DULL KNIFE HUNTING

Ken & Cheri Graves

2384 Barnum Rd.  Kaycee, WY  82639  Phone: 307-738-2247
Email: gravesredfork@rtconnect.net   Website: http://www.redforkranch.com 
     Our ranch (Red Fork Ranch) has been in Ken's family for 5 generations.  We run Red Angus cattle along the Red Fork of Powder River at the southern end of the scenic Big Horn Mountains. Along with the normal "ranch work" we offer a limited number of outfitted, guided hunts for elk, antelope, and mule deer.  Ken has been doing this since 1975.  Our name "Dull Knife" Hunting comes from the Dull Knife Battle that took place here on November 25, 1876.
      Wyoming Game & Fish Department Phone number: 307-777-4600 and Website: https://wgfd.wyo.gov
You can apply for elk licenses from January 2 – January 31, 2025.  Tentative draw date is May 22, 2025.   
Go online to their website where you can apply for the big game animals you wish to hunt.  During the application period, make sure to select “Apply for Licenses” instead of “Purchase Licenses”.  The purchase buttons under the “Purchase License” link will be greyed out until July 17th for Antelope, Deer and Elk.  You can also check out the drawing odds in various areas with or without preference points.  The price of your Conservation Stamp is $21.50 and is included in the price of your license if you draw.  They just add that to your credit card.  If your license has your Conservation Stamp info on it, you do not need to print out a paper copy.  However, we learned last year that did not apply for a Type 6 Cow Elk tag.  Check your license because you may need to purchase your Conservation Stamp and print it out.  Those of you who were born on or after January 1, 1966 need to have your Hunter Safety Card with you.  The “game check station” in Kaycee during the hunting season, may ask you to provide it.

     Attention Elk Hunters:  
· Area 34 is a tough draw, you will need at least 7 preference points, possibly more to draw a regular priced tag. (If you do not have 7 preference points through 2024 then do not apply for a regular elk license, but buy an additional preference point).  In 2024 it took 6 preference points to draw a special priced tag and 7 points to draw a regular tag.  
· Do not apply unless you have contacted us first to make sure we have room for you.  Otherwise, we may not be able to accommodate you.  (We are nearly booked for 2025 archery elk already, and working on 2026 and 2027).  
· An elk preference point is $52.  You can buy a preference point by going to the WGFD website and using the online system from July 1 – October 31.  Only 1 preference point per year/per person.  
· If you have been buying preference points and then for two years you do not buy a preference point the WGFD will take away all your points and you will have to start over.  Don’t let that happen!  
· The higher priced Special elk license sometimes gives you a little better chance of drawing.  For example, in 2024 if you purchased the Special elk license, 6 preference points gave you a 100.00% chance of drawing your license.  If you purchased the Regular elk license, 7 preference points gave you a 100.00% chance of drawing.  With the “preference creep” that is occurring, more and more preference points are required each year.
Our camp on the mountain is a superb area for quality archery elk hunts. Lodging is provided in our cabin that overlooks Tobin Creek.  At the cabin "camp meals" are prepared.
     Attention Archery Elk Hunters:  
· All of our hunts will involve some hiking part of the time.  
· You will be required to shoot and practice daily while at camp.
· If an elk is wounded and blood is drawn that blood trail will be tracked until the elk is found or sighted and it is determined that the elk will be alright and the wound was minor.  Otherwise, if the elk is not found you will not be allowed to hunt another elk.  We do not want to be gathering our cattle later in the fall and find dead bull elk scattered around the mountain.  
· If an elk is not wounded or taken during the archery season, the hunter may be able to come back for the rifle season.  That, of course, depends on whether or not we have any dates available and whether or not the hunter has the extra time to come back. The fee for that hunt would be half of a 5-day Bull Elk rifle hunt.  
· We ask that the archers use only recurve or compound bows.  We prefer no crossbows, but they will be evaluated on a case by case basis.  
· Call Quint Gonzales, G4 Outfitters at 307-620-0111 to book your archery elk hunt.  Quint has taken over our Archery Elk hunting.  Call Jerry Landrey at 307-217-0870 or Quint for more info and great stories about these hunts.  
· Those interested in hunting as a party are limited to two or three per hunt. 
·  During archery season we offer four 6-day, Bull Elk hunts: September 1-6, September 9-14, September 17-22, and September 25-30.  
· We will not guarantee any specific dates for elk hunts until we see who has drawn.  Once we know who has drawn, we will schedule the hunt dates.
     Attention Rifle Elk Hunters:

· Our rifle season for elk now begins October 9.  The WGFD changed that in 2022.
· We have three primary 5-day hunts: October 9-13, October 15-19, and October 21-25.  
· We try to have 1 guide/hunter for trophy hunts and most of the other hunts are 1 guide/2 hunters.

· During the rifle hunts the largest party we can accommodate at the cabin is four.
· Usually our rifle hunters will travel up the mountain and stay at our cabin.  However, some may stay at our Hunter/Guest House and travel up the mountain from the ranch headquarters each day.  That will depend on the weather and snow.
· You need to arrive at the ranch the day before your hunt begins, around 1:00 p.m.
· All hunters will be required to sight in their rifles at the ranch. Then get packed up and head to the mountain cabin or get moved into the Hunter House.
· After your animals have been harvested, we can take your game to Buffalo to a processing plant.
     Some upgrades, improvements and additions.  

· We now have a nice upgraded “hunter/guest house” for our deer and antelope hunters. 

· We put an addition on the mountain cabin for the elk hunters.

· We are working with a neighboring rancher to expand our elk hunting for our elk hunters and working with another rancher for our antelope hunters.
If you have any questions about filling out your license application, any of our hunts, our hunting program, or our ranch operation in general, please call.  If we're not in, just leave a message.
      Thank you for your interest.
     Ken & Cheri Graves                
