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Frontier League Roster Eligibility

It’s Here In Rensselaer

Explore everything Rensselaer County has to
offer Visit: www.REnsco.com/Tourism

Explore everything Rensselaer County has to
offer Visit: www.REnsco.com/Tourism

ROSTER ELIGIBILITY RULES
• There are three different types of classifications for players in the Frontier League: Professional, 

Experienced, and Veteran.
• Players who complete a season at 24 years old or younger will be Professional-1 classification. Players 

who complete a season at 25 years old will be no more than a Professional-2 classification. Players who 
complete a season at 26 years old will be no more than an Experienced-1 classification. Players who 
complete a season at ages 27-29 will be an Experienced-2 classification. Players who complete a season 
at 30 years old or higher will be a Veteran classification. For all classification levels, the player’s age as of 
September 30 will be used to determine the age portion of their classification.

• There are a couple of exceptions to these rules. Players who have served on active military duty will receive 
an exemption to the age limit for any classification of one year for each year of active duty that was served. 
Position players who are switching to pitching and pitchers who are switching to playing a position will have 
their classifications reset to Professional-1 provided that they do not appear in any games at their previous 
position (batting/running or pitching, depending on the switch).

• Regular season and playoff rosters will be composed of the following players: a minimum of 10 players 
of Professional-1 or Professional-2 classification, a minimum of 6 players of Experienced-1 classification 
(adjusted down if more than 10 Professionals are on the roster), a maximum of 8 players of Experienced-2 
or Veteran classification, up to two of these 8 players may be Veteran classification

• Players without prior affiliated baseball (MiLB) experience must be at least 18 years old to play in the 
Frontier League. Regular season and playoff rosters will be composed of a minimum of 22 active players 
and a maximum of 24 active players.

• During the offseason, teams may have no more than thirty-four (34) players on their active roster. There 
is no classification limit for the off-season roster. Players signed out of the California Winter League or 
selected in the Frontier League Draft are exempt from the 34-player limit. The Sunday prior to Opening Day, 
teams must be down to 28 players. Regular season and playoff rosters will be composed of a minimum of 
22 active players and a maximum of 24 active players.



Purchasing Tickets
By Phone: Call us at 518-629-CATS

Online: Order and print your tickets at home by logging on to our website, 

tcvalleycats.com. You can also order your tickets online and have them scanned on 

your phone to enter the stadium!

In Person: Stop by the Box Office at Joseph L. Bruno Stadium!

Box Office Hours (May through September):

Non-Gamedays: 10 AM to 6 PM (Mon.-Fri.), 10 AM to 2 PM (Sat.)

Gamedays: 10 AM until the end of the 8th inning.

Ticketing & Seating Information
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SCAN FOR OUR 2024 
TICKET OFFERINGS
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Dining and Merchandise at “The Joe”







JOE TO THE SHOW UPDATES

From “The Joe” to “The Show”

14

presented by curtis lumber company and therma-tru Doors

As of June 30th, OF Carson Mccusker (‘21-23) is slashing a very

respectable .254/.336/.390 in his first year at double-A Wichita. He has 

collected five homers, and 32 rbi in 55 games along with 11 doubles. 

The wind surge are hoping for a better second half in the texas 

league, and mccusker could be an x-factor if the team makes a playoff 

run. the sparks, NV has already guided the twins High-A affiliate, the 

cedar rapids kernels, to the midwest league championship in 2023.

INF J.D. Davis (‘14) was traded from the oakland athletics to the new york 

yankees in exchange for inf jordan groshans on june 23rd. the yankees are 

the fifth professional organization thaT the corner infielder has been a 

part of. The 31-year-old debuted for the bronx bombers against his former 

team, the new york mets, on June 25th at citi field. the elk grove, ca native 

will split time on the dirt amidst the struggles from DJ Lemahieu and 

oswaldo cabrera as anthony rizzo makes his way back from the injured list.

Similar to Davis, LHP Dallas keuchel (‘09) has found himself a new team. He was traded from the 

seattle mariners in exchange for cash considerations on june 25th. a day later, The 2015 AL Cy 

Young award winner debuted for the milwaukee brewers against his former team, the texas 

rangers. the brewers represent the eighth big league organization that the 2017 world series 

champion has played for.



From “The Joe” to “The Show”
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RHP Kumar rocker (‘22) is entering the next stage of his recovery from tommy john surgery. 

According to the dallas morning news as of june 28th, The vanderbilt product is set to 

start a rehab assignment in the texas rangers arizona complex league in early july. usually 

with rehab assignments at this level, pitchers need five to six starts to ramp up to 90-100 

pitches. Afterward, the 24-year-old could resume play with High-A Hickory, where he began 

his affiliated ball career in 2023. 

RHP Shawn Dubin (‘18) is getting a longer look from the houston astros in his second 

big league season. The Allegany, NY native earned his first major league win against the 

baltimore orioles at camden yards on june 21st. the former 13th round pick tossed 2.1 

innings of one-run ball, yielding three hits, and striking out three batters for the win in 

houston’s 14-11 victory.
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About the Frontier League



Greg Tagert, Field Manager
Greg Tagert enters his first season at the helm with 
the ValleyCats, and his 29th season as a manager 
of a pro baseball team. He returns to the Frontier 
League after being a a skipper for several teams, in 
1995 and 1997-2004. The Carlsbad, N.M. native was 
at the helm for the first three championships with 
the Gary SouthShore RailCats (2005, 2007, 2013) in 
the American Association of Professional Baseball 
(AAPB), and earned the Manager of the Year award 
in three different seasons (2001, 2007, 2009). 
Overall, he was the skipper in Gary from 2005-2021. 
Tagert was also the manager of the San Francisco 
Giants Arizona Complex League affiliate in 2022, 
and was at the helm with the Winnipeg Goldeyes in 
2023 of the AAPB.

ValleyCats 2024 Coaching Staff

18

Tom Thornton joins Tagert on his coaching staff for 
the third time in his career. The University of Notre 
Dame product was the pitching coach for Tagert last 
year with the Goldeyes, and with the RailCats from 
2020-21. Thornton and Tagert have known each 
other for quite some time; Thornton was a player for 
Tagert’s RailCats from 2009-10 back when they were 
in the Northern League. The left-hander has several 
additional connections to the ValleyCats; he was a 
pitcher back in the New York-Penn League in 2006 
for the Oneonta Tigers, and played in the Frontier 
League for the Traverse City Beach Bums in 2007, 
and the Evansville Otters in 2008.
 

Tom McManus, Fundamentals Coach
Tom McManus was a Milwaukee Brewers Arizona 
Complex League (ACL) development coach in 2023. 
The ACL Brewers won their league championship 
last season. Beforehand, the Eldersburg, Md. native 
was the defensive coordinator at D1 Norfolk State 
University in 2022, and worked with the infielders and 
catchers. The Salisbury University graduate was also 
the Director of Baseball Operations at the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC), and held the 
same title at the National Baseball Club Association in 
Pittsburgh.

Tom Thornton, Pitching Coach

Joe Torre, Third Base Coach
Joe Torre was a scouting consultant for Tagert for six years. 
He owns Black Sox Pro Baseball, which has gotten 200 
players to MLB Partner Leagues out of the Yinzer Baseball 
Confederacy from 2020-23, over 600 players to MLB Partner 
Leagues since 2019, and more than 20 of his players signed 
to MLB Partner Leagues have also made the Majors since 
2016. The New Jersey native is well-versed in independent 
baseball, spending several years as a player/coach, even 
advancing to the Washington League championship in 2020 
as his Road Warrior Black Sox defeated the Washington Wild 
Things in the semifinals. His dog, Michael Keaton, can often 
been seen around the clubhouse with Torre.
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Collar City Cats

The Tri-City ValleyCats are proud to present their 2024 specialty “Collar City Cats” 
jerseys. These alternates honor the rich history of Troy, NY, also known as the 
Collar City. These uniforms proudly represent the baseball lineage of the area that 
the ValleyCats call home. The ‘Cats will be wearing these jerseys one last time 
this season on August 10th. Fitted Collar City Cats hats, shirts, and hoodies will 
continue to be available in SouthPaw’s Den.

Specifically, Troy is home to the “detachable collar” and the “bishop collar”, which 
were central during the industrial revolution. The ‘Cats are paying homage to the 
impact that the collar industry had on Troy. At the turn of the 20th century, 15,000 
people worked in the collar industry in Troy, 85% of which were women, and 90% 
of collars made in the United States at the time came from Troy. The riverfront 
was dotted with collar factories as well with many of those industrial buildings 
repurposed or redeveloped as part of the city’s rebirth.

Furthermore, professional baseball such as the Troy Haymakers (1871-72) and the 
Troy Trojans (1879-82) came to the Collar City in the late 19th century. The lineage 
of the San Francisco Giants can be traced back to the Trojans with the Giants 
returning their 2010 World Series trophy for an event at Joe Bruno Stadium to 
celebrate this history in 2011. The ‘Cats have honored Troy’s baseball heritage in 
the past as Hall of Famer Johnny Evers (1946) was a Troy native, and had his very 
own bobblehead in 2014. As a whole, the Haymakers and the Trojans sported five 
Hall of Famers in Buck Ewing (1939), Roger Connor (1945), Dan Brouthers (1945), 
Tim Keefe (1964), and Mickey Welch (1973).

The ValleyCats have crafted a throwback design with green lettering across the 
chest, green numbers on the back, and a cream colored jersey with pants that 
have green piping. The Collar City Cats logo also features interlocking collars with 
an alternate mark including an iron to pay tribute to the city’s heritage. We are 
excited to don these NOVUS jerseys to recognize Troy’s baseball and industrial 
history. 

VALLEYCATS to wear COLLAR CITY CATS JERSEYS on August 12th





2024 Bobbleheads
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KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 
Professional Installation of Cabinets, Countertops, Tile, Flooring and More!

FULL SERVICE for all Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling 


FREE DELIVERY - Within 30 Mile Radius 

See our work and Testimonials at: testokitchens.com


SHOP our NEW ONLINE STORE at: shoptkonline.com 


495 Campbell Ave 

Troy, NY, 12180 


P: (518) 273-5868 


Email: testokitchens@yahoo.com 

HOURS: 


M - F: 9am - 5pm 


Thursdays: 9am - 7pm 


Saturday: 9am - 12pm ( Closed July and August) 

Find us on: 



997 7 9977

Shop over 40,000 Items: www.Wolberg.com

Albany  35 Industrial Park Rd  

518-489-8451

Kingston  1221 Ulster Ave  

845-802-5600

Saratoga  60 West Ave  

518-886-0446

Schenectady  152 Erie Blvd  

518-381-9231

(Electrical Supplies Only)

Because your home needs a 

LIGHT TOUCH
Your Source for Lighting, Fans, Decor

and Electrical Supplies

   

Plus, your 
BEST 

SOURCE 
for Electrical 
Supplies!



‘Cats Academy & Kids Club
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The ValleyCats would like to thank their Grand Slam, Gold Glove, Silver Slugger Partners!

Grand Slam
Jenna’s Salon | jennassalons.com | 518-225-2225 | 112 N Greenbush Rd, Troy, NY 12180

Grace Roofing LLC | graceroofinginc@gmail.com | 518-209-4224 | 895 Delaware Ave, Delmar, NY 12054

Gold Glove
Stanley Steemer | stanleysteemer.com | 518-273-6437 | 41 Albany Ave, Green Island, NY 12183

Silver Slugger
Saratoga Lake Golf Club | saratogalakegolf.com | 518-581-6616 | 35 Gracemoore Rd, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Gent’s Barber Company | Find us on Booksy! | (518) 326-0056 | 88 Remsen St, Cohoes, NY 12047
A-Verdi Storage Containers | info@averdi.com | 518-483-9191 | 749 River Rd, Glenmont, NY 12077
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How to Keep Score

| 21

Scoring / Baseball Lingo

Each at-bat is written in the box next to the player under the inning that the at-bat oc-
cured. If a player reaches base, you can indicate it by drawing a line that indicates how 
far along the diamond the player has progressed, while also writing down the corre-
sponding abbreviation (below) relating to the play that occured. 

In the example above, James hit a single and stole second base. Roberts hit a flyball out 
to center field, and was followed by Murphy, who hit a two-RBI home run, driving in 
James. Following the home run, Sanchez reached base on an error by the second base-
man, and Simmons ended the inning by hitting into a double play to the shortstop, who 
threw to the second baseman, who then threw to first.

Scorekeeping Symbols
1-Pitcher   2-Catcher   3-First Baseman   4-Second Baseman  5-Third Baseman     
6-Shortstop   7-Left Fielder   8-Center Fielder   9-Right Fielder      
10/DH-Designation Hitter 

1B-Single   2B-Double   3B-Triple   HR-Home Run   SB-Stolen Base    CS-Caught 
Stealing   DP-Double Play   TP-Triple Play   E-Error   FC-Fielder’s Choice   F-Foul Out   
K-Strikeout Swinging       -Strikeout Looking   BB-Walk (base on balls)   HBP-Hit by 
Pitch   WP-Wild Pitch   PB-Passed Ball   SAC-Sacrifice Fly   SAC BU-Sacrifice Bunt   
I-Interference   P-Pop Out    L-Line Out   U-Unassisted Putout

Fun Baseball Lingo
Ace -- A team’s best starting pitcher.
Baltimore chop -- A ground ball that hits in front of home plate (or off of it) and takes a large hop over the infielder’s head.
Bang-Bang play -- A play in which the baserunner hits the bag a split-second before the ball arrives or vice versa.
Can of corn -- An easy catch by a fielder.
Chin music -- A pitch that is high and inside.
Cycle -- When a batter hits a single, double, triple and home run in the same game.
Moon shot -- A very long, high home run.
Painting the black -- When a pitcher throws the ball over the edge of the plate.
Southpaw -- A left-handed pitcher.
Tape-measure blast -- An extremely long home run.
Texas Leaguer -- A bloop hit that drops between an infielder and outfielder.
Tools of ignorance -- Catcher’s equipment.
Uncle Charlie -- Curve ball.
Wheelhouse -- A hitter’s power zone. Usually a pitch waist-high and over the heart of the plate.
Yakker -- Curve ball.

Homeplate Central News - 7/14 - 7/26
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Sunday FunDay & MacFawn Veteran of the Game
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FIND HAMPTON FARMS PEANUTS IN THE CONCESSION STAND 

AND THE PRODUCE SECTION OF YOUR LOCAL GROCERY STORE.

HAMPTONFARMS.COM

Cheer on your team with the ultimate

snack: healthy, all-natural, protein-packed

Hampton Farms In-Shell Peanuts.



WALK, RIDE, CARPOOL, CALL.WALK, RIDE, CARPOOL, CALL.

.08 Don't Blow It.

JUST DON'T DRIVE.

Drive the Change!

Have a Plan.

Homeplate Central Newseteran of the Game
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Chas Cywin - Survivor
Before Cywin’s Pro Career, He Was a Childhood Cancer Survivor
Charles Cywin Jr. was born on January 21st, 1998. He grew up being called 
Chas as his father goes by Chuck, and his uncle goes by Charlie. Chas had 
leukemia from when he was 19 months old to when he was four or five. Cywin did 
not have complete remission until he was 12. The future ValleyCats starter hails 
from Bethel, CT, and he traveled a half an hour away to White Plains, NY with his 
mother for 8 AM appointments for three consecutive years for cancer treatment, 
including chemotherapy. 

Cywin’s aunts, uncles, cousins, and grandparents were able to provide support as 
most of his family resides less than three hours away in the Massachusetts/Rhode 
Island area. He grew up an only child, but his cousins are like his brothers and 
sisters; the 26-year-old still has a close relationship with them today.

Cywin never felt sorry for himself during the process, and remained strong for his 
family. Growing up a Boston Red Sox fan, Cywin idolized their ace, Jon Lester. He 
grew a deep appreciation for the left-hander who was diagnosed with a treatable 
form of anaplastic large cell lymphoma in 2006, only to come back the next year, 
and earn his first of three World Series championships. 

He made the All-Central Atlantic Collegiate Conference Second Team in 2022 
for Post University, and played for the Division II team in the New England 
Intercollegiate Baseball Association All-Star Game at Dunkin Donuts Stadium, 
home of the Hartford Yard Goats (Colorado Rockies Double-A affiliate). It was the 
second time Cywin pitched at Dunkin Donuts Stadium, as the year prior he faced 
off against Team Israel before they played in the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Cywin signed with the New Jersey Jackals after college in the summer of 2022. 
He later joined the Long Island Ducks of the Atlantic League of Professional 
Baseball. Last year, Cywin split time between Greg Tagert’s Winnipeg Goldeyes, 
and the reigning Frontier League champs, the Quebec Capitales. Cywin overcame 
immense hurdles, and is now a resource to younger players for Tri-City, who 
can go to and ask him questions about being a professional, and being part of a 
winning culture.

Chas Cywin - Survivor
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Before Cywin’s Pro Career, He Was a Childhood Cancer Survivor

Tyson Gingerich’s Amish Background

37

Tyson Gingerich hails from Mt. Hope, Ohio, just 10 minutes away from Berlin. 
He grew up on a farm along with his parents, his older sister MacKenzie and his 
younger brother Tanner. According to the 2020 Census, Mt. Hope has just 197 
people. His hometown is part of Holmes County, which has the second largest 
Amish population in the United States at nearly 37,000 people. 

Amish living generally consists of a very limited use of electronics, at times utilizing 
a horse drawn carriage instead of automobiles. It also includes large families, 
modest and peaceful living, and a formal education stopping after eighth grade. 
Most come from agricultural backgrounds, and despite separating themselves from 
the modern world, the foods produced in Amish areas are often sold in nearby 
markets. Additionally, those who are born Amish have the freedom to move on from 
the community, but it is very difficult to return if one changes their mind. 

Growing up, Gingerich went to school with Amish children in his hometown up until 
high school. Both his parents grew up Amish, and eventually split away from the 
community. His mother, Regina, was the only one out of her 15 siblings to step 
away from her Amish background. On his paternal side, Gingerich’s grandparents 
split away from the community, when Tyson’s father, Daniel, was 10 years old. 
According to Gingerich, although it is unusual for Amish people to play baseball, 
there is an affinity for slow pitch softball. His father even played in tournaments 
around the country such as in California and Texas.

Clearly his father’s athletic ability was passed down to Tyson, who set several 
records at D2 Malone University in Canton, Ohio. He played with the Pioneers from 
2019-2023, and set the program record for career runs scored (183), career stolen 
bases (130), and the most stolen bases in a single season (47 in 2023).

Down the line, Gingerich hopes to be a college baseball coach, and would like to 
use his MBA to be a project manager for building houses. Coming from a unique 
background, there is more than meets the eye off the field, as he continues to 
dazzle ValleyCats fans with his speed and defense on the field.

Tyson Gingerich’s Amish Background
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‘Cats Closeup: Easton Klein

ValleyCats Right-Handed Pitcher, Easton Klein

Hometown: Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
DOB: May 3rd, 2000
Age: 24 Years Old

College: Point Park University
Favorite Baseball Memory: Winning his college conference championship 
in 2023

Favorite Food: Bang Bang Shrimp Pasta:
Grilled shrimp over pasta with a spicy cream sauce
Favorite Animal: Labrador Retriever
Favorite School Subject: Math
Favorite Sports Team: Pittsburgh Pirates
Dream Vacation: Santorini, Greece
Hidden Talent: Software Coding
Advice to Young Ballplayers: Don’t take any game or practice for granted 
because you never know who could be watching.

Did you know?
Klein was taken in the first round (sixth 
overall) by Tri-City in this year’s Frontier 
League draft. In six out of Klein’s first 
eight appearances this season, he has 
worked at least five innings, and allowed 
two runs or less. Amazingly, the right-
hander transitioned to a pitcher full-
time in 2020. He originally began his 
college career as a two-way player at the 
Community College of Allegheny County 
South in 2019, and even batted .286 in 49 
at-bats.

39

ll



39



JUNE 6 - PRIDE NIGHTJUNE 6 - PRIDE NIGHT  

JUNE 13 - CLASSIC ROCK NIGHTJUNE 13 - CLASSIC ROCK NIGHT  

LET’S SING TAYLORLET’S SING TAYLOR  

w/ SYDNEY WORTHLEYw/ SYDNEY WORTHLEY  

DOKKENDOKKEN  

w/ HARKw/ HARK  

JUNE 20 - LATIN NIGHTJUNE 20 - LATIN NIGHT  

JUNE 27 - POP NIGHTJUNE 27 - POP NIGHT  

TITO PUENTE JR.TITO PUENTE JR.  

w/ BRONTE ROMANw/ BRONTE ROMAN  

VANESSA CARLTONVANESSA CARLTON

w/ CANELLAw/ CANELLA    

JULY 11 - HIP HOP NIGHTJULY 11 - HIP HOP NIGHT

JULY 18 - REGGAE NIGHTJULY 18 - REGGAE NIGHT

THIRD WORLDTHIRD WORLD  

w/ UPSTATE REGGAE POSSIEw/ UPSTATE REGGAE POSSIE

JULY 25 - INDIE NIGHTJULY 25 - INDIE NIGHT  

THE RECORD COMPANYTHE RECORD COMPANY  

w/ SIRSYw/ SIRSY  

AUGUST 1 - FUNK NIGHTAUGUST 1 - FUNK NIGHT  

GALACTICGALACTIC  

w/ HILLTOPw/ HILLTOP  

FREE - ALL AGES - JENNINGS LANDING - 4:30PM  

www.albanyevents.org  

KRS - ONEKRS - ONE  

w/ DJ SHOW & OHZHEw/ DJ SHOW & OHZHE  




