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OVERVIEW

At the close of 2021, change was already underway. With Washington Prime Group filing for
bankruptcy and the Dayton Mall sold to new owners, we found ourselves in a state of limbo. At the
same time, armed with the knowledge and training received through the CFDA Connects program,
we began restructuring. In December 2021, (DE-FI) Global INC was established as the new parent
company for the Dayton Emerging Fashion Incubator, House of (DE-Fl)ance, Dayton Threads, and
other growing initiatives. Each entity now operates under its own legal structure to ensure long-term
protection and sustainability.

In early 2022, we began planning the return of Dayton Fashion Week, set to take place at the Dayton Mall. Despite
submitting a comprehensive proposal in January, including a plan to transform the mall into a “Lincoln Center-style”
fashion experience, the new owners went silent. For six months, we received no responses, even as we dealt with
severe plumbing issues and continued programming. Eventually, we made the difficult decision to pack up and move
out in May 2022. It wasn’t until two months later that mall officials even realized we had vacated only then trying to
salvage a deal. But the damage had already been done.

Still, the work continued. We:

o Earned our registered trademark for (DE-FI)
¢ Piloted a new two-and-a-half-year designer incubator model under Dayton Fashion Week,

starting with six designers

o Ensured selection was earned, not given through external interviews and writing-intensive
assignments. Two designers withdrew after the first assignment due to its rigor e

e Celebrated our inclusion in the CFDA 2021 and 2022 Annual Report, highlighted at a New York
City CFDA Connects event at Gracie Mansion, covered by Vogue

e« Were featured in Chic Guide Dayton for our work at the House of (DE-Fl)ance

e Produced “Dogs on the Catwalk”, a charitable fashion event supporting regional pet rescues.

¢ we launched our modeling agency (DE-FI) Models.

All of this happened while juggling life-altering challenges, COVID’s lingering
impact, medical emergencies, and an unrelenting pace of growth.

Frustrated but not defeated, we followed CFDA'’s advice and planted new
seeds in Cincinnati. That move birthed the Cincinnati Fashion Incubator and
Fashion Week of Cincinnati, sister programs to Dayton Fashion Week. Each
initiative now serves distinct but complementary roles in cultivating and
amplifying fashion talent across the Midwest.




THE 2022-23
EXPERIENC

r

ﬂé:{ ‘}?ﬂ:"}‘ _.,f 7



THE 2022-23
EXPERIENCE

Members Get More JOIN VOGUE CLUB »

(DE-FI)

Rickie De Sole, Tracy Margolies

Marco Bahler/BFA.com

10/20

Sa-Shal Daniels, Caressa L Brown
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