
November 12, 2025	
Valley Fliers November Board Meeting	

Meeting Called to Order at: 6:30	
Present: Morrow, Wildstone, DeWitt, Smith, Vader, plus 9 members.	
Excused Absent: Hewitt	

Approval of October Meeting Minutes	
Alan moved to accept as written.  Geoff seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.	

Treasurer’s Report	
See Alan’s handouts. It was a good, busy month.  727 was the most flown.  No memberships turned over.  Mini-
mum flight fees were down.  Alan said it was the first time in quite a while we were under 30 members paying 
that fee.  The insurance policy cost is now lower.  It was a very heavy maintenance month in part because we 
bought a lot of oil, tires, and tubes.  117 and 9MA both had significant maintenance.  Despite that we almost broke 
even on the month.  YTD loss is $4400.  Alan was hoping it would break even by the end of November.  The year 
vs year YTD comparison showed we had quite a bit more revenue this year.  Insurance is down, likely because 
some of our prior issues have aged off our record.  Last year’s income included sale of one of our old 430s.  Ques-
tion from the floor: does the club pay for the license costs associated with flying into Canada?  Answer: the mem-
ber pays that cost.  Question from the floor: will 63S’s engine show up this month?  Answer: no, not until Feb-
ruary.  The engine deposit now shows as Asset Acquisition in progress.  On the balance sheet, we are in pretty 
good shape compared with last year.  We expect to get part of the deposit back with the return of the old engine 
as a core charge.  We expect that case to be in good condition as it was replaced at the last field overhaul.  Year to 
date we have a net increase in cash of about $21000.  Looking forward, Vertex will be doing all of our annuals (in-
cluding 63S?).  Alan is hopeful that the annuals will be smoother.	

Maintenance Officer’s Report	
Chris was absent so Nick presented.  He thanked members for updating the tach and hobbs times.  	
117 is down for mags.  The mags should be back later this week.  We hope that will fix a reported mag issue.  The 
push-to-talk is still being diagnosed.  A door hinge pin was fixed recently.  It goes in for annual just after Thanks-
giving.	
727  Shimmy damper needs to be rebuilt prior to annual.  A tire got changed.  The push-to-talk button seems to 
be doing okay.  Alan thinks the switch is an aftermarket addition and may be able to be replaced independently 
from the yoke. 	
63S has a new (used) audio panel so the back seat intercoms should work. 	
9MA Flat tire was replaced at the Linden airport.  Strobes were fixed.  	
Nick sees a lot of trash left in the planes and asked members to take better care of them.  We are moving into mul-
ti-grade oil as we get into cold weather.  The oil covers for each plane now show which oil should be used and a 
suggested minimum amount of oil.	

Safety Officer’s Report	
Geoff asked if anyone has seen any new dings on the airplanes this month.  He has not seen any.  Geoff is con-
cerned about the office.  It seems that things that don’t work in the office get put out in the hangar and left for a 
long time.  Commenter from the floor noted that some of our spare tires have fallen off the shelf in the office and 
may present a hazard.  There was some discussion of buying or building racks.  	

Potential Member	
Sean had a member delay selling their share and he had a waiting prospect.  The board agreed to temporarily in-
crease membership by one to allow the sale to proceed.	
Gregory Tang is a new potential member.  He is a full time student at Clover Park working on a commercial.  He is 
working toward a job with Horizon.  He is former Army.  He hopes to continue as a CFI after becoming a full-time 
pilot.  Alan asked when he started flying.  He started flying in 2023.  Sean moved that we accept him as a member.  
Kelsey seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  	



Hangar Clean Up	
Nick says our hangars are a mess.  He spent a few hours and five bags worth of junk them cleaning out.  Sean sug-
gested we might use empty hangars (because the planes are out for annual) as staging areas for junk.  Alan has a 
utility trailer that could be used for dump runs.  His trailer is large enough to take couches.  Nick will organize a 
work party.  Geoff asked if the desks in the office had sentimental value?  Geoff thinks one or more of them could 
be cleaned out and gotten rid of.	

Carbon Monoxide Detectors	
The only CO detector that connects to Dynon would be the Guardian unit.  Kelsey got an estimate of $2000 per 
plane installed.  CO based accidents are rare, but clearly preventable.  Nick / Kelsey have found ones that plug 
into USB for about $60.  Kelsey may buy one for herself.  The Shield-e dot won’t connect to Dynon, but could pos-
sibly be installed.  Kelsey assumed that would be a less expensive option.  Alan suggested we could buy one of the 
$60 units for each plane, though keeping them charged might be a challenge.  Nick suggested we could get a cou-
ple of the portable units and see how much use they get.  Sean said we should just buy four.  Kelsey said she 
would buy them.	

Free flight hour won by: Sydney Hoover	

Meeting adjourned at: 7:30	
Next Meetings:  The next board meeting will be held Wednesday, December 10th, with food available at 6:00 pm 
and business beginning at 6:30 at Trotters. 


















