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DESTINATION NEWARK
“NEWARK IS FOR ARTISTS”’

FALL 2023
10 NEW MUST-SEE MURALS

Newark’s Vibrant Cultural Diversity Swaddles the City in Prolific Street Art 
by Rachel Fawn Alban



Of the more than 20 artists involved in the project, we hear from 
YENDOR team Malcolm Rolling and Hans Lundy, aunt and niece 
team Nancy Saleme and Patricia Cazorla, Eirini Linardaki, and Noelle 
Lorraine Williams. Also interviewed are Newark Public Library 
director Joslyn Bowling Dixon, Fortress of Solitude owner Jose 
Robles, and Newark Artist Collaboration coordinator Rebecca 
Pauline Jampol.  

Produced by Susan Wallner for State of the Arts. Videography by Joe 
Conlon. Production assistance by Isaiah McClain. Photographs by 
Rachel Fawn Alban, courtesy of the Newark Artist Collaboration. 

The spoken book company Audible collaborates 
with Newark artists to create large-scale artworks 
in the company's downtown neighborhood, from a 
comic-book mural, to historically inspired 
billboards, to child-friendly sculptural seating at 
the Newark Public Library. Audible's international 
headquarters are in Newark, and their goal is, 
according to founder Don Katz, "to have a 
representation on the walls of the beauty of the 
city, the artistic depth of the city." 





A PUBLIC ART EXHIBITION PRODUCED  
BY ARTBRIDGE PROJECTS

I am Here Because I 
Care About You, 
2022   
Baruch Houses, 
NYCHA, LES, New 
York, ARTBRIDGE
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In late February earlier this year, we 
inaugurated our Three-person show 
exploring immigrant labor and 
identity 
‘WHAT REALLY DEFINES US? IT’S 
COMPLICATED’  
at the Chinese-American Arts 
Council / Gallery 456. 

While we expected the show to be 
one-month in duration, we never 
expected the pandemic to strike, or 
for the world to fall apart. Nine 
months later, we’re grateful that our 
beautiful exhibition is still being 
hosted all year by @caacarts 

The show is on view by appointment, 
M-F 1-5PM , with the artists present 
this Friday from 1-4PM. (Gallery 456 is 
also celebrating its 45th anniversary 
this year!) You can also catch our 
exhibition walk-through virtually this 
Friday 12/11 at 4:30 PM EST via IG 
Live @patcazorla

https://www.instagram.com/caacarts/
https://www.instagram.com/patcazorla/


CAZORLA & SALEME 

INTERNET 





Our installation “Flying High for Equality” will be featured this year 2021  
on a new edition of Vista Higher Learning’s ESL text book for children. 
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Two Local Artists AmongTwo Local Artists Among
Nine Women to LeadNine Women to Lead
Hospital-Based MuralHospital-Based Mural
Project in NYCProject in NYC
An art initiative to bring together communities chose nine females

artists to create murals in NYC hospitals.

ARTS & CULTUREARTS & CULTURE
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20192019

NEW YORKNEW YORK

Isabel GarciaIsabel Garcia

As part of NYC Health+Hospitals’ Arts in Medicine program, nine female

artists will lead community-based mural projects at eight hospitals

throughout New York City starting August 1. The new Community Murals

Project, made possible by the Laurie M. Tisch Illumination Fund and the

Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City, aims to encourage creativity and

build trust and engagement between NYC hospitals and their communities. 

By incorporating art in medicine it can alter the approach to healing, said

First Lady of New York City, Chirlane McCray, in a press release. Vibrant

colors, the imagination running wild, meaningful stories told through visual

arts can all distract and reduce pain and frustration one might experience in

a hospital, whether sick or nervously anticipating results in the waiting

room.

Project Title:  Threading A Dream.

Nancy Saleme, who is based in

Williamsburg, along with Patricia

Cazorla, will be working with a

hospital in Bellevue. Collaborating

since 2010, Saleme and Cazorla  are a

sculptor and painter duo with a

background in creating public art

that engages people with their

surroundings.

Their artwork consists of multimedia drawings translated into sculptures

and 3D murals on flat areas, like walls.  “We find our passion in public art

and strongly believe that art can widen perspective and educate a

community,” they said in a statement. “Our main goal is to create work that

is accessible and empowering for all.” 

Bushwick-based artist, Kelie Bowman, will be collaborating with a hospital

in Coney Island. “I’m definitely looking toward projects that have outreach

to a more general public, and this is such a great combination of both my

mural practice and art organization skills,” says Bowman, who has a

background in urban mural making and is a co-founder and director of

Cinders Gallery, a project-focused non-profit art organization based in

Brooklyn.   

Bowman describes her work as sacred geometry similar to a kaleidoscope.

She plans to speak with the hospital community about patterns and colors

that excite them and relate to their heritage.  “I think intrinsically murals

are very healing,” says Bowman. “Obviously hospitals can be really intense

spaces and art can definitely bring beauty to a space that can often be really

heavy.”

img282@nyu.edu







Color 
Therapy 

PHILANTHROPIST LAURIE TISCH'S 
ILLUMINATION FUND ENCOURAGES 
HEALTH AND HEALING THROUGH ART 

76 GALERIEMAGAZINE.COM 

Illumination Fund founder 
Laurie Tisch in front of 
artist Ruth Litoff's floral 
installation Ruth's Dream 
at Bellevue, which is part 
of the NYC Health + 
Hospitals system. 

Galerie 

0 n a brilliant autumn day, an animated 
group gathered in the garden at 
McKinney Hospital in Brooklyn for a 

painting party. As they worked on a series of 
panels for an outdoor mural, residents of the 
nursing home chatted alongside doctors, nurses, 
neighborhood community members, and the 
philanthropist Laurie Tisch, who made the project 
possible. Through her Illumination Fund, Tisch 
contributed $1.5 million to launch Arts in 
Medicine, an array of new and expanded programs 
that use art to benefit patients and staff throughout 
the NYC Health+ Hospitals public health-care 
system, which is the largest in the country. 

"It's taking what really smart and dedicated people 
have developed and making it bigger and more 
accessible;' says Tisch, whose recent grant is one of 13 
made so far under the umbrella of her $10 million 
initiative, Arts in Health, announced last year. 

Well-known in New York's cultural world, Tisch 
first made her mark in arts education with her 
stewardship of the Children's Museum of 
Manhattan in the 1980s, then followed up that 
success with her efforts to restore arts programs to 
New York City public schools through the Center 
for Arts Education in the late 1990s. A collector of 
American art, she has been a trustee at the Whitney 
Museum for some two decades and is vice 
chairman of the board at Lincoln Center. 

With her Illumination Fund, founded in 2007, 
Tisch is committed to leveling the playing field for all 
New Yorkers, whether that means providing healthy 
food across the five boroughs or focusing on how the 
arts can be used as a tool for healing. Another 
program she supports is Arts & Minds: Begun at the 

PHllANTHROPY 

Clockwise from 
right: Tisch 

painting the mural 
Bellevue Blossoms, 
designed by artists 

Patricia Cazorla 
and Nancy Saleme. 

A detail of the 
mural Materials 

of Relaxation 
(1939-41) by David 

Margolis at 
Bellevue hospital. 

The mural 
encompasses 

several panels. 

Studio Museum in Harlem, it guides dementia patients and their 
caregivers through discussions about artworks-something that 
was personal for Tisch, whose mother suffered from memory 
issues before her death in 2017. "Based on this experience with 
my mother, I found the program so compelling;' she says. 

The vibrant carnival-themed mural at McKinney, designed 
by artist Peach Tao with input from patients, staff, and local 
residents, is one of eight new communal paintings at hospitals 
across the city (with eight more planned for 2020). These 
community projects aim to boost morale and civic pride in their 
host institutions, where staff burnout is a chronic problem. The 
murals join NYC Health + Hospitals' collection of more than 
4,000 works, first commissioned by the Works Progress 
Administration in the 1930s, which include pieces by such 
talents as Charles Alston, Romare Bearden, and Keith Haring. 
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"The donation not only brought 
a spotlight back on the 

art collection but is really 
showing how we could 

leverage it, "says Eric Wei 

"The donation from Laurie Tisch not only brought a 
spotlight back on the art collection but is really showing how 
we could leverage it;' says Eric Wei, M.D., vice president and 
chief quality officer of NYC Health + Hospitals, who oversees 
the Arts in Medicine program. That leverage includes new 
audio tours of the collection, accessible via smartphone to 
family members in waiting rooms and patients walking the 
halls. Additionally, Tisch is helping fund the restoration of 
many preexisting murals that are in dire need of cleaning and 
repair. 

It's just the latest in a multitiered approach to bringing 
innovative programs to public hospitals without affluent 
boards and splashy galas. "The mission of the fund;' says 
Tisch, "is always grounded in access and opportunitY:' 
thelmtif.org-HILARIE M. SHEETS 



17 SEP THEY CREAT TOGETHER
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PATRICIA CAZORLA & NANCY SALEME, VENEZUELAN/AMERICAN – AWARD-WINNING ARTISTS, ARE PAINTER AND

SCULPTOR COLLABORATIVE DUO, WHOSE ART PRACTICE IS VERSATILE AND BROAD. THE ARTISTS SHARE A PASSION

FOR PUBLIC ART AND FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT ART CAN WIDEN PERSPECTIVES AND EDUCATE COMMUNITIES. THEIR

PRIMARY GOAL IS TO CREATE ARTWORKS THAT ARE ACCESSIBLE TO AND EMPOWERING FOR ALL.

PAINTER PATRICIA CAZORLA AND SCULPTOR NANCY SALEME ARE AUNT AND NIECE COLLABORATIVE DUO WHO BEGAN

WORKING TOGETHER IN 2010. THEIR WORK FOCUSES ON SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUES. THEY HAVE BOTH EARNED A

BACHELOR DEGREE IN FINE ARTS AND ARE LIVING IN NY SINCE 1996.

CAZORLA AND SALEME HAVE BEEN AWARDED EXHIBITIONS, COMMISSIONS, RESIDENCIES, AND GRANTS INSIDE, AND

OUTSIDE OF USA.



WHEN DID YOU DECIDE TO WORK TOGETHER?

It was in the year 2010 when the state of Arizona in the US enacted two laws addressing immigration, SB 1070 and HB

2162. These laws increased the power of local law enforcement and as a result imposing federal immigration laws. It was

the ;rst time in over 15 years living in New York that we witnessed discrimination towards immigrants at a government

level. We could no longer stay indifferent to social justice issues that affect everyone. We started our research and readings

when we realized that the most vulnerable community was the migrant farm worker. People of all ages from 5 years old to

over 75, mostly undocumented immigrants from Mexico and Central America, harvest the US land. They are families who

move around working in different states depending on harvesting season. They have been threaded like invisible people

who feed us every day and currently facing an unknown fate. This was the beginning of a long art trajectory that wishes to

bring light to injustice in our modern society, specifically immigration.

WHAT IS THE PRIMARY GOAL OF YOUR ART?

Nancy and I have numerous goals with different shapes and meanings that are constantly evolving according to our social

and political atmosphere. We are truly care that our work is universal in the sense that can reach communities from any

cultural or social backgrounds. In other words, we want the viewer that encounters our artwork to feel comfortable and

included. This is one of the motives for us to make public art and be inspired by pop art in our formal decisions. As

immigrants ourselves we confront and address various immigration issues in our art.

DO YOU THINK THAT ART CAN CHANGE THE WORLD?

Absolutely! It awakens feelings of tolerance among communities through creative moments. Culture and the Arts are those

areas that talk about our fragility as individuals. It is such an essential asset to our society. It is such a dominant force that

could bring a minute of joy to that person who has experienced it, possibly carrying a feeling of hope.

YOUR PUBLIC ART PRACTICE INVOLVES COLLABORATION, INTERACTION WITH MANY LAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY.

ARE YOU SATISFIED WITH YOUR SOCIAL INFLUENCES?

For instance, after various bilingual workshops that we facilitated in Sheboygan WI, through our Art in Public Spaces

residency at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center, we were very excited about how the community responded. We had about

30 people from Venezuela who were thrilled to meet other artists from the same country and make art with their family in

their mother language. Creating connections and relationships with communities and between the communities is an

important influence that we enjoy in our co-creating process.

YOU ARE BOTH IMMIGRANTS AND IN YOUR VISUAL ART ARE INSPIRED BY IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES WHAT DO YOU

WANT TO PRESENT IN YOUR INSTALLATIONS?

We have done several projects over the years that reDect our feeling on immigration and the current political climate

surrounding it in the US and Venezuela. To mention a few projects, our 3D-mural Brocados was tied to the history of

immigrant women in North Philadelphia who help to raise the textile industry of that city. For this site, we juxtaposed the

image of an oversized seamstress surrounded by the cityscape, creating a complex geometrical composition in bright

colors. For the Port Authority of NY & NJ terminal, we created a more personal piece. Lighting the Road depicts a bucolic

crop ;eld populated by migrant farm workers. This mural creates a striking contrast with the atmosphere of this urban

transportation hub, bringing a message of hope and light to the thousands of everyday commuters. More recently, we

completed Flying High for Equality, an installation of a Dock of sculptural sparrows as a metaphor for society’s ongoing

struggle for equality. Finally, Once You Hear Me, You Won’t Forget Me, our largest 3D mural to date, depicts the imagined

journey of a coquí, a small frog native of Puerto Rico. Underneath this piece’s whimsical appearance, the narrative reDects

on New York’s Puerto Rican diaspora. The common theme of these pieces is justice and equality for vulnerable

communities.

HOW PEOPLE REACT WHEN THEY SEE YOUR ARTWORKS?

Omg! We have had the enormous fortune to experience true love for our art.

Last year, our public art piece “Flying High for Equality”, an installation of a

Dock of giant sculptural sparrows at Joyce Kilmer Park in the Bronx brought

real joy to the community. People of all ages reacted to the work in different

ways; children hugged or kissed the birds constantly, adults admired the

colorful creatures that were suddenly wandering in the park. We receive so

many compliments and blessings from residents every time we visit the

park. This summer we created Ararauna, a 400-foot road mural dedicated to

our native Venezuela. The work was located in the heart of New York City,
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SECRET NYC, ART & CULTURE, “A GARDEN INSPIRED STREET MURAL HAS POPPED UP IN THE 
GARMENT DISTRICT”, BY CAITLIN HORSFIELD, JUNE 8, 2018



ART DAILY “GARMENT DISTRICT 
UNVEILS NEW BROADWAY URBAN 
GARDEN & 400-FOOT-LONG ROAD 
MURAL”, JUNE 7, 2018



TIME OUT NEW YORK “ THE BEST OUTDOOR ART IN NYC THIS FALL” BY HOWARD HALLE, 
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 1, 2017



10 NYC PARKS TO FEATURE ART FROM CITY-BASED ARTISTS, NEWS12, JUNE 20, 2017





“SEEKING THE THREADS THAT TIE US TOGETHER IN A WORLD OF SEPARATION” BY LISA 
HERNDON, THE RIVERDALE PRESS, MARCH 23, 2017



ART DAILY.ORG “LIFE'S PRECIOUS MOMENTS 
CAPTURED IN THE GARMENT DISTRICT”, APRIL 4, 2016



NUEVA YORK: CLAUDIA LLOSA, MICHÈLE STEPHENSON, PATRICIA CAZORLA AND NANCY 
SALEME, RANA SANTACRUZ, CUNY TELEVISION SERIES. INTERVIEW BY PRODUCER DIANA 
VARGAS, FIRST AIRED: APRIL 23, 2015





CATALOGUE

“SLOW ART” CURATED BY ROBINSON HOLLOWAY AND DIANA SCHMERTZ, VILLAGE WEST GALLERY, NJ



CATALOGUE

NEWARK ARTS



CATALOGUE

ALIEN - NATION / LEHMAN COLLEGE ART GALLERY



CATALOGUE

BEDAZZLED / LEHMAN COLLEGE ART GALLERY


