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CROSSWORD TELEVISION
 FRIDAY EVENING DECEMBER 13, 2024  

A W B P 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30
(2) - - 2 3 207 Inside Ed. Happy's Lopez vs Dateline NBC

(5) 5 5 5 6 Big Bang Big Bang S.W.A.T. (N) Fire "Promise Me" (N) Blue Bloods (N) (F)

(6) 6 6 - - 207 Inside Ed. Happy's Lopez vs Dateline NBC

(7) - - 7 8 Wheel (N) Jeopardy! Shark Tank (N) 20/20

(8) 8 8 8 - Wheel (N) Jeopardy! Shark Tank (N) 20/20

(10) (12) 10 10 10 13 PBS News Hour Week (N) Hoover (N) Joanne Shaw Taylor Live Violent (N)

(13) 13 13 13 - News (N) ET (N) S.W.A.T. (N) Fire "Promise Me" (N) Blue Bloods (N) (F)

(23) 4 4 4 - (5:00) Local Program Basketball Indiana at Nebraska (N) (Live) Local Programming

(35) 3 3 3 - Magnum P.I. Magnum P.I. "NSFW" Magnum P.I. Magnum "Dead Ringer"

(51) 12 12 12 4 Sheldon Mod Fam Bob Heart Bob Heart Children Children Maine's GMFB: OT

A&E 50 34 36 49 The First 48 First 48: Tracking (N) Cold Case Files (N) Killer Cases (N)

AMC 51 31 40 50 (6:45) < Year Without a... <+++ The Polar Express ('04) Tom Hanks. <++ Fred Claus ('07)

ANIMAL 69 70 64 42 Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters Treehouse Masters

BBCAM 110 109 321 109 (5:00) < Jerry Maguire <+++ A Few Good Men ('92) Jack Nicholson, Demi Moore, Tom Cruise.

BRAV 53 - 67 66 Southern Charm <++++ It's a Wonderful Life ('46) Donna Reed, James Stewart.

CKSH 2 2 - 8 Louise Richer Louis-José Houde Le grand TJ (N) (En direct)

CMTV 32 53 53 67 Mom Mom Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba Reba

CNBC 39 49 41 32 Cities "Salt Lake City" Greed "Paul Manafort" American Greed American Greed

CNN 36 50 23 29 OutFront (N) (Live) Cooper 360 (N) (Live) The Source (N) (Live) CNN (N) (Live)

COMEDY 45 46 30 58 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy

CSPAN 19 19 18 18 (3:00) Public Affairs After Words Public Affairs Events

CSPAN2 20 20 19 19 (6:30) Public Affairs Events 

DISC 63 25 38 45 Gold Rush Gold Rush (N) (:05) Last W. (N) (:05) Backyard Gold

DISN 68 52 47 36 Jessie <++ Home Alone 2: Lost in New York ('92) (:05) Place Place

E! 54 - - 55 The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office < Eight Crazy Nights

ESPN 25 29 26 33 Finalists Herbies 30 for 30 College Football

ESPN2 26 30 27 34 Women's College Volleyball Volleyball Women's College Volleyball

EWTN 58 15 15 17 Daily Mass: Olam News (N) EWTNNews Rosary (N) Life/Rock Icons

FNC 35 35 52 31 Ingraham (N) (Live) Jesse (N) (Live) Hannity (N) (Live) To Be Announced (N)

FOOD 56 57 62 44 Diners Diners Diners Diners Diners (N) Diners Diners Diners

FREE 66 26 32 39 Movie (:45) <+++ Toy Story 4 ('19) Tom Hanks. < Dr. Seuss' How the Grinch Stole ...

FX 46 51 54 56 (6:00) < Dr. Seuss' Gri... <+++ Home Alone ('90) Joe Pesci, Macaulay Culkin. Movie

FXM 632 146 306 - <+++ Mrs. Doubtfire ('93) Sally Field, Robin Williams. (:40) <+++ Mrs. Doubtfire ('93)

FYI 134 115 303 115 Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage Storage

GSN 177 108 300 108 Flip Side Split Press Your Luck Wheel Wheel FamFeud FamFeud

HALL 59 59 58 62 (6:00) < Sugarplummed < Hanukkah on the Rocks Stacey Farber. (P) < Leah's Perfect Gift

HGTV 55 38 49 43 DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo.. DreamHo..

HIST 61 39 37 41 UnBelievable UnBelievable UnBelievable (N) (:05) Mysteries (N)

LIFE 30 32 34 23 (6:00) < A Gift Wrappe... < Holiday in Happy Hollow ('23) < Miracle in Motor City

MSNBC 40 56 57 59 The ReidOut (N) (Live) All In With (N) (Live) Wagner (N) (Live) Last Word (N) (Live)

MTV 28 27 31 52 Catfish: The TV Show <++ The Hangover Part II ('11) Ed Helms, Bradley Cooper. Movie

NATGEO 129 120 301 - Ancient Bodies Witches: Truth Witches: Truth Witches: Truth

NBATV 308 308 - 308 Pregame NBA Basketball NBA Basketball

NBCSB 24 48 50 38 (6:30) Early Early Edition Benny vs. Curran's Benny vs. BST Fridays (N) (Live)

NESN 27 37 42 35 College Hockey New Hampshire at Dartmouth (N) (Live) Ski The Tradition 2024

NICK 67 28 46 37 <++ Sonic the Hedgehog 2 ('22) James Marsden. Friends Friends Friends

OVAT 187 17 - 142 <++ Golden Eye ('89) Phyllis Logan, Ed Deveraux, Charles Dance. Death in Paradise

OXY 49 - - - Snapped Buried "Fatal Secrets" Buried "Living in Fear" Homicide Hol.

PARMT 31 40 24 54 (6:50) Yell.. (:50) Yellowstone (:45) Yellowstone (:50) Yellowstone Yellowst.

SYFY 70 42 45 51 Movie <+++ Transformers ('07) Tyrese Gibson, Josh Duhamel, Shia LaBeouf. Movie

TBN 464 112 14 112 Allen Stakelbeck To Be Announced To Be Announced From Stakelbeck

TBS 48 44 29 48 Big Bang Big Bang <+++ Coach Carter ('05) Robert Ri'chard, Samuel L. Jackson.

TCM 42 45 44 141 (6:45) < Three on a Mat... <+++ MacArthur ('77) Ed Flanders, Gregory Peck. Movie

TLC 62 55 60 40 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day "More to Love: The Call of the Wild" (N) 90 Day (N) 90 Day

TNT 44 24 35 47 <+++ Wonder Woman ('17) Chris Pine, Connie Nielsen, Gal Gadot. All Elite Wrestling

TRAVEL 57 58 56 - The Dead Files The Dead Files The Dead Files The Dead Files

TRUTV 41 54 63 24 (6:00) <++ The Replacements Evolve & F <++ The Replacements Keanu Reeves.

TVLAND 64 41 51 60 Raymond Raymond Raymond Raymond (:20) Raymond Raymond Raymond

USA 47 23 25 46 (6:00) < London Has F... WWE Friday Night SmackDown (N) (Live) <++ Jason Bourne

VH1 29 47 28 53 (5:30) < Mean Girls <+++ Crazy Rich Asians ('18) Henry Golding, Constance Wu. (P)

HBO 511 301 110 201 (6:15) < Dirty Harry <++++ Unforgiven ('92) Clint Eastwood. < Super/ Man: Christo...

MAX 531 305 116 270 (6:20) < Demolition <+++ A Most Wanted Man ('14) (:05) < Cut Bank ('14)

PARSHO 551 201 120 221 Dexter "Truth Be Told" Dexter "Born Free" The Agency < Friday the 13th (P)

STARZ 581 241 130 241 Outlander Outlander (N) Outlander (:05) <+++ M3GAN

TMC 571 205 127 231 (6:35) < Disquiet ('23) <++ The Last Voyage of the Demeter ('23) <++ Beau Is Afraid

A=Augusta W=Waterville B=Beeline Cable P=Pittsfield (N)=New Episode (S)=Stereo (CC) Closed Captioned 

Bestsellers

MAINE AUTHORS

A LIFE IN THE GARDEN: TALES AND TIPS  
FOR GROWING FOOD IN EVERY SEASON

A
merican homespun philosopher 
Texas Bix Bender has this advice 
for gardeners: “The best way to 
garden is to put on a wide-brimmed 
hat and some old clothes. And with 
a hoe in one hand and a cold drink 

in the other, tell somebody else where to 
dig.” This advice works well if you have a lot 
of summer houseguests. Put them to work.

Barbara Damrosh’s latest book, “A Life 
in the Garden,” takes a more personally 
involved approach 
to gardening, with 
valuable informa-
tion, tips, quips, an-
ecdotes and cooking 
ideas for vegetable 
gardeners of all 
ages, abilities and 
interests. She and 
her husband, Eliot 
Coleman, live and 
work on Four Sea-
son Farm in Harbor-
side, Maine (out on 
Cape Rosier). She’s 
written numerous 
gardening books, 
but this one may be 
her most fun and 
useful.

Their farm is a “nationally recognized 
model of small-scale sustainable agricul-
ture,” but the book is not intended to turn 
anybody into a farmer; rather, it shows 
anyone how to garden efficiently and pro-
ductively year-round to grow food, an effort 
that also adds to our mental and physical 
well-being. Damrosh describes the philos-
ophy of the “kitchen garden,” with careful 
consideration of the money, time and space 
we can devote to gardening.

She explains soil science, the importance 
of organic matter, clever ways to use space 
for greater food production, how to create 
a plan for your garden, and the basic tools 
needed (without spending much money). 
She also offers wonderfully easy cook-
ing tips for a variety of vegetables (soups, 
stews, side dishes, salads), using olive oil 
and garlic generously.

Learn about “garden geometry,” how to 
make pemmican, the difference between 

good spinach and bad spinach, why a sweet 
potato isn’t a yam, and which tasty vegeta-
ble is called “the stinking rose.”

BITTER PASSAGE: AN ALLEGHENY BECKHAM NOVEL
As a police officer in Chicago, Allie Beck-

ham became disgusted with big-city cor-
ruption and rampant sexism in the police 
department. After five years she quit and 
moved back to her hometown in Maine, and 
became a deputy sheriff in fictional Cham-
berlain County.  She thinks life in Maine will 
be different, but she’s wrong.

“Bitter Passage” is coastal Maine author 
Geoffrey Bates’ gritty cop-drama/mur-
der-mystery set in a cold Maine winter. 
Bates isn’t a cop, but he thinks like one, 
creating a suspenseful tale of a savvy fe-
male deputy up to her gun belt in gruesome 
crimes, deadly intrigue and professional 
treachery. And despite promises of support, 
Beckham finds herself very alone dealing 
with killers and more dangerous sexism.

This is a complex story involving numer-
ous plot lines that seem unconnected to 
Beckham, but Bates deftly weaves them to-
gether into a compelling tale with a strong 
lead character and loads of clues and ac-
tion. Beckham was hired to replace a dep-
uty who died in a shooting accident (clean-
ing his gun?). The county sheriff treats her 
like a bumpkin, blaming her for things she 
didn’t do, questioning her professionalism, 
and acting like he’s hiding something.

A gruesome murder quickly leads to a 
double kidnapping and ransom demand 
connected to two wealthy families. A sheriff 
detective seems friendly enough, but some-
thing is just not right with him. Ignored by 
the sheriff and left on her own, Beckham 
uncovers a frightening criminal enterprise, 
and is not surprised when nobody takes her 
seriously.

Add a violent, gun-toting white-suprem-
acy militia, fear and intimidation, threats, 
sex abuse and a police cover-up, and Bates 
has a well-crafted, tense crime drama. 

And Beckham? 
Well, she’s not done yet, and the ending 

will surprise you. We can only hope to see 
her again.

Bill Bushnell lives and writes in Harpswell.

‘A Life in the Garden’  
and ‘Bitter Passage’

Barbara Damrosh’s latest book takes a personally involved approach  
to gardening, and Geoffrey Bates’ gives us a gritty murder mystery.

A LIFE IN THE GARDEN: TALES AND TIPS FOR 
GROWING FOOD IN EVERY SEASON by Barbara 
Damrosh; Timber Press, 2024; 380 pages, $40; 
ISBN 978-1-64236-181-2.

BITTER PASSAGE: AN ALLEGHENY BECKHAM 
NOVEL by Geoffrey Bates; Norumbega Press, 
2024; 309 pages, $16.95; ISBN 979-8-9904260-
0-9.

FICTION
HARDCOVER
1. “James,” by Percival 
Everett (Doubleday)
2. “The City and Its 
Uncertain Walls,” by 
Haruki Murakami (Knopf)
3. “Intermezzo,” by Sally 
Rooney (Farrar, Straus & 
Giroux)
4. “Small Things Like 
These,” by Claire Keegan 
(Grove)
5. “All Fours,” by Miranda 
July (Riverhead)
6. “The Snowy Day,” by 
Ezra Jack Keats (Viking)
7. “How to Read a 
Book,” by Monica Wood 
(Mariner)
8. “Tell Me Everything,” 
by Elizabeth Strout 
(Random House)
9. “The Women,” by 
Kristin Hannah (St. 
Martin’s)
10. “Blueberries for Sal,” 
by Robert McCloskey 
(Viking)

PAPERBACK
1. “North Woods,” by 
Daniel Mason (Random 
House)
2. “A Most Agreeable 
Murder,” by Julia Seales 
(Random House)
3. “The Thursday Murder 
Club,” by Richard Osman 
(Penguin)
4. “Orbital,” by Samantha 
Harvey (Grove)
5. “The Berry Pickers,” 
by Amanda Peters 
(Catapult)
6. “Blueberries for Sal,” 
by Robert McCloskey 
(Puffin)
7. “The Best Short Stories 
2024: The O. Henry Prize 
Winners,” edited by 
Amor Towles (Vintage)
8. “The Best American 
Short Stories 2024,” by 
Lauren Groff (Mariner)
9. “The Wild Robot,” 
by Peter Brown (Little 
Brown)
10. “Babel,” by R.F. 
Kuang (Harper)

NONFICTION
HARDCOVER
1. “Serviceberry: 
Abundance and 
Reciprocity in the 
Natural World,” by Robin 
Wall Kimmerer (Scribner)
2. “Wintering,” by 
Katherine May (River- 
head)
3. “The Demon of 
Unrest,” by Erik Larson 
(Crown)
4. “The Backyard Bird 
Chronicles,” by Amy Tan 
(Knopf)
5. “War,” by Bob 
Woodward (Simon & 
Schuster)
6. “Slow Productivity,” by 
Cal Newport (Portfolio)
7. “The Message,” by 
Ta-Nehisi Coates (One 
World)
8. “What the Chicken 
Knows: A New 
Appreciation of the 
World’s Most Familiar 
Bird,” by Sy Montgomery 
(Atria)
9. “Cher: The Memoir, 
Part One,” by Cher (Dey 
Street)
10. “A Walk in the 
Park,” by Kevin Fedarko 
(Scribner)

PAPERBACK
1. “How to Listen,” 
by Thich Nhat Hanh 
(Parallax)
2. “Say Nothing,” by 
Patrick Radden Keefe 
(Anchor)
3. “Lost on a Mountain in 
Maine,” by Donn Fendler 
(Harper)
4. “The Art Thief,” by 
Michael Finkle (Vintage)
5. “How to Love,” 
by Thich Nhat Hanh 
(Parallax)
6. “Of Time and Turtles,” 
by Sy Montgomery 
(Mariner)
7. “Notes on Complexity,” 
by Neil Theise (Spiegel & 
Grau)
8. “Four Thousand 
Weeks,” by Oliver 
Burkeman (Picador)
9. “Consider the Fork,” 
by Bee Wilson (Basic)
10. “Ten Birds That 
Changed the World,” by 
Stephen Moss (Basic)

— Longfellow Books, 
Portland

BILL BUSHNELL
BUSHNELL
ON BOOKS




