
MCCF Survey on Election Candidate
Views on Improved Cycle Infrastructure

Improved cycling provision X
Increased road safety X
Properly built infrastructure X

The Maidstone Cycle Campaign Forum have used their best endeavours to ask (using email
addresses where published) all candidates standing for KCC and MBC at the local elections
on 6th May to talk to us about their policies for improving cycling infrastructure in the town.
Any candidates who are shown as not having made a response and wish to do so are invited
to contact Maidstone Cycle Campaign Forum at info@maidstonecycling.uk.

The league table of number of responses by party was as follows:

Lib Dems 14 responses - 61% of candidates

Labour 13 responses - 72% of candidates

Greens 10 responses - 56% of candidates

Conservative 8 responses - 35% of candidates

Independent * 4 responses - 14% of candidates

Reform UK 2 responses - 100% of candidates

The For Britain Movement 0 responses - 0% of candidates

Conclusion: The Lib Dems, Greens and Labour have the biggest numbers who are up for a
discussion on improving sustainable transport options for Maidstone.

* Due to the lack of a party infrastructure it was less easy to contact these candidates which
may have depressed the response rate.



How positive were the candidates about cycling friendly
policies?
By averaging the responses by party we get the following picture:

Lib Dems 5 - Fully support

Greens 5 - Fully support

Labour 5 - Fully support

Independent 4 *

Conservative 3

Reform UK 3

There is a high degree of support across the parties for improved cycle infrastructure,
increased safety and delivery of infrastructure to national standards (hopefully learning from
the experience of the po-up cycle lanes in King Street.

* This is on the basis of a single input.

Conclusion

We do have very strong support across Maidstone candidates for improving Maidstone’s
cycling infrastructure. Support is particularly strong for the implementation of segregated
cycle lanes across all respondents to the survey. All parties except Labour have individual
doubts about the other four policies with the Conservatives having the most concerns. Based
on the comments, these are mostly in relation to enforcement and feasibility.

The challenge for Maidstone has to be to turn the general support of nearly 50% of the KCC
and Maidstone candidates into actual delivery of improved solutions to encourage more safe
and convenient cycle journeys in the borough.



Details of the Survey:

Introduction:

Can we help people make short journeys
on foot or by bike to make Kent a
healthier place to live?
41% of UK journeys are just 1-2 miles, yet 61% of them are made by car for lack of safe,

realistic alternatives (DfT) If just 40% of those trips were made on foot, by bike or by bus it

would halve congestion and pollution and make our county a safer and healthier place to live.

The cycling advocacy groups from all over Kent have come together to create this

questionnaire for candidates at the forthcoming elections. We propose 5 practical measures

to bring about the transformation of our villages, towns and cities. Taken together the

measures would be self-financing because they would reduce the annual costs to Kent of

congestion (about £275m (INRIX)) collisions (about £300m (DfT)), and obesity and respiratory

illnesses (about 1bn (Public Health England)). Please let us know which ones you will actively

support if elected. We will be pleased to publish the results to our members and followers.

With the following questions:

Segregated cycle routes to increase level of sustainable travel
Segregated cycleways on all major routes so that local education,
employment, leisure and retail journeys can be undertaken safely and
conveniently using sustainable means.

Low Traffic Neighbourhoods (LTNs) to facilitate local walking
and cycling
Introduction of LTNs to provide environments in which people feel
safe walking and cycling in their neighbourhood. The principle of
LTNs is to ensure that residential streets are primarily for local
community use and are safe and comfortable for children, adults,
older people and people with disabilities.



20mph speed limits to improve safety
20mph speed limits in villages, towns and cities so that people feel safe and
more comfortable in a quieter and cleaner local environment.

Kent Vision Zero
Kent’s strategy to reduce fatalities and injuries on Kent’s roads bringing
together road engineering, enforcement and education to achieve a
dramatic safety improvement.

Use of national infrastructure standards - LTN1/20
Application of the Department for Transport’s ‘Cycle infrastructure design
(LTN 1/20)’ to enable cycling and walking to become the natural choice for
short journeys or as part of a longer journey. LTN1/20 is now the definitive
national standard defining effective cycle infrastructure and moving away
from measures which have proven to be ineffective such as white lines and
shared paths.










