
Columbiana First United Methodist 

210 S Main St. • Columbiana, Ohio 44408 

(330) 482-2382 

January 11th, 2026               Baptism of the Lord 

Prelude: 

*Enter the Light of Christ  

 

Pastor’s Welcome  

Announcements: 

• One Board Meeting will be Jan. 21st. 

 

*Opening Prayer:  

Almighty God, at the baptism of Jesus, You opened the heavens 

and declared Him Your Beloved Son. 

 

Open our hearts today by that same Spirit. Descend upon us, 

cleanse us, and renew our calling, that our worship may be 

pleasing in Your sight and our lives reflect the light of Christ. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*Opening Hymn: Baptized in Water  TFWS #2248 

 (sung to the tune Morning has Broken) 

 

Call to Worship:  

L: Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be 

baptized.  

P: We come to be cleansed and made whole. 

L: Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that 

John baptize God Incarnate. 

P:  We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God. 

L: Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the 

truth of our identity as baptized people.  

P: We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved 

children of God. 

L: Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters 

and salvation life. 

P: We come to worship God who empowers us through divine 

presence to live together as the family of God. 

 

 

Pastoral Prayer  

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offertory: 

*Doxology            #95 

 

*Prayer of Dedication 

God, draw us into community and new life through grace and 

justice. As Jesus stood with us, we offer these gifts to serve others 

and proclaim your kingdom. Use our offerings for righteousness. 

Help us be agents of healing and hope in a world seeking good 

news. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

 

Hymn of Preparation: “When Jesus Came to Jordan”  #252 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:13-17 

Gloria Patri      #70 

 

Message: “Here Is My Servant Behold My Beloved”     Pastor Cyndi 

 

*Closing Hymn: “To God Be the Glory” # 98 

 

*Benediction      

*Sending:  “God Be with You” 

*Postlude 

*Indicates for the congregation to stand if you are able 



Welcome, 

Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ. 

As we gather today, we remember Jesus stepping into the waters of the Jordan — choosing 

to stand with us, choosing to begin His ministry among ordinary people, choosing to show 

us the way of humility and new beginnings. 

 

May the same Spirit that rested on Him rest on us now. 

 

May this hour open our hearts to God’s presence. 

And may we discover again that we are held, guided, and renewed by grace. 

 

Let us praise and worship God together. 

 

Dear Heavenly Father, 

On this day we remember Jesus stepping into the Jordan River, choosing to stand with us in 

all our humanity. As the waters closed around him and opened again, you spoke words of 

deep tenderness: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We gather 

now longing to hear those words spoken over us, too. 

Speak to us again, O God. Call us Yur beloved. Let Your Spirit rest on us as gently as a dove, 

reminding us that before we accomplish anything, before we succeed or fail, we belong to 

You. 

We pray for the courage to follow Jesus into the waters of new beginnings. 

Where we are weary, renew us. 

Where we are uncertain, guide us. 

Where we are afraid, steady us with Your presence. 

Where we feel unworthy, whisper again Your words of delight. 

 

We pause now in silence, opening our hearts to your Spirit… 

(silent prayer) 

God of justice and mercy, shape us into people who reflect the One who came not to break 

the bruised reed or quench the faint flame. Make us gentle with one another. Make us bold 

in compassion. Prepare us to serve in ways that heal, restore, and uplift. 

We pray for those who feel submerged by life’s troubles, those who are grieving, ill, lonely, 

or overwhelmed.  

Gracious God, we bring before You Inez Corey, grateful for Your provision in helping her 

receive the care she needed. We ask that You continue to lead and inspire her medical team 

with Your wisdom, so that they may offer the right treatment and support. May Your healing 

presence be upon Inez, restoring her in accordance with Your will. 



We also lift Becky Sue as she faces a medical procedure in the coming week. Grant her a 

sense of calm and peace as she prepares. Surround her medical team with Your guidance 

and insight, that through their work, Your healing may be accomplished in her life. 

We lift up Anne’s sister, Ellen, who remains in the hospital in need of continued medical 

attention. Lord, we ask that Your comforting presence surround her during this time of 

recovery. Please reach out with Your healing hand and bring restoration and strength to her 

body. May Your care and compassion be evident through the hands of her medical team, and 

may she experience Your peace as she journeys toward renewed health. 

We thank You for helping Cora recover so she can return to worship with her church 

community and ask that You keep her well. We also appreciate the healing You are giving 

Brad and pray You continue to give him strength so he can pursue what he has hoped to do 

for You and his loved ones. 

We pray for our congregation that we may live as a people who remember our baptismal 

calling: to seek Your will, to walk in Your ways, and to shine with Your light in a world 

longing for hope. 

And as Jesus rose from the river to begin His ministry, raise us again today—renewed, 

beloved, and ready to follow where You lead. We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus, your 

Beloved Son, and our Savior. Amen. 


