
Dear Governor Abbott, 

 

My name is Cindy Gaskill.  I am a Republican Delegate from Montgomery County, Texas.   

Please VETO HB 547 (aka the Tim Tebow bill).  Although the bill is permissive from the Home School student’s 

perspective, it is NOT PERMISSIVE for the public-school STUDENT who has been working toward achievement in UIL 

sanctioned sports.  In other words, the public-school student has no say if a home school student who is not in his school 

community takes his/her position on a team.  Furthermore, most public-school students do not have the financial means to 

attend private school as a sports alternative.  

I am going to use the example of Baseball as the UIL activity because it has the fewest spots available (about 12 per 

team), and it is the activity with which our family is most familiar.  

Home school students have other options for sports, and they have already opted out of Public School by choice.  

INCONSISTENT RULES FOR HOMESCHOOL VS. PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS:  

• Shouldn’t all Team Members have equal requirements to play/participate? 

• Separate but equal has been tried before with disastrous consequences and it is not fair to either group. 

• HB 547 is a SEPARATE BUT UNEQUAL piece of legislation. 

• The Chart below details how differently and unfairly the Public-School Student and the Home School Student will 

be treated as far as eligibility. 

  Public School Student Home School Student 

Education Code, Title 2, Subtitle F, Ch 38, Subchapter D  

 33.081 Student must have 70/100 grades on all 

schoolwork. Grades are checked every 

six weeks.   

No grade check by independent party; 

parents give their word the student is 

passing.  

 33.0811 Students with too many absences are 

disqualified 

Not possible to be absent from home 

school.  

 33.091 Students are subject to random drug 

testing for steroid use 
???  Unknown 

University Interscholastic League (UIL) Constitution & Rules  

 400 (d) Must be in compliance with State Board 

of Education Requirements 

HB 547 ensures no oversight from State 

Board of Education. 

 400 (g) Must be enrolled in 9th grade not more 

than 4 years ago; 10th grade 3 years ago 

HB 547 has no mechanism to make sure 

the home school student follows grade 

progression. 

 406 Must be a Full-Time Day Student 

enrolled in the required number of 

courses by state law. 

No requirement or verification of 

coursework required. 

 407 Regular attendance is required – no more 

than 10 absences allowed.   
No requirement or verification required. 

 411 Must have course credit requirements for 

eligibility by grade (5, 10, 15 credits) 

No requirement or verification of 

coursework required. 

 445 No Repeating Grades for Athletic 

Purposes – 7th or 8th graders held back 

lose year(s) of eligibility. 

No way to verify if a home school student 

is held back for any reason. 

 446 Age – must be less than 19 unless in 

special education as determined by an 

ARD or as a 504 student. Must provide 

documentation of special ed status.  

No verification of special ed status in 

home school.  Parents can claim whatever 

they want. 

HB 547 (f) 

No testing required. 

Student must demonstrate grade-level 

academic proficiency on standardized 

national test; good for two full years. 



UIL STATEMENT OF PURPOSE: 

In the UIL Statement of Purpose (Attachment 1), you can clearly see the inherent conflict of UIL rules with HB 547.   

The UIL Statement of Purpose says: 

• “the CLASSROOM is enriched by the flow of student energy into the more intensified arena of competition and 

back into the classroom.”  Home school students will not be a part of the “CLASSROOM.” 

• “RULES, consistently applied, create order and discipline.” There will be a different set of rules for Home School 

students and a different set of RULES for Public School Students.  Rules will not be consistently applied at all.  In 

fact, RULES will be INCONSISTENT.  

• Students will have an opportunity to “complement their CLASS WORK with practice and performance.”  Public 

School students will have Class Work in the traditional sense affiliated with the school.  Home school students 

may or may not have traditional class work and it surely will not be affiliated with the school.  

• So has the PURPOSE of UIL now changed??  What is the new purpose?  To be unfair with its rules? 

FUNDING OF SPORTS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS: 

• Parents of Home-schooled students argue they should be entitled to play sports in public schools because they 

already pay school taxes.  They do pay taxes, but that does not mean the money they pay goes to the school due to 

the funding formula unique to Texas. 

• Public schools receive money for maintenance and operations based on average daily attendance of ENROLLED 

students.  This is sometimes known as “butts in seats.”  Homeschooled kids will not be enrolled in school, so no 

extra money for coach salaries will go to the school if the extra kids are not enrolled.  

• Fields and stadiums are usually paid with school bonds.  These facilities are open to the public for use since they 

are paid by local bonds.   

• Uniforms, field maintenance, upgrades, etc. are usually paid for by booster clubs.  My older son went to The 

Woodlands High School.  The Woodlands High School Baseball Booster club typically raises between $130,000-

$160,000 per season to support the baseball season.  The school only gives the program enough money to buy 

baseballs and that is it.  See tax return from the Highlander Homerun Club for The Woodlands High School 

(Attachment 2).   The pressure to raise money is intense and it is expected from the families in the baseball 

program.  

UPHEAVAL OF THE UIL CONSTITUTION AND CONTEST RULES 

• The UIL Constitution and Rules will have to be completely re-written to make provisions for the Home School 

student.  https://www.uiltexas.org/files/policy/2020-21_full_UIL_Constitution.pdf 

• The rules will be inconsistent and applied unfairly (Public-School Students are subject to more criteria than the 

Home-Schooled Student). 

• The original purpose of UIL rules must change.  This defeats the original reasons for the creation of UIL.  

CLASSROOM PRACTICE – ENROLLED or NOT? 

• Every UIL activity is also a class period (or two) at school during the day and sometimes this takes place in the 

middle of a school day.   

• How is a home-schooled student who is NOT ENROLLED at the school going to attend this class which is a 

requirement to stay up with practice and/or rehearsal?   

UIL SCHOOL CLASSIFICATION – 6A, 5A, 4A, etc. 

• The Level of Competition is determined by the number of ENROLLED students at a school.  Districts across 

Texas may or may not allow Home-schooled students to participate in UIL activities.  Will there be a mechanism 

to “count” home-schooled students to ensure fairness? 

 

 

https://www.uiltexas.org/files/policy/2020-21_full_UIL_Constitution.pdf


EXCLUDED vs. OPTED OUT 

• One Texas State Representative claimed Home-schooled students are “excluded” from UIL activities.  Home-

schooled families OPT-OUT of Public school by choice for various reasons by choice and their free will.  They 

are not “excluded.”  They can easily be “included” if they choose to enroll their students in the school.  This is 

really the only way to be fair to all students who participate in UIL activities.  

 

Thank you, Governor Abbott, for reading this letter.  Students take great pride in their schools and those who attend and 

teach at a school become a community.  Allowing students not enrolled in a public school to infiltrate UIL sports and 

activities could create resentment and disruption to the sense of a school pride and community.  We must be fair to all 

students such that rules are applied consistently to all groups without discrimination.   

 

PLEASE VETO HB 547. 

 

Should you have questions, please reply by email or you can call me at 713-252-3027. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cindy K. Gaskill 
 

Cindy Gaskill 

 

 



Attachment 1 – UIL Statement of Purpose 

 

 

 

UIL rules will be 

inconsistently 

applied. Not 

equal. 

UIL’s current 

purpose relates 

to the SCHOOL 

CLASSROOM.  

A HOME-

SCHOOL 

student does 

not participate 

in a classroom. 








































