
Cross Connection Ordinance for the Selmer Water Systcm
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This Ordinance sets forth uniform requirements for thc protectlon of the public lvater system for the
Setmer Wator S)6teni from possible iontamination, and enabtc the Setmcr Water System to compty with
all appticable local, Statc and Federal laws, regulations, standards or requirements, including the Safe
Drinkiirg Water Act of 1996, TCA 68.221'ilAl rc 6t-221-720 and the Rulcs and Regulations for Public
Water Systems and Drinking Water Quality issued by the Tennessee Department of Environment and

Cpnservation; Division of Water Supply.

Oblecfives,
The objectivcs of this Ordinance are to:

(l) To protect thc publlc potable water system of Selmer Water System fro:1 the possibility of
contamination or pollution by isolating within tho custome/s internat distribution system, such

contaminants or pollutants that could backflow or backsiphon into the public water system:
(2) To promote the elimination or control of existing cross connections, actual or potential, between
the customefs in-houso potable water systefn and non-potable water systems, plumbing fixtures, and

indusbial piping systems;
(3) To provide for fie maintenanco of a continuing program of cross connection controt that will
systematically and effectively prevent the contamination or potlution of all potable watet syslems.

Dellntllons, 
' 
.

The foltowlng wordg terms and phrases shatt have thc meanlngs arcribed lo them in this sectlon,
whgn used in the interpretatlon and enforcement of thls artlcle:

(l) Alr.sao shall mean I vertical, phpical separation betweon a water supply and the overflow rim of
.a non-pressurized receiving vesel. An approved airgap separation shall be at least twice the inside

diameter of the water supply line, but in no casc less than six (6') inches. Where a discharge line
serves as receiver,0re airgap shall be at least twice the diameter of the discharge line, but nol less

than six (6') incho.

(2) Atmosnheric vacuum brcaker shall mean a dovice, which proncns backsiphonage 0y qreating an

atmospheric yent when therc is eifter a negative pressurc or sub-atmosphcric prossurc in the rvater

systcm.

(3) Auxlllarv lntake shatt mean any water supply, on or avaitabtc to a prcmiscs, o$rer thanihat
directly supplied by thc publlc water system. These auxiliary waters may include water from another
purveyor's public water s)rstem; any natural souree, such as a well, spring river, strcatn, and so forth;
used, rectaimed or reclcled waters; or industrial fluids.

(4) Backttow shatl mean the undesirable ieversatof the intended direction of flow in a potable water

disbibution system as a rcsult ofa cross connection.

(5) Backnressure shalt mean any elevation ofpressure in the downstream piping system (caused by
pump, elevated tank or piping steam and/or air pressurQ above the water supply pressure at the point
which would oausc, or tend to cause, a reversal of thc normaldirection of flow.

(6) Backslohonagg shalt mean the flow of wator or othor liquids, mixtures or substances into the
potable water system ftom any source other than its lntended source, caused by the reduction of
pressure in the potable wator slctem.

(7) Bvnass shall.mean any system of piping or other anangement whereby water from rho public
water s)atem can be diverted around a backflow prevention device.
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(14) Potable water shall mean water, which meets the criteria of the Tennessee Dcpartmcnt of
Environment and Conservation and the United States Environmentat Protection Agency for human
consumption.

(15) Pressure vacurlm breaker shall mean an assembly consisting of a device containing one (l) or
two (2) independently operating spring loaded check valves and an independently operating spring
loaded air inlet valve located on thc dlschargc side of the check valve(s), with tightly closing shut-ofT
nalves on each side ofthe check valves and properly located test cocks for the testing ofthe check
valves and relief valve.

(16) Ppblic water supolv shall mean the Selmer Water System, which furnishes potable water to the
public for general use and which is recognized as the public water supply by the Tennessee
Department of Environment and Conservation.

(17) Reduc.qd nressure orinclole backflow prevention devlce shall mean an assembty.consisting of
two (2) independently operating approvcd check valves wi$r an automatically operating differential
relief valve located between the trvo check valvcs,lightly closing rcsillent seated shut-offvalves, ptus
properly located resilient seated test cocks for the testing ofthe chcck valves and the reliefvalve.

(l t) Manaeer shall mean the Manager of the Selmer Water Sptem or his duty authorized deputy,
agent or repnesentative.

(19) Water srnstcm shalt be considered as made up of two (2) parts, the utitity system and the
customer sJ6tem.

a. The utility system shall consist of the facilities for the storage and distribution of water and shall
include all those facilities of the water system under the complete control of the utility system, up
to the point where the custome/s system begins (i.e. the water meter);
b. The customer system shall include those parts of the hcilities beyond the termination of the-
utility system distribution system 0rat are utilized in conveying domcstic water to poins of use.

Comollancewith T,Cr4.

@shallberesponsibtefortheprotectionofthepublicwatersystemfrom
contamination or pollution due to the backflow of contaminants through the water service connection.
The Selmer Water System shall comply with Section 68-221-71I ofthe Tennessee Code Annotated, as
well as thc Rulcs and Rcgulations for Public Water Systems and Drinking Water Quality, legally adopted
in accordance with 0ris Code, which pertain to cross connections, auxiliary intakcs, bypasses and
interconnections; and shall cstablish an effectivg on.going program to control these undesirable watcr
uses.

Reeulgted
(l) No water servlcc connection to any premises shall be installed or maintained by the Selmer Water

System unless the water supply system is protected as reguired by state laws and this Ordinanoe. Service
of water to any premiscs shall be discontinued by the Selmer Water System if a backflow prevention
device required.by this Ordinance is not installed, tested, and/or maintained; or if it is found that a
backflow prevention device has been removed, bypassed, or ifan unprotected cross connection exists on
the premises. Service shall not be restored until such conditions or ilefects are corrected.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any.person to cause a cross sonnection to be made or allow one to exist for
any purpose whatsoever unless the construction and operation of same have been approved by the
Tennessee Departmurt of Environment and Conservation, and the operation of such cross connection is
at all timss undcr the direction of thc managor of thc Selmer Watcr Systcm.
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(2) Where cross connections, auxiliary intakes, bypasses or interconncctions are found that constitute an
Gr(reme haurd,with the immediato possibility of contaminating the public water system, the Selmer
Water System shall require that immediate conective action be taken to eliminate the threat to the public
water system. Expeditious steps shall be takon to disconnect the public water system fiom the on-slte
piping system unless the imminent hazard is immediatcly conected, subject to the right to a duo process
hearing upon timely rcquesl The timc allowed for preparation for a duc process hearing shall bc relative
to the risk of hazard to the public health and may follow disconnection when the risk to the public health
and safety, in the opinion of the manager, wanants disconnection prior to a due process hearing.

(3) The faiture to conect conditions threatening the safcty of the public water system as prohibited by
this Ordinance and Tennesec Codc Anpotatcd, Section 68.2?l-711, within the time limits established by
the manager or his representative, shatt be gmunds for denial of water service. If proper pmtection has
not been provided after a reasonablc timg the manager shall give lhe customer legal notification that
water service is to be discontinued, and shall physically separate the public water s)6tem from the
customer's on-site piping in such a manner that the two systems cannot again bo connected by an
unauthorizcd person, subjeot to the right ofa due procgss hearing upon timely requost. The due process
hearing may follow disconnection when the risk to the public health and safety, in the opinion of the
manager, wananls disconnection prlor to a due process hearing.

Reoulred Deilces
(l) An approved backflow prevention assembly shall be installed downstream of the meter on each scrvice
line to a c{stomer's premiscs at or near the property line or immediately inside tho building being served,
but in allcascs, before the first branch linc leadlng olfthc service line, when any of the following
conditions exist:

a. Impractical to provide an cffective air-gap separation;
b. The owner/occupant ofthe premlses cannot or is not willing to demonsfiale to the Selmer Water
Systcm that the water use and protectivo features ofthe plumblng aro such as to poso no threat to the
safety or potability of the lvater;
c. The naturs and mode of opaation within a premise are such that frequent alterations are made to tho
plumbing;
d. There is likelihood that protective measures may be subverted, altcred or disconnected;
c. Thc naure of tlre premises is such that 0re use of thc structurc'may changc to a use where in
backflow prcvcntion is required
f. The plumbing &om a privatc well or other water source enters tho promises served by the publlc
watersyrtem.

(2) The protective devices shatl be bf the reduced prcssure zone t),pe (exccpt ln the case of certain fire
protection systems and swimming pools with no permancnt plumbing installed) approved by the Tennessec
Department of Environment and Consenation and tho Selmer Water System, as to manufacture, model,
sizo and application. Tlre method of insallation of backflow prevenSion devices shall bc approved by the
Selmer Water System prior to insallation and shall comply with tho criteria set forth in this Ordinancc.
Thc installation and maintenance of backflow prevention devices shall bc at the expense of the owner or
occupanl of tho premises.

(3) Premises Requlrlng Reduced Pressurc Prlnclple Assemblics or Alr Gap Separatlon

Hlgh RIsk Htgh Hazards

Estabtishmens which pose significant risk ofcontamination or may create conditions which pose
an extrcme hazard of immediatc concern (High Risk High Hazards), the cross-connection controt
inspector shall re4uire immedlate or a short amount of time (14 days maximum), depending on
conditions, for corrective action to be taken. In such cases, if conections havc not been made
within the time limits set forth, water service will be discontinued.

@
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a. Class l, Class 2 and Class 3 fire protection systems shall gcnerally require a double check valvc
asscmbly; excopt l) a double check detector asscmbly shall bc required rvhere a hydrant or other point
of use exiss on the sFtem; or 2) a reducod pressure backflow prevention device shall be required
whcrr:

i. Underground fire sprinkter tines are paraltel to and within ten (10) feet horizontatly of pipes

carrying sewage or significantly toxic materials;
ii. Premlses havc unusually complex piping systems;
iii. Pumpers connecting to the system have corrosion inhibitors or other chemicals added to the

anks ofthe fire trucks. i

b. Class 4, Class 5 and Class 6 fire protection slatems shalt rqulre reduced pressure backflorv
prevention devices.

c. Whersver the fire protection system piping is not an acceptabte potable water system maferial, or
chemicals such as foam concentratos or antifreezc additives arc used, a reduced prcssure backflow
prevention device shall be requircd.

d. Swimming pools with no permanent plumbing and only fillcd with hoses will rcquire a hose bibb
\ncuum breaker be installed on the faucet used for filling.

(5) The manager or hls representativc may requlre additlonal and/or internal backflow prevention devices
wherein it is deemed necessary to prot€ct potable water supplies within the premises.

(6) installation Crltcria The minimum acceptabte criteria for thc installation of reduced pnessure

backflbw prevention deviceg double check valve assemblies or other backflow prevention deviccs

requiring regular inqpection or teting shall include the following:

(a) Alt required devices shall be installed in accordance with tho provisions ofthis Ordinance, by a

pcrson approved by the Selmer Water System who is knowledgcable in thc proper installation. Only
licenscd sprinkler conractom may insall, repair or test backflow prevention devices on fire protection

systems.
(b) All device shall be insalled in accordance with the manufacturer's lnstructions and shall possess

appropriate test cocks, fittingp and caps required for the testing ofthe devicc (except hose bibb
tacuum brcakcrs). All frttings shall bc of brass construction, unless otheru'ise approred by the Selmer

Watcr System, and shall permh dircct connection to department test cquipmcnt.
(c) Tfte entiro device, including valves and test cocks, shall bc easily accessible for tesling and repair.

d. All devices shall bc placed in the upright position in a horizontal run of pipe.

(e) Device shall be protected from freezirig, uandalism, mechanical abuse and from any conosive,
stickh greasy, abrasivo or other damaging environment.
(0 Reduced Pressure Backflow Prevention devlces shall be located a minimum of welve (12") inches

plus the nominat diameter of the devicc abovc either; l) the floor, 2) the top of opening(s) in the

irnctosure or 3) maximum flood levcl, whichever is higher. Maximum height abovc the floor surface

shall not exceed sixty (60') lnches.
(g) Cloarance from wall surtbces or other obstructions shall be at least six (6') inches. Devices located

in non-removabte onctosures shatl have at least twonty-four (24") inches ofclcaranoe on oach side of
the device for testing and repairs.
(h) Devices shall be positioned where a dischargc from the relief port will not ceatc undesirable

conditions. The retief port must never be pluggcd; restricted or solidly piped to a drain.
(i) An approved airgap shall separate the relief port from any drainage system. An approvcd air-gap

shatt be at least tnice'ttre inside diamgter of the supply llne, but never lcss than one (1") inch.

(j) An approved stralner shall be installed immodiatoly upstream of thc backflow Prevcntion device,

except in the casc of a lire protcctlon system.
(k) Devices shatl bc located in an arca free from submergence or flood potential, therefore newr in a

below grade plt or vault. All devices shall be adequately supported to prevent sagging.
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Non-ootable Suonllcs
The pouble watcr supply made arrailable to a premises served by the public water system shall be
protected fiom conamination as specificd in the provislons ofthis Ordinarrce. Any water pipe or outlct
wtrich could be used for pouble or domestic purposes and which is not supplied by the potable water
s)6tem must bc labeled in a conspicuous manner such as:

, , YATER ANSAaE rOR DIuNKING
,I

Thc minimum acccptablo slgn shalt havc black leters at tcast onc (1") inch high located on a red

background. Color-coding of pipelines, in accordance with (OSHA) Occupational Safety and Health Act
guidclines, shall be required in locations whcre in thcjudgment of the Selmcr Water System, such coding
is neccssary to identiff and protect ttre potablc water supply

Slabment Reoubed
Any person whose prcnrises aro supplied with water from the public wato system,.and who also has on
the-simo prcmises i well or other icparate souroe of water supply, or wlto storc,s water in an uncoveted
or unsanitary storago reservolr from which thc water is circulated through a piping rystenr, shall filc with
the Selmcr Water Syctem a statement ofthe nonexistence of unapproved or unauthorized cross
connections, auxitiary intakes, blpasses or tnterconnections. Such statement shall contain an agrcemsnt
ftat no cross connections, auxiliary intakes, blpasses or interconnections will bc pcrmitted upon the
prcmises. Such statement shall also includc the location of all additional uater sources utilized on the
premises and how droy are uscd. Ma:cimum backflow protcction shall be required on all pubtic water
sounces supplicd to the premlscs.

' 
t,

comptywlthanyofthcprovisionsofthisordinancemaybe
deemcd guilty ofa misdemcanorand subject lo'a fine.

(2) Indcpcndcnt of and in addition to any fines or penaltics imposcd, thc managcr may discontinue the
publlc water supply servlce to any premises upon wtrich there ls found to be a cross connection, ouxiliary
intakg bylass or lntorconnection; and servicc shall not be restorcd until such cross conncclion, auxiliary
intakg blpass or intcrconncction has becn eliminated.

Provhlon Anollcable
Tlre requlrunents contalned in this Ordinanceshall applyto all premises scrvcd by the Selmer Water
Systcm and are horoby mado partofthe conditions required to be met fordre Selmer \ilater System to
provide water scrvices to any premises. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be rigidly enhrced sincc it
is escntlal for the protcction of 0rc publio waler distribution system agains tho ontrance of
contamination. Any person aggieved by the action of the Ordinanoe is entltled to a due pr@ess lparing
upon tlmely request
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Selmer Water System

Adoption Date

1st Reading passed
2nd Reading passed

Town of Selmer Mayor
This the Btt day of March, 20L6
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