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BCBSMA is postponing monitored anesthesia care (MAC)
claim edits

Effective for dates of service on or after January 1, 2024, Blue
Cross Blue Shield was scheduled to implement diagnosis-driven
claim edits to support monitored anesthesia care (MAC) medical

policy 154 guidelines. This effort has now been postponed, and any claims denied after
January 1, 2024, will be retroactively approved, ensuring continuity of care for patients.
BCBS will also notify providers 90 days in advance of any future enforcement of this
policy.

As a reminder, medical policy 154 indicates that Blue Cross cover monitored anesthesia
care for endoscopic procedures, such as colonoscopies and upper endoscopies, when
medically necessary. Medical policy 154 also lists diagnosis codes and clinical scenarios
where monitored anesthesia care is medically necessary for endoscopic procedures,
outlined by certain medical conditions and complication risks.

See article here

BILHPN CDI team to host monthly trainingsBILHPN CDI team to host monthly trainings

Our colleagues with the BILHPN CDI team, in collaboration with
Oby Egbunike, our Director of Professional Coding and Education,
is set to host monthly, condition-specific clinical
documentation training courses – with CME credit. These
tailored sessions are designed to provide insight into condition-
specific documentation needs that support the capture of patients'
conditions.

Please find the training schedule with registration links below. Providers can attend any
trainings that would be helpful to them. Thank you for your support and partnership in
driving the success of these programs. Should you have any questions or need more

https://provider.bluecrossma.com/ProviderHome/portal/home/news/news/clinical-and-pharmacy/all networks/postponed monitored anesthesia care claim edits  (secure and non-secure)/!ut/p/z1/zZNfc9owDMC_il9ytz0EOwl_kr0BXQvtWNf1Uohfeo5jiFfHTh0D67efDb0WNgrbbQ_LnS-SIlnRTxLEcAaxJCu-IIYrSYTVM9y9H4XjYXAVo-uL7t05uvnUTuKwlyI07sDpxgHtPX00-BoOIoQurkOId-PRODxDNx-D0W10fhWhYftg_O5Nvxd_xAEf__87iCGuKS9gRpIk7MVR1w86SeS3k6Dtk6SX-0EeJqQbIJTHkfOm0tSmhFmt1YoXTINaaUMEoEoaJg0QPNdEP3noxYFasybCQ5KtGw9RwSWnNoLIAtQl0RWh1p0IASQza6UfrFOtGlMryQpQKcmN0lYikjWmZA0ngBLNABWEV4AV3DQAvGsYXVqju1Qq6W_V9z8T-hUBPt6Aqav5RI9P3XEJ8UKofDtQfZlH8QJizeZMM91aamsujambDx56pdbKxZJRrZqmIi2qKg99ef4yUhVzgBx1D5UbbUt2n69vUfh7fL0gRAcQO_MLZae8gnaaY715O9xO2BB3gjvP3Ldhm-hd-gfqLW1aOHurTJjZfvXe7Fc_hNMVZ2uYSmXrEvD2Dwd4hE5l6PxlhstTO2eZhHoynFgmNTGlz-Vcwdnu-Fs8_2r8bTL-7fER9-3iugX9vsP-P9_cukrTtIqjJ_9hPjGdvLOo7s8Gn32cxc0P5zFVlw!!/dz/d5/L2dBISEvZ0FBIS9nQSEh/?bt_ee=XGofO2TnmiMgtjkG%2Fs%2FSB%2BhHRiA7ac9NA%2BLKVYJbzFBowFc916tVflqqkDsEhtMT&bt_ts=1706122940486


information, please reach out to @BILHPN-CDITeam. 
 
Training Schedule
Please click the blue hyperlinks to register. Providers can be registered by practice staff
as well. All links allow pre-registration and a reminder email will be sent the day before
training to all registrants.
 
·        March 19: Cardiology - Click here to register (cardiology).
·        April 24: Pulmonology - Click here to register (pulmonary).
·        May 23: Neurology - Click here to register (neurology).
·        June 18: Rheumatology - Click here to register (rheumatology).
·        July 25: Psychology - Click here to register (psychology).
·        August 20: Endocrinology - Click here to register (endocrinology).
·        September 19: Gastroenterology - Click here to register (gastroenterology).
·        October 23: Nephrology - Click here to register (nephrology).
·        November 19: Urology - Click here to register (urology).
·        December 17: Vascular Surgery - Click here to register (vascular surgery).

CMS Incident to Billing Explained

CMS published a detailed informational article
back in March of 2023 in response to
questions regarding Incident To Billing. It can
be accessed here.

You can also find a FAQ on Incident To Billing for midlevels, here.

Please reach out to PLLCAdministration@bidmc.harvard.edu

Unicare to become Wellpoint

UniCare will begin rebranding as Wellpoint starting February
1, 2024.   Wellpoint administers health benefits for more
than 200,000 Massachusetts state and municipal employees,
retirees, and their families.

There will be no changes to members’ healthcare benefits or coverage. Members
will continue to have access to the previous Unicare network. Business operations
will remain unchanged as well. 

Click here for more information:  https://www.unicaremass.com/press/unicare-is-
becoming-wellpoint/

 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions or
concerns. I can be reached via email at

mailto:BILHPN-CDITeam@bilh.org
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0rcu-hpzsuEtACKQL5WGYhI9BgpQtXkGT9#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcof-2vrDsiGdFL-Z0ATsLnO7ICRpyw7zEF
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErd-qsqzkoHdZVbvlLmQD7d1ZIZZLkJWYP
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZErd-qsqzkoHdZVbvlLmQD7d1ZIZZLkJWYP
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvduCprjItGtPZ8c34CBr1XwFBkdd5vAQQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEvduCprjItGtPZ8c34CBr1XwFBkdd5vAQQ
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0udOCopjsrGdKhHVfhBB35NLT9r1owF6EH
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIucOmrqDMvHd2TjDowvkmn1Q0iB8gNHKG
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUkceGsqTguG9y99X2Yx04Ds9LmPyxXD-4i
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApcuyvqzwrHdbMjujkgNNK8xBSpfYjKIrN
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZApdu-pqz0pHdTtdvCZAj8iKFAco8E6YSiP
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsduGprjsrGtBnk4ZxxnqWlWHIK9bwZWyz
https://files.constantcontact.com/1c2d23ae801/2ee79c75-9354-478a-941b-7886eb66771f.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/1c2d23ae801/e5404df1-7f78-4ba2-bc9c-1b26e335a89e.pdf
mailto:PLLCAdministration@bidmc.harvard.edu
https://www.unicaremass.com/press/unicare-is-becoming-wellpoint/


PLLCAdministration@bidmc.harvard.edu or leave
me a message at (617) 632-9728 and I will get back
to you.

Deb Schoenthaler, Executive Director
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