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The State of the State

Our most exciting new and change to the neighborhood are our new neighbors!

Within our ‘hood, we have 37 new neighbors! Of those, 35 are new homeowners spread throughout the neighborhood.
Each has been visited by one of our board members, to welcome them and give them our informative “New Neighbor”
pamphlet.

Our other new neighbors have recently opened their doors to welcome us to their institution and mission. The Hoffman
Institute has modified and settled into the previous Saint Sabina campus. They will soon welcome clients into their lovely
campus behind the Edgehill Mansion, on the edge of the Dominican University campus. Please bear in mind that the
Hoffman Institute clients are at this site as a retreat and to please refrain from walking through their parking lot. Thank
you.

The Dominican Sisters, after some expansion and consolidations, have been able to leave their care facility at 77 Locust
next to their Grand Avenue location. Homeward Bound of Marin is the lucky new owner of this lovely property. They held
an informative evening for neighbors regarding their plans of upgrading the interior of the structures for up to 28 senior
resident apartments. Homeward Bound has been in San Rafael since 1974 and has created this type of living for seniors
throughout Marin. Each applicant goes through an extensive vetting process in order to be considered to lease the
apartment for a nominal fee. We are looking forward to welcoming the seniors into our fold. We hope they all feel
welcome in our neck of the woods!

Communications

The Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association is comprised of a geographical area as defined by the City of San

Rafael. We currently have 950 homes within our boundaries. Because of the vast number of homes and the cost of
copying, the Association is striving to make all communications with the area residents to be electronic. If you are
receiving this newsletter hand-delivered to your home, it is because we do not have your email address. If you would
like to receive future communications electronically, please email the Association at DBCNA.info@gmail.com with your

name, address and preferred email address. Once your email address is received, you will then receive all
communications electronically. Your email address is confidential and will not be shared with anyone. So, please write
to us. Thank you.
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Little Penguins Story Time

This is truly a magical time for the little ones in our neighborhood to experience the wonderful story time. Noted
below are the dates when the little ones will gather to hear a story.

Join us for more stories, songs, and silliness.
Always 10 am at the Dominican Library.

2026 Spring/Summer Dates
April 3and 17
May 1
(No story time May 15)
June 5
(No story time June 19)
July3and 17
August 7 and 21
September 4 and 18

Dominican Community

LITTLE
PENGUINS
STORY TIME

First and third
Fridays at 10 a.m.

185 Palm Ave
B (N) N‘g RI SCIATQJ San Rafael, CA 94901

of CALIFORNIA dominican.edu

Back by popular demand - How to host a Block Party!

Want to meet and welcome new neighbors down your street? Anxious to get your neighborhood together? Think about
having a Block Party! It’s truly simple. And the payoff is big!

All you need is:
e afrontor back lawn
e Afew tables for hors d’oeuvres and drinks (coolers)
e Make it a potluck: bring your favorite hors d’oeuvre and drinks
e Maybe a speaker for music
e Name tags
e Send invitations to mailboxes or email.
e Suggested time 3:00 to 6:00 pm.
e Blankets or quilts to throw out on the lawn, beach chairs



Maybe have games:

e EggToss. (People stand in two parallel lines facing each other. You start up very close to each other, tossing the
eggs to one another. Then you step back and throw again until one couple is the winner! This is always a huge
success! Have lots of eggs handy!

e Decorate your bikes! Kids love this! Have crepe paper and balloons available.

e Water balloon toss in two lines like the egg toss!

e Two-legged race (tie legs together with bandannas)

e Upon arrival, each person is given a sticker for their back with the name of a famous person, and they must ask
guestions of others to guess their identity. Great way to mix up the crowd.

e Guess how many candies are in the jar!

Above all, KEEP IT SIMPLE! Maybe this will become a tradition in your neighborhood that OTHER neighbors will take
on each year!

Favorite Springtime Recipe:

Spring and Summer is Here!

Lemonade

Share the abundance from your tree with neighbors! Add
raspberries or a splash of your favorite adult beverage. Make it as

tart or sweet as you like.

4 Cups water

1 Cup granulated sugar

1 Tbsp. grated lemon zest

1 1/4 Cups fresh lemon juice
Lemon slices for garnish

Heat sugar, water and lemon zest over medium heat stirring often,
until sugar dissolves. Remove from heat and cool. Pour lemon syrup
into pitcher, stir in lemon juice and remaining 3 cups of water. Serve
over ice and garnish with lemon slices. Enjoy!

Limoncello

10 lemons, washed and dried
1 750 ml bottle vodka (100 proof)
1 to 4 cups of sugar, to taste

~ Peel lemons skin with vegetable peeler, excluding pith
$ : ~ Cover peels with vodka in 1 quart jar. Screw on lid

N S ® -~ Letvodka and lemon peels infuse out of direct sunlight for at least 4days,
: up to a month for a more lemony limoncello

\ Y
AT N/ ~ Strain vodka by lining a stainer with coffee filters.
~ Prepare sugar syrup. Use at least 1 cup of water to 1 cup of sugar,
bringing the water to a simmer and stir in the sugar to dissolve. Allow to
cool. Play with the ratio of sugar to water, up to 4 cups water and 4 cups of
sugar. The more water the less alcoholic, milder a liqueur. More sugar will
make a sweeter limoncello.

~ Mix the sugar syrup with the infused vodka. Stir gently to mix.
~ Bottle in 2 clean 16 ounce bottles or several of similar volume.
~ Chill the limoncello for at least 4 hours before drinking.
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Refugia Garden of Marin - Dominican Campus
Signs of Spring: Look What’s Blossoming at the Dominican Pollinator Garden

Happy spring from Refugia Marin and all the caretakers of the Daniel Stralka Memorial Pollinator Garden. In the last
newsletter we mentioned curiosity, connection and care in reference to an upcoming work party and signage. Almost 40
volunteers showed up at that November work party including Refugia Marin board members and staff, Dominican Black
Canyon neighbors, Refugia Rangers, California Native Plant Society members, Marin Monarch Working Group members,
and Dominican students, faculty and staff! Our multigenerational workforce pulled off multiple tasks including weeding,
deadheading, pruning, path mulching, Douglas Iris dividing, dry creek bed rebuilding, planting, and seeding annuals.

Keeping with the curiosity, connection and care theme, we offer the following tips and tidbits this season...

Curiosity: If you’re curious about the first of our three new sign installations, stroll through the garden to check it out.
Special thanks to neighbor Leslie Stone, creative director of Leslie Stone Associates, and the Dominican facilities team for
helping with the design and installation of this beautiful and informative garden addition. While there, wander through
to discover and enjoy all the early sage, elderberry, blue-eyed grass, clarkia, phacelia, manzanita, and ceanothus blooms.

Connection: Join us on Wednesday, April 22nd from 10:30-1:30 for a campus Earth Day celebration. We’re excited that
Dominican’s Sustainability Committee invited us to table at their event. We’ll have information to share and tools to loan
for an early afternoon of dry creek bed weeding.

Care: Rains slowdown in the spring and temperatures warm (don’t we know it!), allowing native plants to flower and
continuing developing roots. Spring is the time to evaluate a garden’s needs depending on past winter conditions.

With our extremely wet winter and recent record-smashing heat, weeding will be the number one priority this season.
Replacing existing mulch and mulching around new plantings with a 2-3” layer in late spring will help repress further
weeds and retain moisture during the upcoming dry months. Make sure you’re not covering up entrances to ground-
dwelling native bees and keep some bare areas for these beneficial pollinators.

Want to get involved? Join a Refugia Marin Work Party to meet neighbors, learn about pollinator gardening, and restore
habitat. To volunteer or learn more visit www.refugiamarin.org You can also follow us on Instagram #refugia.marin
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Highlighting Businesses in San Rafael

Marin Shakespeare Company

Marin Shakespeare Company is a non-profit performing art organization in San Rafael. They are known for their
summer season at the Forest Meadows Amphitheater and year-round educational and social justice programs.

This year MSC is proud to present two exciting Shakespeare plays at the Forest Meadows Amphitheater on the campus
of Dominican University. In between, MSC will again host Terrapin Roadshow, Poisnivy Circus, and more. For more
information visit https://www.marinshakespeare.org/ or phone 415-499-4488.



http://www.refugiamarin.org/
https://www.marinshakespeare.org/

AS YOU LIKE IT plays June 19 - July 19, adapted and directed by Evren Odcikin. A dazzling campy
romp through the Forest of Arden—joyous, romantic, and full of theatrical play. This reimagining
leans into the story’s delicious fluidity of gender and identity, offering a spirited, music-filled
adventure that invites audiences and families of all kinds to celebrate love in all its forms. For
more Information and tickets visit https://www.marinshakespeare.org/ or phone 415-499-4488.

JULIUS CAESAR plays August 14 - September 13 adapted and directed by MSC Artistic Director
Jon Tracy. A taut, adrenaline-charged examination of political violence—from the intimate
tensions between confidants to the sweeping consequences for a nation. Staged under the
summer sky, this immersive outdoor production reimagines how epic storytelling can unfold in
. Forest Meadows, delivering a visceral experience for all audiences. For more information and
cﬁ"fgkk tickets visit https://www.marinshakespeare.org/ or phone 415-499-4488.

After a successful introduction last year, we are pleased to announce The Terrapin Roadshow featuring Grahame
Lesh and Friends will be returning to the Forest Meadow Amphitheater for concerts on July 24, 25, and 26, 2026 On
Friday, July 24 the doors open at 5p and show starts at 6p; Saturday, July 25 the doors open at 4p and the show
starts at 5p. Both the Friday and Saturday shows will conclude at 10p. On Sunday July 27 the doors open at 1p with
the show starting at 2p. There is ample parking in the Dominican University Conlan Athletic Center lot at 1475
Grand Avenue. For more information and tickets visit https://www.terrapincrossroads.net

The New Double Rainbow

Can you remember what fun it was to make a visit to Double Rainbow ice cream shop on Fourth Street? It was an iconic
landmark in San Rafael for as long as many of us can remember. And no worries: it’s not going anywhere! In fact, it’s
enlarged and better than ever, with a brand-new name: Double Rainbow at Autistry Studios , 850 Fourth Street, right
next door to where it used to be!

Forrest Manning, who first began scooping ice cream at the shop in 1993, and then became owner in 2011, has now
worked with Janet Lawson and Dan Swearingden’s Autistry Studios, to create a brand-new presence on Fourth Street.
Janet and Dan started Autistry with the goal of building independent young adults, offering students with autism and
other challenges the opportunity to pursue all kinds of skills, from woodworking and needlecrafts, to drama and classes
at the College of Marin. And now the students also have the opportunity to train as baristas behind the counter at
Double Rainbow! Come in and sample some of the delicious coffee drinks and pastries, plus many mouth-watering
flavors of ice cream and smoothies!

Once you step inside the inviting entrance at 850 Fourth Street and pass under the beautiful rainbow, you will be treated
to a stunning array of handcrafted objects for sale created by the Autistry students. Bring your family, bring your friends,
or just hang out in this wonderful new destination on Fourth Street, a San Rafael tradition that is here to stay!!

Maybe you will catch a glimpse of Forrest when you stop in at Double Rainbow, not scooping ice cream these days but
helping Autistry students as a mentor!

Our Dominican Black Canyon Neighbors are very grateful to Forrest for supplying our annual Summer Scoop with ice
cream from Double Rainbow!

The Copy Shop

The Copy and Printing shop is located at 901 C Street and has been locally owned and operated since 1976. Their
mascot, golden retriever Kodiak, their best customer service agent will great everyone who walks into the shop.
When you work with the Copy Shop you are working directly with the owners Susan and Richard. The Dominican
Black Canyon Neighborhood Association want to thank Susan and Richard for staying after closing time to help
complete a last-minute rush order. Itis this type of customer service which makes the independent owners special
to the neighborhood. For more information visit their website https//https://www.copyshopandprinting.com or call 415-
457-5600
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Coleman School

With Principal Alex Peck at the helm, our neighborhood Coleman School is humming along beautifully as we move towards
Spring! School Secretary Claudia Alvarenga, who proudly shares that she has been at Coleman for 19 years, beams as she
describes the student body of 386 pupils: a “lovely mix of kids.” The group is 50% Hispanic and the balance boasts students
from many different cultures worldwide!

Claudia proudly showed me all the new building that has been happening at Coleman: a new building for fifth graders, as
well as 2 new TK classrooms! And the Pre-K grades now have their own private playground! Everywhere | looked on campus
| saw new things that had been added to make Coleman such an amazing school!

A recent showing of the film “Soul” for Movie Night at Coleman during Black History Month was a huge success! Families
brought picnics and blankets to spread out on the floor of the multi-purpose room. A huge attendance!

Are you interested in perhaps volunteering in a classroom at Coleman? Check in with Claudia Alvarenga at the front office
to be greeted with her million dollar smile and more information on volunteering!

Donations to the Neighborhood Winter Soiree

A huge shout-out to Dominican University for opening its doors and letting us enjoy this stunning venue. Their
hospitality set the tone for a truly memorable evening. The taco bar was delicious, and home-baked goodies from the
Board added some personal touches to the evening.

Thank you to the local businesses that contributed items to our Silent Auction. Your generosity filled the room with
excitement (and a little friendly bidding competition), helping us raise meaningful support for our neighborhood

projects.
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A Fun Slice of Local History: The Rise & Fall of Hotel Rafael

If you’ve ever wandered past the two mysterious concrete towers at Belle Avenue
and Rafael Drive and wondered what they once belonged to... buckle up. San Rafael
was once home to one of California’s grandest Victorian hotels - the legendary Hotel
Rafael.

Built in 1888 as Marin’s first true luxury resort, the hotel boasted 101 rooms, sweeping gardens, tennis courts with
grandstands, a photography darkroom, bowling alleys, donkey carts for kids, and even a 135-foot observatory with
panoramic views of Mt. Tam and the Bay. It was designed to rival the Hotel del Coronado and Hotel Del Monte and for a
while, it did, quickly becoming a hotspot for Bay Area Society with glamorous parties, big personalities, and even a little
bit of scandal!

But the hotel’s life was as dramatic as its architecture. Ownership scandals, financial troubles, a stint as an emergency
hospital during the 1918 flu pandemic, and finally an arson fire, set by a disgruntled employee in 1927 brought the grand
structure to an end. The fire was set on the third floor, and burned the entire structure to the ground within three
hours. Miraculously, all 134 registered guests escaped unharmed.

Today, the only remnants are those two concrete towers, once the grand entrance, quietly watching over what is now
the Rafael Gardens neighborhood. It’s a fun reminder that our quiet streets were once the site of one of the most
extravagant hotels in the West.
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Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI Program) at Dominican University

Satisfy your curiosity. Sharpen your mind. Share your passions. The OLLI Program was designed for lifelong learners
like you. While OLLI’s not for credit courses and workshops are designed for adults 50 and older there is no age limit
on membership, so if you find our programs attractive, we encourage you to apply. Our courses cover a wide range of
topics including art history, film, history, politics and economics, literature and language, and science. Noted below
are the offerings for this Spring. If you see something of interest, sign up and enjoy learning.

Here are the Spring/Summer offerings:

@11 SPRING r DOMINICAN
cin  SUMMER 2026 OLLI SV
COURSES e i oy i
st
HE SAKE OF LEARNING San Ratoed, California 94301
dominican edu/oll

Summ
Open
MONDAY, JUNE

‘Spring and Summer Session 2026

Spring and Summer Session 2026

OLLI Spring Courses | March 31 - May 26
o
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It bears repeating — Home and Property Safety Tips

The front line for protecting your home and property is you. The San Rafael PD reminds us that quite often crime in and
around our home/property are those of opportunity. It was suggested that we take a more defensive approach as crime is
increasing everywhere. Our little harmonious bubble of calm and tranquility is not immune to such crimes. Here are some
suggestions that we can do for ourselves and our neighborhood. A neighbor shared with the Association on their old
fashion light switch timer as their safety tip. Anything we can do to not invite the bad elements to take a second look at

our home.



Here are some renewed suggestions:

Purchase and use automatic light switches — the old fashion manual programming is the best in this instance. Have table
lamps go on/off in various locations and at various times of the day. You can program a single lamp or multiple lamps for
that staggered illumination. It gives the illusion that there is someone in the house and not very attractive for those
crimes of opportunity.

Lock your windows and doors — unfortunately most of us grew up in a time when it was safe to leave the house unlocked
and no one would enter. But, we are in different times and even in our “bubble” there are those who will take any
opportunity to take your possessions.

Do not leave weeks of newspapers in the driveway — this gives a clear signal that there is no one home and a prime target
for a burglary.

Do not leave garbage cans out after your pickup day — this again gives a clear signal that no one is home. Perhaps ask a
neighbor to place the empty cans back in their storage area, or if you see your neighbors cans out and you know they are
away for a couple of days, take protective measures and put the cans away.

Do not share with others that you are leaving town — by all means, share with your trusted neighbors, but those who may
be around your home who you do not know personally, will see this as an opportunity to take what is not theirs.

Invest in an alarm or video surveillance systems — most alarm systems are quite efficient and give that peace of mind that
your home is being watched while you are away. A video surveillance system will offer more than just an alarm, but the
added ability to see on your phone what is causing an alert. Some systems offer the ability to remotely speak to the
intruders.

Be sure to register with the SRPD your outdoor security cameras. This will give the SRPD the added ability to know if
there are cameras in an area. Itis so beneficial to the PD to see for themselves any intruders. Itis also a tremendous
deterrent to have alarms or cameras visible. Thefts don’t want to get caught and will often defer to another property
without surveillance rather than the home which is protected. Here is the link to the SRPD camera

registration: https://www.srpd.org/camera-registration

Your contribution to the safety of your neighborhood is only as strong as those who protect and are aware. If you see
something that is just not quite right: Call the SRPD 415-485-3000 or if an emergency call 911. You and your
neighborhood safety is SRPD’s greatest concern, and they are here to help.

Save Dominican Valley

6 SAVE DOMINICAN VALLEY

An Update from Save Dominican Valley

Go to the SDV website (https://savedominicanvalley.com/) for the
latest developments. The SDV site is updated regularly and shares
valuable information. If you would like to receive timely
communications directly, please register your email address on SDV
website.

Firewise Community Certification

CERTIFICATE

Be sure to visit our website Dominicanareanews to obtain a copy of the Firewise certificate for 2025 to
share with your fire insurance company. We are a Firewise community, and with that many insurance masm
companies offer a discount on your fire insurance policy.
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Firewise Presentation on Personal Preparedness
Belle Cole and Susan Clancy, Dominican Black Canyon Firewise Group

The San Rafael Fire Department and Dominican Black Canyon Firewise Group are presenting a training and educational
event, Firewise Presentation on Personal Preparedness on April 25 at 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. The presentation will take
place at Dominican University in the Creekside Room. This room is in the same courtyard as the Caleruega Dining Hall. San
Rafael Fire will offer a 90 Minute Disaster Preparedness Course.

Marin Wildfire and local fire departments are committed to working with residents to reduce the risk of wildfire through
home hardening and defensible space evaluations. During this presentation you will learn about the value of inspections
and the grant application process. The Firewise Group speakers will highlight benefits on being a “Firewise Community”
and offer comments on its 2026 Action Plan bringing residents up to date on the current thinking on defensible space and
Zone 0 ember protection guidance. An updated action plan is among the items on a prioritized list of risk reduction
projects that a Firewise Community will complete over the next 3 years. It includes suggested homeowner actions and
educational activities.

What is a Firewise Community and what are its benefits?

Neighbors helping neighbors is the concept. Residents join together as a Firewise Community and take action to prepare
themselves, their home and their property against the threat of wildfire and other disasters. They lookout for one another
and provide those in need with assistance in event of an emergency.

Firewise approved communities offer home insurance discounts. The number of residential property insurance companies
offering insurance discounts for fire-hardened homes and communities has increased. The Insurance Commissioner,
Ricardo Lara, is requiring insurance companies to give discounts to residential and commercial policyholders under the
Safer from Wildfires framework. The invited speaker is a leading specialist in Marin on wildfire mitigation and will be able
to answer your questions on home insurance and other related subjects after the presentation on April 25%. The
Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association has kindly offered to assist the Firewise Group by sharing a copy of the
Firewise certificate on the DBCNA website: dominicanareanews.com. Please feel free to provide this certificate to your
insurance carrier.

What does the Firewise Group do?

To start with, the Firewise Group gets to know one another and develop a contact list for the neighborhood. We hold
regular meetings to share information and planned events. We promote wildfire education, hold evacuation drills and a
neighborhood walk and encourage participation in Chipper Day events.

Firewise Communications

We would like to make sure you are aware that the Firewise Group is not affiliated with the Dominican Black Canyon
Neighborhood Association. They are a Group unto themselves and there is no cross sharing of information gathered by the
Firewise Group leaders. The Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association has a Disaster Preparedness Committee
which helps with all disasters and not just Fire. As with all special interest groups, DBCNA purely disseminates information
for our neighbors. The DBCNA website has a variety of information needed for a resident to be prepared for any disaster.
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DBCNA Membership Form:

Date:

Please complete this registration form. (One form per household)
Please make sure we have your current email address as we communicate exclusively online. Please let us
know if you prefer for us to send everything by USPS mail. We would be happy to accommodate.

If renewing, kindly indicate any changes — otherwise provide only mobile and landline telephone numbers.

[ ] NEW MEMBERSHIP | ] RENEWAL [_] Check if any changes to email/phone

SECTION 1: MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION
NAME

Additional Name

ADDRESS LANDLINE PHONE

TOWN/CITY San Rafael MOBILE PHONE

ZIP CODE 94901 PRIMARY EMAIL
- Additional EMAIL

SECTION 2: MEMBERSHIP AND PAYMENT DETAILS

MEMBERSHIP
DE
SCRIPTION DUES (Annual)
Membership Household Membership
Optional Donation Optional Donation

Total
PAYMENT METHOD |:| Personal Check |:| Cash |:| PayPal Online Payment

To pay online with PayPal: Go to https://dominicanareanews.com/

To pay by check: Send this form with a check made payable to: DBCNA, P.O. Box 151702, San Rafael, CA
94915-1702

SECTION 3: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Please indicate if you would be willing to help with any of the activities listed below:

|:| Social Events |:| Deliver Newsletters |:| Write newsletter or web articles |:| Disaster Preparedness
|:| Crime & Safety Committee |:| Web Postings |:| Membership Committee |:| Serve on the Board

|:| Other

Thank you for being a member!
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