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President’s Message
BY JENNIFER GILLIS
I am honoured to be starting my term as president and represent the
Orff educators in Manitoba. We are a province of creative and
thoughtful teachers. which I am reminded of every time I talk with
colleagues. Every conversation during the break of our workshops, all
the posts of what I see happening in your classrooms; I always come
away with new ideas of what I can do.

Whether you have just finished your “I Love to Read” month or are just
starting, these cold winter months are a great time to pull out a book
and use it as a starting point to sing, play, explore, move, and create.
Ear Worm! by Jo Knowles is a book that is hopefully familiar to you.
Perhaps Sometimes I Feel Like A River by Danielle Daniel, Green by
Laura Vaccaro Seeger, and When We Had Sled Dogs by Ida Tremblay
and Miriam Körner may not be as well known, but are also worth
bringing into your classroom.
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Storytelling is such an engaging way to pull students into the learning, even without the
book itself. For those at the WSO Discoveries workshop, Amanda’s Tico Tico lesson may
not have a book, but the students love to act out the story over and over. They all need
turns to be the bird stealing the cornmeal, or the cat, or the mouse, or the farmer.
Students learn the melodies and the form, and the story is what makes it all stick.

We held our MOC/ WSO Listening Workshops on November 8 and January 20, and once
again we have two new sets of varied and thoughtful lessons to bring to our students. I
have always found the MOC/WSO Listening Workshop to be valuable for my own
teaching. I’ve gotten tried and true lessons that show how to take a work and use it as a
starting point to pull out the context of the music, the musical elements, the
inspirations to create, and the connections between music, art, and dance. And even
more valuably, I’ve seen other teachers in action and watched them bring these lessons
to life. 

Jennifer Gillis

A s  w e  g r a d u a l l y  l e a v e  b e h i n d  w i n t e r  a n d  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s p r i n g ,  w e  h a v e  P A S S A G E S ,  o u r  N a t i o n a l
C o n f e r e n c e ,  c o m i n g  s o o n .  T h i s  y e a r ’ s  c o n f e r e n c e  h a s  c h o s e n  w o n d e r f u l  F r e n c h  o p t i o n s .  T h e r e  i s  a  F r e n c h
s e s s i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i n  e v e r y  t i m e  b l o c k .  C h a n t a l  D u b o i s  w i l l  b e  o n e  o f  a  h a n d f u l  o f  p r e s e n t e r s  f r o m  Q u é b e c .
T h e  k e y n o t e  p r e s e n t e r ,  J a m e s  H a r d i n g ,  w i l l  h a v e  s e s s i o n s  i n  b o t h  F r e n c h  a n d  E n g l i s h .  A n d  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y
o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  p r e s e n t e r s :  H e a t h e r  N a i l ,  N i c o l e  S h u l t z  a n d  T e n i e l l e  B e n n e t ,  A n d r é a n n e  H é t u ,  J o s h
S o u t h a r d ,  S u e  H a r v i e ,  a n d  t o o  m a n y  o t h e r s  t o  n a m e .

S p r i n g  a l s o  m e a n s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  D a y  i s  o n  i t s  w a y .  W h i l e  o u r  E n g l i s h  d a y  i n  W i n n i p e g  ( M a y  1 4 )  m a y  b e  f u l l ,
t h e r e  i s  s o m e  r o o m  f o r  o u r  F r e n c h  d a y  ( M a y  1 3 )  a n d  o u r  B r a n d o n  d a y  ( M a y  1 ) .  R e g i s t e r  s o o n  t o  c l a i m  y o u r
s p o t !
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  y o u  s h o w  y o u r  s t u d e n t s ,  c o l l e a g u e s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  O u r
c o m m u n i t y  h a s  f i l l e d  t h e  l a s t  5 0  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  j o y  o f  m u s i c  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  O n  b e h a l f  o f  o u r  n e w  b o a r d ,  w e
l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  w i l l  b r i n g !

MOC has organized the creation of
celebratory 50th Anniversary

merchandise. For more information and
to order, click here

50th Anniversary Orff Merch

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScJxJ3Iu_9Lvfj2eWqLE1X-7L6KWzN_HMxG13GxdUkCebsdng/viewform


Advocacy Corner
BY BECKI  MOSS

February in many schools across the country brings the celebration of “I Love to Read
Month”. With it, the potential for some amazing advocacy opportunities arises through the
connection of literature and Orff Pedagogy. “I Love to Read” month has become a favourite
way to connect classroom content, fluency and just plain fun through storybooks.

Not only do students love stories but incorporating them into the music classroom helps
inspire imagination and creativity, make cross-curricular connections and engage critical
thinking.

Depending on the type of story (cumulative, sound effects, movement-focused), the
potential to make stories into a performance piece for assemblies, classes, families or board
members is an excellent advocacy opportunity for your programs.

Cumulative books can help reinforce language for new language learners as they build on
ideas. The repetition of language allows for rhythmic patterning with instrument playing.
Sound effect-based books help to engage creativity in students and allow you to use those
“fun” instruments that aren’t used in a regular classroom setting (like ocean drums or pop
and thunder tubes).

Movement-based stories can also work on creativity, fine and gross motor skills and allow
for fun props within the storytelling. Pairing movement with the opportunity to have
students create the accompanying instrumental music engages more of the Schulwerk.

When used effectively, storybooks can:
Utilize exploration, improvisation and composition
Encourage sound discrimination (instrument families, quality, etc)
Orff accompaniment (ostinato, bordun, etc)
Enforce music vocabulary and expansion of language for EAL students
Engage dance, drama and movement
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Thanks to social platforms, there are so many opportunities to find stories that are grade and
content level appropriate. A few resources and educators that have come across my feed that have
excellent options and complete lesson plans are Aimee Curtis Pfitzner’s “O For Tuna Orff” blog,
teachingwithorff.com has an entire “Children’s Literature” section of their website as well as a
Facebook group entitled “Diverse and Inclusive Books for Elementary Music Classrooms”. There
are so many amazing culturally diverse stories that support varying school populations and
celebrate students of the world. You may also wish to check out this article from NAFME and Mrs.
Stouffer’s music classroom for further literature connections.

Check out your library, local book sales and teaching colleagues. There are many ways to get
access to amazing books without breaking the bank. This is also an excellent and natural way to
connect with a Librarian or Teacher/Librarian in your schools. It provides more opportunities for
cross-curricular connection through any projects or units they may be supporting students with in
their regular classrooms. 

If you have an excellent resource or literature related lesson that you think other teachers would
benefit from, we would love to add them to our resources section of our webpage. Please email any
content you would like to share to the email address below.

Becki Moss
Advocacy Chair MOC
beckikm@outlook.com
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https://ofortunaorff.blogspot.com/search/label/childrens%20literature
https://teachingwithorff.com/lessons/childrens-literature/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/607383996553141/
https://nafme.org/blog/childrens-books-a-great-partner-in-the-music-classroom/
https://nafme.org/blog/childrens-books-a-great-partner-in-the-music-classroom/
https://teachingwithorff.com/lessons/childrens-literature/
https://ofortunaorff.blogspot.com/2023/
https://mrsstouffersmusicroom.com/childrens-literature-in-the-music-classroom/


The Manitoba Orff Lending Library has some children’s books in our
collection. If you are studying the orchestra, we have a book by
Vlasta Van Kampen and Irene C. Eugen entitled Rockanimals. This
is a follow up to their first book Orchestranimals, but instead of
playing orchestral instruments, there is a mix-up and they are left
with instruments from a rock band. We also have The Musical Life
of Gustav Mole by Kathryn Meyrick in which one lucky mole
discovers a variety of genres and styles through instruments and
special occasions. The Story of the Incredible Orchestra by Bruce
Koscielniak explores how music and instruments have evolved.  

The Fabulous Song by Don Gillmor examines what happens when
parents want their child to be musical but the child finds his own
calling. As a contrast to this, Kathy Stinson tells the story of Joshua
Bell, the renowned American violinist who played free concerts in
the Washington D.C. metro in her book The Man with the Violin.
Looking for a musical alphabet book? Check out M is for Melody by
Kathy-jo Wargin. Another lovely book in our collection was written
by Julie Andrews Edwards and Emma Walton Hamilton. This is a
magical tale with a timeless lesson about beauty, music and the
power of giving. A Teacher’s guide is included with our copy of
Simeon’s Gift covering a variety of curriculum areas, including
instructions on how to make some homemade instruments such as a
flute, a drum, and a rainstick.
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Off the Shelf
BY LORI  ARTHUR

We  h a ve  two  b o o k s  w h i c h  te l l  t h e  c l a s s i c  t a l e s :  T h e  S o rce re r ’s  A p p re n t i ce  a n d  t h e
Nu tc ra cke r .  Wi t h  t h e  Wi n te r  O l y m p i c s  h a p p e n i n g,  we  a re  h i g h  o n  C a n a d i a n  p r i d e  a t  t h e
m o m e n t .  I  wo u l d  l i ke  to  p o i n t  o u t  o n e  l a s t  b o o k  f ro m  o u r  l i b ra r y :  O u r  S o n g :  t h e  S to r y  o f
O  Ca n a d a .  

D o  yo u  h a ve  a  f a vo u r i te  b o o k ?  P l e a s e  e m a i l  m e  a t  l i b ra r y@ m a n i to b a o r f f .o rg  to  e i t h e r
b o r ro w  a  b o o k  o r  m a ke  a  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  b o o k s  yo u  wo u l d  l i ke  to  s e e  m a d e  a va i l a b l e  to  o u r
m e m b e rs .  U n t i l  t h e  n ext  t i m e .  L o r i  A r t h u r,  M O C  l i b ra r i a n .
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Tech Tip
ChatGPT in the Elementary Music Room

BY JESSICA TAVES

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  u s i n g  A I  i n  t h e  M u s i c  R o o m ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  s u r e  w h e r e  t o  b e g i n ?  I f
y o u  h a v e  n o t  y e t  t r i e d  u s i n g  C h a t G P T  h e r e  a r e  a  f e w  w a y s  y o u  c o u l d  g e t  s t a r t e d :

1 . C r e a t e  w o r k s h e e t s
2 . D r a f t  o r  p r o o f r e a d  e m a i l s  a n d  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r m s
3 . C r e a t e  f i l l  i n  t h e  b l a n k  s t o r i e s
4 . G i v e  l e s s o n  i d e a s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  M a n i t o b a  K - 8  M u s i c  C u r r i c u l u m
5 . C o m e  u p  w i t h  c l e v e r  n a m e s  o r  t i t l e s
6 . G e n e r a t e  r e p o r t  c a r d  c o m m e n t s

C h a t  G P T  s a v e d  m e  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  r e p o r t  c a r d s  w h e n  I  r e a l i z e d  w e  w e r e  l a c k i n g  i n  a s s e s s m e n t  i n
t h e  C o n n e c t i n g  w i n g .  I n  m y  h a s t e ,  I  c o u l d  n o t  c o m e  u p  w i t h  q u a l i t y  l e a r n i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  t o
e x p l o r e  t h e  d e s i r e d  o u t c o m e  i n  a  r i c h  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y .  E n t e r  C h a t G P T ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  m u l t i - l e s s o n  s e r i e s ,  w i t h  a n  e x i t  s l i p  a s  a  f o r m  o f  a s s e s s m e n t  a t  t h e  e n d .  I  f o u n d
i t  t o  b e  a  g r e a t  t o o l  t o  d i s t i l l  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  c e r t a i n  o u t c o m e s  i n t o  c h i l d - f r i e n d l y  l a n g u a g e
t h a t  m e e t s  s t u d e n t s  w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  a t .

A l l  o f  t h i s  s a i d ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b i g g e s t  h u r d l e s  u s e r s  f a c e  w h e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  A I  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e
p r o m p t s  t h e y  g i v e .  I f  u s e r s  g i v e  a  b a r e - b o n e s  r e q u e s t  ( i . e .  “ C r e a t e  a  w o r k s h e e t  f o r  i n s t r u m e n t s
o f  t h e  o r c h e s t r a ” ) ,  t h e y  w i l l  g e t  a  b a r e - b o n e s  r e s p o n s e .  A s  o n e  p r o v i d e s  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l ,  r i c h n e s s ,
a n d  s p e c i f i c i t y  t o  t h e  r e q u e s t  ( i . e .  “ C r e a t e  a  w o r k s h e e t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  G r a d e  3  s t u d e n t s  t h a t
c o v e r s  t h e  w o o d w i n d  f a m i l y  o f  o r c h e s t r a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  M a n i t o b a  K - 8  M u s i c
C u r r i c u l u m .  P l e a s e  i n c l u d e  a  c o l o u r i n g  p a g e  o n  o n e  s i d e ,  a n d  a  w o r d  b a n k  a n d  m a t c h i n g
a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  o t h e r ” ) ,  s o  w i l l  t h e  A I  p r o v i d e  a  b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t .  D o n ’ t  b e  a f r a i d  t o
c r i t i q u e  w h a t  i t  g i v e s  y o u  e i t h e r .  A s k i n g  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e t a i l e d  r e s p o n s e  e a c h  t i m e  w i l l
h e l p  t o  r e f i n e  t h e  p r o d u c t .  O n e  t h i n g  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f ,  h o w e v e r :  t h e  f r e e  v e r s i o n  o n l y  o f f e r s  a
l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  r e q u e s t s  i n  a  f i v e - h o u r  w i n d o w .

T h i s  i s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a n  e x h a u s t i v e  l i s t ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  h a v e  t o  b e  w h e r e  y o u r  j o u r n e y  e n d s  w i t h
u s i n g  A I .  I  h a v e  f o u n d  t h e  b e s t  u s e  o f  C h a t G P T  i s  a s  a  j u m p i n g  o f f  p o i n t  w h e n  I  a m  c r e a t i v e l y
s t u c k ,  a m  v e r y  p r e s s e d  f o r  t i m e ,  o r  j u s t  n e e d  a  p l a c e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  s t a r t  -  b u t  t h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y
m o r e  t o  e x p l o r e .

I n t e r e s t e d  i n  f u r t h e r  r e a d i n g ?  

1 . H o l s t e r ,  J .  ( 2 0 2 4 ) .  A u g m e n t i n g  M u s i c  E d u c a t i o n  T h r o u g h  A I :  P r a c t i c a l  A p p l i c a t i o n s  o f
C h a t G P T .  M u s i c  E d u c a t o r s  J o u r n a l ,  1 1 0 ( 4 ) ,  3 6 – 4 2 .
h t t p s : / / d o i . o r g / 1 0 . 1 1 7 7 / 0 0 2 7 4 3 2 1 2 4 1 2 5 5 9 3 8  
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Those in attendance for the Adventures in Music workshop January 20th, had the opportunity to better understand
the lesson material, move and make music together, and connect with colleagues from a variety of school divisions. 
This year's Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra: Adventures in Music follows an olympic theme, fittingly timed with the
recent Winter Olympics. For those who are not aware, the WSO and the MOC work together every year to create a
study guide for teachers and students attending the concert. This study guide provides music lessons written by
Manitoba music teachers where students can explore the music that they will hear at the concert in depth. Those in
attendance at the workshop had the pleasure of getting to work through almost each lesson with the teacher who
wrote it.

Adventures in Music Workshop Review
BY OLIVIA KELLY

T h e r e  a r e  m u l t i p l e  l a y e r s  t o  e a c h  l e s s o n  t h a t  e n s u r e s  e v e r y  s t u d e n t  c a n  s u c c e e d  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  g i v e n
m a t e r i a l .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r a c t i c e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l e s s o n s  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
m a t e r i a l  a n d  h o w  t h e i r  o w n  s t u d e n t s  m a y  b e s t  p a r t i c i p a t e .  T h e  m u s i c  p a r t i c i p a n t s  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  t r y
t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o r  m o v e m e n t  p a r t  o f  e a c h  l e s s o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e d  b a r r e d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  s c a r v e s ,  r i b b o n s ,
r e c o r d e r s ,  n o n - p i t c h e d  p e r c u s s i o n ,  a n d  c o s t u m e s !  T h e  m u s i c  f o r  t h e  s h o w  c o m e s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  g l o b e
a n d  r e p r e s e n t s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  M a n y  o f  t h e s e  l e s s o n s  w o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t  s u p p l e m e n t s  t o  a n y  B l a c k
H i s t o r y  M o n t h ,  A s i a n  H e r i t a g e  M o n t h ,  o r  W o r l d  M u s i c  u n i t s  t h a t  o n e  m a y  w o r k  t h r o u g h  i n  t h e i r  m u s i c
r o o m .   

A  p e r s o n a l  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  l e a r n i n g  a n  i n t r i c a t e  o r f f  p i e c e ,  a n d  t h e  i m p r o m p t u  M a r d i s  G r a s  p a r a d e  t o  t h e
p i e c e  C i d a d e  M a r a v i l h o s a  b y  A n d r é  F i l h o . S t u d e n t s  a r e  s u r e  t o  e n j o y  t h e  l e s s o n s  p r e p a r e d ,  a n d  w i l l  m o s t
d e f i n i t e l y  g e t  e x c i t e d  f o r  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  W i n n i p e g  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a !

Fall Fiesta Review
BY JULIANNA REMPEL

S h e  s h a r e d  a  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  f r e s h ,  e n g a g i n g  s i n g i n g  g a m e s  a n d  f o l k  d a n c e s  t h a t  w e r e  i m m e d i a t e l y
a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  a d a p t a b l e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  a g e  l e v e l s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  v a l u a b l e  a r e
h e r  u p d a t e d  F i r s t ,  W e  S i n g  !  e d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  f e a t u r e  r e v i s e d  l e s s o n s  a n d  r e f r e s h e d  s o n g  l i s t s  d e s i g n e d
t o  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  t e a c h  m u s i c a l  e l e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  p i t c h ,  r h y t h m ,  a n d  f o r m .   D r .  B r u m f i e l d ’ s  a p p r o a c h
r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  j o y f u l ,  s e q u e n t i a l  h a n d s  o n  s i n g i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  m u s i c  l e a r n i n g .  O v e r a l l ,
t h e  w o r k s h o p s  p r o v i d e d  m e a n i n g f u l  i d e a s ,  s t r o n g  p e d a g o g i c a l  g r o u n d i n g ,  a n d  r e n e w e d  m o t i v a t i o n  t o
p l a c e  m e a n i n g f u l  m u s i c  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  e l e m e n t a r y  m u s i c  i n s t r u c t i o n .

D r .  S u s a n  B r u m f i e l d ’ s  e l e m e n t a r y  m u s i c  w o r k s h o p s  a t
T e m p o  2 0 2 6  a t  M B C I  o n  F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 4  a n d  t h e
M a n i t o b a  O r f f  F a l l  F i e s t a  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  2 5  a t  É c o l e
S o u t h  P o i n t e  w e r e  b o t h  i n s p i r i n g  a n d  h i g h l y  p r a c t i c a l .

t h

A s  a  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M u s i c  E d u c a t i o n  a t  T e x a s  T e c h  U n i v e r s i t y ,
D r .  B r u m f i e l d  b r o u g h t  d e e p  e x p e r t i s e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  t o
h e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  f o c u s e d  o n  h e r  s t u d i e s  a r o u n d
b r a i n  b r e a k s ,  s k i l l  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  r i c h  h i s t o r i c a l
F r e n c h  C a j u n  s o n g s  a n d  g a m e s ,  g r o u n d e d  i n  K o d á l y -
i n s p i r e d  p e d a g o g y  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  c u r r e n t  r e s e a r c h .
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Fall Fiesta Review
BY LARISSA HRABI

O n  O c t o b e r  2 5 t h ,  I  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  O r f f  F a l l  F i e s t a  w i t h
S u s a n  B r u m f i e l d .  F a l l  F i e s t a  w a s  a  g r e a t  t i m e  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r  o r f f
t e a c h e r s  a n d  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  t h a t  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  h a s  c r e a t e d .

I t  w a s  a l s o  h e l p f u l  t h a t  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  s h a r e d  h o w  h e r  r e s e a r c h  w a s  u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  h e r  r e s o u r c e  1 0 1  S o n g s
a n d  G a m e s  f o r  R e a d i n g ,  W r i t i n g ,  a n d  M o r e .  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  w a l k e d  u s  t h o u g h  h o w  t h e  b o o k  i s  l a i d  o u t
w i t h  t h e  s o n g ,  h o w  t h e  g a m e  n e e d s  t o  b e  s e t  u p ,  a n d  s t e p  b y  s t e p  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  h o w  t o  p l a y  t h e  g a m e s
a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  I  f o u n d  i t  i n c r e d i b l y  u s e f u l  t h a t  s h e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  e x a c t l y  h o w  t o  f o l l o w  a l o n g
w i t h  h e r  w o r k  b y  t e a c h i n g  u s  s o m e  s a m p l e  m a t e r i a l  a s  i f  w e  w e r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n .

T h e  s o n g  a n d  g a m e  f o r  “ C o b b l e r ,  C o b b l e r ”  e m p h a s i z e d  r e a d i n g  o f  r h y t h m s  a n d  s p o n t a n e o u s  r e s p o n s e s  t o
m u s i c  m a k i n g .  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  a c t i v i t y  i n t o  a  r h y t h m  w r i t i n g
a c t i v i t y ,  u s i n g  c h i l d r e n ’ s  s h o e s  t o  w r i t e  r h y t h m s .  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h o w  t h e  t e a c h e r  c a n
r e u s e  t h e  s a m e  a c t i v i t i e s  b y  s i m p l y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  p r o p s .  W h e n  s h e  t a u g h t  u s  t h e  s o n g  “ O ,  S a i l o r ,  C o m e
A s h o r e ”  D r .  B r u m f i e l d  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h e  s h o e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o c e a n  a n i m a l  s t u f f i e s .  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  h o w  t o  r e u s e  t h e  s a m e  a c t i v i t y  b u t  k e e p  i t  f r e s h  a n d  e n g a g i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

D r .  B r u m f i e l d  b r o u g h t  h e r  p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  C a j u n  m u s i c  w i t h  h e r ,  w h i c h  h e l p e d  m e
f i n d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  b e t w e e n  C a j u n  h i s t o r y  a n d  o u r  M a n i t o b a n  F r a n c o p h o n e  c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e
w a s  i n c r e d i b l y  i n t r i g u i n g ,  a n d  h e l p e d  b r i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o n  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  F r a n c o p h o n e  c o m m u n i t i e s
i n t o  t h e  C o n n e c t i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s i c  c u r r i c u l u m .

I t  i s  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  h o w  t h e  M a n i t o b a  K o d á l y  S o c i e t y  a n d  t h e  M a n i t o b a  O r f f  C h a p t e r  c a n  c o m e  t o g e t h e r
a n d  s h a r e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  e x p l o r e  h o w  t h e  t w o  p e d a g o g i e s  c a n  w o r k  i n  t a n d e m .  

D r.  B r u m f i e l d  c a m e  to  t h e  e ve n t
w i t h  a  we a l t h  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,
p a s s i o n ,  a n d  re s o u rc e s  to  s h a re
w i t h  u s .  I  a p p re c i a te d  t h a t  s h e
wa s  re a l i s t i c  a b o u t  ke e p i n g
t h i n g s  s i m p l e  a n d  m a n a g e a b l e
f o r  te a c h e rs  w h e n  c re a t i n g
re s o u rc e s  a n d  m a n i p u l a t i ve s  f o r
t h e  c l a s s ro o m .  

D r.  B r u m f i e l d  s h a re d  h e r
re s e a rc h  a n d  m e t h o d s  o n  h o w  to
m a ke  s u re  t h a t  t h e  p i e c e s
s e l e c te d  f o r  c l a s s ro o m  u s e  a re
c u l t u ra l l y  re s p o n s i b l e .  I  d e e p l y
a p p re c i a te d  t h a t  D r.  B r u m f i e l d
h a s  f o u n d  a  d i g i t a l  wa y  to  ke e p
h e r  p h ys i c a l  wo rk s  a s  u p  to  d a te
a s  p o s s i b l e  i f  s h e  d i s c o ve rs  t h a t
a  s o n g  i s  n o  l o n g e r  d e e m e d
a p p ro p r i a te  f o r  c l a s s ro o m  u s e .
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Scholarships & Awards

H E L E N  N E U F E L D
M E M O R I A L  S C H O L A R S H I P

This award is given to the applicant(s) who best exemplifies
Helen’s commitment to the philosophies of Carl Orff Canada
and her passion for music education.

This award is usually given to a student, or students, taking
Orff Level II or III.

S U S A N  B E R R Y
M E M O R I A L  T R A V E L  B U R S A R Y

This bursary is awarded annually and provides financial assistance to
rural music educators attending MOC professional development
workshops in Winnipeg.

The bursary recipient will receive up to $400 for transportation, meals,
accommodation, and/or sub costs incurred to attend an MOC workshop.

G U N I L D  K E E T M A N
S C H O L A R S H I P

The Gunild Keetman Fund was established in 1976 to provide annual
grants to selected Canadian students or teachers.

Scholarships are awarded in the spring of each year and are available for
all approved Orff Schulwerk courses offered in Canada, summer and
winter. Applicants must be members in good standing of Carl Orff
Canada, who have successfully completed a Level I Orff course.

Please visit our website for more information and application forms.

https://manitobaorff.org/helen-neufeld-mem-schol
https://manitobaorff.org/helen-neufeld-mem-schol
https://manitobaorff.org/susan-berry-bursary
https://manitobaorff.org/susan-berry-bursary
https://orffcanada.ca/scholarships/
https://orffcanada.ca/scholarships/
https://manitobaorff.org/scholarships-%26-awards
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S p o t s  a r e  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  B r a n d o n  d a y  a n d
W i n n i p e g  F r e n c h  d a y  -  r e g i s t e r  h e r e .

https://manitobaorff.org/childrens-day
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V i s i t  t h e  P a s s a g e s  2 0 2 6  w e b s i t e  f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

https://www.passages2026.ca/
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O r f f . . .  O n  t h e  G o !/ E n  m o u ve m e n t  !  s a l e s  h a ve  b e g u n .
P l e a s e  o rd e r  t h e  re s o u rc e  b o o k  h e re .  

I f  yo u  wa n t  a  p r i n t  c o p y  a n d  a re  n o t  a t te n d i n g  t h e  Pa s s a g e s  2 02 6,  p l e a s e  e m a i l
L o r i  a t  p ro g ra m s @ m a n i to b a o r f f .o rg  a n d  a r ra n g e m e n ts  c a n  b e  m a d e  to  p i c k  u p

yo u r  c o p y  i n  Wi n n i p e g.
C h e c k  o u t  t h e  t a b l e  o f  c o n te n ts  o n  t h e  n ext  p a g e .

https://form.jotform.com/253644463613256
mailto:programs@manitobaorff.org
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GENERAL INQUIRIES

info@manitobaorff .org

Contact Us

Jennifer GillisPRESIDENT

Sonja WiensVICE PRESIDENT

Erica RothschildPAST PRESIDENT

TREASURER

SECRETARY

WORKSHOP COORDINATOR Shayla Davidson

PROGRAM CHAIR Lori Arthur

CHILDREN’S DAY CHAIR ’S
Chantal Courcelles Lancaster &

ADVOCACY Becki Moss

ARCHIVES Kristi Grunsten-Yonda

TECHNOLOGY OFFICER Jessica Taves

Annabelle Dragicevic

Lori Arthur

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

LIBRARY

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Rheanne Millet &

MEMBERSHIP Elizabeth Neufeld

Raizel Millet

Jewel Casselman

Shannon Moses

mailto:info@manitobaorff.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1374922702771527/
https://www.instagram.com/manitobaorff2019/
https://www.tiktok.com/@manitobaorff
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