
VOL.  XLI  ISSUE I   •    WINTER 2025

Official Newsletter of the Manitoba Orff Chapter
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President’s Message
BY ERICA ROTHSCHILD

Happy New Year! As we embark on another exciting year, I’d like to
take a moment to extend my warmest greetings to all of you – our
dedicated members, passionate educators, and music enthusiasts. I
hope this new year brings you inspiration, joy, and continued
growth both personally and professionally.

A few workshops remain in our season. These gatherings provide us
with the opportunity to connect, learn, and grow together in our
shared love for music and music for children.

Children’s Day (May 2, 14, 15): We’ll celebrate the creativity and
joy of children in fifth grade elementary. This event is an exciting
opportunity to engage with young learners through movement,
singing and playing (recorder, xylophones, percussion), and
emphasizing the transformative power of music in their lives.
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Stay ‘n Play (May 15): To wrap up the season, our Stay ‘n Play evening will allow for an
interactive and fun-filled experience. It’s the perfect way to deepen our knowledge of
the Orff repertoire guides (volumes), share ideas, and reflect on the year’s growth, all
while enjoying the camaraderie of the Orff community.

Play! (June 5): You are invited to bring your group or music class to play, sing and/or
move at St. Vital Centre! The event will showcase what we do in our music classes. What
an opportunity to share with the community and remind the public of the importance of
music in schools. It’s quite a significant message to be sharing in these uncertain times.  

As always, I am so grateful for each of you and the incredible work you do in fostering a
love for music. We hope to see you at these workshops as we continue to build our
collective knowledge and passion for Orff Schulwerk.

Erica Rothschild

Doreen Hall
MAY 24 ,  1921  -  JANUARY 19 ,  2025

Carl Orff Canada announces the passing of the founder of Carl Orff
Canada and the tireless advocate for music education, Doreen Hall.
Born in 1921, she passed away at the age of 103 in Toronto on
January 19, 2025, after a long life dedicated to Orff Schulwerk.

Read her obituary here.

A tribute to Doreen Hall will be published by Carl Orff Canada in
the near future.

Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  c o n n e c t  w i t h  u s  t h r o u g h  o u r  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  m a n i t o b a o r f f . o r g .  
H e r e ' s  t o  a  y e a r  f u l l  o f  m u s i c ,  g r o w t h ,  a n d  s h a r e d  e x p e r i e n c e s .  M a y  i t  b e  o n e  o f  y o u r  b e s t  y e t !
W a r m l y ,

https://www.humphreymiles.com/obituaries/Doreen-Hall?obId=34760660
http://manitobaorff.org/


Advocacy Corner

BY AMANDA CIAVARELLI

Elementary music programs play a vital role in fostering a sense of community among students, teachers, and
families. These programs go beyond teaching musical skills; they create a shared space where individuals can
connect, collaborate, and celebrate together.

1. Encouraging Collaboration and Teamwork
In the elementary music program, students sing, move, play, explore and create together. These activities
require students to work together, listen to each other, and synchronize their efforts. This collaborative
environment helps students develop teamwork skills and build strong, supportive relationships with their
peers.

2. Celebrating Diversity
Elementary music programs introduce students to a variety of musical genres and traditions from around the
world. This exposure fosters an appreciation for diversity and encourages students to celebrate their unique
backgrounds and those of their classmates.

3. Enhancing School Community
Performances and concerts are key components of elementary music programs. These events bring together
students, teachers, and families, creating a sense of pride and unity within the school community. The shared
experience of preparing for and participating in these events strengthens bonds and enhances school
connection.

4. Social Emotional Learning
Music has the power to express and evoke emotions. Elementary music programs offer students a safe space
to explore their feelings and express themselves creatively. This emotional outlet can be particularly
beneficial for young children, helping them to develop emotional resilience and a sense of belonging.

Elementary music programs are more than just learning music skills; they are a powerful means of building
and nurturing a strong, inclusive community. By encouraging collaboration, celebrating diversity, enhancing
school community and providing opportunities for social emotional learning these programs create a sense of
belonging and connection in our school communities.
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Building Community through Elementary Music Programs
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“One, Two, Three...Echo Me! Orff Companion" by Donna Dirksing is a
collection of songs paired with Orff accompaniments, designed to be used on
its own or as a companion to the original book of the same name. These
arrangements and teaching suggestions embrace the Orff approach, blending
rhythmic speech, singing, instrument playing, movement, and improvisation.
Whether you're an experienced Orff educator or new to Early Years teaching,
this resource provides clear, detailed guidance for teaching instruments using
the Orff process, ensuring success for teachers at any experience level.

Resource Review

BY ELIZABETH NEUFELD
“One, Two, Three... Echo Me!”

W h i l e  t h e  r e s o u r c e  i s  l i s t e d  a s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  g r a d e s  K - 5 ,  i t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e l l - s u i t e d  f o r  G r a d e s  1 - 3 ,
w i t h  o n e  o r  t w o  p i e c e s  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  i n  G r a d e  4 .

O n e  o f  m y  f a v o u r i t e s  f r o m  t h i s  b o o k  i s  “ I ’ m  L o c k e d  i n  a  C a n d y  S t o r e ” ,  a  f u n  p i e c e  t h a t  i n t r o d u c e s  t w o
o s t i n a t o  p a t t e r n s  a n d  b r o k e n  b o r d u n .  T h i s  s o n g  c a n  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a  g r e a t  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r  s t u d e n t s
t o  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  o s t i n a t o  p a t t e r n s  o r  d e s i g n  a  B  s e c t i o n  o n  b a r r e d  i n s t r u m e n t s ,  i m a g i n i n g  t h e i r
c r e a t i v e  e x i t !

Tech Tip

BY AMANDA CIAVARELLI
Lyrical Labs

T h e s e  t o o l s  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o  i n s p i r e  y o u  o r  y o u r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  f o r  g e t t i n g  y o u  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e
p r o c e s s .  F o r  o u r  o u t e r  s p a c e  t h e m e d  c o n c e r t ,  w e  n e e d e d  t o  f i n d  a  s o n g  a b o u t  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  i n  F r e n c h
t h a t  w a s  e n g a g i n g  f o r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h a t  c o u l d  i n c o r p o r a t e  o u r  c l a s s r o o m  i n s t r u m e n t s .  A f t e r  s e a r c h i n g
f o r  a  s o n g  w i t h  n o  s u c c e s s ,  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  c r e a t e  o u r  o w n  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  h e l p  o f  a  l y r i c  g e n e r a t o r .

L y r i c a l L a b s  i s  a  l y r i c  g e n e r a t o r  t h a t  c a n  c r e a t e  s o n g  l y r i c s .  I n p u t  a  t h e m e  a n d  g e n r e  a n d  i n  j u s t
s e c o n d s ,  i t  w i l l  g e n e r a t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  l y r i c s  f o r  a  s o n g .  Y o u  c a n  a l s o  a d j u s t  t h e  “ c r e a t i v i t y ”
l e v e l  w h i c h  a d j u s t s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  l y r i c s .  A n d  y o u  c a n  s e t  t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  s o  t h i s  t o o l  c a n  b e
u s e d  t o  c r e a t e  l y r i c s  i n  E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h ,  a n d  m o r e !  O n c e  i t  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  l y r i c s ,  y o u  c a n  g i v e  i t
f e e d b a c k  t o  i m p r o v e  w h a t  i t  h a s  c r e a t e d .  O r ,  y o u  c a n  m a k e  a d j u s t m e n t s  o n  y o u r  o w n .  
h t t p s : / / l y r i c a l l a b s . i o /

M a n y  o f  u s  a r e  u s i n g  A r t i f i c i a l  I n t e l l i g e n c e  ( A I )  a s  a
t o o l .  D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  A I  t o o l s  t h a t
n o w  e x i s t  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  m u s i c ?

https://lyricallabs.io/
https://lyricallabs.io/
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What an amazing day of learning and sharing with
David Row from Kansas City. He shared his creativity

and wonderful ideas with the participants at Fall Fiesta
on October 26, 2024. 

Fall Fiesta Review
BY JEWEL CASSELMAN

 W e  u s e d  o u r  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g  s t y l e s  w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  d i f f e r e n t  s o n g s  a n d  h a n d  g a m e s  s u c h  a s  O m o c h i o
T s u k i m a s h o .  W e  w a t c h e d  a  v i d e o  o f  h o w  m o c h i  i s  m a d e  a n d  h o w  t h e  g a m e  i m i t a t e s  t h e  p o u n d i n g  o f  t h e
m o c h i  i n  l a r g e  b o w l s .  H e  h a d  s o m e  g r e a t  s u g g e s t i o n s  a b o u t  e n g a g i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  b y  t a l k i n g  l e s s ,
l i s t e n i n g  m o r e ,  w a i t i n g  l o n g e r  f o r  r e s p o n s e s  f r o m  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  a n a l y z i n g  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  b e f o r e
a s k i n g  t h e m .  D a v i d  a l s o  g a v e  e x a m p l e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  t o  e n g a g e  s t u d e n t s  s u c h  a s  c o l o u r  c o d i n g
w o r d s  i n  t h e  p o e m  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o u r e d  w o r d s  p l a y e d  d i f f e r e n t  n o t e s  o n  t h e  x y l o p h o n e .

I n  D a v i d ’ s  s e s s i o n  “ D o - S i - D o  a n d  D o - S i - D o n ’ t  S t r a t e g i e s  f o r  D a n c e  a n d
M o v e m e n t ”  w e  w o r k e d  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  s t y l e s  o f  f o l k  d a n c e  f r o m
s i m p l e  t o  c o m p l e x .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  d a n c e s  w e r e  a c c e s s i b l e  f o r
e l e m e n t a r y  s t u d e n t s .  W e  p l a y e d  s o m e  g a m e s  a n d  c r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t
a n i m a l s  a l l  w h i l e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  h a v i n g  f u n  d a n c i n g .  D a v i d  p r e s e n t e d
a  g r e a t  s e g m e n t  o n  u s i n g  p u p p e t s  w i t h  h i s  s q u i r r e l  p u p p e t  t h a t  w a s
v e r y  a n i m a t e d .  T h i s  w a s  a  f u n  s e s s i o n  w i t h  l o t s  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
e n e r g y  s h a r e d  b y  D a v i d  a n d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

“ S m a l l  S t e p s  A v e n u e s  f o r  I m p r o v i s a t i o n ”  w a s  D a v i d ’ s  f i n a l  s e s s i o n  o f
t h e  d a y .  W e  h a d  f u n  m a k i n g  d i f f e r e n t  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f  s a n d w i c h e s
a n d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  t o g e t h e r .  W e  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  h e r i t a g e  a n d
o r i g i n s  o f  “ F o u r  W h i t e  H o r s e s ”  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g .  W e
c r e a t e d  o u r  o w n  p a t t e r n s  i n  s m a l l  g r o u p s  f o r  t h i s  s o n g  w h i c h  w a s
l o t s  o f  f u n .  I n  “ G r e a t  B i g  H o u s e  i n  N e w  O r l e a n s ”  w e  a d d e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t
t y p e s  o f  p i e  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  D a v i d  t o  a  M a n i t o b a  S a s k a t o o n  p i e .  H e  i s
a n x i o u s  t o  t r y  t h i s  p i e  n e x t  t i m e  h e  i s  i n  W i n n i p e g .

T h i s  w a s  a  w o n d e r f u l  d a y  o f  c r e a t i n g ,  s h a r i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  p l a y i n g ,  i m p r o v i s i n g ,  a n d  g e n e r a l  f u n  w i t h  a
g r e a t  p r e s e n t e r  D a v i d  R o w .  H e  p r e s e n t s  a n  o n l i n e  v i d e o s e s s i o n  e a c h  M o n d a y  e v e n i n g  o n  I n s t a g r a m  a n d
F a c e B o o k  a t  m a k e m o m e n t s m a t t e r . o r g .  H e  h a s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  T P T  a n d  h a s
r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  P a t r e o n .  I  r e c o m m e n d  t a k i n g  t i m e  t o  c h e c k  o u t  h i s  w e b s i t e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  i n  T P T .  

I n  h i s  s e s s i o n  “ C r i t i c a l  T h i n k i n g  i n  O r f f  S c h u l w e r k ”  D a v i d
w a l k e d  u s  t h r o u g h  s e v e r a l  e x a m p l e s  o f  c r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g
a n d  h a d  a  g r e a t  q u o t e  s a y i n g  “ C r i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  i s  t h i n k i n g
a b o u t  t h i n k i n g  s o  t h a t  y o u  c a n  t h i n k  b e t t e r  .  .  . ” .
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Scholarships & Awards

H E L E N  N E U F E L D
M E M O R I A L  S C H O L A R S H I P

This award is given to the applicant(s) who best exemplifies
Helen’s commitment to the philosophies of Carl Orff Canada
and her passion for music education.

This award is usually given to a student, or students, taking
Orff Level II or III.

S U S A N  B E R R Y
M E M O R I A L  T R A V E L  B U R S A R Y

This bursary is awarded annually and provides financial assistance to
rural music educators attending MOC professional development
workshops in Winnipeg.

The bursary recipient will receive up to $400 for transportation, meals,
accommodation, and/or sub costs incurred to attend an MOC workshop.

G U N I L D  K E E T M A N
S C H O L A R S H I P

The Gunild Keetman Fund was established in 1976 to provide annual
grants to selected Canadian students or teachers.

Scholarships are awarded in the spring of each year and are available for
all approved Orff Schulwerk courses offered in Canada, summer and
winter. Applicants must be members in good standing of Carl Orff
Canada, who have successfully completed a Level I Orff course.

Please visit our website for more information and application forms.

https://manitobaorff.org/helen-neufeld-mem-schol
https://manitobaorff.org/helen-neufeld-mem-schol
https://manitobaorff.org/susan-berry-bursary
https://manitobaorff.org/susan-berry-bursary
https://orffcanada.ca/scholarships/
https://orffcanada.ca/scholarships/
https://manitobaorff.org/scholarships-%26-awards
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GENERAL INQUIRIES

i n f o @ m a n i t o b a o r f f . o r g

Contact Us

Erica RothschildPRESIDENT

Jennifer GillisVICE PRESIDENT

Dawn MuirPAST PRESIDENT

TREASURER

SECRETARY Jordanna Dunk

WORKSHOP COORDINATORS Lori Arthur
Joanne Kilfoyle

PROGRAM CHAIR Jewel Casselman

CHILDREN’S DAY CHAIR Chantal Courcelles Lancaster

ADVOCACY Amanda Ciavarelli

ARCHIVES Kristi Grunsten-Yonda

TECHNOLOGY OFFICER Angie Weisgerber

Kayla Scaramuzzi

Lori Arthur

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

LIBRARY

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Elizabeth Neufeld

MEMBERSHIP Jessica Taves

Sonja Wiens

Diane Steffensen

mailto:info@manitobaorff.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1374922702771527/
https://www.instagram.com/manitobaorff2019/



