May 18, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter (C)
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The Other Side
of Love

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

e have an instinct to love; this is
something woven into the foundation of
human life. It’s also a godly instinct, for
anything embedded into the human spirit with such
intensity must surely be of God. In fact, it is how God
is creating a new heaven and a new earth, thereby
making all things new as is written in the Book of
Revelation. So intense is that inclination to love, we
read in the first letter of John that God is love.
While our culture tends to romanticize love,
the reality is that, all too often, if we are seriously
committed to loving someone, it can also be a lonely
effort. Love is not always romantic or satisfying.
At times, it can be demanding and even harsh. One
day, when | was meeting with an engaged couple
in preparation for their marriage, | asked them, as |
often do, for their definition of love. Usually, couples
are tongue-tied when | ask that question. They know
they're in love, and, to them, that seems to be enough.
This time, however, the young groom-to-be did not
hesitate. He said that love is caring for someone even
when they are unlovable—an insightful definition,
for it is precisely during such times that we need
someone’s love. It is the weakest moments of life that
are in need of rebuilding, the loneliest moments of life
that are in need of someone reaching out a hand, and
the darkest moments of life that are in need of light. [Jesus said,] “This is

When that happens, creation is made new. © how all will know that
you are my disciples,
if you have love for

St one another.”
What is my definition of love?

How do I live it?

JOHN 13:35
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ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Hwy 62/412 & 49 Tekakwitha Dr.
Cherckee Village, Arkansas 72529

CONTACT INFORMATION
Parish Office: Diocese of Little Rock
(870) 257-2850 www.dolr.org
Mon - Fri, 9:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.
Mailing Address: Arkansas Catholic Newspaper
P.O. Box 970 www.arkansascatholic.org
Cherokee Village, AR 72525
Rectory: (870) 257-4456 St. Michael's CASA #7215
St. Michael’s Email:stmichaelsoffice22@yahoo.com
St. Michael’s Website: http://stmichaelcv.org

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. Amal Raju Lourduswamy Punganoor
Parish Secretary: Rhonda Bystry

Office Email:stmichaelsoffice22@yahoo.com
Bookkeeper: Rose Brandenburg

Email: stmichaelcv@ahoo.com

Holy Mass Schedule : May God Bless You
Holy Mass 9:00 a.m.: Sunday, Monday, Thursday, Friday
& 15t Saturday
Evening Holy Mass 6:00 p.m.: Wednesday
Vigil Holy Mass 4:00 p.m.: Saturday
Confession 3:00 p.m. — 3:45 p.m. Saturday, 15t Friday &
1=t Saturday of the month after 9 a.m. Holy Mass or by
appointmant
*30 minutes prior to every Holy Mass, we pray the
Holy Rosary*
For more-information, please contact the Church Office.

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE RISEN CHRIST!
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is offered the First
Friday and First Saturday after the 8 am Mass, Saturdays
at 3 pm, and most any reasonable time by appointment.
Your identity need not be known, your anonymify is
respected.
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is strongly
encouraged for those seriously ill, the elderly, or those
facing surgery. This sacrament of Our Lord's healing &
comfort is usually available on the last weekend each
month after every Mass, or by appointment.
The Sacrament of Marriage is a wonderful commitment
of life and love, and the Church welcomes those who are
called to this noble vocation. Christian marriage involves a
couple's- serious deliberation, prayer, and planning. The
diocesan policy requires all engaged couples to contact
the pastor at least 6 months before setting any wedding
date.
The Sacrament of Baptism presupposes sufficient
instruction according to the age of the candidate, and a
desire to practice the faith.” Expectant parents are
encouraged to ask the Pastor for the Church's blessing for
a safe and healthy delivery. Call the Church Office fo
schedule instruction and the service.

PARISH MINISTRIES

{ Area code is 870 unless otherwise noted ) '
Adoration Chapel Coordinators

Rose Brandenburg (10 a.m, — 4 p.m.) 847-5018
Anne Kootz {4 p.m.~9 p.m.) 847-1985
Altar Society

Joyce Speir 266-3586
B-I-N-G-O

isabelle Wiest 994-2243

Columbarium Committee
Jim Wege (Kevin Templet, Kevin Langellier) 3847-3396
Holy Family cemetery -

Bernie Brandenburg 094-2744
Knights of Columbus

Buddy Kootz (Grand Knight) 847-0264
Compassion Ministry

Pat Such 847-7224
Liturgical Ministries

Altar Servers - Buddy Kootz 847-0264
Eucharistic Ministers - } T
Communion to Nursing Homes

Nancy Paluck 421-9383

Communion to Sick & Homebound
Maureen Matselboba

(941) 356-0333

Lectors - Teri Taylor 847-2112
Music - Rose Brandenburg 847-5018
Sacristans - Matt Winston 257-2857
Ushers - Pat Such 847-7224
Finance Council Committee

Michael Gagne (FC-Chair) , (PC) 751-3419
Bernie Brandenburg (FC) 994-2744
Rhonda Bystry (FC) 994-2177
Maureen Fortuna (FC) 966-3367
Parish Council Committee

Buddy Kootz (PC-Chair) 847-0264
Rose Brandenburg (PC) 847-5018
Alison Munroe (PC) 847-7707
Joyce Speir (PC) 266-3586
Lori Templet (PC) 8566-2261
[sabelle Wiest {PC) 994-2243
Prayer Chain

Kathy Gagne pray4me70@att.net 751-3420

Religious Education C.C.D
Lori Templet itemplet2507@yahoo.com 856-2261
St. Vincent dePaul

Help Line 257-3448
Altar / Flower Decorator

Pam MacAulay 847-6742
NEW PARISHIONERS

Welcome to St. Michael’'s! We're glad you’re here.
Please introduce yourself to Fr. Amal, and register
by completing a registration form, then kindly
return it to the Church Office. Get involved!
Volunteer! Let us share with each other our God-
given talents, love, and service to our neighbors.




Holy Family Catholic Cemetery
Burial Plots

Contact: Bernie Brandenburg

St. Michael’s Columbarium
Payment Plans Available
Contact: Jim Wege

St. Michael's Parish Hall
“Thursday & p.m.
Door's Open ats p.m.
* 1st Sunday of the month
‘I--30p m. Doors Open at 12

CANYON

CONSTRUCTI! ON

{ PO Box 295 | Ash Flat, AR 72513
870.994.7472 | CanyonBuilds.com

Build Boldly
Commercial
Residential

Excavation

KNIGHTS
8l OF COLUMBUS

St. John Neumann Council 6969
Grand Knight Buddy Kootz (870) 847-0264

Social and Potluck Meeting
2nd Monday of the month
Rosary 5:30 p.m. Meeting 6 p.m.

Officers Meeting

Last Monday of the month
Rosary 5:30 p.m. Meeting 6 p.m.

: Fourth Degree

Patriotic Degree of the order
%) FN Michael Gagne (870)751-3419
Quarterly Business Meeting
2nd Saturday of the month

&Jnev beginnings
New Beginning

1438 HWY 62/412
Highland, AR. 72542,

(870)994-LIFE (5433)
After Hours Hotline
1-800-712-HELP (4357)

.+ TXT Helpline to 313131
~ Monday ---- Thursday open
10 am. — 5 p.m.

Closed Friday, Satarday, Sunday

“A sincere personal service”

Family Owned & Operated

W
White River
Health

Caring Beyond Healthcare

195 Hospital Drive
Cherokee Village, AR 72525

870-257-6000

Tri-County
Funeral Home

Compassion and Guidance
when needed most

e};g:eral Dge:;z:g o, 870-856-2705
with over ] Physical Address
130 years uf experience 1540 Highway 62/412
3079 Highway 62/412 Highland, AR 72542
LIFE IS BRE " ﬂj u Highland, AR 72542 Mailing Address
(870) 994-BEER (2337) (870) 856-5636 P.O %Ox 665
582 Hwy 62/412 . e
Ash Flat, AR. 72513 Seg‘:ftf:grg‘;fkam?mﬂ‘:; in Hardy AR. 72542
BEER-WINE-LIQUOR stince 19 45 . Only on-site crematory
: In Sharp County
ST. MARY OF THE MOUNT Fr. Amal Raju Lourduswamy Punganoor — Pastor
1002 First Street https://stmaryshsb.org churchoffice@stmaryshsb.org
Horseshoe Bend AR.72512 Confessions after every Mass Horseshoe Bend AR.72512
(870) 670-5896 Adoration after Friday Mass (870) 670-5896
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| have gay/homosexual friends and coworkers. How
) - o
do | respond appropriately when they announce <

they got married or are engaged, as we Catholics do
not believe in same-sex marriage?

Context and perspective are always useful and necessary. It
is also important to remember that your beliefs can often
conflict with another person’s belief system. It does not
change the truth of what you believe, but it can be sobering.
When you offer someone congratulations, it does not

mean you are giving your approval or acceptance. It just means you are engaging in respectful social protocol.
Let's assume that most people are mature enough to understand the difference between acceptance and
protocol. Confusion arises when some people insist that you cannot be “both/and,” as they reduce everything

to “either/or.” With this kind of perspective, life is a battle to be fought rather than an opportunity to live

a life of graciousness and thanksgiving that invites us to celebrate. Be respectful. Be gentle. Be loving. Be
compassionate. Each of those virtues speak much louder than judgment, rigidity, and a posture that proclaims, “|

am better than you.” ®
Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / Dear Padre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

: Monday Friday
) May 19 May 23
- 1 Easter Weekday Easter Weekday
| Acts 14:5-18 Acts 15:22-31
In 14:21-26 In 15:12-17
Tuesday Saturday
May 20 May 24
Easter Weekday Easter Weekday
Acts 14:19-28 Acts 16:1-10
In 14:27-31a In 15:18-21
A WORD FROM POPE ERANCIS Wednesday Sunday
May 21 May 25
We have heard what Jesus told his disciples before leaving this Easter Weekday Sixth Sunday of Easter
world.... He told us what it means to be a Christian: “Even as Acts 15:1-6 Acts 15:1-2,22-29
Jn 15:1-8 Rv 21:10-14, 22-23

I have loved you, so you must love one another” (Jn 13:34).

This is the legacy that Christ bequeathed to us, the ultimate

Thursday

criterion for discerning whether or not we are truly his May 22
discipl Easter Weekday
isciples. e
HOMILY, ROME, MAY 15, 2022 Acts 15:7-21
Jn 15:9-11

Jn 14:23-29
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