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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

If you have questions, email us at welcome@stjec.org 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy some 

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                    
 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum: Book & discussion group in the undercroft Meeting Room  

8:45am   Choir Rehearsal in the undercroft Choir Room 

9:45am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall   
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

12-1pm  Middle & High School Youth Group  

12-1pm  Hand Bell Choir  

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
    
 

PRELUDE   Priere a Notre-Dame      Boellmann 
 

The people stand. 
 

Opening Hymn 709    O God of Bethel, by whose hand
                

 
 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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8:00AM 

Gloria          BCP, pg. 356 

Glory to God in the highest,                     

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ,     

                         with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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10:30AM 

 S278 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  Let us pray. 
 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing 

mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your grace, that we, 

running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 

heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

Amen. 

 
People are seated. 

 

ESTHER 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

 

Reader  A READING FROM ESTHER 

 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the 

second day, as they were drinking wine, the king again said to 

Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted 
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you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, 

it shall be fulfilled.” Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have 

won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be 

given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that 

is my request. For we have been sold, I and my people, to be 

destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been 

sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 

peace; but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the 

king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, 

and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A 

foe and enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified 

before the king and the queen. 

 

Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, 

said, “Look, the very gallows that Haman has prepared for 

Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, 

fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So 

they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 

Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

 

Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews 

who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and 

far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day of 

the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, 

year by year, as the days on which the Jews gained relief from 

their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for them 

from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; 

that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days 

for sending gifts of food to one another and presents to the poor. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 124 

1 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

     let Israel now say; 

2 If the Lord had not been on our side, * 

     when enemies rose up against us; 

3 Then would they have swallowed us up alive * 

     in their fierce anger toward us; 

4 Then would the waters have overwhelmed us * 

     and the torrent gone over us; 

5 Then would the raging waters * 

     have gone right over us. 

6 Blessed be the Lord! * 

     he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

7 We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler; * 

     the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

8 Our help is in the Name of the Lord, * 

     the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

JAMES 5:13-20 

Reader A READING FROM THE LETTER OF JAMES. 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any 

cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you 

sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 

pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 

The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise 

them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 

Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 

another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous 

is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and 

he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years 

and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed 

again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its 

harvest. 
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My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the 

truth and is brought back by another, you should know that 

whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 
 

The People stand 

Sequence Hymn 635     If thou but trust in God to guide thee 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL       Mark 9:38-50 

                       
Deacon         The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out 

demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was 

not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one 

who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon 

afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for 

us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 

drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose 

the reward. 
 

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little 

ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great 

millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown 

into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is 

better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and 

to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes 

you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame 

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye 

causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the 

kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be 
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thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is 

never quenched. 

 

“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has 

lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, 

and be at peace with one another.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

THE SERMON     The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge 
 

THE NICENE CREED                 BCP, pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  

     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

     he suffered death and was buried.  

     On the third day he rose again  
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          in accordance with the Scriptures;  

       he ascended into heaven  

           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

           and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

        and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of the People   Episcopal Relief & Development 
 

Let us pray for the life of the world… 
 

For our loved ones … those whom we know and hold in our 
hearts, and all of your children who are unknown to us but 
always known to you. Help us keep the needs of all, especially 
the youngest amongst us, in our prayers. Bond us through your 
love and inspire us to action alongside the voiceless. God of love,  

People  Receive our prayer.  
 

For those who teach us… our teachers at school and church, our 
family at home, and in all places that we learn and grow. Help 
us to listen and pray with patience as we learn from God and 
one another. God our teacher,  

People  Receive our prayer.  
 

For those who lead us... give the leaders of our nations, towns, 
communities, and homes wisdom to serve people of all ages in 
love and peace. Give us all the language and intention to share 
your love in the world. God who guides us,  

People  Receive our prayer. 
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For the sick and poor... We pray for access that meets the needs 

of those who do not have enough. For nutritious food, housing, 

loving relationships, and all of the things that help us to thrive. 

We pray especially for Paula, Mary Helen, Cynie, David, 

Sophia, Jere, Bud, Carolyn, Gemma, Roberta, Tim, Mary, 

Joseph.  

 
God of the vulnerable,  

People  Receive our prayer. 
 

For ourselves… Thanksgiving for play, for music that moves us 
and all of the good things you bless us with. Inspire us to dwell 
in the stories of others and respond to the needs of our neighbors 
as you have taught us. God who walks with us,  

People  Receive our prayer. 

 
The priest offers a concluding collect. 

 
God, we thank you for always being with us. Open and 
transform our hearts that we might connect more deeply with 
the needs of others and be moved to be your love and care in the 
world. Help us to keep courage as we learn, share, and give. 
Amen. 

 

CONFESSION / ABSOLUTION               BCP, pg. 360 

 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen. 
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Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

 

                         Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 
 

ANTHEM: Beautiful Savior        Lee 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B               BCP, pg. 367 
 

The people stand 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
The celebrant continues 
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It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 

to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth… 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Celebrant and People 

 

8:00AM 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
10:30AM 

Sanctus S128 

 

 

 



 
16 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 

last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 

into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me."  

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 

his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
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sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 

things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language 
closest to our hearts, we are bold to say, 

 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
 

Padre nostro, che sei nei cieli, 
sia santificato il tuo nome; 
venga il tuo regno, 
sia fatta la tua volontà, 
come in Cielo, così in terra. 
Dacci oggi il nostro pane 
quotidiano, 
Erimetti a noi i nostri debiti, 
come noi li rimettiamo ai nostri 
debitori. 
E non ci indurre in tentazione, 
ma liberaci dal male. 
Tuo è il regno, tua la potenza e la 
gloria nei secoli. Amen. 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

. 
 

 
 
A period of silence is kept 
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8:00AM 

  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us 
People  Therefore let us keep the feast. 
10:30AM 

Fraction Hymn WLP 820   The Eyes of all wait upon you 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 
This is God’s table; communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate.  

You can receive in both kinds, bread, and wine, or in just one. To receive communion, or 

a blessing, please come forward to the priest at the front of the altar.  To receive bread put 

your hands out, to receive wine, please drink from the chalice. For health reasons, we do 

not intinct (dip) the bread. To receive a blessing cross your arms across your chest. 

Gluten-free host is available.  Please make your needs known to the priest.  
 

The people are seated 
 

Sending Prayers for Eucharistic Visitors. 
 

Deacon:  In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth 

bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share 

with us in the communion of Christ's body and blood. 

People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread 

and one cup. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

Celebrant        Let us pray.  
  
The people stand. 

 

Celebrant and people  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 

as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 

you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn: 344     Lord, dismiss us with the blessing 
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DISMISSAL  
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

POSTLUDE : Toccata in e minor      Pachelbel 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved, or those 
merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name, please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

 

Paula Fangboner 
Mary Helen 
Cynie Eisler 
David Lee 
Sophia Jones 
Jere Rowland 
Bud Nicholson 
 

Carolyn Shepherd 
Gemma 
Roberta Ridenour 

Tim Wittig 
Mary Persinger 
Joseph Sears

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given in loving memory of my husband, 

RICHARD LEE BRITTON 

by Mary Ann Britton 

 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

Sunday, October 6 

• Blessing of the Animals at 1:30pm-3:00pm 

• Newcomer’s Coffee Hour following the 10:30am Service 

 

Saturday, October 12 

• Acolyte Festival at Washington National Cathedral 

 

Sunday, October 13 

• Youth Group at Trampoline Park 

 

Monday, October 14 

• Indigenous People’s Day – Office CLOSED 

 

Sunday, October 20 

• Casserole Club Meeting at 12pm 

 

Monday, October 21 

• Women of St. John’s Meeting 

 

Saturday, October 26 

• Ordination of Mary Alcuin Kelly at Washington National Cathedral 

 

Saturday, November 2 

• Blood Drive – St. John’s School Gym 

• Installation of Presiding Bishop Elect Rowe 

• Chili Cook-Off 
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 
deacon@stjec.org 

 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Lourdes Hurtado 
Africanpalms@stjec.org 

 

Doug Perkins, Interim Head of School 
Doug.Perkins@stjes.org  

 

Jonathan Chai, Sexton 
 

Selva Selvarajah, Verger 
 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

•  
 

•  
• + 
•  
•  

SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
& AFRICAN PALMS USA 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

Glen Drew – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 
Vicki Hudson, 2027 – Stewardship 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 
Becca Roberson, 2027 – Outreach 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Barry Gough, 2025 – Sr. Warden 
Phil Reiff, 2025 - STJES 

Alan Soukup, 2025 – Worship, STJES 
Nancy Olkewicz, 2026 – Parish Life 

Bill Fleming, 2026 – Formation, Jr. Warden 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

