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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy   

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                   
 

 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum in the undercroft Meeting Room          

9:45am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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COME JOIN US  

 

 
TODAY 

• Pilgrim Tales @ 12pm 

• Youth Group Service Sunday 

 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27 & FRIDAY NOVEMBER 28 

• Thanksgiving – OFFICE CLOSED 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30  

• Advent Wreath Making @ 12pm 

 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 

• Christmas Tree Lighting (St John’s School) 

 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6 

• Advent Dinner @ 5pm 

 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7 

• Newcomer’s Coffee Hour @ 12pm 

• Youth Group Meeting @ 12pm 

• T’ween Faith Club Meeting @ 2pm 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

10:30AM 

Prelude  

 
The people stand. 

 
10:30AM 

Hymn #494                         Crown him with many crowns 
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Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
8AM 

Gloria                        BCP pg. 356 
  

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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10:30AM 

WLP 825  Bless the Lord my soul                                                Jacques Berthier    

 

 

 

                                          

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things 

in your well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: 

Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved 

by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious 

rule; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The people are seated. 



 
8 

 

Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Lector         A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 

 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my 

pasture! says the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of 

Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you 

who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you 

have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 

doings, says the LORD. Then I myself will gather the remnant of my 

flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring 

them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. I will 

raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they 

shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, 

says the LORD. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 

wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his 

days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the 

name by which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
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Canticle 16   The Song of Zechariah      Benedictus Dominus Deus   

Luke 1:68-79 
 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 

he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 

born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 

and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 

to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 

holy and righteous in his sight 

all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 

by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of 

death, * 

and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. 

Amen. 
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Colossians 1:11-20 

Lector         A reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the church in Colossae. 

       

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his 

glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything 

with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He 

has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into 

the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 

forgiveness of sins. 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for 

in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible 

and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers-- all 

things have been created through him and for him. He himself is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head 

of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the 

dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in 

him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him 

God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 

or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
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The people stand. 
 

Hymn #324                        Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (23:33-43) 

People       Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 

Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 

Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what 

they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. The people 

stood by, watching Jesus on the cross; but the leaders scoffed at him, 

saying, "He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of 

God, his chosen one!" The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 

offering him sour wine, and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!" There was also an inscription over him, "This is the 

King of the Jews." 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and 

saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!" But the 

other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are 

under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have 

been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 

deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong." Then he said, "Jesus, 

remember me when you come into your kingdom." He replied, 

"Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

 

 

 

THE SERMON                               The Rev. Henry McQueen 
 

 

The people stand. 
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The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  

     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  

          On the third day he rose again  

              in accordance with the Scriptures;  

          he ascended into heaven  

              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

              and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     

 

Deacon        With the Lord's encouraging words resounding in our hearts, let us   

                    frame again the prayers which linger in all human hearts, saying:      

                    Hear us, O Lord. 
 

We are weary of war and threats of war. Let us pray for peace in our 

world, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 

 

                    We fear for our children. Let us pray for all children, their health  

                    and well-being, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We are anxious about our security. Let us pray for an end to hunger   

                    and want, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We yearn for faith in an uncertain world. Let us pray for all who         

                    preach the gospel, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We tremble at our own vulnerability. Let us pray for the victims of  

                    illness, accident, and disaster, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 

 

We mourn for those who have died. Let us pray for those who are 

now in the nearer presence of our Lord, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 
 

                    We carry worry in our hearts. Let us pray for the needs we can  

                    hardly bear to name, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 
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We pray especially for Sloane, Aurora, Katie, Stephen, Carole, 

Tom, Ron, Greg, Bob, Ivy, Steve, Celeste, and Mary, and those who 

are on our hearts and minds, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 

 

Officiant      Loving God, our Father, you fashioned the human heart; you know  
                    the needs that make it ache. Hear us, your children, praying as your   
                    Son taught us. His is the name we invoke; his is the kingdom we  
                    await: Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.  
 
Deacon       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 

 
 

 

               Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 
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Anthem: God is Here                         Wonacott 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1             Enriching Our Worship 

 
The people stand. 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant    It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy   

                    God, source of life and fountain of mercy. 
 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us 

with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ  

and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and 

call us to fullness of life. 
 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful 

of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

 

The Celebrant continues. 
 

8AM 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
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10:30AM 

Sanctus 128    Holy, holy, holy                                                William Mathias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of 

life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in 

your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might 

be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves;  

we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, dishonored one another, and rejected your 

love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people. 
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Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness,  

and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in 

the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh 

in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, 

he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 

to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

People       Christ has died;  

      Christ is risen;  

      Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you 

from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit 

may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 

Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 

that with beloved John and all your saints, past, present, and yet to 

come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
 



 
19 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language closest 

to our hearts, we are bold to say, 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People         Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Onze Vader, die in de hemel zijt, 

uw naam worde geheiligd. 

Uw rijk kome, 

Uw wil geschiede, 

op aarde zoals in de hemel. 

Geef ons heden ons dagelijks 

brood, 

en vergeef ons onze schuld, 

zoals ook wij aan anderen hun 

schuld vergeven. 

En leid ons niet in bekoring, 

maar verlos ons van het kwade. 

Amen. 
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10:30AM 

Fraction Anthem: Jesus Christ, Bread of Life 
                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
The people are seated.  

 

Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate. You can receive in both 

kinds, bread and wine or in just one. To receive communion, or a blessing, please come forward 

to the priest at the front of the altar. To receive bread, put your hands out, to receive wine, 

 please drink from the chalice. For health reasons, we do not instinct (dip) the bread. To receive a 

blessing, cross your arms across your chest. Gluten-free host is available. Please make your 

needs known to the priest. 
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Sending Prayers for Eucharistic Visitors 

 

Deacon       In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth bearing  

                   these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 

                   communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People        We who are many are one body because we all share one bread   

                   and one cup. 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

 
The people stand.  

 
Celebrant and People  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Blessing  
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Hymn #477      All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine 
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Dismissal  

 

Alleluia. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People        Thanks be to God. Alleluia. 

 

Postlude 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved,               
or those merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org 

 
 
Sloane Lewis 
Aurora 
Katie Fairbanks 
Stephen Simpson 
Carole 
Tom Dry 
Ron Blackburn 
Greg Downing 
Bob Brekke 
Ivy Choe-Branstetter 
Steve Ruff 
Celeste McGee 
Mary Persinger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

• ADVENT DINNER 

You are cordially invited to an Elegant Potluck Dinner for the adults of 

the parish ~ (a tradition that began on December 6, 1974) on Saturday, 

December 6th at 5pm. The festivities begin in the church with a service of 

Lessons and Carols, followed by appetizers, beverages, dinner & dessert  

in the Parish Hall. Song books will be provided for caroling following 

dinner. Wear something festive, bring a dish to share and join us on 

Saturday, December 6th at 5pm.  Childcare will be provided. Please 

contact Mo. Shivaun at associate@stjec.org before November 28 to 

express an interest or a need for that service.  Please see Friday’s Bell 

Tower for the Sign-Up Genius link for opportunities to help and to sign-

up to bring a dish.  Questions?  Please contact:  Gail Rucker at 

lgrucker@verizon.net or Anne Taylor Gough at anniebug15@yahoo.com.  

 

• ADVENT WREATH MAKING 

Join us on Sunday, November 30th at 12pm in the Parish Hall to make an 

advent wreath. Liturgy for household prayers for each week of Advent 

will be available for you. Wreaths, ribbons and candles will be provided. 

Cut greens (holly, evergreens, etc.) from your yard are welcome. 

 

• CALLING ALL WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S  

Ladies of St. John’s, please join us for our annual Soup & Salad/Cookie 

Exchange on Monday, December 15th at 6:30pm at the home of Mathy 

Downing – (5712 Stanbrook Lane, Laytonsville, MD). Come and enjoy 

soup and salads, followed by a cookie exchange. Soup and bread will be 

provided. Please bring a salad or appetizer to share plus a food item for 

the food pantry. Following dinner, we will do a cookie exchange. Cookie 

tins will be provided if you don't have one. Come join in the fun! 

Questions? Contact mathy02@aol.com. 

mailto:lgrucker@verizon.net
mailto:anniebug15@yahoo.com
mailto:mathy02@aol.com
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• GIFT WRAPPING & CHRISTMAS COOKIES  

An evening to prepare Christmas magic, Sunday, December 19th at 

6:30pm in the Parish Hall. Ladies, bring your gifts, wrapping paper and 

other supplies, along with wine, soda, or snacks to share, and join us for 

a casual evening of wrapping and fellowship. Pizza will be provided, 

along with salad, and wrapping supplies to share.  

 

• BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

Washington National Cathedral’s annual Blue Christmas Service invites 

us into hope and healing through prayer, music, and reflection on 

Wednesday, Dec. 17th at 7 pm. The service includes Holy Communion 

and will be livestreamed on https://cathedral.org/worship/blue/. 
 

 

• PRAYER PARTNERS MILK & COOKIES PJ PARTY 

Join us for Advent Cookies, Milk and Eggnog with your prayer partner 

on Sunday, December 21st from 12-1pm.  

Prayer Partner is an intergenerational relationship ministry. Children are 

paired (4 years old through elementary school) with an adult in the 

parish. Prayer partners make the relationship their own, checking in with 

one another on Sundays, praying for one another, and celebrating each 

other's successes. There are 3-4 prayer partner event offerings throughout 

the year. Children may choose to sit with prayer partners during church, 

come to Holy Households or VBS.  If you would like a prayer partner, 

please contact Mo. Shivaun.  

 

• FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Food Pantry needs for this week include: Meal Helpers | Taco Kits | 
Stuffing | Boxed Potatoes | Manwich | Canned Stew | Canned Chili | 
Jelly. 
 

 

https://cathedral.org/worship/blue/
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 
The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 

deacon@stjec.org 
 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Africanpalms@stjec.org 
 

Joe Powers, Interim Head of School 
Joe.Powers@stjes.org  

 

Eoin Benson, Sexton 
 

Selva Selvarajah, Verger 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

& AFRICAN PALMS USA 
 

    Will Lederer, 2026 - Formation 
Bill Fleming, 2026 – Sr. Warden 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

Andrew Hamill – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Bree Bruemmer, 2027 – Stewardship 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 

Becca Roberson, 2027 – Jr. Warden, Outreach 
Becky Hast, 2028 - STJES  

Mary Lou McMaster, 2028 - Worship 
Rob Schellhase, 2028 – Parish Life  

     
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

