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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy   

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                   
 

 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum in the Parish Hall          

9am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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COME JOIN US  

 

 
TODAY 

 Casserole Club Meeting @ 12pm 

 
MONDAY, AUGUST 18 

 Women of St. John’s Meeting @ Ledo’s @ 6pm 

 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24 

 Blessing of the Backpacks @ 8am & 10:30am 

 Choir Rehearsal Resumes 

 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 31 

 Youth Group Meeting 

 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 

 Guppy Gulch @ 9:30am 

 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

 Parish Picnic following the 10:30am service 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 

 Episcopal School Sunday 

 Neuro-Spicy @ 1:30pm 

 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

The church office will be open Monday through Thursday   9am to 2pm. 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

10:30AM 

Prelude  

 
The people stand. 

 
10:30AM 

Hymn #596       Judge eternal, throned in splendor     
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Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

8AM 

Gloria                        BCP pg. 356 

  

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 



 
6 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

 
10:30AM 

S278 Glory to God (Canticle 20)                                                     Mathias
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you.  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice 

for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace to receive 

thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in 

the blessed steps of his most holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The people are seated. 

 

 

Isaiah 5:1-7 

Lector         A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

Let me sing for my beloved 

my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

and my vineyard. 
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What more was there to do for my vineyard 

that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you 

what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

but heard a cry! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18 

 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 

8 You have brought a vine out of Egypt; * 

you cast out the nations and planted it. 

9 You prepared the ground for it; * 

it took root and filled the land. 

10 The mountains were covered by its shadow * 

and the towering cedar trees by its boughs. 

11 You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea * 

and its branches to the River. 

12 Why have you broken down its wall, * 

so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes? 

13 The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, * 

and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it. 

14 Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; 

behold and tend this vine; * 

preserve what your right hand has planted. 

15 They burn it with fire like rubbish; * 

at the rebuke of your countenance let them perish. 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 

the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 

give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

Lector         A reading from a letter written to the Hebrews. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry 

land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were 

drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been 

encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish 

with those who were disobedient, because she had received the 

spies in peace. 
 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of 

Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 

prophets-- who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched 

raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 

Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 

refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 

Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and 

imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, 

they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and 

goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented-- of whom the world was not 

worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 

holes in the ground. 
 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not 

receive what was promised, since God had provided something 

better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 

looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the  

sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of 

the throne of God. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
 

 

The people stand. 

 

VF #26                             Women of faith
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (12:49-56) 

People       Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said, "I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 

already kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and 

what stress I am under until it is completed! Do you think that I 

have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather 

division! From now on five in one household will be divided, three 

against two and two against three; they will be divided: 

father against son 

and son against father, 

mother against daughter 

and daughter against mother, 

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law." 
 

He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in the west, 

you immediately say, `It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And 

when you see the south wind blowing, you say, `There will be 

scorching heat'; and it happens. You hypocrites! You know how to 

interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 

how to interpret the present time?" 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

 

 

THE SERMON                The Rev. Nancy Stockbridge 

  

The people stand. 
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The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  

     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  

          On the third day he rose again  

              in accordance with the Scriptures;  

          he ascended into heaven  

              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

              and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     

 
Deacon        With the Lord's encouraging words resounding in our hearts, let us   

                    frame again the prayers which linger in all human hearts, saying:      

                    Hear us, O Lord. 
 

We are weary of war and threats of war. Let us pray for peace in our 

world, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 
 

                    We fear for our children. Let us pray for all children, their health  

                    and well-being, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We are anxious about our security. Let us pray for an end to hunger   

                    and want, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We yearn for faith in an uncertain world. Let us pray for all who         

                    preach the gospel, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord 

 

                    We tremble at our own vulnerability. Let us pray for the victims of  

                    illness, accident, and disaster, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 

 

We mourn for those who have died.  Let us pray for those who are 

now in the nearer presence of our Lord, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 
 

                    We carry worry in our hearts. Let us pray for the needs we can  

                    hardly bear to name, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 
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We pray especially for Kim, Christina, Alan, Etta, Phillip, Ivy, 

Mary Faith, Steve, Celeste, and Mary, and those who are on our 

hearts and minds, saying, 

People         Hear us, O Lord. 

 
 

Officiant      Loving God, our Father, you fashioned the human heart; you know  
                    the needs that make it ache. Hear us, your children, praying as your   
                    Son taught us. His is the name we invoke; his is the kingdom we  
                    await: Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.  
Deacon       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 

 

 
 

 

               Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 

 

 

Anthem   
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 1             Enriching Our Worship 

 

The people stand. 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Celebrant    It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy   

                    God, source of life and fountain of mercy. 

 

You have filled us and all creation with your blessing and fed us 

with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ  

and knit us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and 

call us to fullness of life. 

 

Therefore, joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful 

of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 

 

The Celebrant continues. 

 
8AM 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 
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10:30AM 

Sanctus 130 Holy, holy, holy Lord                Richard Proulx 
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Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of 

life. You formed us in your own image and called us to dwell in 

your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might 

be your faithful stewards and show forth your bountiful grace. 
 

But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves;  

we would not see your goodness in the world around us; and so we 

violated your creation, dishonored one another, and rejected your 

love. Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of 

salvation for all people. 
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Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. 

You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness,  

and raised up prophets to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in 

the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh 

in Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, 

he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the cross, 

he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took 

bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 

to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had 

given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: 

This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you 

and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

People       Christ has died;  

      Christ is risen;  

      Christ will come again. 

 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you 

from your creation this bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit 

may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy 

Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. 
 

Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons, 

that with beloved John and all your saints, past, present, and yet to 

come, we may praise your Name for ever. 
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Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language closest 

to our hearts, we are bold to say, 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People         Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

하늘에 계신 우리 아버지여, 

이름이 거룩히 여김을 받으시오며, 

나라이 임하옵시며, 

뜻이 하늘에서 이룬 것같이 

땅에서도 이루어지이다. 

오늘날 우리에게 일용할 양식을 

주옵시고, 

우리가 우리에게 

죄 지은 자를 사하여 준 것같이 

우리 죄를 사하여 주옵시고, 

우리를 시험에 들게 하지 마옵시고, 

다만 악에서 구하옵소서. 

대개 나라와 권세와 영광이 

아버지께 영원히 있사옵나이다. 

아멘. 
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10:30AM 

Fraction Anthem: S156 
                                   

 

 

 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
The people are seated.  

 

Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate. You can receive in both 

hands, bread and wine or in just one. To receive communion, or a blessing, please come forward 

to the priest at the front of the altar. To receive bread, put your hands out, to receive wine, please 

drink from the chalice. For health reasons, we do not instinct (dip) the bread. To receive a 

blessing, cross your arms across your chest. Gluten-free host is available. Please make your 

needs known to the priest. 

 

 

Sending Prayers for Eucharistic Visitors 

 

Deacon       In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth bearing  

                   these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 

                   communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People        We who are many are one body because we all share one bread   

                   and one cup. 
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Post Communion Prayer 

 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 

 
The people stand.  
 
Celebrant and People  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

The Blessing  

 

Hymn #637               How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord
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Dismissal  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People        Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved,               
or those merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org 

 
 
Kim Irish 
Alan Soukup 
Etta MacKay 
Phillip White 
Ivy Choe-Branstetter 
Mary Faith Almasi 
Steve Ruff 
Celeste McGee 
Mary Persinger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

 WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S @ LEDO’S 

All women of St. John’s are invited to connect and fellowship at Ledo’s 

Pizza in Olney THIS Monday, August 18th at 6 pm.  Deacon Nancy will 

share her experience from her weekend stay at the MD Women's prison. 

 

 BACK PACK BLESSING 

Students, Moms and Dads, please join us on Sunday, August 24th as we 

bless backpacks, totes, and bags that will contain work to be done, books 

to be studied, notebooks, pencils, and pens. Please invite a friend and join 

us at the 8 or 10:30am service as we bring these school and work bags 

before God for a blessing.  

 

 GUPPY GULCH 

Come Splash with us at Guppy Gulch and spend a fun-soaked day on the 

water on Monday, September 1st (Labor Day) 9:30am to 4:45pm.  Guppy 

Gulch is a 5-acre Freshwater Reservoir with inflatable slides, zipline, 

climbing walls, paddleboards, and jungle-gym for all ages. Bring your 

lunch and join the fun. Cost is $27 per person / $10 for non-swimmer. See 

Friday’s Bell Tower to sign-up. 

 

 PARISH PICNIC 
Join us on September 7th for our annual Parish Picnic. The picnic is being 
catered by Origins BBQ. The menu will consist of brisket, pulled pork, 
chicken legs/thighs, and Mac-n-Cheese along with an array of sauces. 
Bring a side dish or dessert to share. Drinks will be provided by St. John’s.  
It costs nothing to attend and everyone, family and friends are welcome 
to join the fun! 
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 
The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 

deacon@stjec.org 
 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Africanpalms@stjec.org 
 

Joe Powers, Interim Head of School 
Joe.Powers@stjes.org  

 

Eoin Benson, Sexton 
 

Selva Selvarajah, Verger 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

& AFRICAN PALMS USA 
 

    Will Lederer, 2026 - Formation 
Bill Fleming, 2026 – Sr. Warden 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

Andrew Hamill – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Vicki Hudson, 2027 – Stewardship 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 

Becca Roberson, 2027 – Jr. Warden, Outreach 
Becky Hast, 2028 - STJES  

Mary Lou McMaster, 2028 - Worship 
Rob Schellhase, 2028 – Parish Life  

     
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 
 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

