
 

 

S T .  J O H N ’ S  E P I S C O P A L  C H U R C H  A N D  S C H O O L  
&  A F R I C A N  P A L M S  U S A  

 

                                                                              

 

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

  
 
 
 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

 
 

Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

 

 

Sunday, January 28, 2024 

8:00am & 10:30am 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 

Phone: (301) 774-6999  

Website: www.stjec.org 
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We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy some 

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                    
 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum: Book & discussion group in the undercroft           

                           Meeting Room  

9am    Choir Rehearsal in the undercroft Choir Room  

9:30am   Holy Household, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

12-1pm  Middle & High School Youth Group in The Gathering Space upstairs 

12-1pm  Hand Bell Choir in the undercroft Choir Room 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 

 
Prelude:  O Radiant Light       Patterson

       

The people stand 

 
10:30am 

Opening: Hymn #493   O for a thousand tongues to sing
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Opening Acclamation      BCP pg. 355 

 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity          
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

8:00am 

Gloria          BCP pg. 356 
  

Glory to God in the highest, 

    and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

    we worship you, we give you thanks, 

    we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

    have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

    receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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10:30am  

Gloria: WLP 900    Glory to God (Canticle 20) (Rutter) 
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The Collect of the Day 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  Let us pray. 

 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on 

earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant 

us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 
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Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Moses said: The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 
from among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what 
you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly 
when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the LORD replied to me: “They 
are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I 
myself will hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of 
other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God  

 

Psalm 111 

1 Hallelujah! 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart, * 
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 

2 Great are the deeds of the LORD! * 
they are studied by all who delight in them. 

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures for ever. 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
the LORD is gracious and full of compassion. 

5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 
all his commandments are sure. 
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8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
because they are done in truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 
he commanded his covenant for ever; * 
holy and awesome is his Name. 

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
his praise endures for ever. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess 
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims 
to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but 
anyone who loves God is known by him. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in 
the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even 
though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there 
are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have 
become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they 
eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 
“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not 
eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does 
not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, 
who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, 
since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food 
sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom 
Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your 
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against 
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Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so 
that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God  

 

The people stand 

 
10:30am 

Hymn #371      Thou, whose almighty word  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
10 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark (1:21-28) 

 

People   Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, 
he entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” 
But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the 
unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of 
him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is 
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean 
spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to spread throughout 
the surrounding region of Galilee. 

  The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

THE SERMON                                 The Rev. Shivaun Wilkinson 

 
The Nicene Creed                     BCP pg. 358 
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  
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     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  

          On the third day he rose again  

              in accordance with the Scriptures;  

          he ascended into heaven  

              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

              and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

              and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People Form II     BCP pg. 385 

I ask your prayers for God's people throughout the world; for our Bishops 
Mariann, Michael, and Justin; for this gathering; and for all ministers and 
people. Pray for the Church. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for peace; for goodwill among nations; and for the well-
being of all people. Pray for justice and peace. 

Silence 



 

 
12 

I ask your prayers for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the oppressed, and those 
in prison. Pray for those in any need or trouble. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for all who seek God, or a deeper knowledge of God. 
Pray that they may find and be found by God. 

Silence 

I ask your prayers for the departed. Pray for those who have died. 

Silence 

I ask for your prayers for Glenna, Sean, Brenda, Nancy, Ron, Mary, Bishop 

Curry, Julie, Jim & Jane, Andrew, Howard, Nancy, Joseph, Mark, Kim, Peter. 
Pray for our community. 
 
Silence 

Praise God for those in every generation in whom Christ has been honored 
Pray that we may have grace to glorify Christ in our own day. 

Confession / Absolution                             BCP pg. 360 

 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
The people stand or kneel. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen 

 
             The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 
Silence 

 

                  Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 

 

 

Anthem:  This Little Light of Mine        Berg 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C     BCP pg. 369 

 

The people stand 

 

The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant continues. 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of 

glory and praise. 

People  Glory to you for ever and ever. 
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At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, 

and this fragile earth, our island home. 

People  By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, 

and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us 

the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed 

your trust; and we turned against one another. 

People  Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 

 

 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets 

and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the 

fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to 

fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

People  By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, 

apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked 

to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 
8:00am 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 
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10:30am 

Sanctus: WLP 859 Holy, holy, holy     Arnatt 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a new people  

by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these gifts. Sanctify them by your  

Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread, 

and gave it to his friends, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 

for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, “Drink this, all of 

you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.”  

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  
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People We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his   

coming.  

 

Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace 

only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of 

this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 

worthily serve the world in his name.  

 

People                Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of The Bread.  

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High 

Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, 

and worship, from generation to generation. Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Breaking of the Bread 

 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread 
 

A period of silence is kept 

 
8:00am   

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

               Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

10:00am 

Fraction WLP 866 
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The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate. To receive communion, or a 
blessing, please come forward to the priest at the front of the altar. To receive bread put your 
hands out. To receive wine, please drink from the chalice. To receive a blessing cross your arms 
across your chest. Gluten-free host is available.  Please make your needs known to the priest. 
 
The People are seated. 

 

Communion: Voluntary no. 4      Page 

 
 
Let us pray. 
 
The people stand 
Celebrant and People  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 

members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 

spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing  
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Hymn #379         God is Love 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
21 

 

     

Dismissal  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord  

People Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude Voluntary no. 6        Page 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved, or those 
merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name, please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

 
Glenna Miller 
Sean Miller 
Brenda Goodman 
Rev. Nancy Soukup 
Ron Blackburn 
Mary Persinger 
Bishop Curry 
Julie 
Jim & Jane Lawton 
Andrew Erickson 

Howard Bonham 
Nancy Winter 
Joseph Sears 
Mark Evans 
Kim Irish 
Peter McWilliams 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
Upcoming Opportunities for Service/Understanding 

 
Sunday, February 4th – Newcomer’s Gathering – Join us from 12:15pm to 
1:30pm and get to know about St. John’s and meet folks. 
 
Saturday, February 10th – Communion Class – For children 3rd grade and 
younger (please bring your parents, guardian, or adult) for lunch from 
12pm – 1:30 pm and to learn about taking communion. For questions and to 
RSVP for the class, please contact Mo. Shivaun. 
 
Sunday, February 11th – Pancake Breakfast – Join folks in the Parish Hall 
from 8:30am – 10:15 am and again from 11:00am – 12:30pm thanks to the 
cooking and serving of the youth of St. John’s. 
 
Wednesday, February 14th – Ash Wednesday Services – 8:30 (school 
chapel), 12:00pm, 5:30 (families), 7:30pm. Ashes 4 You – 4pm – 5:20pm in 
the front Circle. 
 
Ongoing - With the cold weather arriving, we can use Warm Clothes in good 
condition for MCPS (children and adult coats all sizes), migrants (sizes 
medium and small for all), and the unhoused (all sizes). You can drop them 
in the baskets outside the offices.   

  
YEAR END STATEMENTS - We are most grateful and thankful for the 
financial contributions received in 2023. Your generous contributions continue 
to help reach people in our community and beyond. Year End statements can 
be printed by signing in to the ONLINE DIRECTORY or by contacting the 
office (accounting@stjec.org) to request your statement. 

  
 
 
 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Deacon Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 
deacon@stjec.org 

 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 
Lourdes Hurtado 

Africanpalms@stjec.org 
 

Margery Bank, Head of School 
Margery.bank@stjes.org  

 

 Jon Chai, Sexton 
 

Carl Ridenour, Head Verger 
Selva Selvarajah, Verger 

 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
& AFRICAN PALMS USA 

 

Glen Drew – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 

Anna Mazzucco, 2024 Christian Ed. 
Carolyn Schopp, 2024 - STJES 

Stephen Simpson, 2024 – Stewardship / Sr. Warden 
Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Barry Gough, 2025- Evangelism/Jr. Warden 
Phil Reiff, 2025 - STJES 

Alan Soukup, 2025 – Worship 
Lindsay Cooper, 2026 – Parish Life 

Bill Fleming, 2026 – Outreach 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

 
ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

