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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
Stjec.org 

 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

If you have questions, email us at welcome@stjec.org 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy some 

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                    
 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum: Book & discussion group in the undercroft           

                           Meeting Room  

9am   Choir Rehearsal in the undercroft Choir Room – Summer Break 

9:45am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall   - Summer Break 
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

12-1pm  Middle & High School Youth Group – Summer Break 

12-1pm  Hand Bell Choir – Summer Break 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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PRELUDE:  Berceuse        Vierne 
 

The people stand. 

Opening Hymn 686   Come, thou fount of every blessing 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

People  And blessed be God’s Kingdom, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  Let us pray. 
 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call 

upon you, and grant that they may know and understand what 

things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power 

faithfully to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen. 

 
People are seated. 

 

2 Samuel 6:1, 15, 12b-19 
 

Reader  A READING FROM THE PROPHET SAMUEL 
 

David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty 
thousand. David and all the people with him set out and 
went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of 
God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who 
is enthroned on the cherubim. They carried the ark of God 
on a new cart, and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, 
which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of 
Abinadab, were driving the new cart with the ark of God; 
and Ahio went in front of the ark. David and all the house 
of Israel were dancing before the LORD with all their might, 
with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and 
castanets and cymbals. 

So David went and brought up the ark of God from the 
house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing; and 
when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six 
paces, he sacrificed an ox and a fatling. David danced 
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before the Lord with all his might; David was girded with a 
linen ephod. So David and all the house of Israel brought 
up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound 
of the trumpet. 

As the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal 
daughter of Saul looked out of the window, and saw King 
David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she 
despised him in her heart. 

They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, 
inside the tent that David had pitched for it; and David 
offered burnt offerings and offerings of well-being before 
the LORD. When David had finished offering the burnt 
offerings and the offerings of well-being, he blessed the 
people in the name of the LORD of hosts, and distributed 
food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, 
both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of 
meat, and a cake of raisins. Then all the people went back to 
their homes. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM  24 

1 The earth is the LORD's and all that is in it, * 
the world and all who dwell therein. 

2 For it is he who founded it upon the seas * 
and made it firm upon the rivers of the deep. 

3 "Who can ascend the hill of the LORD? * 
and who can stand in his holy place?" 
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4 "Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, * 
who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, 
nor sworn by what is a fraud. 

5 They shall receive a blessing from the LORD * 
and a just reward from the God of their salvation." 

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, * 
of those who seek your face, O God of Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

8 "Who is this King of glory?" * 
"The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle." 

9 Lift up your heads, O gates; 
lift them high, O everlasting doors; * 
and the King of glory shall come in. 

10 "Who is he, this King of glory?" * 
"The LORD of hosts, 
he is the King of glory." 

EPHESIANS 1:3-14 

Reader A READING FROM SAINT PAUL’S SECOND LETTER TO THE 

CHURCH IN EPHESUS. 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus  

Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every  

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to 
be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined 
us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise 
of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
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the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and insight he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that 
he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to 
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. In him you also, when you had heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed 
in him, were marked with the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his 
glory. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

The People stand 
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Sequence: Hymn 615    Thy kingdom come on bended knee 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                       Mark 6:14-29 
                       

Deacon             The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark  

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

King Herod heard of Jesus and his disciples, for Jesus’ name 
had become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer 
has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these 
powers are at work in him.” But others said, “It is Elijah.” 
And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of 
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old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I 
beheaded, has been raised.” 

For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound 
him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For 
John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to 
have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge 
against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could not, for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he 
was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. But 
an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a 
banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, 
she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the 
girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give it.” 
And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I 
will give you, even half of my kingdom.” She went out and 
said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, 
“The head of John the baptizer.” Immediately she rushed 
back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me at 
once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” The king 
was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for 
the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the 
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s 
head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, brought his 
head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave 
it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they 
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

THE SERMON    The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson 
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THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

  Do you believe in God the Father? 

People   I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 
 

             Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the  

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into  

sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 
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Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God  

in Christ? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your  

neighbor as yourself? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and  

respect the dignity of every human being? 

People  I will, with God’s help. 

 

 

The Prayers of the People          Form III BCP, pg. 387 

 
Deacon Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People  That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and 

humbly serve you; 

People  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially  

Presiding Bishop-Elect Sean Rowe. 

People That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and 

Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations 

of the world; 

People  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
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Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People  That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

  

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

We pray for our own needs and those of others. We pray 

especially for Gemma, Chris, Blaine, Roberta, Brenda, Harry, 

Tim, Mary, Joseph and we give thanks for the Baptism of 

Chloe Lucia this morning. 

 
The priest offers a concluding collect. 

 

CONFESSION / ABSOLUTION               BCP, pg. 360 

 

Deacon Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 

delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 

life. Amen. 
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The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

 

  

                          Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 
 

 

 

ANTHEM: God Will Make A Way       Moen 
             

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B               BCP, pg. 367 
 

The people stand 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

 

  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The celebrant continues 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere 

to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 

earth… 

 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 

sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 
Celebrant and People 
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Sanctus S129 

 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which 

you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to 

be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these 

last days, you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 

into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This 

is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me."  

 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O 

Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 

this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these 

gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 

his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all 

things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation.  

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language 
closest to our hearts, we are bold to say, 

 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

 

Padre nuestro que estás en el cielo, 

santificado sea tu Nombre, venga 

tu reino, hágase tu voluntad, en la 

tierra como en el cielo. Danos hoy 

nuestro pan de cada día. Perdona 

nuestras ofensas, como también 

nosotros perdonamos a los que nos 

ofenden.  No nos dejes caer en 

tentación y líbranos del mal.  

Porque tuyo es el reino, 

tuyo es el poder, 

y tuya es la gloria, 

ahora y por siempre. Amén.  

  
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
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Fraction Hymn:           Jesus Christ, Bread of Life 
 

 
 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God 

 
This is God’s table; communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate.  

You can receive in both kinds, bread, and wine, or in just one. To receive communion, or 

a blessing, please come forward to the priest at the front of the altar.  To receive bread put 

your hands out, to receive wine, please drink from the chalice. For health reasons, we do 

not intinct (dip) the bread. To receive a blessing cross your arms across your chest. 

Gluten-free host is available.  Please make your needs known to the priest.  
 

The people are seated 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

Deacon:  In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth 

bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share 

with us in the communion of Christ's body and blood. 

People:  We who are many are one body because we all share one bread 

and one cup. 
 

Celebrant        Let us pray.  
  
The people stand. 
 

Celebrant and people  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 

as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and 

you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 

gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn: 492   Sing, ye faithful, sing with gladness 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL  
 

Deacon Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.  

 
POSTLUDE: Come, thou fount of every blessing     Bish 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved, or those 
merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name, please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

Gemma 
Chris Sr. 
Blaine Baldwin 
Roberta Ridenour 

Brenda Goodman 

Harry Brooke 

Tim Wittig 
Mary Persinger 
Joseph Sears 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 
 
 
 
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS ~ MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY 9AM TO 2PM 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given in celebration  

of the Baptism of 

CHLOE LUCIA CONTRERAS 

by Nancy Olkewicz 

 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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LOOKING AHEAD  
 

Sunday, July 14 

• Holy Eucharist at 8:00am  

• Adult Forum at 9:00am 

• Acolyte Training at 9:30am 

• Holy Eucharist at 10:30am 

• “The Anxious Generation” Book discussion at 12:00pm  

• Movie Night – Coco at 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday, July 21 

• Holy Eucharist at 8:00am  

• Adult Forum at 9:00am 

• Holy Eucharist at 10:30am 

• Casserole Club at 12:00pm   

• Movie Night – Encanto at 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday, July 28 

• Holy Eucharist at 8:00am  

• Adult Forum at 9:00am 

• Holy Eucharist at 10:30am 

 
Monday July 29 – Friday August 2 
 

• Vacation Bible School at 6:00 -8:30pm 
 
Sunday, August 4 

• Holy Eucharist at 8:00am  

• Adult Forum at 9:00am 

• Holy Eucharist at 10:30am 
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 
deacon@stjec.org 

 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Lourdes Hurtado 
Africanpalms@stjec.org 

 

Doug Perkins, Interim Head of School 
Doug.Perkins@stjes.org  

 

Jonathan Chai, Sexton 
 

Selva Selvarajah, Verger 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
& AFRICAN PALMS USA 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 

(301) 774-6999  - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

Glen Drew – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 
Vicki Hudson, 2027 – Stewardship 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 
Becca Roberson, 2027 – Outreach 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Barry Gough, 2025 – Sr. Warden 
Phil Reiff, 2025 - STJES 

Alan Soukup, 2025 – Worship, STJES 
Nancy Olkewicz, 2026 – Parish Life 

Bill Fleming, 2026 – Formation, Jr. Warden 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

