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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher and/ 

or priest. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy some 

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                    
 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Do, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum: Book & discussion group in the undercroft           

                           Meeting Room  

9am    Choir Rehearsal in the undercroft Choir Room  

9:45am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

12-1pm  Middle & High School Youth Group in The Gathering Space upstairs 

12-1pm  Hand Bell Choir in the undercroft Choir Room 

1-2pm  Children’s Choir in the undercroft Choir Room 

 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

10:30AM 

Prelude:  All Glory Be to God on High     Pachelbel 
 
10:30AM 

Opening Hymn: VF34      People Look East 
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Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Collect for Purity        pg. 355  
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on 

the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus 

Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall 

come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we 

may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.Amen. 

 

 

Wait for the Lord       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted with permission under one license #A-740444. All rights reserved. 
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The Collect of the Day 

 

  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your 

well-beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the 

peoples of the earth, divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought 

together under his most gracious rule; who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Advent candle is lit 
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Heavenly Father, you call us to repent of our sins: soften our proud and 

stubborn hearts. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, you declared the forgiveness of God: teach us to forgive one 

another. Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

 

Holy Spirit, you search our hearts and show us the truth: direct us in your way 

of righteousness. Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Almighty God, who in Jesus Christ has given us a kingdom that cannot be 

destroyed, forgive you your sins, open your eyes to God’s truth, strengthen you 

to do God’s will, and give you the joy of his kingdom, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5 

 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

In days to come 

the mountain of the Lord’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.’ 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
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He shall judge between the nations, 

and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

O house of Jacob, 

come, let us walk 

in the light of the Lord! 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God  

 

Psalm 122 
 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

"Let us go to the house of the LORD." 

2 Now our feet are standing * 

within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 

the tribes of the LORD, * 

the assembly of Israel, 

to praise the Name of the LORD. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

"May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 

and quietness within your towers. 
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8 For my brethren and companions' sake, * 

I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 

I will seek to do you good." 

 

Romans 13:11-14 
 

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the 

night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling 

and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the 

flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn:  68      Rejoice! Rejoice, believers 
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 24:36-44 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the 

days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 

nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the 

coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 

and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 

be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the 

house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would 

have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
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Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People  Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

 

THE SERMON  

 
The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  

     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  

          On the third day he rose again  

              in accordance with the Scriptures;  

          he ascended into heaven  
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              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

              and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

              and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

Prayers of the People          
 

A representative of the congregation prays: 
 

Watchful at all times, let us pray for strength to stand with confidence before 

our Maker and Redeemer. 

 

That God may bring in his kingdom with justice and mercy, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may establish among the nations his sceptre of righteousness, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That we may seek Christ in the Scriptures and recognize him in the breaking 

of the bread, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That God may bind up the brokenhearted, restore the sick, and raise up all 

who have fallen, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 



 
13 

That the light of God’s coming may dawn on all who live in darkness and the 

shadow of death, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

That, with all the saints in light, we may shine forth as lights for the world, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Especially in our prayer today, we pray for: Matt, Patrick and family, Bob, 

Jane, “Young Dave”, Phil, Edgar, Penny, Fred, Stephen, Peter, Nan, Jack, 

Rinchen, Bud, Jeanne, Sophia, Tim, Nancy, Scott, Lu, Frances, and Mary. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray to the mercy and 

protection of our heavenly Father. 

 
Silence is kept. 

Celebrant concludes: 

 

Almighty God, as your blessed Son Jesus Christ first came to seek and to save 

the lost; so may he come again to find in us the completion of his redeeming 

work; for he is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, God for 

ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

             The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
 

Silence 

 

 

Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 
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Anthem:  Watchman tell us       Lowe 

      
The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise 

 

 

Covenant God, in the beginning you called your creation good and flooded it 

with beauty and bounty, with goodness and grace. In the days of Noah you 

drowned your creation to wash away sin and draw your own sons and 

daughters to yourself. Through your covenant with Israel your promises 

flowed to all nations, and in Jesus Christ you drew us out of our waywardness 

into the relentless flood of your mercy. His death was the drowning of our sin; 

his resurrection and ascension bless all nations to stream toward you in glory.  

 

And so we praise you with angels and archangels and all the company of 

heaven as we join their unending hymn. 

 
8AM 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
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10:30AM 

Sanctus WLP 852                                                                  William Bradley Roberts     
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Peacemaking God, in Christ you made an ending of the life of spears and 

swords, and came to us with plowshares and pruning hooks, the tools of 

planting and cultivating, that we might be fed. In him you showed us how to 

study war no more, how to lay down our swords and shields, and how to feast 

with the prince of peace. As you came to us to be our very food and drink, send 

your Holy Spirit upon this bread and cup and make them be for us the body 

and blood of your Son Jesus Christ, who, at supper with his disciples, took 

bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, 

"Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you, do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, "Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often 

as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 

 

Great is the mystery of faith, 

People  Christ has died;  

Christ is risen;  

Christ will come again. 

 

God of prophets and promises, as you turn swords into plowshares, take our 
sin and reshape us for salvation. Take our foolishness and bend us toward faith. 
Take our hostility and refashion us for heaven in the crucible of your love. Stir 
your church with wakening hope, that soon and very soon we are going to see 
our king. Quicken our spirits with trust in that day when we who have been 
blessed with such hope will gather around your throne with saints of every age, 
in praise and thanksgiving to you, one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

     hallowed be thy Name,  

     thy kingdom come,  

     thy will be done,  

          on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

     as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

     but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

     and the power, and the glory,  

     for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

 

8AM 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast.   
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10:30AM 

Fraction Anthem:  Come fill  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reprinted with permission under one license #A-740444. All rights reserved. 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate.  Gluten-free host is 
available.  Please make your needs known to the priest.  To receive communion, or a blessing, 
please come forward to the priest at the front of the altar.   
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Communion:  Now Thank We All Our God        Organ solo                Kaufmann 

 

Let us pray.   
 

Celebrant and People  

 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual 
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the 
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
 
And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing  

 

Closing Hymn: 57    Lo! He comes with clouds descending 
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Dismissal  

 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Postlude:  People Look East       Shepherd 
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TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved, or those 
merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

 

Matt Ladd 

Patrick and family 

Bob Cooper 

Jane MacDonald 

“Young Dave” 

Phil Yarnall 

Edgar McHenry 

Penny 

Fred 

Stephen Bellairs  

Peter McWilliams 

Nan 

Jack Fish 

Rinchen Khandro 

Bud Nicholson 

Jeanne Van Hoeck 

Sophia Jusko 

Tim Wittig 

Scott Smith 

Lu Soukup 

Frances Hunt 

Mary Persinger 

Chris Prinz 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any 

number of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

If you feel called to pray intentionally in a small group for the needs of the congregation or 

community, visit those who cannot attend service, or write cards and make calls for 

encouragement or support, we want to know and be in touch with you.  Please email 

pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

CASSEROLE CLUB – The Casserole Club’s next meeting is Saturday, 
December 10th at 10”30am in the Parish Hall.  If you are experiencing the loss of 
a loved one, we invite you to join this informal, come-as-you-are safe assembly 
of people joined by the experience of deep loss. 
 
ADULT FORM – “Receiving Jesus: The Way of Love” Sunday mornings at 9am 
in the Meeting Room.  Discussion sessions for: November 27 – Chapters 3 &4; 
December 4 – Chapters 5&6. 
 
NOVEMBER COAT DRIVE – The Coat Drive is collecting new or lightly used 
winter coats for MCPS students and families through the end of November.  
Coats may be dropped off weekdays between 9am and 3pm. 
 
 
If you have not pledged yet, we are asking you to prayerfully discern and 
submit a pledge certificate for the 2023 year.  Knowing how much our members 
plan to contribute allows our leadership to make a budget and fund ministries, 
such as Music, Outreach, Christian Formation, and Parish Life, along with 
others. If you have never pledged or completed a pledge certificate, please 
consider it. Having a pledge from each household is a gauge on how we can 
invest in God’s ministries through St. John’s.  
 
 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd @ 5pm 

It’s NOT too late to host a table! 
See Friday’s Bell Tower to RSVP or visit www.stjec.org 

2023 Stewardship 

Every Day is a Gift from the 

http://www.stjec.org/


 
23 
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Justin Welby, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 
 

STAFF 
 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 
deacon@stjec.org 

 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

African Palms USA 
Africanpalms@stjec.org 

 

Margery Bank, Head of School 
Margery.bank@stjes.org  

 

Jonathan Chai, Sexton 
 

Carl Ridenour, Head Verger 
Selva Selvarajah, Verger 

 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
& AFRICAN PALMS USA 

 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 

(301) 774-6999 
~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

Glen Drew, 2023 – Stewardship / STJES / Treasurer 
Dan Phillips, 2023 – Christian Ed. / Sr. Warden 

Nancy Olkewicz 2023 – Pastoral Care/ African Palms 
Anna Mazzucco, 2024 – Parish Life 

Carolyn Schopp, 2024 – B&G / STJES 
Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 
Stephen Simpson, 2024 – Worship / Jr. Warden 

Barry Gough, 2025 - Evangelism 
Phil Reiff, 2025 - Outreach 

Alan Soukup, 2025 - Communication 
 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

