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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy   

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                   
 

 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 10:15am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9:15am  Adult Forum in the undercroft Meeting Room          

9:45am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
9:45am  Holy Play, Intergenerational faith formation for families with children 

1st grade and under in the Nursery 

10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 
 

 
Prelude  
    
 

Hymn #203                                                             O sons and daughters, let us sing 
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Alleluia.  Christ is risen. 

People       The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 

 

There is one Body and one Spirit; 

People       There is one hope in God's call to us; 

Celebrant    One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 

People       One God and Father of all. 
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The Collect of the Day 

 

The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 

established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who 

have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 

forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 2:14a, 22-32 
 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed 

the crowd, “You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: 

Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 

power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among 

you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you 

crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law. But 

God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it 

was impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says 

concerning him, 
 

‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

        for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

        moreover my flesh will live in hope. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

        or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

You have made known to me the ways of life; 

        you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 
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“Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor 

David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with 

us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 

descendants on his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 
 

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

        nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God  
 

 

Psalm 16 
 

1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 

I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 

my good above all other." 

2 All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 

upon those who are noble among the people. 

3 But those who run after other gods * 

shall have their troubles multiplied. 

4 Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 

nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 

5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 

it is you who uphold my lot. 

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 

indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 

7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 

my heart teaches me, night after night. 
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8 I have set the LORD always before me; * 

because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 

my body also shall rest in hope. 

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 

nor let your holy one see the Pit. 

11 You will show me the path of life; * 

in your presence there is fullness of joy, 

and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 

 

A reading from 1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great 

mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you, who are being protected by the power of God through faith for 

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 

even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so 

that the genuineness of your faith-- being more precious than gold 

that, though perishable, is tested by fire-- may be found to result in 

praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although 

you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable 

and glorious joy, for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the 

salvation of your souls. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn #318                                                    Here, O my Lord I see thee face to face 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 20:19-31                                 

People  Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be 

with you." After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
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side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said 

to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they 

are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 
 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, "We 

have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 

my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to Thomas, 

"Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, 

"My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, "Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have come to believe." 
 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 

 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ 
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THE SERMON                   The Rev. Shivaun Wilkinson 

 

The Presentation and Examination of the Candidate 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented. 
 

Parents and Godparents 
 

I present Valentina Kara and Oliver Ronald to receive the Sacrament 

of Baptism. 

 
When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and godparents 
 

Will you be responsible for seeing that these beloved children of 

God you present are brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant 

Will you by your prayers and witness help these beloved children of 

God to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 

Parents and Godparents 

I will, with God’s help. 

 
Celebrant 

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness 

that rebel against God? 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and 

destroy the creatures of God? 

I renounce them. 
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Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of 

God? 

I renounce them. 
 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 

I do. 
 

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 

I do. 
 

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 

I do. 
 

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support 

these persons in their life in Christ? 

We will. 
 

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and 

renew our own baptismal covenant. 

 

The Baptismal Covenant 

 

Celebrant    Do you believe in God the Father? 

People        I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant    Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. 
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On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Celebrant    Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People         I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic Church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body, 

   and the life everlasting. 

 

Celebrant    Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

        breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

People        I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,   

                    repent and return to the Lord? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in    

                    Christ? 

People        I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor    

                    as yourself? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 

 

Celebrant    Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect       

                    the dignity of every human being? 

People         I will, with God’s help. 
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Prayers for the Candidates 
 

The Celebrant then says to the congregation 

 

Let us now pray for these beloved children of God who are to 

receive the Sacrament of new birth. 

 
A Person appointed leads the following petitions 

 

Leader         Deliver them O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 

People          Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader         Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader         Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader          Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader         Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader         Send them into the world in witness to your love. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

Leader         Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 

People         Lord, hear our prayer. 
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The Celebrant says 

 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus 

Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection and look 

for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying 

 

Celebrant    The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you. 

Celebrant    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People         It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Celebrant 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.  Over it the Holy 

Spirit moved in the beginning of creation.  Through it you led the 

children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of 

promise.  In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 

anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 

through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life.   
 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism.  In it we are buried 

with Christ in his death.  By it we share in his resurrection.  Through 

it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.  Therefore in joyful obedience to 

your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in 

faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
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Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born again 

may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now 

and for ever.  Amen. 

 

The Baptism 

 

Valentina/Oliver, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit 

you have bestowed upon these your servants the forgiveness of sin, 

and have raised them to the new life of grace.  Sustain them, O Lord, 

in your Holy Spirit.  Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, 

the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love 

you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works.  Amen. 
 

Valentina/Oliver, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and 

marked as Christ’s own for ever.  Amen. 

 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We receive you into the household of God.  Confess the faith of 

Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with us in 

his eternal priesthood. 
 

      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 
 

Silence 
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Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 

 

 

 
 
Anthem: At the River                 arr. Staneslow 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER C 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

People        We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People        It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and 

praise. 

Glory to you for ever and ever. 

 

At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of 

interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses, and 

this fragile earth, our island home. 

By your will they were created and have their being. 

 

From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and 

blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You made us the rulers 

of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and 

we turned against one another. 

Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight. 



 
17 

Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and 

sages you revealed your righteous Law. And in the fullness of time 

you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to 

open for us the way of freedom and peace. 

By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed. 

 

And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with 

prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all those in every 

generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them 

your glory, in their unending hymn: 

 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord                                                            Malcolm Archer 
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And so, Father, we who have been redeemed by him, and made a 

new people by water and the Spirit, now bring before you these 

gifts. Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be the Body and Blood of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

On the night he was betrayed he took bread, said the blessing, broke 

the bread, and gave it to his friends, and said, "Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

After supper, he took the cup of wine, gave thanks, and said, "Drink 

this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this 

sacrifice of thanksgiving, 

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his 

coming. 

 

Lord God of our forbears: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;    God 

of Sarah, Rebekah, Leah, and Rachel; God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see your hand at work in the world 

about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table 

for solace only, and not for strength; for pardon only, and not for 

renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, 

one spirit in Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his 

name. 

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread. 

 

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our 

great High Priest, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, your 

Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 

generation. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language closest 
to our hearts, we are bold to say, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 
A period of silence is kept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Padre Nostro, che sei nei cieli, 
Sia santificato il tuo nome. 
Venga il tuo regno, 
Sia fatta la tua volontá, 
Come in cielo, così in terra. 
Dacci oggi il nostro pane 
quotidiano, 
E rimetti a noi i nostri debiti 
Come noi li rimettiamo ai nostri 
debitori. 
E non ci indurre in tentazione, 
Ma liberaci dal male. 
Amen. 
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Fraction Anthem:  Lamb of God          Malcolm Archer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
 

 

Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate. You can receive in both 

kinds, bread and wine or in just one. To receive communion, or a blessing, please come forward 

to the priest at the front of the altar. To receive bread, put your hands out, to receive wine, please 

drink from the chalice. To receive a blessing, cross your arms across your chest. Gluten-free host 

is available. Please make your needs known to the priest. 

 
The people are seated.  
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Sending Prayers for Eucharistic Visitors.  

 

Deacon        In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth bearing     

                    these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the    

                    communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People         We who are many are one body because we all share one bread   

                    and one cup. 

 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Let us pray. 
 

The people stand. 
 

 

Celebrant and people. 

 

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with 

the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of your 

Son our Saviour Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son,  

and heirs of your eternal kingdom.   
 

And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to 

do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Blessing  
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Hymn #691                                       

 
 
Dismissal  

 

Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth in the name of Christ  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Postlude 
 



 
23 

TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved,               
or those merely in need of prayer. If you wish to submit a name please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org 

 
 
Harry Brooke 

Stephanie Sidella 

Andrew Erickson 

Aurora 

Carole 

Ivy Choe-Branstetter 

Steve Ruff 

Mary Persinger 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Rev. and Rt. Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Most Reverend Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 
The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 

deacon@stjec.org 
 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Africanpalms@stjec.org 
 

Joe Powers, Interim Head of School 
Joe.Powers@stjes.org  

 

Eoin Benson, Sexton 
 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 

& AFRICAN PALMS USA 
 

Bree Bruemmer, 2027 – Pastoral Care 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 

Becca Roberson, 2027 – Sr. Warden, Outreach 
Andrew Hamill – Treasurer 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Becky Hast, 2028 – Jr. Warden, STJES  
Mary Lou McMaster, 2028  

Rob Schellhase, 2028 – Parish Life  
Mark Glaudemans, 2029 - Worship 
Francesco Paganini, 2029 - STJES 
Mary Quinn, 2029 - Stewardship 

     

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 
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