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Welcome to St. John’s Church  
 

We are a diverse faith community committed to carrying out Christ’s mission in the world 

around us. We love the beauty of worship, and live into the faithful and constant 

commitment towards seeking social and economic justice and reconciliation among all 

peoples. We come from across the globe, with varied family configurations, educational 

backgrounds, occupations, interests, and talents and invite you to join us.  

If you are visiting our church for the first time, please introduce yourself to an usher  

or a member of the Clergy. We have a small gift for you from the parish. 

If you are seeking a spiritual home, please speak with the Clergy. 

 
 

 

Please join us for Coffee and fellowship following the worship service  

If you are a guest with us today, please know that you are welcome to enjoy   

fellowship, coffee, and tea with us in the Parish Hall following the service.                   
 

 

Children are welcome at all services 

If you have little worshipers with you today who might enjoy coloring, 

Play-Doh, or a Rubik’s cube, these can be found at either entrance. 

 

The Nursery is open from 8am to 12pm for children age 5 and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8am   Worship with Eucharist, no music, in the Sanctuary 

9am  Adult Forum in the Parish Hall          

9am   Holy Household Half-Hour, Intergenerational "Sunday school”                          
                            in the Parish Hall    
10:30am Worship with Eucharist and choir in the Sanctuary  

 

SUNDAY @ ST. JOHN’S 
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HOLY EUCHARIST 

 

10:30AM 

Prelude  
 

The people stand. 

 
10:30AM 

Hymn #655                                      O Jesus I have promised 
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Celebrant     Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People        And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 

the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 
 

8AM 

Gloria                        BCP pg. 356 

  

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
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10:30AM 

S278 Glory to God (Canticle 20)                                                     Mathias
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you.  

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 

cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined together in unity of spirit by 

their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The people are seated. 

 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 

Lector         A reading from the first book of Kings. 

 

When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah 

said to Elisha, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel." 

But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will 

not leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 
 

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the 

Jordan." But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you." So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the 

company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from 

them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his 

mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted 

to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry 

ground. 
 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may do 

for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me 

inherit a double share of your spirit." He responded, "You have 

asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, 

it will be granted you; if not, it will not." As they continued walking 

and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of 

them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept 

watching and crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and 

its horsemen!" But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 

own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and 

went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle 

of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the water, saying,  
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"Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" When he had struck the 

water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and 

Elisha went over. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20 

1 I will cry aloud to God; * 

I will cry aloud, and he will hear me. 

2 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord; * 

my hands were stretched out by night and did not tire; 

I refused to be comforted. 

11 I will remember the works of the LORD, * 

and call to mind your wonders of old time. 

12 I will meditate on all your acts * 

and ponder your mighty deeds. 

13 Your way, O God, is holy; * 

who is so great a god as our God? 

14 You are the God who works wonders * 

and have declared your power among the peoples. 

15 By your strength you have redeemed your people, * 

the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw you, O God; 

the waters saw you and trembled; * 

the very depths were shaken. 

17 The clouds poured out water; 

the skies thundered; * 

your arrows flashed to and fro; 
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18 The sound of your thunder was in the whirlwind; 

your lightnings lit up the world; * 

the earth trembled and shook. 

19 Your way was in the sea, 

and your paths in the great waters, * 

yet your footsteps were not seen. 

20 You led your people like a flock * 

by the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

 

Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

Lector         A reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 
 

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not 

submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use 

your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through 

love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up 

in a single commandment, "You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself." If, however, you bite and devour one another, take care 

that you are not consumed by one another. 
 

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 

For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the 

Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each 

other, to prevent you from doing what you want. But if you are led 

by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the 

flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, 

sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 

factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am 

warning you, as I warned you before: those who do such things will 

not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There 

is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus 

have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by 

the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

People        Thanks be to God. 

 
The people stand. 

 

The Summons                              
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The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (9:51-62) 

People       Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to 

go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their 

way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; 

but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward 

Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, 

"Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven 

and consume them?" But he turned and rebuked them. Then they 

went on to another village. 
 

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will 

follow you wherever you go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have 

holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has 

nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he 

said, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to 

him, "Let the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and 

proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow you, 
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Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to 

him, "No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

the kingdom of God." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 

People        Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 

 

 

THE SERMON                    The Rev. Henry McQueen 

  

The people stand. 
 

The Nicene Creed  
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty,  

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

    the only Son of God, 

     eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light,  

     true God from true God,  

     begotten, not made, 

     of one Being with the Father.  

     Through him all things were made.  

     For us and for our salvation  

          he came down from heaven:  

     by the power of the Holy Spirit  

          he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

          and was made man. 

     For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

          he suffered death and was buried.  
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          On the third day he rose again  

              in accordance with the Scriptures;  

          he ascended into heaven  

              and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

         and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

     With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  

     He has spoken through the Prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

     We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

              and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     

 
Deacon       Let us bring our needs to the God of glory, who has come close to us   

                    in Jesus Christ. 
 

                    That all who serve the community of believers will live in the Lord’s   

                    presence through their ministry, let us pray to the Lord: 

People         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

             

                   That nations and people will live in the Lord’s presence through  

                   their commitment to peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

People         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

                   That those who suffer from neglect and abuse will live in the Lord’s  

                   presence through our words and deeds of compassion, let us pray to    

                   the Lord: 

People        Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



 
14 

That those for whom we pray, especially, Christina, Alan, Etta, 

Phillip, Kim, Ivy, Mary Faith, Steve, Celeste, and Mary, will live in 

the Lord’s presence through God’s strength and healing grace, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

People         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

That those who have died will live in the Lord’s presence through 

sharing Christ’s resurrection, let us pray to the Lord: 

People         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

                   That we will live in the Lord’s presence through God’s gifts to us in  

                   this Eucharist, let us pray to the Lord. 

People         Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

                    

Officiant     Generous God, as Jesus taught us, we knock on the door of your             

                    mercy, and seek your good gifts for body, soul, and spirit.  Give us    

                    what you have inspired us to ask of you in faith, through Jesus  

                    Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Deacon       Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;  

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People       And also with you. 

 
 

 

               Use the QR code to donate from your mobile device. 

Anthem:  

 

 

 

Anthem:   

 

 
During the months of June and July our Eucharistic Prayers will reflect the specific readings for 
each week.  We invite you to listen to, rather than read, the prayers.  This will also permit you to 
focus on the bread and the wine during these prayers.  Lift your eyes towards the altar and hear 
our prayers to God.  
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS                    Samuel Wells 

 

The people stand. 

 
The Lord be with you. 

People        And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 

People       We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People       It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

The Celebrant continues. 
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8AM 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

    Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 
10:30AM 

Sanctus 130 Holy, holy, holy Lord                Richard Proulx 
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The Celebrant continues. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

People       Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 
The Celebrant continues. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, in the language closest 

to our hearts, we are bold to say, 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People         Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Padre Nostro, che sei nei cieli, 
Sia santificato il tuo nome. 
Venga il tuo regno, 
Sia fatta la tua volontá, 
Come in cielo, così in terra. 
Dacci oggi il nostro pane 
quotidiano, 
E rimetti a noi i nostri debiti 
Come noi li rimettiamo ai nostri 
debitori. 
E non ci indurre in tentazione, 
Ma liberaci dal male. 
Amen. 
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10:30AM 

Fraction Anthem: S156 
                                   

 

 

 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 
The people are seated.  

 

Communion is offered to all who are called by Christ to participate. You can receive in both 

hands, bread and wine or in just one. To receive communion, or a blessing, please come forward 

to the priest at the front of the altar. To receive bread, put your hands out, to receive wine, please 

drink from the chalice. For health reasons, we do not instinct (dip) the bread. To receive a 

blessing, cross your arms across your chest. Gluten-free host is available. Please make your 

needs known to the priest. 

 

 

Sending Prayers for Eucharistic Visitors 

 

Deacon       In the name of God and this congregation, I send you forth bearing  

                   these holy gifts, that those to whom you go may share with us in the 

                   communion of Christ's body and blood.  

People        We who are many are one body because we all share one bread   

                   and one cup. 
 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

 

Celebrant   Let us pray. 
The people stand. 
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Celebrant and People  

 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 

living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 

fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 

heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Blessing  

 

Hymn #550                Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 
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Dismissal  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

People        Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
22 

TENDING GOD’S FLOCK  

 

Use this list to pray and to show your love and concern for the sick, shut-in, bereaved,               
or those merely in need of prayer.  If you wish to submit a name please contact the office at 
accounting@stjec.org.   

In case of pastoral emergency, please call 301-774-3619 or email pastoralcare@stjec.org 

 
 
Christina 
Alan Soukup 
Etta MacKay 
Phillip White 
Kim Irish 
Ivy Choe-Branstetter 
Mary Faith Almasi 
Steve Ruff 
Celeste McGee 
Mary Persinger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are ill for an extended period, are hospitalized, need a visit or Eucharist brought to you, 

want your home blessed, are celebrating a birth, adoption, or want specific prayers for any number 

of celebrations or sorrows, please email:  pastoralcare@stjec.org.  

 

 

This Sunday’s altar flowers are in honor of  

CAROL OESCH'S 80TH BIRTHDAY.  

from her family. 

“Mom you are a blessing to our family. You have taught us  

the power of LOVE, JOY and to stop and enjoy this beautiful life.” 

 

mailto:accounting@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
mailto:pastoralcare@stjec.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 

 WOMEN OF ST. JOHN’S LUNCHEON 

Women of St. John’s Luncheon TODAY at 12:30pm at Montgomery 

Country Club. 

 

 IT’S TIME TO REGISTER FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL! 

4 Nights of Dinner | 4 Nights of Bible Study | 4 Nights of Games, Crafts, 

Activities & Discussions.  Sunday, July 27th to Wednesday, July 30th from 

6 to 8:30pm.  Intergenerational VBS open to ALL ages.  Cost is $75 per 

family and includes dinner every evening, instruments, crafts and games, 

and an adult only time of reflection and Bible study.  To register, visit 

www.stjec.org. 

 

 FORUM & HOLY HOUSEHOLD MUSIC FORMATION 

Exploring the many genres of music and how they intersect with our faith 

– Sunday mornings through July 27th at 9am in the Parish Hall. To join by 

ZOOM, see Friday’s Bell Tower for the ZOOM link. 

 

 FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 

Food Pantry needs for this week include: Canned Chili | Manwich | Beef 

Stew | Taco Kit | Canned Chicken | Baked Beans | Pasta | Rice (1lb bag) 

Canned White Beans. 
 

Please leave donations on the bench outside the Rector’s office; we’re 

happy to stock them. 

 
Fr. Henry will be out of the office June 30th through July 5th 

In case of pastoral emergency, please call the office and leave a message. 

 

 
CHURCH OFFICE SUMMER HOURS 

The church office will be open Monday through Thursday   9am to 2pm. 
 

http://www.stjec.org/
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Diocese of Washington 

The Most Reverend Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, Bishop 

 
STAFF 

 

The Reverend Henry P. McQueen, Rector 
rector@stjec.org  

 

The Reverend Shivaun Wilkinson, Associate Rector 
associate@stjec.org  

 
The Reverend Nancy Stockbridge, Deacon 

deacon@stjec.org 
 

Tammy Turner, Parish Administrator 
accounting@stjec.org  

 

Cambria Van de Vaarst, Minister of Music 
music@stjec.org 

 

Africanpalms@stjec.org 
 

Doug Perkins, Interim Head of School 
Doug.Perkins@stjes.org  

 

Eoin Benson, Sexton 
 

Selva Selvarajah, Verger 
 

VESTRY 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 SAINT JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
& AFRICAN PALMS USA 

 

    Will Lederer, 2026 - Formation 
Bill Fleming, 2026 – Sr. Warden 
Mary Kerr, 2026 – Pastoral Care 

Andrew Hamill – Treasurer 
Aparna Williams – Asst. Treasurer 

Julie Metcalf - Registrar 

 

Vicki Hudson, 2027 – Stewardship 
Carmen Jones, 2027 –Evangelism 

Becca Roberson, 2027 – Jr. Warden, Outreach 
Becky Hast, 2028 - STJES  

Mary Lou McMaster, 2028 - Worship 
Rob Schellhase, 2028 – Parish Life  

     

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

3427 Olney Laytonsville Rd.  Olney, MD 20832 
(301) 774-6999 - Welcome@stjec.org 

~ On the Land of the Piscataway Nation ~ 

 

mailto:associate@stjec.org
mailto:music@stjec.org

