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FOCUSED ON
H I S F A I T H Words by Andrew Browne &

R. Calhoun
HOW A 25-YEAR-OLD For Form2Fashion.com

Forward | Next in Fashion
PHOTOGRAPHER LANDED THE
COVER OF ONE OF FASHION'S
MOST COVETED MAGAZINES.

Crick Robinson has had a meteoric rise as
a celebrity and fashion photographer. He
has shot musicians such as Janet Jackson,
Toni Braxton, and Nick Cannon; reality
stars such as Cynrthia Bailey and Porsha
Willlams; and even actresses such as
Sheryl Lee Ralph. Erick has been featured
INn [tallan Vogue twice and his most recent
shoot, with actress Garcelle Beauvais,
landed the cover of Harper's Bazaar Viet-
nam. How his career has boomed at such
a young age Is a story of faith and defter-
mination. It all started with a discerning _ o A
eye. i L —

crick always gravitatred towards photog-
raphy. He looked at celebrities In maga-
zines as a young child and noticed a dif-
ference between the beauty shoots and
fashion shoots. By high school, Erick took
pictures with any camera he could get his
hands on. His mom, a real estate agent,
noticed his passion for photography he
bought him his first camera in 2011, ©
Canon Powershot.

From that moment, Erick captured every-
tThing he saw, from friends at school
during their lunch break to practicing
shooting angles with close friends after
school. Erick quickly learned the power of
working with what he had available. The

shadows, shapes, and colors in the back- 4 #3
ground became tools take In- - S
feresting photos. E p I C K p : B I N S N

From that moment, Erick cap-
tured everything he saw, from
i
\

friends at school during their lunch break .
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“The relahonshlp Is key, beyond anythlng else. %
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fo practicing shooting angles with close friends after  poth on and off set — and even his personal identity.

school. Erick quickly learned the power of working To overcome, Erick turned to his faith. He stopped rely-
with what he had available. The shadows, shapes, ing on the opinions of others and focused on the only
and colors In The background became fools fo fake  opinion that really mattered: God'’s. “People were not
Inferesting phoftos. supportive, [so] | stopped seeking [them] for the op-
porfunities and | had to go back to my place of

Erick confinued to hone his craff over the next four orayer,” he said. That prayer helped propel him to the
years. His family moved from Tallahassee, Florida, to next level. He asked God for resources, divine strate-
Jacksonville where he complefed R - gy, and strategic language so he

dual enrollment work at Florida
State Community College.

did not make mistakes when op-
porfunities came his way.

By 2015, Erick moved 1o Atlanta
and began building his porttfolio.
He saved some money and took a
frip to Los Angeles. While there, he
posted a photo to Instagram and
tfagged actress Lisa Raye. The im-

Now, Erick Is secure In his status as d
famous fashion and celebrity pho-
tographer. Confidence In his ralents
helped him connect with legend-
ary photographers Nigel Barker and
Cliff Watts. He described working

promptu fag led fo a phone call | with them as “surreal,” as both are
with her (a mutual friend shared his § | big inspirations for him. He first met
phone number with the actress). PRy ﬂ gi\' Y Nigel Barkerin 2017 during fashion
She liked the picture and wanfed I s | () AR i b5 week in New York. They briefly

to shoot with him. Erick took the B (BN " e ‘[lll’l F “1 il | chatted and kept in touch. Later in
Job, shot quality images, ana BN oome M the year, Nigel invited Erick to a
sparked a connection with Lisa. o M 3 1 grand opening in Atlanta celebrat-
The next day, celebrity Lisa Govan % URTONEE. B ¢ " ing his photography book Models
called to have her own pictures NN NorwaL L B of Influence. The pair caught up
raken. The quick nefworking Taught Pl and took pictures. He even showed
Erick the valuable lesson of devel- Photo courtesy of Erick Robinson for Harper's Bazaar Vienam - Efick how to pose for the camera.

oping quality relationships.

Later, Erick mert Clitt Watts after becoming Facebook

While ofhers furned to depend on agency represen- friends and sharing his admiration for his work via
fation for steady work, Erick chose to frust his own Facebook Messenger. The message was returned
ability. He did nof want to give someone else author-  with an invite to his home in New York. Erick accept-
ity over everything. As a freelance photograpner, ed the invitation and spent time with Cliff talking

Erick maintained full control of his career. The move

allowed him to build client relationships which led to
a steady stream of referral business. For FORWARD | NEXT IN FASHION

activties and worksheets, log on to
Erick’s full control did n_o’r come without mcujor c;hcﬂ— your online learning portal.
lenges. He often questioned his level of creativity —
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talking about photographny. Cliff even shared fips on
how 1o Improve his body of work. "To be able to
have that much direct access [to] two of my great-
est Inspirations in regard to photography — It was my
greatest blessing In life,” he recalled.

Currently, Erick i1s working on his own photography
book, focusing on highlighting powerful and success-
ful Black women in Hollywood. The project is near
and dear to him. It will celebrate women that have
leverage In the industry and have paved the way for
other young women to follow.

A major part of the book will be on celebrating Black
women the way they have longed to see them-
selves In photography. His focus Is making sure the
Ighting, hair, and makeup are all on point. He be-
leves In porfraying skin of color as well-polished, with
vibrant colors and amazing retouching.

To go from shooting friends after school during
sunset, to celebrities for magazine covers, "is an ab-
solute blessing,” says Erick. He has made a successful
career lensing notable African Americans and show-
casing their excellence. When asked to think of his
young but powerful career, Erick keeps It simple: “As
a photographer, to see my work prinfed and just ap-
preciated...'m grateful.”

ERIGK"™S

TIPS FOR TEENS

1. The relationship (with a client) is key, beyond any-
thing else.

2. Stay focused. Be consistent.

3. Do not reduce your level of Influence according
tTo other people’s standards for you.

4. Spend 98% of your time perfecting your craft and
27% asking for support. You want to perfect your
craft so you can give people a reason 1o support
YOU.

5. Wealthy people are not afraid to communicate
Wwith other people.

6. (When going to an industry event) You must
know how to take control of the room and allow
people to feel and see the light Inside of you.
For FORWARD | NEXT IN FASHION
/. Networking allows your name to come up In set- activties and worksheets, log on to
fngs where Facebook and Instagram cannot go.

your online learning portal.
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