Cape Fear Cruisers
Monthly Club Meeting
Oak Island Elks Lodge
Tuesday, January 20, 2026


The meeting began at 6 p.m.  President Jackie Winters welcomed everyone.  There were 59 members and guests signed in.  All rose for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Membership Update:
· New members identified; however, they were not in attendance:  John Wilcox, Autumn Bell and Joe & Julie Stolzman.
· New members in attendance were:
· Rich Gorman
· Pete Zimmerman – Has a 1962 Cadillac that he bought new.
· Guest:  Van Chapman, who is the new President of the Tri-Beach Cruisers attended the meeting.  Van was here to tell us about their upcoming shows and get some ideas for his Club.  The Tri-Beach cruisers have the following shows upcoming:
· April 18:  Bash to the Beach at Home Depot
· May 23:  Coastal Church for cars 25 years and older
· November 7:  Fall Classic Show at Sea Trail
At the end of the meeting, Van stated that he was impressed with the turnout and our meeting.
· Cars for sale:  Curt Mason is selling his SSR.  He is looking for a car to drive in parades.  His son has moved to Southport and will be doing the driving.
· New cars:  
· Lenny Winters bought a 1973 Plymouth Barracuda at Mecum.
· Kenny Doak bought a 1969 Chevrolet Chevelle at Mecum.

Name Tags:  Jackie reminded everyone that name tags for members are up on the table.

Financials:
· Treasurer’s Report:
· Account Balances:   Kim Gardner, Treasurer, reported the balance of both the General and Charity Funds as of January 20th. 
· Membership:  131 households consisting of 232 members and 167 vehicles.  Since October 2025, we have gained 9 households and 13 members.
· Dues Renewal:
· To date, there have been 53 renewals.  
· Jackie encouraged those in attendance, who had not renewed, to pay tonight if there were able.  
· Members who have not paid their dues by March 1st will be dropped from the roster.
· Dues can be paid in the following ways:
· Cash.
· Check made payable to Cape Fear Cruisers, Inc.
· Credit Card from our web site using Zeffy.  There is no charge for using the credit card.  Zeffy supports nonprofits through tips or donations received during the transaction.  Such tips are not reported to us.  NOTE:  Jackie reinforced the advantages of using Zeffy.  When paying via Zeffy, you instantly receive a Thank You email along with a tax receipt (if you are making a donation).  This eliminates the expense of the Secretary having to write a letter, using an envelope and a stamp.  Tax deductible donations must be acknowledged per our 501(c)3 requirements.  Your money goes directly into the Club bank account on Mondays, eliminating the need for the Treasurer to make the deposit and prepare documents needed for audit purposes.  Everything is electronic.

Introduction of the Club’s Officers and Voting In the 2026 Directors:
· Officers:  Serve a 2-year term
· President:  Jackie Winters – Term ends December 31, 2027
· Vice President:  Rob Kropp – Term ends December 31, 2026
· Treasurer:  Kim Gardner – Term ends December 31, 2026
· Secretary:  Ginny Largent – Term ends December 31, 2026
· Directors:  Serve a 1-year term.  These are selected by the Executive Board and voted on by the membership.  We try to keep an odd number of Directors to eliminate tie votes.  We currently have four individuals interested in being Directors for 2026.  One more Director is needed.  If interested please let Jackie know.  The four people interested in being Directors for 2026 are:
· Bill Stenger, who is returning for another year as a Director.
· Rich Largent, who is returning for another year as a Director.
· Peggy Lilly, who was our past President and is transitioning into a Director position.
· Bob Wyszczelski, who is new to the Club and brings a wealth of experience.
MOTION:  Tim Bridges made a motion to approve the four named individuals to the position of Director for the Club’s Board for 2026.  Patti Quilliam seconded this motion.  The motion was carried by a unanimous vote.  

Communications:  Bob Wyszczelski (Wyski) has taken on the responsibility of communicating the car shows and cruise-in activities to the membership.  Bob has created a spreadsheet with these activities and will be sending out weekly and quarterly emails.  Bob will also be bringing copies of car show flyers to the meetings, which will be placed on the front table.


Member Recognition:   Jackie presented recognition plaques to the following members:
· Danny Dixon:  Danny was recognized for serving as a Director on the Board in 2025.  Danny was not present to receive the plaque.  He plans to stay active in the Club even though he does not have a classic car at the moment.
· Ray Beasley:  Ray was recognized for serving 2 years as the Club’s Treasurer and 1 year on the Board of Directors (2025).
· Betty Taccard:  Betty was recognized for the outstanding job she did as the Social Media Director for 10 years.  Betty was the Administrator of our Web Site and our Facebook account.  She coordinated the photographs at our events.  Peggy Lilly stated that Betty left big shoes to fill and thanked Betty for all that she did.  Betty thanked everyone for the plaque.  She said that the Web and Facebook accounts are in good shape and she feels confident that these are in good hands.
· Bob Lilly:  Bob was recognized for being Peggy’s “Right-Hand Man” for the years Peggy was President (2020-2025).  Jackie stated that Bob was always cheerful, a steady force and the voice of reason.
· Peggy Lilly:  Peggy was recognized for her outstanding leadership of the Club as President from 2020-2025.  Peggy brought the Club to a new level and is going to be a tough act to follow.  

Presentation of Gift Cards to Peggy & Bob Lilly:  Jackie presented Peggy & Bob with gift cards from the membership to several restaurants in the area for all the hard work they have put into the Club.

Web Site:  Karl Adlon and Dave Lippincott asked that members let Jackie know if they see anything on the Web page that should be changed or enhanced.

Christmas Party Recap:  Everyone had a great time at our holiday party.  Jackie wanted to thank Kim Gardner for chairing the event and Joan Yaros, Susan Muldoon and Lenny Winters for helping with the set-up and decorating.  Jackie also thanked Bob Pennock for coming early to open the VFW for the Club.

Meeting Now at the Elks:  106 E. Dolphin Drive, Oak Island
· Jackie thanked Rob Kropp for all the work that he did to make it possible for the Club to meet at the Elks Lodge.  Rob set up meetings with the officers, which enabled our Club to obtain this facility for meetings.
· The Elks have a $50 meeting fee.  A jar was placed on the front table for donations by the membership to “Pay the Rent”.  This jar will be present at every meeting.  Just a couple of dollars per person is needed.
· Mary Jo Schnepf gave a presentation about the Elks mission and the benefits of membership.  Mary Jo gave out 50th Commerative pins to Vietnam vets and spouses and family members of those who gave their life in Vietnam.  The Elks supports many organizations for children, elderly and veterans in the area (both North Carolina and South Carolina).  They had distributed $30,000 since March 2025.  Other than two paid employees, paid bartenders and paid cooks, the Elks is a volunteer organization.
· Applications to join the Elks are available.  You have to have a member sponsor you.  Rob Kropp and Jim Hunt are members.  
· Because we do have a couple of Club members who are also Elks members, the Club members may eat in their restaurant as the member’s guest.  Jim Hunt advised that the membership arrive no later than 5:15 p.m. to eat to ensure that they can make the start of the Club’s meeting.  The restaurant opens at 5 p.m.
· Rob provided some information about having the meeting at the Elks: 
· A Committee is needed for set-up and tear-down of tables and chairs at the Elks.  Rob thanked those who came early (4:30) to set up the tables and chairs and requested that some stay after the meeting to take these down about put these away.  
· Drinks may be purchased upstairs and brought to the meeting room; however, the bottles and glassware must be returned to the upstairs bar at the end of the meeting.
· A trash can is provided in the meeting room for plastic cups and napkins.
· Food can be purchased upstairs and must be consumed there as well.   No food can be brought into the meeting room.  

Mardi Gras Parade, Saturday, February 21st, Oak Island:  
· Jackie thanked Ginny Largent for completing and submitting the application for the parade to the Town of Oak Island.
· Jim & Helen Hunt have agreed to be the coordinators for the event.
· A sign-up sheet, which is also the Hold Harmless agreement, is available at the front table.
· Jim stated participants will be meeting up at 9 a.m. at 6321 E. Oak Island Drive (by the Jungle Golf and Captain’s Cove).  Unfortunately, there are no bathrooms there.  Jim will be providing more information via email as he gets it.
· Cars should be decorated.  
· It is okay to rev your engines, however, please do not do spin-outs.

April 25th and October 31st Car Shows Update:  Peggy Lilly is the Director in charge of the Club’s two car shows.  She provided the following update:
· The permits were approved for both shows today.
· Flyers will be available soon.
· Peggy thanked the Back Porch Rockers for all they did for the Club and for their thank you to the fans celebration at the Moose on Saturday night, which was their farewell concert.  Ten Cape Fear Cruisers members attended and had a fabulous time.  The food was great too!
· Band Update:  Peggy is talking with the group Vintage Voltage about playing at our car shows.  This group will have a decision to Peggy by February 1st.  She has some other leads if this doesn’t work.  Dave Lippincott will continue as DJ Dave at the shows.
· Trophy Update:  
· Trophies will increase from 82 to 92.  Ten trophies were added to increase the Top 40 to a Top 50.
· The Top 50 will be divided into two groups:
· Top 35 for cars years 1900-2001 and
· Top 15 for cars years 2002-2026.
· The budget for the trophies will increase to add these additional trophies.
· Businesses/People listed on the trophies must have donated $100 or more.
· Show Shirts:  It has been decided to have one shirt that will available for both shows.  This shirt will list both show dates on it and will focus on our Club’s 20th anniversary and the 250th anniversary of our country.  There will be no logos on this shirt.
· Show Planning Meeting:  
· The first meeting will be the first week of February.  This meeting is for those interested in taking a roll in planning the event, not just work at it.
· There is a sign-up sheet for Planners on the front table.
· Teams will be identified and the Leaders will be assigned.
· Sponsorship Kickoff:
· The Sponsorship Tasks have been moved under Show Support.
· Lenny & Jackie Winters, Co-chairs, will be providing updates at future meetings.  Peggy thanked Lenny & Jackie for taking the lead in Sponsorship.  It is their strength and they are a huge asset to the Club.
· Peggy discussed the changes made to the Sponsor Form and Receipt.
· Friends of the Club; i.e., donations less than $100, has been eliminated.   Although these donations are welcomed, these businesses/people will not have their name on a trophy nor will they be on the Sponsor Board.
· Diamond Sponsors will:
· Get one show shirt – a shirt size is needed,
· Will be listed on a trophy, 
· Will be asked if they want to participate at the show by giving out some trophies,
· Will be listed on the Sponsor Banner and Sponsor Board, and
· Will be listed on our Web Site.
· Gold Sponsors will also be listed on the Web Site.
· Lenny has the updated Sponsorship Form and will be talking to past sponsor team members to determine if they can help in 2026.  
· Volunteers are needed to contact businesses on the Sponsor List.
· Peggy encouraged the membership to solicit donations from businesses that they frequent.  Members can also let Lenny or Jackie know of a potential sponsor if the member doesn’t feel comfortable doing the solicitation.
· Sponsor Forms and Receipts are available.  It is a good idea to keep a couple on hand.
· An email will be sent in the next few days with the Sponsor documents.
· Sponsors will now be showcased on a Sponsor Banner at the two car shows.  The size of the banner will be determined by the number of sponsors.
· Sponsors will also be listed on the Sponsor Board.
· Sponsors may provide their donation via cash, check or Zeffy.   Although Zeffy is currently not yet available, Peggy will have the Sponsor form uploaded on our Web page soon.
· There are two Club Appreciation Awards.  These are covered by $300 sponsors.
· Dash Plaques are covered by a $1,000 Sponsor.
· Changes to the Program:  Last year, time was spent restructuring the Club to be more efficient, hopefully reducing the labor and the number of volunteers.  Changes to be made:
· Only one shirt will be designed and sold for both shows.  No logos will appear on the shirt.  This will eliminate the rush for business logos to meet a specific deadline for the shirt.
· The individual Sponsor Boards will be eliminated.  Because of this, there will be no need for the stanchions to hold these boards.  Many members complained about the weight of the stanchions causing them back issues.

Club Activities:
· Friday Cruise-Ins at Wendy’s:  Currently these occur from 3-5 p.m., weather permitting.
· Annual Picnic:  Jackie contacted Ellen Dorsett and arranged for the Club to have their picnic on Saturday, June 6th.   The facility is a pole barn located off of Airport Road.  Members are needed to set up a Committee to plan for the party.

Social Committee:  Gary Quilliam stated that the membership will receive an email identifying five potential activities for Club members.  The membership should vote as to their order of preference.  The Social Committee will work on arranging the top three.  Joan Yaros also serves on this committee.

Ladies Lunch:  Tuesday, February 10th, 11 a.m. at Dry Street Pizza in Southport.  They will be celebrating Valentine’s Day.

Trivia Question:  Bill Stenger provided tonight’s trivia question:
· What was the first car sketched on a barf bag?  It debuted on April 1, 1970
· Answer:  AMC Gremlin
· Winners:  Bill Scott and Nisey Sibak – Gift card 

Food Drive:  Rob & Laura Kropp will be placing a basket on the front table for nonperishable food items that they will deliver to the local food pantry.  This basket will be present at every meeting.

Celebrations:  There was only one birthday celebration for this month and it was a milestone one – Bob Lilly turned 80 years old on 1/10.  

VFW Help Needed:  Bob Pennock stated that the VFW is in need of new trustees.  They are looking for people to look at their books.  This task will require 1 hour quarterly.

Next Meeting:  Tuesday, February 17th, 6 p.m. at the Oak Island Elks Lodge.


A motion was made by Tim Bridges to adjourn the meeting.  Bill Stenger seconded this motion.  The meeting adjourned at 7:14 p.m.


Minutes recorded and reported by Ginny Largent, Secretary
