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Dear Friends of Opera Roanoke, 

Welcome to Opera Roanoke’s 46th Season of live performances 

in the Roanoke Valley. If this past year has taught us anything, it 

is how vital this art form and its patrons are to our community. 

We have missed you terribly, but we are ready to welcome you 

back to the theatre with a line-up of programs that highlight the 

best of all this art form has to offer – from traditional to contemporary 

– performances that will expand your mind and fulfill your soul. 

At the core of everything we do at Opera Roanoke is the  

belief in the power of the human voice to entertain, teach,  

and connect. With each of our three mainstage offerings this  

season, there is an opportunity to witness our mission in  

action.  We invite you to explore a world where the ordinary 

becomes extraordinary through the power of music  

and singing. 

We are excited to share our 2021-22 season with you, and we 

look forward to seeing you {back} at the Opera! 

Sincerely,

Brooke Tolley    
General Director 

Steven White  
Artistic Director 

Daniel C. Summerlin, III
President, Board of Trustees



Béla Bartók: Bluebeard’s Castle
American premiere of the chamber orchestra version by Eberhard Kloke

Friday, November 5, 2021 at 7:30pm

Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 2:30pm

Jefferson Center

Length: 70 minutes

Sung in English with English supertitles

Ever wonder what lurks in the deep recesses of someone’s mind? 

Maybe it’s more than you want to know. Bluebeard’s new bride,  

Judith, is about to get more than she bargained for when she  

moves into her new husband’s looming dark castle. In this  

psychological opera-thriller, Judith’s new home becomes a  

house of horrors when she unlocks each of Bluebeard’s seven  

doors, which he had hoped to keep locked forever. How far is  

she willing to go to unlock something that should be kept secret? 

Don’t miss this dynamic production of Bartók’s spine-tingling  

operatic masterpiece — a powerful and cinematic score that  

brims with beauty, color, and suspense. 
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Cycles of My Being:
A Recital with 

Lawrence Brownlee 

Sunday, April 24, 2022 at 2:30pm

Jefferson Center

Composer: Tyshawn Sorey

Lyrics: Terrance Hayes

Length: 60 minutes

From coast to coast and across the pond, tenor Lawrence 

Brownlee has become one of the most in-demand oper-

atic stars of our generation.  He’s garnered such acclaim 

as to be named a “tour de force” (Washington Classical 

Review) and “in a word, breathtaking” (Broadway World). 

His passion project, a collection of songs entitled 

Cycles of My Being, was first premiered in 2018 at Opera 

Philadelphia and has since been heard at Carnegie Hall, 

Lyric Opera of Chicago, and the Kennedy Center, 

among others. 

Piano-Percussionist Composer Tyshawn Sorey and Poet 

Terrance Hayes, both MacArthur ‘Genius’ Grant Winners, 

collaborated with Brownlee to create a song cycle that 

reflects on what it means to be a black man living in 

America today. You will not want to miss the power and 

beauty of this moment, one that reflects on where we 

have been as a nation and shines a light on our future.
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Giuseppe Verdi: 
Messa da Requiem
Friday, May 13, 2022 at 7:30pm

Sunday, May 15, 2022 at 2:30pm

Jefferson Center

Length: 90 minutes

Considered one of the composer’s most dramatic vocal works, Verdi’s 

Requiem is a monumental feat of musical and humane spiritual 

expression. As the capstone to Opera Roanoke’s 46th season, this 

towering work showcases four soloists, a double chorus, and a large 

orchestra, all performing on the highest plains of musical and expressive 

profundity. As a sonic experience alone, this great masterpiece never 

fails to leave an indelible impression.

A requiem is most often a musical setting of a Catholic funeral mass. 

While not particularly religious himself, Verdi composed this piece in 

memory of his friend, Alessandro Manzoni, an Italian poet, novelist, 

and cultural icon of his time. Though not technically an opera, NPR has 

called Verdi’s great work an “opera in disguise” because of its powerfully 

dramatic writing, both vocally and symphonically, which is  

a quintessential characteristic of Verdi’s operas.

Our performances of Verdi’s Requiem serve as an invitation to our 

community to reflect on what we have all gone through, what we  

may still be dealing with, and that we are still here together.
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ARTISTS

Steven White Kyle Albertson Jennifer Johnson Cano
conductor of Bluebeard’s Castle Bluebeard in Bluebeard’s Castle Judith in Bluebeard’s Castle
and Verdi’s Requiem

Lawrence Brownlee Amy Cofield Dana Beth Miller
recitalist in Cycles of My Being soprano soloist in Verdi’s Requiem mezzo-soprano soloist in Verdi’s Requiem

Dinyar Vania Kevin Thompson Josh O’Dell
tenor soloist in Verdi’s Requiem bass soloist in Verdi’s Requiem chorusmaster for Verdi’s Requiem



Single tickets start as low as $20
Subscribers buy more and save: 3 shows 15% or 2 shows 10%

Single Ticket Prices:
Bronze: Rear Orchestra/Rear Balcony $20
Silver: Side Orchestra/Side Balcony $40
Gold: Center Orchestra $65
Platinum 2: 2nd Row Loge $85
Platinum 1: Front Balcony/1st Row Loge $120

Subscription Pricing: 
3 Shows (15% Discount) Does not include Rear sections

Bronze: Rear Orchestra/Rear Balcony $60
Silver: Side Orchestra/Side Balcony $102
Gold: Center Orchestra $166
Platinum 2: 2nd Row Loge $217
Platinum 1: Front Balcony/1st Row Loge $306

2 Shows (10% Discount) Does not include Rear sections

Bronze: Rear Orchestra/Rear Balcony $40
Silver: Side Orchestra/Side Balcony $72
Gold: Center Orchestra $117
Platinum 2: 2nd Row Loge $153
Platinum 1: Front Balcony/1st Row Loge $216 

Seating Preferences for Cycles of My Being are first come, first served

Other Discounts: 
Students  50% any ticket

Group Tickets Groups with 10 or more 20% discount

Box Office Hours: 
Monday – Thursday, 10:00am – 2:00pm

540-982-ARIA (2742)

www.operaroanoke.org

Buying Tickets in person: 
20 Church Ave. SE, 3rd Floor, Roanoke, VA 24011

TICKETS



Opera Roanoke fosters a wider appreciation of opera in western 

Virginia by offering compelling performances of engaging 

productions and programs. An enterprising and resourceful 

multi-disciplinary organization, Opera Roanoke is a vital component 

of the cultural life in Roanoke, Virginia’s Blue Ridge and beyond.

our MISSION



Subscription Renewals Start July 15th

Single Tickets and New Subscriptions Start August 23rd 

TYPE OF SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGE q Full Subscription (3 shows) q Partial Subscription (2 shows)

NUMBER OF SUBSCRIPTIONS   

SEATING LEVEL q Platinum 1 q Platinum 2 q Gold q Silver q Bronze 

PERFORMANCE DATE PREFERENCE q Friday q Sunday
SPECIAL NOTE: Seating for Lawrence Brownlee’s Recital is first come, first served, but we will do our best to honor seating preferences

ADDITIONAL DONATION        

ADD $1 FOR MAILED TICKETS        

 TOTAL       

Patron Information
Name        

Address        

City        

State        

Zip        

Email        

Phone Number        

Payment by  q Check  q Credit Card

For Credit Cards 

Name as it appears on card        

Card Number        

Exp. Date        

CVV        

Signature        

TICKET ORDERS
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