

RESOURCE LIST
Toolkits and learning (open access)
· seToolbelt is an open-content hub with over 1,400 free toolkits, cases, essays, videos, business plans, research papers, and templates covering many regions and business functions.
· Social Enterprise Fundamentals from Social Startup Studio offers free videos, exercises, and a downloadable workbook for launching a social enterprise.
· The EU3Digital Digital Competencies Toolkit is a free-access guide to open access and low-cost digital tools for social enterprises. It's Europe-focused but the tool guidance travels well.
· fundsforNGOs compiles free toolkits, training manuals, guides and ebooks and also posts open grant calls.
Business planning and mentoring (U.S.)
· SCORE provides free mentoring from volunteer business mentors, plus templates and workshops.
· Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) offer free or low-cost advising on business plans, financials, and access to capital.
· Social Enterprise Alliance is a U.S. network. Some content is free, though full benefits require membership.
Funding research
· Candid has free learning resources and webinars. Its Foundation Directory is free to use at Funding Information Network locations, such as many public libraries.
· Grants.gov lists federal grant opportunities at no cost.
Free software and tech
· Google for Nonprofits gives eligible organizations free Workspace and ad credits.
· TechSoup offers heavily discounted (not always free) software and donated tech. Eligibility varies for social enterprises that earn revenue, since many programs are written for 501(c)(3)s.
Local ecosystem support
Regional social enterprise networks often run free workshops, peer learning, and drop-in advising. Examples from the results include Just Enterprise in Scotland, where most support is free, and Australia's Seedkit, a free impact reporting and evaluation tool. Local intermediaries like these are often the most useful and least known option.
One caveat: eligibility for some of these depends on legal structure (nonprofit, LLC, B-corp, hybrid). If you tell me your location, legal structure, and what you need most (funding, impact measurement, marketing, operations), I can narrow this to a shorter, more actionable list.




