

RESOURCE LIST
Toolkits and learning (open access)
· seToolbelt is an open-content hub with over 1,400 free toolkits, cases, essays, videos, business plans, research papers, and templates covering many regions and business functions.
· Social Enterprise Fundamentals from Social Startup Studio offers free videos, exercises, and a downloadable workbook for launching a social enterprise.
· The EU3Digital Digital Competencies Toolkit is a free-access guide to open access and low-cost digital tools for social enterprises. It's Europe-focused but the tool guidance travels well.
· fundsforNGOs compiles free toolkits, training manuals, guides and eBooks and also posts open grant calls.
Business planning and mentoring (U.S.)
· SCORE provides free mentoring from volunteer business mentors, plus templates and workshops.
· Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs) offer free or low-cost advising on business plans, financials, and access to capital.
· Social Enterprise Alliance is a U.S. network. Some content is free, though full benefits require membership.
Funding research
· Candid has free learning resources and webinars. Its Foundation Directory is free to use at Funding Information Network locations, such as many public libraries.
· Grants.gov lists federal grant opportunities at no cost.
Free software and tech
· Google for Nonprofits gives eligible organizations free Workspace and ad credits.
· TechSoup offers heavily discounted (not always free) software and donated tech. Eligibility varies for social enterprises that earn revenue, since many programs are written for 501(c)(3)s.

Local ecosystem support
Regional social enterprise networks may run free workshops, peer learning, and drop-in advising. 
· Forefront Chicago - The Forefront Library provides you with the resources and services you need to meet your mission and deepen your impact.
· Cook County Commission on Social Innovation - a local government body in Cook County, Illinois, that works to support social enterprises, impact investing, and mission-driven businesses through public.
· Coleman Entrepreneurship Center  - (DePaul University): Operates an annual Social Impact Incubator. This multi-week cohort program provides community-focused founders with a targeted scaling curriculum, dedicated faculty mentorship, and direct access to student interns. 

· Rustandy Center for Social Sector Innovation - (UChicago Booth): Runs the John Edwardson, '72, Social New Venture Challenge (SNVC). This program serves as a premier launchpad, offering deep academic validation, strict business mentoring, and crucial early-stage venture funding for innovative social startups.

· Startup Leadership Program (SLP) Chicago: - A highly selective network operating out of the 1871 tech hub. While covering standard tech, it regularly supports first-time social impact founders through a rigorous, mentor-driven education program designed for early-stage CEOs.

· Panzanzee: Acts as a dedicated social enterprise incubator and co-working space. It focuses entirely on building traction, providing resources, and fostering collaborative community trust specifically for social impact professionals.

· Oak Park-River Forest Community Foundation - Serves the West Cook region and drives community enterprise via structured economic assets.

Local intermediaries like these are often the most useful and least known option.



