THE THIRD SUNDAY
OF EASTER
APRIL 19, 2026
10:00 AM

A warm welcome to all who come to worship at St. John's this beautiful day. If you are visiting with us, we
would like to get to know you better, so please fill out a visitor's card found in the pew and place in the
offering plate.

There is no wrong way to worship. The people’s responses are in bold and instructions for sitting,
standing, and kneeling are in italics. We invite you to participate in the way that feels most comfortable
and authentic to you.

Prelude
The Word of God
Hymn 296
We know that Christ is raised and dies no more Sung by all. Engelberg

Celebrant ~ Alleluia! Christ is Risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn S280
Gloria (next page) Sung by all. Powell

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the
eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Hymn S280

Gloria Sung by all. Powell
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The people are seated.



The First Lesson Acts 2:14a 36.41

l4apeter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the crowd], **“Therefore let the entire house of
Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

3"Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers,
what should we do?” *®Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. **For the promise is for you, for
your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” *°And he testified
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” *'So those
who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 16 All sing antiphon as indicated.
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'T love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *
because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. Antiphon
2The cords of death entangled me;
the grip of the grave took hold of me; *
I came to grief and sorrow.
3Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: *
“O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” Antiphon
"How shall I repay the Lord *
for all the good things he has done for me?
U1 will lift up the cup of salvation *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
12] will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people. Antiphon
BPrecious in the sight of the Lord *
is the death of his servants.
40 Lord, I am your servant; *
I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds. Antiphon
15T will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the Lord.
16T will fulfill my vows to the Lord *
in the presence of all his people,
"In the courts of the Lord‘s house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Hallelujah! Antiphon



The Second Lesson 1 Peter 1:17-23
7If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear
during the time of your exile. '*You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your
ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, "but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb
without defect or blemish. 2°He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of
the ages for your sake. 2! Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him
glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.

22Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love,
love one another deeply from the heart. >*You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed,
through the living and enduring word of God.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The people stand as able.

Sequence Hymn 343, verses 1 & 2
Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless Sung by all. St. Agnes

The Gospel Luke 24:13-35

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

3Now on that same day two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, '*and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. >While they were talking and
discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 'Sbut their eyes were kept from recognizing him. !’And
he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking
sad. '®Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” '’He asked them, “What things?”” They
replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified
him. 2'But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day
since these things took place. 2?Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, *and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a
vision of angels who said that he was alive. 2*Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just
as the women had said; but they did not see him.” »Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 2*Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer
these things and then enter into his glory?” ?’Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.

28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 2?But they
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he
went in to stay with them. 3°When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it
to them. ' Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. **They said to
each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening
the scriptures to us?”” *3*That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their
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companions gathered together. **They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to
Simon!” *>Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence Hymn 343, verses 3 & 4
Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless Sung by all. St. Agnes

The Sermon

The people stand as able.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God,
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one, Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People

Celebrant Siblings in Christ, peace be with you. Let us pray to our merciful Lord, saying, “Our Lord and our
God, have mercy on us.”

Lector Lord Jesus Christ, you have given your Church the gift of your Holy Spirit. May that same Spirit
comfort and strengthen us as we proclaim your resurrection to the world. Silence
Our Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.

Lector God of wisdom, teach and counsel the leaders of the nations. Incline hearts and actions to human
dignity instead of ego and greed. May this world be filled with justice and peace. Silence
Our Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.



Lector God our provider, you have given us this pleasant earth as a goodly heritage. May we utilize its
resources wisely and always according to your purpose. We thank you for our many blessings,
including the changing of seasons, healthy soil to grow our food, clean air to fill our lungs, and
fresh water to nourish our bodies. Silence Our Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.

Lector All-knowing God, raise up for this community people who will stand and voice your truth as found
in the gospel and life of Jesus Christ. May we be led by you on sacred paths of life. Silence Our
Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.

Lector Merciful God, you are a strong refuge for those in trouble. Protect all those who suffer various

trials. Reveal yourself to those who struggle to believe in you. Make all your people glad by the
living hope that is found in you. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list and those
we name silently or aloud. Pause. Our Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.

Lector God of Life, may the dying and the dead rest in hope. Give us faith that you do not abandon
anyone—even to the grave. And preserve us for the great inheritance you give us through the
resurrection of your Son from the dead. Silence Our Lord and our God,

People Have mercy on us.

The celebrant adds a concluding collect.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The people greet each other with a sign of God'’s peace and are seated.

Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, and shared in the peace, we now prepare ourselves for the
gift of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, both
in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. Here at St. John's, it is tradition that people stand as the elements
are brought forward and are seated once the bread and wine are on the altar.

Offertory Anthem Hymn of Promise Natalie Sleeth
Doxology
Hymn 380 (verse 3) Sung by all. old 100"

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures, here below.
Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.



The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant

Together
Sanctus

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound in praise you for glorious
resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his
rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:
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The people kneel or stand as able.

Celebrant

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen
into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and
eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God
and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore
we proclaim the mystery of faith:



Together Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all
our saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Fraction Anthem
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Invitation to Communion

The people are seated.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. While we believe that it is most
meaningful when done as a baptized Christian, no one will ever be turned away from God’s table.

Please move at the direction of the ushers. You may receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. Gluten-free wafers are
available; please make your need known to the priest. Receiving the bread only is full participation in the Eucharist. Wine is
also available. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your
chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher.



Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

People Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son
our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body
and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love
and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The people stand as able.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn 306

Come risen Lord and deign to be our guest Sung by all. Sursum Corda

The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ; Alleluia, alleluia!

People Thanks be to God; Alleluia, alleluia!

The Postlude
All liturgical materials printed in this bulletin are printed

under license from either Rite Planning or CCLI #1994456.
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NEWS FOR THE PEWS

Events, Announcements, Calendar, and Prayers for St. John’s and Beyond
April 19, 2026

Welcome! We are thrilled to have you celebrating the joy of the resurrection with us today and every day. We strive
to be an open community and safe place where you can receive God’s grace, grow in faith, experience fellowship, and
serve our world. Whether it is your first service with us or you have been attending your whole life, you are beloved
in this family. Take a look at all the ways the Spirit is moving at St. John’s!

ALL AGES WORSHIP

Save the date for All Ages Worship on Sunday, May
3rd! Our 10 AM service will be an opportunity to
introduce folks of all ages to the wonder of our
Episcopal liturgy. Invite your neighbors, family, friends,
and strangers; young, old, and everyone in between,;
families and singles; for accessible language, classic
Sunday school music, a joint sermon, the ancient shape
of our worship, and so many more welcoming details.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Chester United Methodist Church

~, VBS 2026

[=] =]
June 22nd-26", 2026 i g'ﬂ.
9:00AM-12:00PM Olo

Preschool-5" Grade

Register yaur
«child hera!

CONFIRMATION CLASS—OPEN TO ALL

For those interested or curious about the Episcopal
Church, Confirmation Class will take place on Sundays
(April 12, 19, 26, May 3, 10) at 9 AM in the Parish
Hall. It is expected that those seeking baptism,
confirmation, reception, or reaffirmation will attend all
classes, but they are open to everyone. Childcare will
be available. Please reach out to Rev. Mary Margaret
with any questions or if there is an unavoidable
scheduling conflict.

BISHOP’S VISIT—SAVE THE DATE
Welcome Bishop Susan Haynes on Sunday, May 17%!

ORGAN CONCERT AND REDEDICATION

Please join us for a service of rededication for our
beautiful, rebuilt organ on Sunday, May 31% at 4 PM.
The service will feature a concert by the nationally
acclaimed Dr. Mary Beth Bennett, organist, composer
and improviser, to be followed by a reception in the
parish hall. Let’s pack the pews for a glorious afternoon
of music!

OUTREACH COLLECTION

Outreach continues to collect hygiene products for
Chesterfield school children who are homeless. April
requests: deodorant and black leggings, but all
donations are welcomed. Drop off in the office lobby.

CHILD SAFETY FAIR

Come out to the Chesterfield County Fairgrounds on
Saturday, April 25,2026, 10 AM to 2 PM for the annual
Child Safety Fair. This FREE event will be held rain or
shine and will feature over 30 vendor booths with
resources on how to keep children safe from infancy to
adulthood. Activities will include children's games, safety
vehicles (that children can interact with) and free food.
No registration is required.

WE NEED YOUR HELP TO REFRESH OUR WEBSITE
We are looking for pictures of recent activities at St.
John’s. If you have any pics and would like them to be a
part of our website, please email them to
donnat@stjohnschester.com. A pdf or jpeg format is
preferred. The recent church yard clean-up, Easter Egg
Hunt, and Lenten Suppers, just to name a few would be a
good place to start. There might be pics from last year’s
Oyster Roast for starters. Our website needs refreshing,
as we continue to engage with our community. We want
St. John’s to become well known in the surrounding area.
This can be accomplished with your help. Any questions
can be directed to Chris Day.

STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE

Your Vestry has worked hard on St. John’s Vision and
Strategy for the next five years. To help us better
understand your perspectives on prayer, service,
relationships, and community, please fill out our
survey: St. John's Episcopal Church - Congregation
Survey — Fill out form. Contact: John Maxwell
john.maxwell4430@outlook.com.

ALTAR GUILD

The flowers on the retable are to the Glory of God.

The 2026 Flower Calendar is now posted in the narthex
just waiting for you to select your dates for memorials,
birthdays, anniversaries, etc. for the coming year. Our
recommended donation is $50. Stop by and select the
special dates important to you. Thank you.
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REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
Please call the church office with any changes or
additions for the prayer list.

April Birthdays

1 Krysten Fideli 3 Teresa Johnson, Chris Mueller
4 Linda Marotta, Conner Gaster

5 Jeff Courington 6 Brian Blake

10 Alston Heggie, Colin Puckett

11 Jerry Harwell 15 Peter Keophila, Don Farr

20 Ethan Carpenter, Aubrey Lindsey

21 Paul Murman 26 Donna Horner

27 Pat Robinson

Those in Need of Healing

Annette Blankenship, James Robinson, Steve Oeffinger,
Arlene Lotti, George Starke, William (Bill) Fields,

Jim Colonna, Father Keith Gentry, Jaydon Robinson,
Jordyn Prophett, Cathy Frazer, The Germiller Family,
Britt Young and Family, Marguerite Alley, Marianne
Branigan, Gene Thompson, Rita & Billy Johnson,
Melissa Fields, Jim Krech, Una Harrison, Joy Maughan,
Vienna Grace Cale, The Cale Family, The Macri
Family, Martha and Joe Sheridan, The Sweeney Family

Those Who Serve

Col. Ernesto M. DiVittorio, Rear Admiral Brett W.
Mietus, Colonel Amalia DiVittorio, Staff Sergeant
Reade Whitner Enochs, Staff Sergeant Ryan Steidel and
Petty Officer 3™ Class Damien Carter, Deputy Sheriff
Donald H. Farr

Those Who Have Recently Died
John Beeland

Webster Maughan

Bernie Nuckols

Betty Ann Messerly

Parishioners @ Home
Maggi Twilley, Julie Johnson, Sandy Weilbacher,
and Millie Johnson

St. John’s Vestry

Kim Courington, Senior Warden

Larry Mabher, Junior Warden (Property)
John Maxwell, Junior Warden (Strategy)
Catherine Mueller, Congregational Vitality
Don Raybould, Liaison for Parish Life
Hazel Sloane, Register

Lalin Peiris, Treasurer

Scan this QR code with your smart
phone to make a donation to St. John’s.

WORSHIP LEADERS FOR APRIL. 19, 2026
The People of St. John’s

Aubrey Lindsey, Organist and Choirmaster
Bryant Watson, Violinist; Gabby Bergeret, Cantor
Chris Day, Live Streaming

Guy Smith, 8 & 10 AM Inside Security

Alan Thibault, 10 AM Outside Security

Pat Robinson, 8 AM LEM

Lin Corbin-Howerton 10 AM LEM

Tanya Scott and Jackie Colonna, 8 AM Readers
JoAnn Maher and Jody Mountfort, 10 AM Readers
Keith Moore, Crucifer

Pat and Hank Dvorak, Ushers

Becky Farr and Ted Krafft, Tellers

Becky Farr, Barbara Fischer

& Donna Horner - Altar Guild

Rev. Mary Margaret Winn, Celebrant

CONTACT US

The church office is open Tuesday—Friday, 9:15 AM to
3:15 PM. Reach out to Rev. Mary Margaret directly for
an appointment. Call: 804-748-2182.

Rev. Mary Margaret Winn, Rector
rector(@stjohnschester.com

Aubrey Lindsey, Organist and Choirmaster
office(@stjohnschester.com

Donna C. Thibault, Parish Office Administrator
office@stjohnschester.com

THIS WEEK AT ST. JOHN’S

8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
Sun., Apr. 19| 9:00 AM Confirmation Class
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
11:00 AM| Fellowship Coffee Hour
Mon., Apr. 20| 10:00 AM Organ Committee
12:00 PM Kiwanis Meeting
7:00 PM Boy and Cub Scouts
Tues., Apr. 21} 7:00 PM AA/Al-Anon
Wed., Apr. 22| 7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Fri., Apr. 24 | 11:00 AM Messerly Service
Sat., Apr. 25 | 10:00 AM| Daughters of the King
Sun., Apr.26 | 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:00 AM Confirmation Class
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
11:15 AM| Fellowship Coffee Hour
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