The Fifth Sunday
after The Epiphany
February 8, 2026
10:00 AM

A warm welcome to all who come to worship at St. John’s this beautiful day. If you are visiting with us,
we would like to get to know you better, so please fill out a visitor’s card found in the pew and place in
the offering plate.

There is no wrong way to worship. The people’s responses are in bold and instructions for sitting,
standing, and kneeling are in italics. We invite you to participate in the way that feels most comfortable
and authentic to you.

Prelude
The Word of God
Hymn 525
The Church’s one foundation Sung by all. Aurelia

Opening Acclamation and Collect for Purity

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria Sung by all. Powell
Next page

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray. Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The people are seated.
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The First Lesson

'Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced
righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God,;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
3“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast
day,
and oppress all your workers.
*Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today
will not make your voice heard on high.
°1s such the fast that | choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the Lord?
®Is not this the fast that | choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Lector
People

Isaiah 58:1-12

“Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
®Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you,
the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
%Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here |
am.

%|f you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
1%f you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
"The Lord will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
2y our ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many
generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

Psalm 112:1-10 Sung by all.
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'Hallelujah!
Happy are they who fear the Lord *

and have great delight in his commandments!

2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; *
the generation of the upright will be blessed.
*Wealth and riches will be in their house, *
and their righteousness will last forever.

Antiphon



*Light shines in the darkness for the upright; *
the righteous are merciful and full of compassion.
*|t is good for them to be generous in lending *
and to manage their affairs with justice.
®For they will never be shaken; *
the righteous will be kept in everlasting remembrance. Antiphon
"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; *
their heart is right;
they put their trust in the Lord.
®Their heart is established and will not shrink, *
until they see their desire upon their enemies. Antiphon
They have given freely to the poor, *
and their righteousness stands fast forever;
they will hold up their head with honor.
The wicked will see it and be angry;
they will gnash their teeth and pine away; *
the desires of the wicked will perish. Antiphon

The Second Lesson 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

"When I came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty
words or wisdom. ?For | decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. *And |
came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. *“My speech and my proclamation were not with
plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, >so that your faith might rest
not on human wisdom but on the power of God.

®Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are doomed to perish. "But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before
the ages for our glory. ®None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. °But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived,

what God has prepared for those who love him”—
%hese things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of
God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no
one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. **Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [**And we
speak of these things in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual
things to those who are spiritual.

“Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and
they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. **Those who are spiritual discern all
things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.

8«Eor who has known the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?”
But we have the mind of Christ.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The people stand as able.



Sequence WLP 221, verses 1 & 2
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The Gospel Matthew 5:13-20

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said: **You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

%<y ou are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. **No one after lighting a lamp puts it
under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. *°In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Y“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to
fulfill. ®For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass
from the law until all is accomplished. **Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments,
and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. “°For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sequence WLP 221, verses 3
This little light of mine Sung by all. Spiritual

The people are seated.

The Sermon

The people stand as able.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People

Celebrant
Lector

People
Lector

People
Lector

People
Lector

People
Lector

People

Sisters and brothers, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works
and give glory to God. Let us pray, “Lord, hear our call, and answer us.”

Establish your Church, O God, as a light to the world. Shine your Holy Spirit through us, and all
for your glory and the welfare of your people. Silence Lord, hear our call,

And answer us in your way.

Righteous God, you delight in justice and mercy: Loose the bonds of injustice and let the
oppressed go free. Raise up leaders who care for the poor. Silence Lord, hear our call,

And answer us in your way.

We thank you, O God, for the gift of light. By it you cause plants to grow; by it you generate
warmth; by it you open our eyes to see the beauty of all you have made. We give thanks
especially for those things which we name silently or aloud. Pause

Lord, hear our call,

And answer us in your way.

Be present to all those who cry for help, O Holy One. We pray your healing will spring up
quickly for those in need. We pray especially for those on our parish prayer list and those we
name silently or aloud. Pause Lord, hear our call,

And answer us in your way.

The human heart fails to conceive all the good you have prepared for your beloved ones,
Heavenly Parent. We trust to you our dying and our dead, believing that you are good and
faithful. Silence Lord, hear our call,

And answer us in your way.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Celebrant

Together

Celebrant

People

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
The people kneel as able. Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The people stand as able.

The Peace

Celebrant
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are seated.



The Holy Communion

The Offertory

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, received forgiveness, and shared in
the peace, we now prepare ourselves for the gift of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer
back to God some of what God has given us, both in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. Here at St.
John’s, it is tradition that people stand as the elements are brought forward and are seated once the bread and
wine are on the altar.

Offertory Anthem
Doxology
Hymn 380, verse 3 Sung by all. old 100™

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in Jesus Christ our Lord you have received us
as your sons and daughters, made us citizens of your kingdom, and given us the Holy Spirit to
guide us into all truth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your
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Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets;
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us
out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and give it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said “Drink this, all of you: This is
my Blood for the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according to his
command, O Father,

Together We remember his death
We proclaim his resurrection
We await his coming in glory

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified
by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and
bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation,
the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

People AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever
and ever. Amen.

Fraction Anthem
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The Invitation to Holy Communion

The people are seated.

Please move at the direction of the ushers. You may receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. Gluten-
free wafers are available; please make your need known to the priest. Receiving the bread only is full
participation in the Eucharist. Wine is also available. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please
indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion
brought to them at their seat should notify an usher.

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. While we believe that it
is most meaningful when done as a baptized Christian, no one will ever be turned away from God's table.

The Post Communion Prayer

Celebrant Let us pray.

Together Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The people stand as able.

The Blessing

Closing Hymn 539
O Zion haste Sung by all. Tidings

The Dismissal
Celebrant  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

The Postlude

All liturgical materials printed in this bulletin are printed under license
from either Rite Planning or CCLI #1994456.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
12201 Richmond Street | Chester, Virginia 23831
804-748-2182 | stjohnschester.com



NEWS FOR THE PEWS
February 8, 2026
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Welcome!

We are thrilled to have you celebrating the joy of the
resurrection with us today and every day. We strive to be
an open community and safe place where you can receive
God’s grace, grow in faith, experience fellowship, and serve
our world. Whether it is your first service with us or you
have been attending your whole life, we hope you know
how beloved you are in this family.

THIS WEEK AT ST JOHN’S
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
sun.. Eeb. 8 9:00 AM Annual Parish Meeting
N ' 10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
11:00 AM Fellowship Coffee &
Birthday Sunday
Mon., Feb. 9 | 12:30 PM Kiwanis Meeting
7:00 PM Boy and Cub Scouts
Tues., Feb. 10 | 7:00 PM AA/AI-Anon
Wed., Feb. 11 | 7:30 PM Choir Rehearsal
Thurs., Feb. 12| 6:00 PM Mardi Bras
Sun., Feb. 15 | 8:00 AM Holy Eucharist
8:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
9:00 AM Adult Forum
10:00 AM Holy Eucharist
11:00 AM Fellowship Coffee
ALTAR GUILD

Due to the recent inclement weather we have flowers on the
retable given: to the Glory of God in honor of Judi and Alex
Heggie’s 60th wedding anniversary which was on January 29,
and to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Natalie
Howland Day whose birthday was February 4.

The 2026 Flower Calendar is now posted in the narthex

just waiting for you to select your dates for memorials,
birthdays, anniversaries, etc. for the coming year. Our
recommended donation is $50. Stop by and select the special
dates important to you. Thank you.

LOST

A very special “hat pin” has been lost at church or in the
parking lot, and we are enlisting your help in finding it. It is
sterling silver with clear stones. If you come across such a
piece, please contact the church office at 804-748-2182.
Thank you.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

6 Pam Shultz 7 Kori Lyn Moats 11 Larry Cody
12 Teresa Puckett 13 John Maxwell

14 Christine Richardson 19 Jeff Johnson

21 Guy Smith 22Sherry Mueller, Tess Mueller
25 Brook Heggie 26 Betty Ann Messerly

27 David Duncan

If our name should be included here, please call the Church
office so your record can be updated.

BOY SCOUT TROOP 2819 - UPDATE
The Annual Spaghetti Dinner previously scheduled for
January 31 in the Parish Hall from 4:30 pm to 7:30 pm has
been rescheduled for February 28. This is a fund raiser for
the troop, so let’s all join in and support our scouts. Take out
will be available. Cost per person is $15 which includes a
salad bar, spaghetti dinner, garlic bread and beverage. Let’s
make this an amazing event. See you there!

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

We are deeply grateful for the generosity of
our parish family, with $244,715 in pledges
received so far toward our goal of $300,000.

Each pledge is a faithful expression of gratitude and
commitment to St. John’s and the good works we are
accomplishing. If you have not yet made your pledge, please
prayerfully consider joining us in this important effort.
Together, we can continue to grow in faith and serve as a
beacon of God’s love in our community. Kim Courington

PARDON OUR CONSTRUCTION

Part of the Organ rebuild project was improving the lighting
in the choir loft—what a difference it makes! This new
lighting is excellent for our choir and will illuminate the
beauty of the rebuilt organ when it is installed.

OUTREACH

The Outreach Committee is collecting hygiene supplies for
our CCPS school aged children. Items to bring to the church
lobby are: Shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, sanitary
products, etc. Thank you to all for your continued support.

Ladies of St. John’s, come one come all to our second annual
Mardi Bras event on February 12th at 6 pm in our Parish
Hall. Bring friends, neighbors and ladies garments! Come to
enjoy food, fun and fellowship while helping other ladies in
our community. We will hear from founder Marti as she talks
about her how she conceived Mardi Bras and Into the
Neighborhood. See you February 12th. Tamara Evans.

HELP WANTED

An opportunity is open to serve St. John's as Crucifer. The
Crucifer carries the cross in the Processional and Recessional at
10 a.m. Sunday services. No other duties are included.
Everyone is eligible. If you are interested see or contact Kent
Horner. Training is available.

MUSIC

We have a problem that most churches would like to have—
we have too many pianos! St. John’s has been given a very
nice grand piano for the Armstrong Room and we have no
place for that piano that is presently used. The current piano is
a Hamilton studio model built by Baldwin. Unlike spinet
models, studio pianos are larger and are used in rehearsal
spaces because of their durability. It is in excellent condition
and has been tuned regularly. For information, contact
Aubrey Lindsey (804-389-9417) or Donna at the church (804-
748-2182.)




THEATRE LOVERS

Attention theater lovers, our very own Rebecca Perkinson is
participating in Homefront Player's upcoming production of
Agathe Christie's And Then There Were None. Based on one
of Christie's most popular and emulated mysteries, the novel
will be brought to life at the Beaty Theatre at Fort Lee on
February 6th-7th, 13th-14th, and 20th-21th, with shows at 8
pm, and matinee performances on February 8th, 15th, and
22nd at 3pm. To enter Fort Lee, patrons over 16 must have a
valid REAL ID. For more information about access to the
Fort and to purchase tickets, call the box office at (804) 720-
0163.

Please Remember in Your Prayers
Gene Thompson, Guy Smith, Arlene Lotti,

Tom Markwood, George Starke, William (Bill) Fields,
Jim Colonna, Father Keith Gentry, Jaydon Robinson,
Jordyn Prophett, Quinten Sierra,

Rosa Maria Julia Barrientos (Mauricio’s Mother),
Cathy Frazer, The Germiller Family, Britt Young and
Family, Marguerite Alley, Marianne Branigan,
Gene Thompson, Rita & Billy Johnson,
Melissa Fields, Jim Krech, Una Harrison,
Webster and Joy Maughan,

Vienna Grace Cale, The Cale Family,

The Macri Family

Those Who Serve
Col. Ernesto M. DiVittorio,
Rear Admiral Brett W. Mietus,
Colonel Amalia DiVittorio, Major Jeffrey Shields,
Staff Sergeant Reade Whitner Enochs,
Staff Sergeant Ryan Steidel and Petty Officer 3™ Class
Damien Carter, Deputy Sheriff Donald H. Farr

In God’s Eternal Keeping
Mary Carlson (Paula Saddler’s mother)
Thomas Gardner
Robert Novak (Don Raybould’s Brother-in-Law)
Sharon Pruitt (Don Raybould’s sister),

Parishioners @ Home
Maggi Twilley, Betty Ann Messerly, Julie Johnson,
Sandy Weilbacher, and Millie Johnson

Left your contribution at home? Scan this QR
code with your smart phone to make a donation
to St. John’s.

Participating in Today’s Liturgy
February 8, 2026
Ministers: The People of St. John’s
Reverend Mary Margaret Winn, Rector
Aubrey Lindsey, Organist and Choir Master
Hank Dvorak, Live Streaming
8:00 am Security, Chris Mueller
10:00 am Inside Security, Alan Thibault
Outside Security, Carlton Smith
Lay Eucharist Ministers) LEMs
8:00 am — Pat Robinson
10:00 am — Larry Maher
Lectors: 8:00 am
1*" Lesson/Tanya Scott
2" Lesson/Andy McCauley
Lectors: 10:00 am
1* Lesson/JoAnn Maher
2" Lesson/Jody Mountfort
Ruby DiVittorio & Jan Keavy - Ushers
Pat Dvorak & Joe Blankenship - Tellers
Brenda Wood, Valerie Miser
and Donna Horner - Altar Guild
Brenda Wood - Flowers

St. John’s Vestry
Kathy Ellington, Senior Warden
Larry Maher, Junior Warden (Property)
John Maxwell, Junior Warden (Strategy)
Kim Courington, Stewardship & Finance
Guy Smith, Health & Safety
Jody Mountfort, Parish Life
Tanya Scott, Christian Formation

Hazel Sloane, Register
Lalin Peiris, Treasurer

Church Staff
Rev. Mary Margaret Winn, Rector
rector@stjohnschester.com

Aubrey Lindsey
Organist and Choir Master
office@stjohnschester.com

Donna C. Thibault
Parish Office Administrator
office@stjohnschester.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

Sunday, February 8th--9:00 am Annual Parish Meeting

Thursday, February 12th — 6:00 pm Annual Mardi Bras

Tuesday, February 17th-4:30 pm DOK Shrove Pancake Supper

Sunday, February 22nd--9:00 am Strategic Vision Parish
Presentation

Saturday, February 28th— 4:30 pm BSOA Annual Spaghetti Dinner
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