
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude                  Chorale Prelude – On Gibbon’s Song 13                  Healey & Willam 

       
     

The Word of God  
 

Hymn 205, verses 1,2,3,5 
Good Christians all, rejoice and sing   Sung by all.             Gelobt 

 

Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is Risen. 

People  The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia. 
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

     perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Hymn S280 
Gloria      Sung by all.                                   Powell       

(found in your hymnal or on the final page of the bulletin) 

 

The Collect of the Day  
Celebrant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Celebrant  Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new 

covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s 

Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

        

The people are seated. 

 

The Second Sunday  

of Easter 

April 27, 2025 

10:00 AM  

A warm welcome to all who come to worship at St. John’s this beautiful day. If you are visiting with us, we 

would like to get to know you better, so please fill out a visitor’s card found in the pew and place in the 

offering plate.  

There is no wrong way to worship.  The people’s responses are in bold and instructions for sitting, 

standing, and kneeling are in italics. We invite you to participate in the way that feels most comfortable 

and authentic to you. 
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The First Lesson                    Acts 5:27-32 

27
When the captain and the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The 

high priest questioned them, 
28

saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have 

filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 
29

But Peter and the 

apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority.  
30

The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 
31

God exalted him at 

his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
32

And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                        

People Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 118: 14-29   All sing antiphon as indicated.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

14
The LORD is my strength and my song, * 

  and he has become my salvation. 

 
15

There is a sound of exultation and victory * 

  in the tents of the righteous: 

 
16

“The right hand of the LORD has triumphed! * 

  the right hand of the LORD is exalted! 

  the right hand of the LORD has triumphed!”   Antiphon 

 
17

I shall not die, but live, * 

  and declare the works of the LORD. 

 
18

The LORD has punished me sorely, * 

  but he did not hand me over to death.    Antiphon 

 
19

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 

  I will enter them; 

  I will offer thanks to the LORD. 

 
20

“This is the gate of the LORD; * 

  he who is righteous may enter.” 

 
21

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 

  and have become my salvation.     Antiphon 

 
22

The same stone which the builders rejected * 

  has become the chief cornerstone. 

 
23

This is the LORD‘s doing, * 

  and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 
24

On this day the LORD has acted; * 

  we will rejoice and be glad in it.     Antiphon 

 
25

Hosanna, LORD, hosanna! * 

  LORD, send us now success. 

 
26

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD; * 

  we bless you from the house of the LORD.   Antiphon 
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27

God is the LORD; he has shined upon us; * 

  form a procession with branches up to the horns of the altar. 
28

“You are my God, and I will thank you; * 

  you are my God, and I will exalt you.” 

 
29

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; * 

  his mercy endures for ever.     Antiphon 

The Second Lesson                                 Revelation 1:4-8 

4
John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 

come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 
5
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 
6
and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his 

God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his account 

all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, 

who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

Lector     The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                  

People     Thanks be to God. 
 

The people stand as able. 

  

Sequence Hymn 209, verses 1 & 2 

We walk by faith and not by sight   Sung by all.          St. Botolph  

The Gospel                                John 20: 19-31 

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.    

19
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had 

met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
20

After he 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21

Jesus said 

to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
22

When he had said this, he 

breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 

them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

  
24

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25

So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his 

hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  
26

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27

Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 
28

Thomas 

answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29

Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  
30

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 
31

But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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Sequence Hymn 209, verses 3 & 4 
We walk by faith and not by sight   Sung by all.     St. Botolph 

 

The Sermon 

 
The people stand as able. 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen  

 and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one, Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With 

the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 

of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Celebrant Grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead. The Lord has acted; let us 

rejoice and be glad, saying, “You are our God; and we thank you.” 

Lector Almighty God, you have given your Church the ministry of reconciliation: grant that all who have 

been reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by 

their faith.  You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 
Lector Ruler of the kings of the earth, Lord Jesus, your word is a word of peace: speak forth salvation in a 

weary world.  You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 
Lector All you do, O Lord, is marvelous in our eyes: give us a respect for all you have made. We give 

thanks for the joy of Easter and for all the blessing we name silently or aloud. Pause.  

You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 
Lector Mighty Savior, raise up faithful witnesses in our community, that our neighbors might come to 

know that you love them and have freed them from the power of sin.  You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 
Lector O Lord, you are good; your mercy endures forever: be the strength of the weak and the song of 

those who mourn.  We pray especially for all those on our prayer list and those we now name 

silently or aloud. Pause.  You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 
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Lector Alpha and Omega, you do not hand your beloved ones over to death, but promise life eternal to all 

those baptized into your Son: to you be glory and dominion forever.  You are our God; 

People  And we thank you. 

 

The celebrant adds a concluding collect. 

 

The Peace 
Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

 

The people greet each other with a sign of God’s peace and are seated. 

 

Announcements 
 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, and shared in the peace, we now prepare ourselves for the 

gift of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God some of what God has given us, both 

in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. Here at St. John’s, it is tradition that people stand as the 

elements are brought forward and are seated once the bread and wine are on the altar. 

 

Offertory Anthem  Lord, for thy tender mercies sake   Farrant 
   

Doxology  
Hymn 380 (verse 3)    Sung by all.      Old 100

th
   

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Him all creatures, here below. 

     Praise Him above ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving   

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People       And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound in praise you for glorious 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed 

for us, and has taken away the sin of the world.  By his death he has destroyed death, and by his 

rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 

with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 

proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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Together 

 Sanctus                 Schubert 

The people kneel or stand as able.  

Celebrant Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God 

and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to 

your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

  On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

  After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  Therefore 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Together Christ has died. 

  Christ is risen. 

  Christ will come again. 

Celebrant We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

  Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 

food and drink of new and unending life in him.  Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive 

this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with 

all our saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 

  All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 



7 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Fraction Anthem                   Lindsey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  

The people are seated.  

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. While we believe that it is most 

meaningful when done as a baptized Christian, no one will ever be turned away from God’s table.  

Please move at the direction of the ushers. You may receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. Gluten-free wafers 

are available; please make your need known to the priest. Receiving the bread only is full participation in the Eucharist. 

Wine is also available. If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across 

your chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 

Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his 

Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to 

love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The people stand as able.  

The Blessing 

Closing Hymn 490  
I want to walk as a child of the light  Sung by all.      Houston 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant        Let us go forth in the name of Christ; Alleluia, alleluia!  

People            Thanks be to God; Alleluia, alleluia! 
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The Postlude 

All liturgical materials printed in this bulletin are printed under license from either Rite Planning or CCLI #1994456. 

Hymn S280 
Gloria      Sung by all.                                   Powell       
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Chester, Virginia 23831 
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