
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prelude    Festival Prelude on “Thaxed”      David Howard Petit 
        Louis Milhouse, Trumpet                     
 

 

The Word of God 
 

Hymn 718  

God of our fathers, whose almighty hand  Sung by all.       National Hymn

                                      

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are 

hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 

 

The Twenty-Second 

Sunday after 

Pentecost 

November 9, 2025 

10:00 AM 

A warm welcome to all who come to worship at St. John’s this beautiful day. If you are 

visiting with us, we would like to get to know you better, so please fill out a visitor’s card 

found in the pew and place in the offering plate.  

There is no wrong way to worship.  The people’s responses are in bold and instructions for 

sitting, standing, and kneeling are in italics. We invite you to participate in the way that feels 

most comfortable and authentic to you. 
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Song of Praise 
O God, Show Mercy to Us         Thaxed 

The Collects 

Celebrant      The Lord be with you.  

People           And also with you.  

Celebrant Let us pray. Lord God Almighty, you have made all the peoples of the earth for your glory, 

to serve you in freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and 

the strength of forbearance, that we may use our liberty in accordance with your gracious 

will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

O God, whose blessed Son came into the world that he might destroy the works of the devil 

and make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant that, having this hope, we may 

purify ourselves as he is pure; that, when he comes again with power and great glory, we 

may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The people are seated. 
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The First Lesson                                            Joshua 1:5-9 

5 
No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with 

you; I will not fail you or forsake you. 
6 
Be strong and courageous, for you shall lead this people to possess 

the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. 
7 
Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to 

act in accordance with all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it to the right 

hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever you go. 
8 
This book of the law shall not depart 

out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance 

with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way prosperous, and then you shall be 

successful. 
9 
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 

the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Lector    The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                       

People   Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 145    Antiphon sung by all.  

 

 
  I will exalt you, O God my King, * 

   and bless your Name for ever and ever. 

  Every day will I bless you* 

   and praise your Name for ever and ever.   Antiphon 

  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;* 

   there is no end to his greatness. 

  One generation shall praise your works to another* 

   and shall declare your power. 

  I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty* 

   and all your marvelous works.    Antiphon 

  The Lord is righteous in all his ways* 

   and loving in all his works. 

  The Lord is near to those who call upon him.* 

   to all who call upon him faithfully. 

  He fulfills the desire of those who fear him;* 

   he hears their cry and helps them.    Antiphon 

  The Lord preserves all those who love him.* 

   but he destroys all the wicked. 

  My mouth shall speak the praise of the Lord 

   let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.  Antiphon 

 

 

The Second Lesson             2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we beg you, 

brothers and sisters, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by 

letter, as though from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here. Let no one deceive you  
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in any way; for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the lawless one is revealed, 

the one destined for destruction. He opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of  

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. Do you not 

remember that I told you these things when I was still with you? 

But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because 

God chose you as the first fruits for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in 

the truth. For this purpose he called you through our proclamation of the good news, so that you may 

obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 

traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or by our letter. 

Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and 

word. 

Lector  The Word of the Lord.                                                                                                                        

People Thanks be to God. 

 

The people stand as able. 

 

Sequence Hymn 608, verses 1-2  

Eternal Father, strong to save   Sung by all.     Melita  

 

The Gospel                                                          Luke 20:27-38  

Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.   
 

Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked him a question, 

"Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man's brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall 

marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first 

married, and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the same way all 

seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the 

woman be? For the seven had married her." 

Jesus said to them, "Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage; but those who are 

considered worthy of a place in that age and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are 

given in marriage. Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of 

God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, 

in the story about the bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive." 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                                                  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sequence Hymn 608, verses 3-4  

Eternal Father, strong to save   Sung by all.     Melita 

   

The Sermon                Major General Donald R. Gardner 

                  United States Marine Corps (Ret.) 
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The people stand as able 

 

The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

 unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one, Being with 

the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 

 from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary and 

was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 

buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into  

 heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 

living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the 

Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 

to come. Amen. 
 

 

The Prayers of the People 

Celebrant Brothers and sisters, the Lord is near to those who call. So let us offer our prayers, saying, 

“We call upon you, O God, for you will answer us.” 

Leader Generous God, we pray for the Church. We pray that you comfort and strengthen us in every 

good work and deed. Give us courage in uncertain times. Silence. We call upon you, O God, 

People For you will answer us. 
Lector O Lord, you are righteous in all your ways. Where, in the world, the innocent cry out for 

justice, hear their cries and help them. Silence. We call upon you, O God, 

People For you will answer us. 

Lector Make us quick to ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty. Open our eyes, great 

Creator, to all your marvelous works, including those blessings which we name silently or 

aloud. Pause. We call upon you, O God, 

People For you will answer us. 

Lector Holy God, vindicator of the innocent, we ask you to bless and keep all those who offer their 

time and services and lives to defend the helpless and the threatened. May we live to see a 

day when violence and war are no more. Silence. We call upon you, O God, 

People For you will answer us. 

Lector Great God, those with whom your Spirit abides need not fear. Hide those who are distraught 

and those who are afraid under the shadow of your wings. Through grace, give to your 

saints eternal comfort and good hope. We pray especially for those on our prayer list, and 

those we now name silently or aloud. Pause. We call upon you, O God, 

People For you will answer us. 
Lector God of the living, in you all are alive. May those who now rest in peace, one day rise to 

behold you face to face.  Amen.  
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A Litany for Veterans 

Celebrant On this day, we remember those who have served in our Armed Forces.  

Lector Prince of Peace, even as we pray for an end to war, we give thanks for the courage of our 

current and former Airmen, Coast Guardsmen, Guardians, Marines, Sailors, and Soldiers; 

for their love of country, and for their work to bring peace to our world.  

 

People Hear our prayer.  

Lector For the family members who made great sacrifices for their service members to be on watch 

at home and around the world.  

People Hear our prayer.  

Lector For those serving the spiritual needs of the Armed Forces, especially Episcopal Bishop for 

Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, Ann Ritonia, and all chaplains.  

People Hear our prayer.   

Lector For veterans and families who continue who have lost a friend, teammate, or loved one in 

service to our Nation.  

People  Hear our prayer.  

Lector For the veterans of past wars who bear scars in their minds, bodies, and spirits. Heal them 

with your love.   

People  Hear our prayer.   

Lector  For veterans whose return to civilian life was confusing, frightening, and challenging.  

People  Hear our prayer.   

Lector For all veterans who have been neglected and cast out upon returning home.  Empower us to 

care for them in the ways that they need.  Inspire us with their service.   

People  Hear our prayer.   

 

Taps           Louis Milhouse 

 

Celebrant Jesus tells us that no one has greater love than to lay down one's life for one's friends.  We 

give thanks for all who served in our Armed Forces and their willingness to sacrifice their 

lives and prosperity to shield us from danger. With them, may we glory not in war, but in 

your love and righteousness. Strengthen us to be your peacemakers in the world. Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

The people kneel as able.  Silence is kept for reflection. 

Together Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your Name. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

Amen.  
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The Peace 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

People  And also with you.  

The people greet each other with a sign of God’s peace and are seated. 

 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

The Offertory  

Having listened to the Word of God, affirmed our faith, confessed our sins, and shared in the peace, we 

now prepare ourselves for the gift of the Holy Communion. At the offertory, we gratefully offer back to God 

some of what God has given us, both in the bread and wine, and in the money we give. Here at St. John’s, it 

is tradition that people stand as the elements are brought forward and are seated once the bread and wine 

are on the altar. 

 

Offertory Anthem    The Mansions of the Lord   arr. Benjamin Hartan 
  

To fallen soldiers let us sing 

Where no rockets fly, nor bullets 

wing 

Our broken brothers let us bring 

To the Mansions of the Lord 

 

No more bleeding, no more Fight 

No prayers pleading through the 

night 

Just Divine embrace, eternal light 

In the Mansions of the Lord 

 

Where no mothers cry 

And no children weep 

We shall stand and guard 

Though the angels sleep 

All through the ages safely keep 

The Mansions of the Lord 

Doxology  
Hymn 380 (verse 3)    Sung by all.                    Old 100

th
   

 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,  

Praise Him all creatures, here below. 

Praise Him above ye heavenly host.  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 

People  We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day 

of the week overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 

Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim 

the glory of your Name: 
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Together  
Sanctus             Schubert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The people kneel or stand as able.  
 

Celebrant  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us 

in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, 

you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life. On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and give it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my 

Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  After  

 supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood for the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 

for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 

me.” Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Together We remember his death, 

  We proclaim his resurrection 

  We await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 

you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your 

Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his 

Blood of the new Covenant.   

 Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 

sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your 

Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn 

of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  By him, and with 

him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 

Father, now and for ever.   

People  AMEN. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

The Fraction Anthem 

Invitation to Communion  
 

The people are seated.  

 

All who seek God and a deeper life in Christ are welcome to receive Holy Communion. While we believe 

that it is most meaningful when done as a baptized Christian, no one will ever be turned away from God’s 

table.  
 

Please move at the direction of the ushers. You may receive the bread in open and outstretched hands. 

Gluten-free wafers are available; please make your need known to the priest. Receiving the bread only is 

full participation in the Eucharist. Wine is also available.  

 

If you prefer to receive a blessing instead, please indicate your choice by crossing your hands across your 

chest. Those who wish to have Holy Communion brought to them at their seat should notify an usher. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

People  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 

your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 

Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 

strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn 599 
Lift every voice and sing  Sung by all.     Lift Every Voice 

                

The Dismissal 

The Celebrant dismisses the people.  

People             Thanks be to God; Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

The Postlude 
   

 

All liturgical materials printed in this bulletin are printed  

under license from either Rite Planning or CCLI #1994456. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 

12201 Richmond Street  | Chester, Virginia 23831 

stjohnschester.com | 804-748-2182 
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Major General Donald R. Gardner, United States Marine Corps (Retired) 
  

Major General Donald R. Gardner, United States Marine Corps (Retired), is a native of Memphis, 

Tennessee. While in high school, he enlisted in the United States Marine Corps Reserve in 1955, rising to 

the rank of Sergeant. Upon graduation from Memphis State University in 1960 with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in History, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the Marine Corps Reserve. 

  

After completing The Basic School at Quantico, Virginia, he was deployed as a member of Battalion 

Landing Team 2/6 to the U.S. Sixth Fleet and again during the Cuban Contingency Operations. In January 

1963, he was assigned to the 2d Reconnaissance Battalion, where he served as the Assistant Operations 

Officer (Assistant S-3) and as a Company Commander. In August 1963, he integrated into the Regular 

Marine Corps. 

  

Ordered to Marine Barracks, Bermuda, British West Indies, he was promoted to Captain and served as the 

Executive Officer until transferred to the Republic of Vietnam in May 1966. There he participated in 

combat as a Company Commander and later as the Logistics Officer (S-4) of the 3d Reconnaissance 

Battalion. Following his return from overseas, he reported to Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, 

Washington, D.C., where he was promoted to Major. Completing a second tour in Vietnam, General 

Gardner was awarded a scholarship to Memphis State University, where he earned a Master of Arts degree 

in History in 1973. He then served for three years as the Marine Officer Instructor at Vanderbilt University. 

  

He subsequently attended professional military education at the Marine Corps Command and Staff College 

and the Naval War College, rising to the rank of Colonel. His later assignments included Assistant Chief of 

Staff, III Marine Amphibious Force, and Deputy Director, 1st Marine Corps District. Promoted to 

Brigadier General, he was assigned as Assistant Division Commander, 2d Marine Division (Reinforced), 

Fleet Marine Force, Atlantic, Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. In June 1988, he assumed duties as 

Commanding General, Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune. He was later promoted to Major General and 

served as Commanding General, III Marine Expeditionary Force (MEF) and Commanding General, Marine 

Corps Bases, Japan. 

  

Major General Gardner’s personal awards and decorations include the Navy Distinguished Service Medal, 

Silver Star Medal, Legion of Merit with Combat “V” and Gold Star, Purple Heart Medal, Defense 

Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal with Gold Star, Air Medal with Numeral 2, Joint 

Service Commendation Medal with Combat “V”, Navy Commendation Medal with Combat “V”, Combat 

Action Ribbon, Order of the Rising Sun, Third Class (Japan), Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with 

Silver Star, and the Armed Forces Honor Medal, First Class. The Order of the Rising Sun, Third Class was 

presented to Major General Gardner by His Majesty the Emperor of Japan for his dedicated service to the 

security of Japan and the mutual cooperation between Japan and the United States. 

  

Major General Gardner retired from active duty in 1994 after nearly forty years of faithful and honorable 

service. Following retirement, he served as President and Chief Executive Officer of the Intrepid Sea, Air 

& Space Museum in New York City, and in 1999 became Chief Executive Officer of the Marine Corps 

University Foundation. In May 2004, he was appointed the President of Marine Corps University, 

becoming the first civilian to hold that position, and retired in 2009. He subsequently served on the 

Veterans Services Foundation for the Commonwealth of Virginia and as Director of the Senior Leadership 

Development Program for the United States Marine Corps. 

  

Major General Gardner and his wife, Elaine, have two children: Lisa and Thomas (recently deceased). 

Their daughter, Lisa, is married to Daniel W. O’Connor. The Gardners’ spiritual home is St. John’s 

Episcopal Church in Chester, Virginia and have been faithful members for more than 30 years.  
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Please Remember in Your Prayers 

Jordyn Prophett, Pat Dvorak,  

Al Day (Chris Day’s brother),  

Kim Gentry (Father Keith’s brother).  

Quinten Sierra, Rosa Maria Julia Barrientos 

(Mauricio’s Mother), Cathy Frazer,  

The Germiller Family, Britt Young and 

Family, Marguerite Alley, Marianne Branigan,  

Gene Thompson, Rita & Billy Johnson,  

Melissa Fields, Jim Krech, Una Harrison,  

Webster and Joy Maughan, Vienna Grace 

Cale,  

The Cale Family, The Macri Family 

 

Those Who Serve 

Col. Ernesto M. DiVittorio,  

Rear Admiral Brett W. Mietus,  

Colonel Amalia DiVittorio, Major Jeffrey 

Shields,  

Staff Sergeant Reade Whitner Enochs,  

Staff Sergeant Ryan Steidel and  

Petty Officer 3
rd

 Class Damien Carter,  

Deputy Sheriff Donald H. Farr 

 

In God’s Eternal Keeping 

Dr. Virginia Cherry 

Patricia Frazer 

Dr. Joe Hillier 

Thomas Gardner 

 

Parishioners @ Home 

Maggi Twilley, Betty Ann Messerly, Julie 

Johnson,  

Sandy Weilbacher, and Millie Johnson 

 

                             

 

 

Left your contribution at home? 

Scan this QR code with your 

smartphone to make a donation to 

St. John’s. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participating in Today’s Liturgy 

November 9, 2025 

Ministers: The People of St. John’s 

Reverend Mary Margaret Winn, Rector 

Aubrey Lindsey, Organist and Music Director 

Bryant Watson, Violinist 

Cantor, Rebecca Perkinson 

 Hank Dvorak, Live Streaming 

8:00 am Security, Jay Ellington 

10:00 am Inside Security, Alan Thibault 

Outside Security, Jay Ellington 

 (Lay Eucharist Ministers) LEMs 

8:00 am – Kim Courington 

10:00 am – Sadie Morgan 

10:00 am –Lectors: 8:00 am 

1
st
 Lesson – Kim Courington 

2
nd

 Lesson – Andy McCauley 

Lectors: 10:00 am 

1
st
 Lesson – Carlene Gentry 

2
nd

 Lesson – JoAnn Maher 

Leshem Peiris - Acolyte 

Jan Keavy & Bernie Lotti - Ushers 

Pat Dvorak & Larry Cody - Tellers 

Claire Marsh, Valerie Miser  

and  Donna Horner - Altar Guild 

Valerie Paredes - Flowers 

 

St. John’s Vestry 

Kathy Ellington, Senior Warden 

Larry Maher, Junior Warden (Property) 

John Maxwell, Junior Warden (Strategy) 

Kim Courington, Stewardship & Finance 

Guy Smith, Health & Safety 

Jody Mountfort, Parish Life 

Tanya Scott, Christian Formation 
 

Hazel Sloane, Register 

Lalin Peiris, Treasurer 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Mary Margaret Winn, Rector 

rector@stjohnschester.com 

 

Aubrey Lindsey 

Organist and Choir Master 

office@stjohnschester.com 

 

Donna C. Thibault 

Parish Office Administrator 

office@stjohnschester.com 
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