
Northeast Kansas  

  Lutheran Church Partnership  

*LCMS*   
 

JULY 2021 

                                                                                                                

From the Pen of the Pastor  
    

"Freedom's Price Has Been Paid" 

 
So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. (John 8:36} 

3
 

In just a little while, we here in the United States, will again celebrate our nation’s independence. One of 

the themes of that celebration is, of course, that our independence, or our freedom from Britain, was not 

free, for in terms of military casualties, approximately 4500 American men lost their lives in the Revolu-

tionary war and hundreds more were severely wounded.  

And, as costly as that was, the casualties of our country’s freedom were not limited to just the men who 

openly fought the British. In a radio broadcast on July 4, 1974, Paul Harvey reminds us that the cost also 

included those who signed the Declaration of Independence. For instance… 

Carter Braxton, a wealthy planter and trader, after signing the Declaration saw his ships swept from the seas 

to pay his debts. He lost his home and all his property. He died in rags;  

Thomas McKean of Delaware was so harassed by the enemy that he was forced to move his family five 

times in five months. He served in Congress without pay -- his family in poverty, and in hiding; Thomas 

Nelson, Jr. of Virginia raised $2 million on his own signature for provision for our allies, the French fleet. 

After the War he personally paid back the loans, wiping out his entire estate; he was never reimbursed by 

his government. He died bankrupt; 
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John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside while she was dying; his 13 children fled in all directions 

for their lives. His fields and gristmill were laid waste. For more than a year he lived in forests and 

caves and returned home after the War to find his wife dead, his children and properties gone. He died a 

few weeks later of exhaustion and a broken heart.  

 

Of the 56 signers of the Declaration, few were long to survive. Five were captured by the British and 

tortured before they died. Twelve had their homes -- from Rhode Island to Charleston -- sacked and 

looted, occupied by the enemy, or burned. Two of them lost their sons in the Army; one had two sons 

captured. Nine of the 56 died in the War from its hardships or merciful bullets. They had learned that 

liberty is so much more important than security, for that they pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their 

sacred honor. They fulfilled their pledge; they paid the price, and freedom was born.  

 

Dear friends, I share all that because no talk of freedom is complete unless one seriously considers the 

cost of it. That is not only true for the temporal political freedoms we in this country currently enjoy, at 

the cost I might add of over one million of country’s servicemen and women, and many others, but it is 

also true for the eternal freedom we now partially and will someday fully enjoy at the cost of God’s only 

Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Deep down we all know, ‘Freedom’ is anything but free, whether we are talking about physical freedom 

from oppression or bondage or spiritual freedom from the power of sin, death and the devil. In order to 

free you from the former, many men died, and to preserve that freedom, many more have since and will 

continue to die. Sadly, that freedom is also, at best, only temporary. We pray it lasts, but we cannot be 

sure it will. In order to free you from the later…from spiritual bondage to sin, God had to literally come 

down from Heaven and enter this fallen world. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, lived an absolutely perfect life…one devoid of any sin… and then He had to suffer a most excru-

ciating and horrific death; all in order to pay the established penalty of mankind’s sin.   
 
Dear friends, He loves you that much. He loves you so much in fact that He gives you this freedom from 

sin as an absolute gift, so that you might live – eternally. It cannot be earned or deserved. It is received 

by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.  

So, as you gather together to celebrate our Nation’s independence this 4 th of July, as you watch the fire-

work displays and listen to their explosion, please pause just a second and contemplate freedom’s cost, 

And then, with that cost in view for a freedom which is only temporary, consider also the greater free-

dom you have been given by Christ and just how much that ‘eternal’ freedom cost our sinless Lord. 

Cherish the gift of life His death bought you above all things, recognizing that the freedom our Savior 

Jesus purchased for us, is an eternal gift that will never fade or be taken away.  

PRAYER: Dear Lord Jesus, thank You for all the freedoms we enjoy, most especially that which you 

earned for us through your own suffering, death and resurrection. Help us recognize and appreciate the 

Grace through which our salvation comes and joyfully share Your Gospel message with everyone we 

can, that they too may be free, Amen! 

In Christ  

Pastor Mike  



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:   

 
Military:  (F) Liam Blum, Kelsey Blum, Aaron Foist; Allan Feek, Kevin Remmers; (I) Tristan Knott, Chad 

O’Brien, Daniel Wheeler, Paul Reynolds Jr.; (SP) Kyle Vanness, Mary Burkett, Spencer Ernst, Bert Ernst.  
 
Care Facilities & Shut-Ins:  (F) Stan Kohlmeier, LaVonne Thieme, Gerrianne Heim, Don Heim, Rosemary 

Scher, Don Windle, Eldon Schwant;  (I) Gene Rice, Emma Middendorf; (StP)  Carol Bauer, Betty Allen; (Z) 

Judy Clay, Darlene Covert, Connie Kneisel, Lawrence Thonen, Jaynell & Donald Robidoux. 
 
Also in our prayers:  (F) Ronnie Edelman, Larry Cox, Fred Feek, Carla Bishop, Roger Riekenberg, Curtis 

Cook, Mark Joachim, Lisa Riekenberg, Sara Clements, Crystal Kinkler, Gabriel Cook, Melonie Creek, Dar-

rel & Sharon Cohoon, Megan McConnauhey;  (IMM) Asher Youde, Betty Kolbek, Fred Meeks, Roger 

Pusch, Abigail McFall, Janice Backer;  (St.P) Vauncille Barrett, Doug Barrett, Sidney Doane;   (Z)  Sherry 

Hartley, Jacob McGinness.   
 
We Remember the blessed saints who now rest in the Lord, and we pray for their families that they remem-

ber all who die in the Lord live with the Lord.    (Romans 6:5) 
 

 

 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 

 

Jul 1-David Bauman, Jul 1-Chuck Sjulin, Jul 1-Ruth Swart, Jul 2-Ken Georg,  

Jul 2-Isaac Covert, Jul 3-Tim Bianchi, Jul 4-Stuart Manche, Jul 6-Karen Aeschliman, 

Jul 6-Holden Bass, Jul 7-Lily Pearson, Jul 7-Hadlee Schuette, Jul 8-Eric Manche,  

Jul 9-Michael Moreno, Jul 10-Aydan Bass, Jul 10-Mark Meyer, Jul 13-Jim Risinger, 

Jul 13-Sadie Meyer, Jul 13-Donna Gormley, Jul 14-Jenna Smith, Jul 17-Michael Bachelor,  

Jul 17-Remington Killman, Jul 17-Gary Oswald, Jul 18-Mike Bosworth, Jul 19-Cindy Schilling,  

Jul 19-Tyson Detweiler, Jul 19-Greg Remmers, Jul 19-Kelby Ryan, Jul 19-Sharon Vogel,  

Jul 21-Cooper Sullivan, Jul 23-Gene Rice, Jul 24-Nellie Brockhoff, Jul 24-Helen Hoppe,  

Jul 25-Lela Middendorf, Jul 25-Jordan Sprick, Jul 25-William Sheik,  

Jul 27-David Davidson, Jul 27-Carolyn Schneider, Jul 27-Taryn Council, Jul 28-Jordan Huneke,  

Jul 29-Karson Kleopfer, Jul 29-Julie Lowe,  Jul 30-Doug Spellmeier  

 
 

JUlY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Jul 3-Scott & Jessica Gigstad, Jul 4-Wes & Linda Duesing, Jul 7-Dwight & Sue Meyer,  

Jul 7-Galen & Karen Bauman, Jul 9-Levi & Teresa Manche,  

Jul 14-Patrick & Tammy Cochran, Jul 14-Gene & Beth Perry,  

Jul 21– Jim & Lori Risinger, Jul 21-Doug & Sarah Kleopfer,  

Jul 21-Scott & Heather Schremmer, Jul 22-Harlan & Susan Kneisel,  

Jul 23-Mark & Becky Meyer, Jul 30-Clif & Kathy Heiniger,  

Jul 30-Tim & Jackie Bianchi,  Jul 30-Phil & Arika Ryan 



      NEW PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE 
 

 

 

 

                                                 PLEASE HELP TO KEEP US UP TO DATE: 
 

           If you have a new phone number, address, or email address,  

          please make sure you send it to the Partnership office.    

 

You can e-mail the office at  

office@NEKpartnership.org or call 785-740-0268.   

The office would also like the names and addresses  

     of any members who are at college.   Thank You! 

                                         

                                                              MEETINGS 
       
                                            JOINT ELDERS    –   July 12th      @ 7:00pm     

                                           JOINT COUNCIL  –   July 19th      @ 7:00pm 
                                          

 

Partnership Ladies Bible Study 
 

The Ladies Bible Study meets on   

Tuesday nights at 6:30pm.    

This is held at Zion Lutheran in Hiawatha.    

Please plan to join us!          

 

If you have a smartphone,  

scan this square with your 

phone’s camera to check 

out our new website! 
 



SERVERS FOR JULY 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
 
 

July 4th:    Elders–Steve Huneke & Scott Schremmer, Acolytes-Tyson Detweiler & Lily Pearson,  

Ushers-Paige Strahm & Steve Aeschliman, Greeters-Mike Bulk Family, Counters-Darrell Schuette  

& Steve  Aeschliman    
 
July 11th:  Elders–Dwight Edelman & Shane Schuette, Acolytes-Jethro Steiner & Hadden Bachelor,  

Ushers-Bud Bauman & David Bauman, Greeters-David & Julie Bauman, Counters-Heather Lehwald  

& Stan Remmers    
 
July 18th:  Elders–Patrick Cochran & Kurt Detweiler, Acolytes-Paycen Schremmer & Chloe Detweiler,  

Ushers-Darrell Schuette & Ed Hatheway, Greeters-Les & Sharon Trentman, Counters-Allan Spellmeier & 

Jason Steiner 
 
July 25th: Elders-Scott Schremmer & Steve Huneke, Acolytes-Millie Stoller & Tyson Detweiler,  

Ushers-Shane Schuette & Jordan Huneke, Greeters-Bud Bauman Family, Counters-Stan & Patty Remmers  
 
 

Altar Guild for July:  Karen Kohlmeier, Patty Remmers, Carole Feek 

Trustees for July:  Stan Remmers & Matt Bosworth       
 
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
   
July 4th: Elder-Scott Gigstad, Acolyte-Brady Killman, Ushers-David Middendorf & Derrick VanDusen,   

Greeters-Darlene Atland & Sharon Lowe, Lector-Richard Clay, Sound System-Dwight Meyer 
 
July 11th:  Elder-Kurt Killman, Acolyte-Corey Dunaway, Ushers-Bob Freese & Larry Walter,  

Greeters-Darlene Atland & Sharon Lowe, Lector-David Middendorf, Sound System-Derrick VanDusen  
 
July 18th: Elder-Leon Wissmann, Acolyte-Marcus Hinton, Ushers-Leon Wissmann & Chad Hinton,   

Greeters-Jeremy & Traci Stover, Lector–Jessica Gigstad, Sound System-Leon Wissmann 
 
July 25th: Elder-Dale Strobel, Acolyte-Remington Killman, Ushers-Richard Clay & Clint Meyer,   

Greeters-Jeremy & Traci Stover, Lector-Kurt Killman, Sound System-Jr. Lowe 
 
 

Altar Guild for July:  Sharon Lowe, Barbara Lay, Lela Middendorf 

 

 

ST. PAUL  LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
 
July 4th:       Greeters–  Dwight & Charlotte Kruse 
 
July 11th:     Greeters–  Milan Kloepfer & Ray Thieme  
 
July 18th:     Greeters–  Wes & Linda Duesing  
 
July 25th:     Greeters–  Jeff & Leslie Brockhoff  
 
 

Altar Committee for July:  Karen Bauman, Sarah Kleopfer, Doug Kleopfer 



You will notice in the calendar that every Saturday morning from 9-9:30 is now marked with a slotted 

time for Private Confession. I will be available in the Zion sanctuary for anyone who would like to 

take advantage of this treasure of the Church. 

Certainly we can see numerous examples in the bible of private confession (Matt 16; Matt 18; John 21; 

1 John 1; Psalm 51; James 5; 2 Samuel 12) and this is in no way a “catholic” practice but it is indeed 

very Lutheran! You can see in our Small Catechism, the fifth chief part is all about this. Then of course 

the Augsburg Confession teaches that “private confession is not abolished among us” but instead that 

“private confession ought to be retained in the churches” (Augsburg Confession XXV & XI). 

But after all that, hear these compelling words from Dr. Luther who said “When I urge you to go to 

Confession, I am doing nothing else than urging you to be a Christian” (Martin Luther’s Exhortation to 

Confession, 1529). 

I and my family try to go monthly, some people go weekly, and some people just go 4 times a year. 

There is no law on how much you can or have to do this but it is a great treasure of the Church and 

comfort to troubled souls to receive the forgiveness of sins. You can see what the Rite of Private Con-

fession looks like in the Lutheran Service Book (LSB) on page 292. When you come in, you can kneel 

at the rail in front of where I will be sitting and go through the Rite in the LSB and then you can con-

fess specific sins or general ones. Either way, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I am there 

to give you personal and private forgiveness for your sins. 

So if you live in Hiawatha or thereabouts, it’s pretty easy to make it every now and then and I highly 

encourage it. If you don’t live in Hiawatha, perhaps if you are making a trip to Walmart or McDonalds 

on Saturday morning, you can add this to your schedule every now and then. Otherwise, I am happy to 

meet with you at your home or at any of the sanctuaries of the partnership if another time works better 

for you. Next month’s newsletter will discuss this in depth but if you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to ask.  

God be with you. - Pastor Kinney  

 ZION LWML 
 
The regular meeting of the Zion Lutheran LWML was held on Tuesday, June 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  President 

Lela Middendorf called the meeting to order with 3 members present.  Lela led devotions entitled "We Will 

Serve the Lord".  We realized with this devotion the many ways we can "serve the Lord with gladness." 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved as read, and the treasurer's report was given.  A 

thank you note was received from the Middendorf family for serving Clarence's funeral lunch. 
 
The National LWML Convention is being held on June 24-27 in Lexington, KY.  We discussed supporting the 

four recipients of the Convention ingatherings which are: Assurance for Life, Concordia-St. Louis Seminary 

Food Bank, Concordia-Ft. Wayne Seminary Food Bank and MOST Ministries.  A motion was made and sec-

onded that we donate a $25 gift card to each recipient.  Motion carried.   
 
We discussed the Zion 125+1 Anniversary Celebration which was held on June 6, 2021 at Zion.  The celebra-

tion was well attended.  The LYF kids assisted in serving the catered lunch.   
 
We continue to gather items for Kaden's Kloset in Troy which supports foster and adoptive families.   
 
Lela led the closing devotion entitled "Praying a Psalm" based on Psalm 57.  Keep working on me Lord.  Keep 

teaching me. 
 
The next regular meeting of LWML will be on July 12, 2021. 

 
Anne Arnesen, Secretary 



 

St. Paul Dorcas Society 
 
The St. Paul Dorcas Society held their June meeting on June 2, 2021 at 7pm at the church.   President 

Nancy Manche led the Bible study called “Dilemmas.” Nancy read from Genesis 12, The Call of Abram. 

The study used the dilemma of packing and moving and not knowing where you were going. We are to 

talk to God, seek His counsel, have faith, obey, and trust God. 
 
President Nancy called the business meeting to order. Roll call was answered by 7 members.  The minutes 

of the May meeting were approved a read. We received a thank you from Annalee Kleopfer. We received 

newsletters from LWR and LBT. We had a gift receipt from Lutheran Hour in memory of Judy Kruse and 

Bob Kleopfer.  The treasurer’s report was accepted. 
  
In unfinished business, church cleaning projects continue and can be reported as we complete them. 
 
In new business, on Saturday, June 26, the Partnership will host a meal for Pastor Elect Ian Kinney at 

Zion Lutheran Church at 11am. We decided to start up coffee time and Linda Duesing will provide re-

freshments in honor of her and Wes’ 45th wedding anniversary. Then we will have a signup sheet for the 

fourth Sunday fellowship. We discussed having more day meetings. No action was taken. We are to bring 

our Christmas stockings for our July meeting. The LWML convention in Lexington, Kentucky will be 

June 24-27. Lela Middendorf is the NE Zone delegate. She is willing to take ingathering items. Cindy 

Manche made a motion to spend money on Walmart gift cards for the food bank for seminary to send to 

the LWML convention. Kathy Heiniger seconded the motion. The motion carried. KAOL will be July 

16-17. The ingathering will be hygiene and school kits for Orphan Grain Train. Cindy and Nancy will ap-

ply for Thrivent Action Teams.  
 
Our next meeting will be July 7, 2021. Rosalie Mellenbruch and Carolyn Schneider will host. We will 

pack hygiene and school kits. LWML Mites will be collected as well.   
 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.   Nancy served refreshments. 

 

Cindy Manche, secretary 

FIRST LWML 
 
The June 2, 2021 meeting of First Lutheran was called to order by President Martha Pearson by reading 

Hebrews 12; 1-2.  Our Bible lesson, taken from the summer issue, Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, led by 

Lorene Strahm, was titled "Therefore" 
 
Roll call, "An interesting person from the Bible", was answered by 5 members. 
 
The minutes of the May meeting were read by Ruth Swart, secretary,  They were approved as read. 
 
Carole Feek gave copies of the treasurer report and a list of "happenings"---a donation from the Lehwald 

family; cleared out some shelf space of Bibles and gave to Don Plattner for his Prison Ministry; a dona-

tion made to Memorial Day Pancake feed.   A thank you to Martha and family for keeping the outdoor 

planter so beautiful.  Mites and dues were collected. 
 
A motion was made by Karen Aeschliman to give $100 to VBS, second by Lorene.  Motion passed. 
 
Discussion was held on LWML Prayer Service.  It was decided to use as our lesson for July.  Carole and 

Ruth will have the program. 
 
Martha is going to check about helping with the ordination and installation of Pastor Kinney at Zion on 

June 26. 
 
We closed with The League Pledge. 
 

Ruth Swart, Secretary 
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