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From the Pen of the Pastor 
 

Trust the Process 
 
 

Dear Saints of the Northeast Kansas Lutheran Church Partnership. Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior,  

Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 
 
When I was younger I had a pastor who suddenly announced to our congregation that he was going to soon retire. I 

expected we’d have a retirement pot-luck party, some gag gifts and that he’d have a great send off. It wasn’t like that.  
 
His retirement get-together was what you might call ‘bitter-sweet.’ It was bitter in that we were all deep down sad 

that he was leaving us; even though we were, at the same time, happy that he would now, in his retirement years, 

have some time for himself and an opportunity to spend more time with loved ones. We were preoccupied with our 

thoughts on how we’d ever replace him and how long that might take. 
 
Now, in view of my own impending retirement, I better understand how he must have felt as he was retiring from full 

time Church Work at Trinity. I now know things were probably as bitter-sweet for him as they are for me...and how 

his excitement at the opportunity he was seeking through retirement to spend more time with family and friends was 

offset by the sorrow he must have felt over leaving those brothers and sisters in Christ he had grown so fond of over 

the years. Bitter-sweet is, I think, accurately describes retirement. But, all things do have their season. 
 
Despite some inherent sadness, I must admit that since announcing my retirement, I’ve been pleasantly overjoyed by 

the love and appreciation expressed by so many of you. You’ve shared memories of times we’ve spent together, quite 

often, intimate moments surrounding baptisms, confirmations, counseling, weddings, deathbed visitations and funer-

als. Some of you have thanked me for my service to you and your loved ones over the years; but, it is I who must 

Thank You, and God above, for having provided me the opportunity I’ve had to be your pastor these past fifteen 

years. 
 
But, time does moves on and nothing lasts forever. Church members and Church leaders come and go. Even though 

we’d like to freeze certain moments in time, the world doesn’t allow us that luxury. It is time for me to say, 

“Goodbye Northeast Kansas Lutheran Church Partnership. But know this...my time here has been an extra blessing 

because you are a unique entity, one I am proud to have been a part of. The very word “Partnership” encapsulates 

what we have become... ‘Christian Partners who have been joined together as both recipients and proclaimers of 

God’s Grace for the purpose of individually and collectively sharing the Gospel in our respective communities.’  
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Partnership  
Office Address:                          

613 S. First,  
Hiawatha, KS 66434 

Phone: 785-740-0268  
office@nekpartnership.org 

 

Office hours: 
  8 am-1 pm  Mon & Wed 
8 am-3pm Tues & Thurs 

 
 

    Member  Congregations: 
 
     First Lutheran, Sabetha                  Immanuel, Fairview 
              311 Cedar                                        656 240th St. 
        Sabetha, KS  66534                        Fairview, KS  66425 
              785-284-3566 

 
        St. Paul, Fairview                     Zion Lutheran, Hiawatha               
          110 East Maple                                  613 South 1st 
       Fairview, KS  66425                       Hiawatha, KS  66434   
            785-467-8816                                   785-742-3995 

Pastor Michael Dunaway 
   Cell 785-285-1714  

revdunaway@gmail.com 

(Day off-Friday) 
 
 

Pastor Ian Kinney 
   Cell 260-348-1891  

pastoripkinney 
@gmail.com 

(Day off-Saturday) 
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What now? God only knows.  We must faithfully and prayerfully wait for God to disclose that. No matter what, 

you know that the Lord who brought you together all those years ago will not abandon any of you now. Whether 

you remain a quad Parish or form some other sort of partnership, He will be with you and see that you are fed and 

nourished through His Word and Sacraments. If change is necessary, remember that it is most often good for us in 

the long run. Remember too that ‘change’ often comes through a divinely established ‘process’ and that it doesn’t 

occur according to ‘our’ time table; but rather God’s.  
 
Yes, ‘Change,’ quite frequently comes as a ‘process, as we see in 1st Samuel 16 when God came to Samuel and 

told him, “I’ve rejected Saul as king. Go to the tribe of Jesse where I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

Now Samuel was a prophet, but it didn’t take a prophet to assume that anointing another king while Saul was on 

the throne might not go all that well. Thus Samuel responded to God that he would be killed if Saul found out. 

God then instructed that he, “Take a cow and put together a sacrifice and invite Jesse and his sons to that sacri-

fice.” Samuel did. And as planned, Jesse, his sons, and the whole town showed up to watch it. As Samuel watched 

Jesse’s sons arrive, he had a hunch about who Yahweh had in mind to be the new king. 
 
In Verse 6 Scripture tells us that, “When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 

stands here before the Lord.” Samuel apparently rationalized that since Eliab was the oldest and of impressive 

stature that he would be the logical choice, as well as first in line to receive his father’s inheritance. But the Lord 

said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at 

the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 
 
So, one after the other, each of Jesse’s sons passed in front of Samuel. How about this one? No. 
 
This one? Nope. This one? Nope.  Finally, after all seven had passed in front of him, Samuel asked Jesse, “Are 

there any more?!” 
 
To that Jesse’s answered: “There is still the youngest.” “He is tending the sheep.” “Send for him, Samuel said; we 

will not sit down until he arrives.” 
 
So, Jesse sent for his youngest son, David, and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 

appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

Now, after the anointing, one would assume that David would take the throne immediately...that is what would 

happen if we were in charge or if it was a human Hollywood production; however, God’s process isn’t always as 

predictable as ours. Saul was not instantly kicked off the throne, and David was not immediately carried in on the 

shoulders of his people to begin ruling that day. Instead, Samuel anoints David, and then the story stops for a 

while. “Why, you ask?”  ...Because, this change was part of a ‘process.’  
 
When this part of the story ends, the Bible tells us that David went back to watching the sheep. If you are tempted 

to say... “Well, that doesn’t make any sense! Why would God anoint him and then send him back to where he had 

him before? What was the point of anointing David before He was ready to make David king? ... don’t. 
 
For God anointed David well before he was ready to appoint him King because God wanted to take David through 

a ‘process...’ through a series of actions or steps, in order to achieve a particular goal. David’s anointing was es-

sentially a ‘reminder’ of the promise that the ‘process’ would fulfill. 

 

God knew that some things needed to happen in David’s life before he could be king. Likewise, there are some 

things that need to happen in our lives, and perhaps in your walking together in this Partnership, before you can 

step into what God has in store for you. 

David could easily have developed an attitude in his waiting. But, he doesn’t. Why? Because he knew that God 

was using the process to bring His plan to fruition. 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      continued to next page... 
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Believe in God’s promises and His processes.  Don’t be lured into unbelief by people who say, “But, I had faith, 

and God didn’t do it.” Or by people who say they’re frustrated because they thought God said it would happen and 

it hasn’t yet. Or by people who say, I ‘had’ faith.  

 

Such faithless or past-tense statements reveal a terrible ignorance concerning how faith works. If you think you can 

have faith one moment, and have your faith go away when nothing happens, it’s not faith at all. Faith is what keeps 

you going until you see God do what He intends to do. Faith causes you to say, “I may not have seen it yet, but I 

am sure I will!” 

 

I don’t know what God has in store for me in the weeks, months or years ahead, but in His time, I will. I’ve had His 

anointing, but remain waiting my next appointment. In a similar way, David had the anointing to be king, but God 

hadn’t yet given him his appointment. 

 

That David could see the anointing. That other people could see the anointing. That everyone was watching when 

Samuel poured the oil over David’s head and anointed him as King, that is where things became sticky. When you 

can see your anointing; that you’ve been set apart, that you’re a better salesperson than anyone else, that you’re a 

great singer, that you have influence, that you can counsel, that you can lead others and that other people can see it, 

too...people who tell you how talented you are and how far you will go...that is when you are tempted to think, 

“Well, if I can see it, and others can see it, why can’t God see it?! What is He waiting for?” 

 

He could be waiting for your vision to improve...for your comments betray you and show that you can’t see the 

forest for the trees...you can’t see what is happening all around you because you are focusing on a light at the end 

of a tunnel... that you going through a process in which He is preparing you for what’s in store. 

 

If you can’t see what God is doing in and around you because you are focused on something else, you can entirely 

miss out on what God has planned for you.  

 

So, dear friends, keep your focus on God and wait for Him. Trust in Him only. He hasn’t ever failed you. 

Fellow Redeemed, it has been an honor. Thank You and God Bless You all! 

 

Forever Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Mike 

Joint Partnership  

Thanksgiving Service  
 

Sunday evening,  

November 20th  
 

at Zion Lutheran  

5:00pm. 



PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:   
 
Military:  (F) Liam Blum, Kelsey (Blum) Holsapple, Cory Holsapple, Aaron Foist; Allan Feek, Kevin  

Remmers; (I) Tristan Knott, Daniel Wheeler, Paul Reynolds Jr.; (SP) Kyle Vanness, Mary Burkett,  

Spencer Ernst, Bert Ernst.  
 
Care Facilities & Shut-Ins:  (F) Stan Kohlmeier, LaVonne Thieme;  (I) Gene Rice;  (StP)  Carol Bauer, 

Betty Allen; (Z) Judy Clay, Darlene Covert, Connie Kneisel, Jaynell & Donald Robidoux, Charles Fritz, 

Tom Hansen. 
 
Also in our prayers:  (F) Avis Look, Joyce Paulsen, Evelyn Goodman, Karen Aeschliman, Carla Bishop, 

Roger Riekenberg, Lisa Riekenberg, Curtis Cook, Crystal   Kinkler;  (IMM) Doris Rice, Traci Rahe, Fred 

Meeks;  (St.P) Wes Duesing, Deb Bailey, Danny Bauerle, David Bauerle, Chris Torrey;  

(Z) Dale Mueller, Mark Mueller, Carl Mueller, Sherry Hartley.   
 
We Remember the blessed saints who now rest in the Lord, and we pray for their   

families that they remember all who die in the Lord live with the Lord.   (Romans 6:5) 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!   
     

                        
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
Nov 1-Mitch Meyer, Nov 2-Mylia Rygaard, Nov 3-Noah Rygaard, Nov 3-Amanda Davidson, 

Nov 4-Mike Ogden, Nov 4-Tiffany Orton, Nov 4-Abram Schuette, Nov 5-Bella Peterson,  

Nov 6-Janette Thonen, Nov 6-David Bauerle, Nov 6-Jackson Heiniger, Nov 7-Bertha Kruse,  

Nov 7-Arika Ryan, Nov 8-Wyatt DeJong, Nov 8-Michelle Georg, Nov 11-Jaynell Robidoux,  

Nov 11-Bennett Sullivan, Nov 12-Justin Lowe, Nov 14-Kennedy Kleopfer, Nov 16-Tim Davidson,  

Nov 16-Richard Shefferd, Nov 18-Sharon Meyer, Nov 18-Deb Sjulin, Nov 18-Doris Kneisel,  

Nov 19-Clint Meyer, Nov 24-Richard Clay, Nov 25-Sara Bauer, Nov 27-Hadden Bachelor,  

Nov 27-Jill Sprick, Nov 29-Clif Heiniger, Nov 29-Danielle Thieme, Nov 29-Justin Sprick,  

Nov 30-Eldon Mellenbruch, Nov 30-Gus Remmers, Nov 30-Ettalyn Sheik  

  

                         NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Nov 1-Dennis & Cindy Manche, Nov 3-Darrell & Sara Bauer, Nov 5-Jennifer & Heath Ploeger,  

Nov 7-Michael & Keremy Bachelor, Nov 9-Stuart & Malerie Manche, Nov 11-Matt & Sydney Bosworth, 

Nov 12-Steve & Nancy Manche, Nov 12-Roger & Liz Ploeger, Nov 12-Levi & Tiffany Orton,  

Nov 19-Larry & Doris Kneisel, Nov 16-John & Carole Feek, Nov 28-Ken & Joyce Meyer,  

Nov 28-Taylor & Candice Rahe, Nov 29-Jeremy & Amanda Davidson  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

               We invite all kids to come and join us for Sunday School!   

   Sunday School meets each Sunday morning at 9:15am at First and Zion.    

   Sunday School at St. Paul starts after the service at 9:30am.   

         The Zion Adult Bible Class and the First Adult Bible Class meet  

      on Sunday mornings at 9:15am.  Please come join us!! 



 

               
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

   Monday, October 31st – Trunk or Treat  - 4:30-5:30 in Sabetha 
 

Monday, October 31st—Hiawatha Halloween Parade—7:00pm 
 

   Wednesday, November 16th – First Preschool Soup Day   
 

   Our 3rd annual Christmas Ham gift away to help supply hams for those less fortunate  

will be after church on December 18th from 1:00-2:00.   

You can donate in box at back of church or in giving plate  

(please note on your check for hams) 
 

                                         

                                                              MEETINGS 
       
                                            JOINT ELDERS    –   November 1st    @ 6:30pm     

                                           JOINT COUNCIL  –   November 1st    @ 7:00pm 

 

PARTNERSHIP 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY     
 

Wednesday nights at 6:30pm 

 at St. Paul, following 

Evening Prayer Service which 

starts at 6:00pm.  

 

 

Partnership  

Ladies Bible Study 
 
 

 Tuesday nights at 6:30pm    

at Zion Lutheran.    

Please join us!      

VISIT THE PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE 
 

Our website, (www.neklutherans.org), contains the history of the partnership  

and partnership churches, a calendar of events,  

recent happenings and future events.       

Special announcements are also placed on the website.   

New pictures are added frequently.    

It has past copies of the newsletters and the calendar for you to reference.    

Go to www.neklutherans.org.  



SERVERS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

FIRST LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
 
Nov 6th: Elders–Dwight Edelman & Shane Schuette, Acolytes-Millie Stoller & Tinner Bachelor, 

Ushers-Steve Goodman & Shaun Pearson, Greeters-Ken & Joyce Meyer, Counters-Darrell Schuette &  

Steve Aeschliman     
 
Nov 13th: Elders–Patrick Cochran & Kurt Detweiler, Acolytes-Hadden Bachelor & Lily Pearson,  

Ushers-Ed Hatheway & Ken Meyer, Greeters-Shane & Christa Schuette, Counters-Heather Lehwald &  

Stan Remmers  
 
Nov 20th: Elders–Scott Schremmer & Allan Spellmeier, Acolytes-Jethro Steiner & Paycen Schremmer,  

Ushers-Mike Bulk & John Feek, Greeters-Patrick Cochran Family, Counters-Patty Remmers &  

Jason Steiner    
 
Nov 27th: Elders-Shane Schuette & Dwight Edelman, Acolytes-Tyson Detweiler & Tinner Bachelor,     

Ushers-Les Trentman & Stan Remmers, Greeters-Scott Schremmer Family, Counters-Glenna Strahm & 

Allan Spellmeier  
 
 

Altar Guild for November:  Glenna Strahm, Sarah Strahm, Martha Pearson 

Trustees for November:  Stan Remmers & Matt Bosworth        
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
 

Nov 6th: Elder-Leon Wissmann, Acolyte-Brady Killman, Ushers-David Middendorf & Derrick VanDusen,   

Greeters-Janette Thonen & Barb Mueller, Lector-David Middendorf, Sound System-Leon Wissmann 
 
Nov 13th:  Elder-Scott Gigstad, Acolyte-Corey Dunaway, Ushers-Bob Freese & Larry Walter,  

Greeters-Janette Thonen & Barb Mueller, Lector-Jessica Gigstad, Sound System-Jr. & Jeanne Lowe  
 
Nov 20th: Elder-Kurt Killman, Acolyte-Remington Killman, Ushers-Leon Wissmann & Richard Clay,   

Greeters-    , Lector-Leon Wissmann, Sound System-Dwight Meyer 
 
Nov 27th: Elder-Dale Strobel, Acolyte-Brady Killman, Ushers-David Middendorf & Derrick VanDusen,   

Greeters-   , Lector-Travis Hampl, Sound System-Derrick VanDusen 
 
 

Altar Guild for November:  Virginia Freese & Kyndl Koerperich 

 

ST. PAUL  LUTHERAN 

(Please trade if you have a date conflict) 
 

Nov 6th:      Greeters– Eldon & Rosalie Mellenbruch 
 
Nov 13th:    Greeters– Dennis & Cindy Manche  
 
Nov 20th:    Greeters– Doug & Sarah Kleopfer  
 
Nov 27th:    Greeters– Clif & Kathy Heiniger 
 

 
    Altar Committee for November:  Leslie Brockhoff, Kathy Heiniger, Wes Duesing 

 

 



ZION LWML 
 

The regular meeting of the Zion Lutheran LWML was called to order by Lela Middendorf on October 

11, 2022 with 5 members present.  The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved as read, 

and the treasurer's report was given by Diane Davis. 

 

A thank you note was read from Dean Bailey for the quilt presented to him in thanks for all he does at 

the church. A letter was read from the First Baptist Church regarding the Community Thanksgiving Din-

ner next month.  Sharon moved and Barb seconded that we donate $100 for this dinner.  Motion carried. 

 

Twenty-six ladies and two pastors were in attendance at the NE Zone Fall Event hosted by Zion on Oc-

tober 8.  We had a fun morning.  We will plan to host coffee and donuts on Sunday, October 30. 

 

Just a reminder that everyone should read their Kansas District Sonshine to know what is going on in the 

state, and a note that all of the bible studies in the LWML Quarterly relate to prayer. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Nov. 15 rather than Nov. 8 because of the General Election.  The meet-

ing was adjourned with prayer. 

 

Anne Arnesen 

Secretary 

FIRST LWML 
 
The October 5, 2022 Bible study of First Lutheran opened with Brenda Meyer devotion "A Small Voice" 

 

Tami Rutten, President, had opening prayer for our Bible study "A Voice of Strength and Peace" from 

the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, Summer, 2022.  Carole Feek played the piano with the group singing 

"Before you, Lord We Bow".  Our lesson was about "Faith Makes You Strong" 

 

Roll call was answered with 7 members telling "if and how they decorated for fall"  Ruth Swart, secre-

tary, read the minutes of the September meeting.  Carole Feek, treasurer, explained the treasurer's re-

port.  Both were approved.  Mites and dues were collected. 

 

Carole Feek had a written report that told of coming events:  Christ Lutheran Church, Topeka, will be 

the pickup place for Orphan Grain Train.  We have 43 kits for them.  Several have been placed lo-

cally.  Our NE Zone LWML Fall event is at Zion, Hiawatha, October 8, 9:00am to noon.  Thank you's 

were received from the Kohlmeier family and Kids Closet. 

 

Tami had checked with the Sabetha Food Pantry on what was needed.  Discussion on a list of what 

needed done each week.  Carole and Tami will make a updated list and see who would care to help and 

what was needed. 

 

Our study for November will be from Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, Fall 2022— "Lord Teach Me To 

Pray"  page 16.  Our meeting closed with all saying the League Pledge. 

 
 
                                                                                     Ruth Swart, secretary 

 



 St. Paul Dorcas Society  
October 2, 2022 

 

President Nancy Manche called the meeting to order. Nancy read the LWML devotion, “Harvest 

Time-Ready! Set! Go!” by Edie Norris.  Roll call was answered by 12 members and 4 guests. 
 
The September minutes were read. They stand approved as read.  The treasurer’s report was ac-

cepted. 
 
In unfinished business, Cindy Manche volunteered to read for our LWML Sunday next week. 
 
The Orphan Grain Train Oct. 14, 2022 pickup will be taken down to Topeka by either Raymond 

Thieme or Kathy Heiniger and Karen Bauman. 
 
In new business , you may give a monetary donation to Orphan Grain Train for hurricane Ian and 

Thrivent will add $1  for every dollar donated up to $250,000. 
 
There was discussion about poinsettias. Becky Meyer will bring some silk poinsettias to look at 

next meeting. Sharon Meyer requested to have real flowers on the altar. 
 
Announcements- 

 Next month we will have a Bible study from the fall LWML Quarterly.  

 November 26, 2022 we will decorate the church for Advent. 
 
We collected our LWML mite offering and our society free will offering.  We closed with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  We packed health and hygiene kits for Orphan Grain Train.  Refreshments were 

provided by Karen Bauman. 

 

                                                                               Secretary- Cindy Manche 

AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS 
 

Your American Heritage Girls are preparing for their Shoebox service project! They 

are packing shoeboxes November 17 to be mailed out to needy children all over the 

world.  
 
The Troop humbly requests monetary donations to cover shipping costs, prayers, and 

any items to be packed.  Boxes are packed for ages 2-4, 5-9, 10-14 and boy or girl.   
 
If you wish to donate monetarily, please make checks payable to Samaritan's Purse 

(not the Troop). For more information 

visit www.samaritanspurse.org, or speak to  

Jessica Gigstad or Joan Stoller.  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/




 

2022 

   HOLIDAY  WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 
 

    JOINT Thanksgiving Service –  

        Nov. 20 at Zion - 5:00pm 
 

Joint Advent 1 - Wednesday, November 30 

at First - 7:00pm 
 

Joint Advent 2 - Wednesday, December 7 

at Immanuel - 7:00pm 
 

Joint Advent 3 – December 14 

at St. Paul – 7:00pm 
 

Joint Advent 4 – December 21 

at Zion – 7:00pm 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Children’s Christmas Program, December 18 

will be held at First at 5:00pm. 

There will be a light supper after. 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Christmas Eve Services, December 24 
 

St. Paul & Immanuel - 6:00pm 

Zion & First - 8:00pm 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
Christmas Day services  

will be held at Immanuel at 10:00am 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 

Joint New Year’s Eve service 

will be held at St. Paul starting at 6:00pm 
 

Advent suppers & Advent services 
 

Supper at 6:00pm 

Service at 7:00pm 

Bible Study at 7:30pm 



FIRST PRESCHOOL 
 

October has been a fun and busy month in Preschool!  We have worked hard on art projects to make our 

room ready for fall.  Pastor Kinney taught us Bible stories about Moses.  We are very blessed and thankful 

for the volunteers that serve in our classrooms.  We have several moms that help us.  We appreciate Marcia 

Spellmeier helping us too. 
 
Our new playground is progressing!  The material has arrived for the playground surface and the playground 

equipment will be here at the end of  

October.  There was a workday on  

Saturday, October 8th  to enlarge the 

fence.  Many thanks to the group that 

helped! 
 
We are excited to have Donuts with Dad, 

a field trip to Mulberry Pond Pumpkin 

Patch, and our Halloween parties this 

month. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ST. PAUL PRESCHOOL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We have had such a great start to the school year.  This month we are learning about fairy tales and nursery 

rhythms.  We have enjoyed making wizard wands, unicorns, knocking humpty dumpty off the wall, and making 

muffins.  The students have loved coming 5 days a week and enjoy working on writing their letters as well as 

match, pattern and look and find worksheets. 
 
Pastor has worked on songs, learning the books of the Bible and stories about Noah and the Ark, Joseph and his 

colorful coat and Moses and the Plagues on Egypt. 
 
We also had a great time at Mulberry Pumpkin Patch.  We had beautiful weather as well as parents to enjoy it 

with. 
 
I want to thank the person for covering the scholarships this year and we are working on a scholarship fund that 

can be donated to year round to cover such expenses. 
 
Thank you everyone for helping our great program grow. 
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