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Ap MajoreMm DE1 GLorRIAM

translates: For the Greater Glory of God

The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Fesus. Those
who accept his offer of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness, and
loneliness. With Christ oy 1s constantly born anew.

- Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, par. 1 -

Io years ago, Pope Francis was elected as the Successor of Peter. One of his
first written contributions as Pope was the Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii
Gaudium or, The Joy of the Gospel. The quote at the top is the opening
words and perfectly describes what has been happening at St. John’s and in
the lives of our Bengal Catholics this year.

Firstly, there 1s an immense joy within the community. We continue to grow
in faith & fellowship. We have seen students accept Jesus’ offer of salvation
and the fruits of it are seen in many ways. We continue to see an increasing
number of students availing themselves to the sacraments, especially
Reconciliation (set free from sin). Our regular and special events are filled
with happy, joyous students who are excited to be a part of St. John’s (set
free from sorrow). Our bible studies, RCIA, theology evenings, and service

opportunities have helped our students find meaning and purpose (set free

from inner emptiness). The growing number of students at Sunday Mass

continued on page 4.
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How Times Have CHANGED

My name is Isabelle, and I’m from a
tiny little town called Council in central
Idaho. I’m currently a freshman at
Idaho State University.

When I chose to attend college at Idaho
State University, I was aware that St.
John’s Catholic Center was available for

ISU students. However, when my

parents attended ISU, few people
attended Mass there. As such, when I
went to church that first Sunday and
met the FOCUS missionaries and

Catholic students there, it was a nice

surprise to see so many friendly faces.
Now that I have been at ISU for eight
weeks, I have made many of my friends

through St. John’s.

Coming from a small town of 8oo,
where my three siblings and I are the

only youth at church, I have never been

By Isabelle Eppich

I see my friends from St. John’s nearly
every day, I feel like I’'m part of a

community.

In fact, when walking across campus, I
often wave to someone I know from St.
John’s, or I’ll see the FOCUS
missionaries doing some sort of
outreach, whether it be advertising
National Cinnamon Roll Day (and St.
John’s Catholic Center, of course) or
inviting passing students to shoot a
volleyball into a trashcan to enter a
raffle. It’s awesome to see Catholic
ministry in action and know that in
southeastern Idaho with its LDS
dominant culture, there are Catholic
college students who are actively

practicing their faith.

Before setting foot in St. John’s, I had
never heard of FOCUS, but when I was

surrounded by Catholic peers. Now that told that there are actually FOCUS
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missionaries at multiple college forward to going to SEEK (a national
campuses across Idaho, I thought Catholic conference for college
“This is great news!’ students held by FOCUS) during the

T'his school year, I am excited about first week of January 2024.

many aspects of being involved at St. ~ Overall, St. John’s Catholic Center 1s
John’s. I am definitely looking forward my favorite place on Idaho State’s

to growing spiritually. Each Sunday, I campus, and ’'m thankful that I have
attend Mass and sing in the music three and a half more years to be there!
group. In addition, I’ve joined a Bible
study led by one of ISU’s FOCUS Help our students get to SEEK - read

missionaries, Jessi. I’m also looking more on page 4.

A CurLturk or CaTHOLICISM

By Luke Fredette
The Bengal Catholics are not only relationships with believers off the
willing to participate in the faith with written page.

b . . .
you, but will happily share their own hot Each one of the people that I’ve had the

pleasure of befriending here makes an
effort to truly live the faith. There’s no
conversation that can’t be connected to

takes, favorite doctrines (that will brook
no compromise!), and other particulars
about their experience of Catholicism.
Being Catholic, for me, was often . L
solitagry. Every sacrament, service, and Catholic teaching in one way or
other part of the Catholic life
encouraged deep, interior examination
that I felt excluded me from

participating 1n my faith on a social

another, and so I’ve truly come to see
what it means to live as a Catholic: to
allow our beliefs to influence how we act
in every part of our lives. Being near
such determinedly devout individuals

level. But here, every effort i1s made to

. has me second-guessing many choices I
reach out to even the most monastic of

) . ) would usually make without a twinge of
believers, with community events,

RCIA and Bible study programs, and

almost-weekly opportunities to help out

conscience--little compromises between
my intellectual love of the faith and my

fellow parishioners. They’ve given me preference for more worldly living.

the opportunity to not only participate At the same time, this earnest effort to
academically and socially in my faith, live the faith is all-encompassing: a

but to form connections and Bengal Catholic accepts failure, and
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= A CuLtUure oF CATHOLICISM |

they seek to boost you up, rather than tearing you down for it. This is often
the sort of true community that a person needs: one where moral and
personal failures are called out, but where you’re never far away from a hand
that will help you up from it.

 Ap Majorem DEe1 GLoriam

X and Sunday Supper show how our students have found communion and

continued from page 1

community (set free from loneliness).

None of this would be possible but for the grace of God. We are especially
encouraged through your prayerful support of the ministry here at St.
John’s. We, in turn, have offered over 400 rosaries and 40+ hours before

the Blessed Sacrament this semester, so far, in thanksgiving for you and for
your intentions. We remain committed to the building blocks of growing our community - the sacraments, prayer,

strengthening fellowship especially through bible studies, and putting our faith into action through serving the
Church. Thank you for helping St. John’s continue its tradition of being a place of welcome, a community of
believers, and a witness to faith on the ISU campus and beyond.

Lastly, I wish to finish with another exhortation of our Holy Father from Evangelii Gaudium and I pray that it may
be a source of inspiration and an opportunity to share the beauty of a relationship with Christ to your loved ones.

1 invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Fesus Christ, or at least an
openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should think that this invitation
15 not meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from the yoy brought by the Lovd”. - Evangelii Gandium par. 3 -




