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· In the case of extreme weather a risk assessment will be completed as early as possible to assess the following:

· Employees access to the building
· Children and parents access to the building
· Access to the nursery (main road routes to nursery) ensuring not only can employees, children and families attend nursery but also are able to return home during opening hours
· Temperature in the building
· That ratios of staff to children can be maintained throughout the day

· Managers will monitor the weather closely to predict as much as possible if there is a chance the opening of the nursery may be affected.

· Managers must consider whether employees, children and families can safely get to nursery as well as being able to return home in the evening.

· A maintenance arrangement must be made (with an outside contractor if needed) to ensure pathways are clear and debris removed if needed over the course of the extreme weather period. 

· Emergency numbers should be organised of who to call  to support the setting with the following issues: 

· Clearing and gritting pathways
· Removing debris (small and large)
· Maintenance of the building
· Electrical problems

· Hazles Farm has the right to close the nursery at short notice if the welfare of the children is at risk during the day due to adverse weather conditions.


Nursery closure due to extreme weather

· A risk assessment that deems a setting to close must be brought to the attention of the Area Manager or the Company Director Sharon McLaughlin who will make the decision whether to close the nursery.

· Once the decision has been made to close the nursery setting, parents and carers will be informed via email, telephone, Tapestry or Facebook. Updates will be posted regularly via Tapestry and Facebook during the closure of the nursery.

· A convenient time to collect the children will be arranged with parents and carers and the nursery will shut as soon as all have been collected.

· Staff members with the furthest to travel will be given priority to leave first to ensure they get home safely from work. They will be asked to contact work as soon as they have got home safely. 

· Contact details of parents/carers MUST NOT leave the nursery setting under General Data Protection Regulation Guidelines. Before closing the setting parents must be informed on the main method of contact being used to update parents/carers throughout the closure of the nursery.

· Ofsted will be notified of any nursery closures due to extreme weather.

· Shropshire Radio and Shropshire County Council will be notified of any setting closures.

· Staff will be updated regularly by the nursery manager via telephone or the settings staff Facebook private page.

· If the setting has cancelled nursery sessions due to an unforeseen closure, these sessions can be kept in lieu and used at a time that can be accommodated by the nursery.
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