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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Hazles Farm Childcare aims to support all children to become independent and collaborative learners. We will provide a broad and balanced curriculum that will enable each child to develop personally, socially, emotionally, physically, creatively and intellectually to their full potential.
 We will:
· Provide a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and development for the children to experience as they begin their learning journey.
· Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations for further learning and development in Key Stage 1 and beyond and enable choice and decision making, fostering independence and self-confidence.
· Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to progress.
· Develop excellent relationships with parents and carers to build a strong partnership in supporting their children.
· Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of the individual child including those who have additional needs.

The early-years education we offer our children is based on the following principles:
· It builds on what our children already know and can do;
· It ensures that no child is excluded or disadvantaged;
· It offers a structure for learning that has a range of starting points, content that matches the needs of young children, and activities that provide opportunities for learning both indoors and outdoors;
· It provides a rich and stimulating environment;
· It acknowledges the importance of a full working partnership with parents and carers.


2. Curriculum
Our early years setting follows the curriculum as outlined in Educational Programmes within the EYFS statutory framework that applies from September 2025. A range of approaches and our own curriculum provide first-hand experiences, give clear explanations, make appropriate interventions, and extend and develop the children’s play, talk or other means of communication. Our nursery goals have been developed to support the needs of our individual children and our community needs.  This will continue to be a working draft to ensure that we continually meet the individual needs of our children.  

The EYFS framework includes 7 areas of learning and development that are equally important and interconnected. However, 3 areas known as the prime areas are seen as particularly important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive.

The prime areas are:
• Communication and language
• Physical development
• Personal, social and emotional development

The prime areas are strengthened and applied through 4 specific areas.

The specific areas are:
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the world
• Expressive arts and design

Development Matters provides non-statutory curriculum guidance for the EYFS. It provides an overall view of how children develop and learn. It guides but does not replace practitioner’s professional judgement.  As stated in Development Matters, children develop at their own rates, and in their own ways. The development statements and their order should not be taken as necessary steps for individual children; they should not be used as check lists.

3. Characteristics of Effective Learning
Weaving throughout the EYFS curriculum are the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning. These elements underpin how practitioners reflect on each child’s development and adjust practice
accordingly. We ensure that our environment and delivery of the curriculum incorporates the three characteristics of effective teaching and learning:
· Playing and exploring - children will have opportunities to investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’.
Through play, our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.
· Active learning - children will have time and space to concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy their achievements.
Active learning occurs when children are motivated and interested. Children need some independence and control over their learning. As children develop their confidence, they learn to make decisions. It provides children with a sense of satisfaction as they take ownership of their learning.
· Creating and thinking critically - we encourage and support children to have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things.
Children should be given the opportunity to be creative through all areas of learning. Adults can support children’s thinking and help them make connections by showing interest, offering encouragement, clarifying ideas and asking open ended questions. Children can access resources and move around the classroom freely and purposefully to extend their learning.
4. Planning and observations
Staff are skilled at observing children to identify their achievements, interests and next steps for learning.  In order to do this, practitioners working with the youngest children are expected to focus strongly on the 3 prime areas. Practitioners also take into account the individual needs, interests, and stage of development of each child in their care and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for children to take part in. Activities build on and extend their interests, and develop their intellectual, physical, social and emotional abilities. Where a child may have a special educational need or disability, practitioners consider whether specialist support is required, linking with relevant services from other agencies, where appropriate. In planning and guiding children’s activities, practitioners reflect on the different ways that children learn and include these in their practice. Relevant and significant observations are recorded in the children’s online Learning Journeys. The clear aims of our work, and regular monitoring help to evaluate practices and improve it.


5. Assessment
Children’s level of development is recorded using an online learning journey.
During the first few weeks, the key person assesses the ability of each child using a baseline assessment. These assessments allow us to identify starting points for each individual child. 

Learning Journey
· Each child’s Key person is responsible for their child’s individual Learning Journey on eyParent.
· The Learning journey is a record showing a child’s progression throughout their time at nursery. 
· Parents share information with staff on the Learning Journey and annotate trying to link it to developmental milestones on eyParent to promote a better understanding of the EYFS.
· Once a month each child will become a “focus child” Their key person will conduct observations that must be recorded and uploaded onto eyParent highlighting the areas of development. Before their child’s focus week parents are asked to contribute information about their child’s current development and interests and contribute to the focus week.
· Staff will plan for the needs of individual children through the ‘next steps’ on the ‘Learning Story’.  Staff will advise parents on how they can also help follow these next steps at home.
· Children’s photographs and work included within the ‘Learning Journey’ must be dated and have a reflection. 
· All observations on all children, including Babies and Toddlers, Rising 3’s and Pre-school will have regard to The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Principles into Practice, bringing together the Birth to Five Matters, Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage and National Standards for Daycare to support the delivery of quality integrated education through a reformed framework.

Development Records
· Baseline assessments are completed during the child’s first 6 weeks in nursery to show developmental progress during their time at nursery.
· When assessing achievements and abilities these should be done accurately and recorded as emerging, developing or secure. Where a child is emerging in any area, the key person will discuss with parents how they are going to provide support to further learning and development. 
· 2 Year Checks will be completed at an agreed time and with written permission from parents. The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) requires that parents and carers must be supplied with a short written summary of their child’s development in the three prime learning and development areas of the EYFS: Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; and Communication and Language; when the child is aged between 24-36 months. 
Once completed the child’s development will be discussed with parents and a copy of the 2 Year Check will be signed and kept on file. A copy will be provided to parents. 
· Parents have free access to their child’s developmental records and Learning Journeys. This can be done via the eyParent app securely, which is explained in permission letters and information leaflets for parents to access. 
· Upon leaving, summative and formative developmental records must be fully completed and passed on to the child’s new setting/school. Learning stories and developmental files will only be stored on site for 1 year then will be deleted off the system following our data protection policy.

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Practitioners observe children to identify their level of achievement, interests and engagement. There is encouragement for children to communicate and talk about their learning, and
to develop independence and self-management. We focus strongly on communication and language as this is an integral part of children’s learning and an archway to the other areas of learning. 
These observations are used to shape future planning. Practitioners also take into account observations shared by parents and/or carers. Parents receive an annual story about their child’s learning and progress which offers brief comments on progress in each area of learning. It highlights the child’s strengths and development needs, and gives details of the child’s general progress.

6. Learning Environment
Each room is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are specific areas where the children can be active, be quiet, creative etc. Children have access to both inside and outside areas across the day; this has a positive effect on the children’s development. Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing things in different ways and in different scales than when indoors. The children can explore, use their senses and be physically active and exuberant. All areas of the curriculum can be explored to support learning, with appropriate and accessible space, facilities and equipment, both indoors and outdoors. 




7. Working with parents
The partnership between practitioners and parents, carers and other settings  helps our children to feel secure and to develop a sense of well-being and achievement. We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. Parents and/or carers are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development. The progress check and EYFS profile helps to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities. Each child must be assigned a key person who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their individual needs. The key person supports parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. Please see our parents as partners policy.


8. Transition
Please refer to each individual settings policy on procedures for transition.

9. Safeguarding and Welfare
We understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework.
· To provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in confidence;
· Promote good health,  healthy eating and oral health;
· Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs;
· To ensure that all adults who look after the children are suitable to do so;
· Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose it was intended for;
· Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children. 


It is important to us that all children are ‘safe’. We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist. We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. We encourage children to take risks and highlight the importance of keeping themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise and avoid hazards. We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. (See our Safeguarding Children Policy).

10. Monitoring and review
It is the responsibility of those working in the Early Years Foundation Stage to follow the principles stated in this policy. Having clear aims and regular monitoring of our work helps the identification of training needs for all adults working within the setting. This helps us to continue to monitor and review practice and progress on an ongoing basis. 
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