
 
 

Making Freedom Less Free 

Among the relentless attacks on people’s basic rights and freedoms, and in the midst of the 

federal takeover of DC, President Trump recently released new executive orders aimed at 

reinstating cash bail in the capital and across the country. 

 

These orders are chilling. Cash bail is a sum of money the government sets as a condition for 

releasing you before trial. If you can’t afford it, you await your trial from behind bars. Cash bail 

criminalizes poverty without protecting public safety, perverting both safety and justice into 

commodities for the wealthy to buy rather than rights for all. 

 

Cash bail is devastating to working families. If you are languishing in jail pre-trial, you are at risk 

of losing employment and housing, making life unstable for you and your family before you have 

even been convicted of a crime. Many people opt to take guilty pleas on charges they would 

otherwise fight just to get home to their families. 

 

Across the country, safe and effective criminal justice reforms such as bail reform have 

reduced incarceration by 21% in the past fifteen years. The Black imprisonment rate has 

dropped by nearly half. We achieved this alongside massive gains in public safety. In the past 

decade, 45 states saw reductions in crime rates while imprisoning fewer people–with crime 

falling faster in states that reduced imprisonment than in states that increased it. That’s a lot of 

progress we stand to lose. 

 

Incarcerating people pretrial can increase the likelihood that they’ll be rearrested or 

return to incarceration in the future. Even short periods of pretrial detention can be 

profoundly destabilizing to people’s lives. A study of 22 jurisdictions that implemented bail 

reform concluded that it had no negative impact on crime rates. For more examples, check 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/measures-to-end-cashless-bail-and-enforce-the-law-in-the-district-of-columbia/
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL6BEM79krCLh_O5dBiEjBiQWsy_YEuXmTokQ4IZMe_5RcF7NVSzFeuSHg4tAFm9gWnkJZ4XLfasNtuyWbdaldEwL3GomifYfEoZE5QMF34R6PnsuTuWCUSXQQ5IL4OwR484yrMi3eM5v_1-Hk9fm1g202n9IcGg19Q==&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5Cmzse69yOh4bLL06yGrYJnnSkXuxHdbHwiBPn6Zjke0_8FkUquOwb_h5kHxa3hV-O3J41vOmiBLqCdTM8Drj6aF7THJ7ZQ6_RwvsBihr_1R3ZayGA-FJgV8DNPQtb_of00byMxLeLQnA=&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5C3SdGH3wHkGlEdSCh_GjVA7wzktWXRHfDDibU8ir72WVM8BwHph4r5UgKb1CwnRw9iIa8ZhcrWW9eFlIrGEVn8CDstMSGI5287Nqm8MJD15_tpTdkLuHESN_wDuTXO1E_ZV_alLw343apwvS0TiHc02lzXakvLBW8gdH58jXL1kRg-RUfD_Pftw==&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5C2shAchljI0CKH7c712sygp411M6lpwwQRR9X5vmKgcSJNaJ7v_TiTKUkcysSLzrSVRjI_xvMTS1MYtX0jDSUv4twrKzGeR8R8RvPUH8-fsqXzK-j1ut4rfk9PAwkud5yzzDOrNDPuI7162hvZgjRYHJFFobUywOXxhxWmnSGnew=&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==


out this primer on the impact of bail reform in six jurisdictions In fact, the authors of another 

recent study on the impact of bail reform across multiple jurisdictions stated that “Once the 

adverse effects of pretrial detention are taken into consideration, these reforms may, on 

balance, improve the well-being of communities most impacted by crime.” 

 

The point of bail reform is that our country’s incarceration rates were and still are indefensibly 

high, driven significantly by the existence of cash bail, and that many, many people can and 

should be safely at home when they are accused of breaking the law. That being held in jail 

before trial is a big deal and should not be based on your wealth or on whims. 

 

The point of President Trump’s attack on “cashless bail” is to make it harder for 

everyday people to get out of custody after they are arrested, regardless of fairness or 

safety.  

 

We must speak with clarity on matters of justice. For more resources from FWD.us on justice 

click here. 

 

 

 

https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5CbDhLjVLvf1wlaTeijMfIrqAY6LZ5ktzFAfTclEv0Ct7NgmpS4fqiFIh5qEUHdopHLPl61Tegp-TPl3mnQaAhP8mmniGVcEj1K9haB9BhRCq325zg2TtMYA==&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5CdENft0URZRhRWyzoaP1Lkq_auFpAdvIIGGZ0OV4WUPXCDUuqjcgLp79oCLo3HMAKqFAvykn4w_ZBXdu9_NK8piTG48ZV22VIjywTlrRQpXN3oo80Ad_gC3txNghqYptS&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://eyxzds9ab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001TOSrWdMcPIgAoT9rDbAd1CtNFVkjslNAVxFtiZEsV4ywJ1dFNV3QL4s5BaWCeM5CdENft0URZRhRWyzoaP1Lkq_auFpAdvIIGGZ0OV4WUPXCDUuqjcgLp79oCLo3HMAKqFAvykn4w_ZBXdu9_NK8piTG48ZV22VIjywTlrRQpXN3oo80Ad_gC3txNghqYptS&c=KsxXC914OkLjg6Zi58llITxZKoYr80Q2-FdYdQCBTYPjJJ2E1QukXg==&ch=MbCG58ATaTl5CN7I4bAy-1v4r6lenkFtnlgHC0rTKvMe_ScGybyPEQ==
https://www.fwd.us/criminal-justice/national/

