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MESSAGE FROM OUR FOUNDER
This year marked the beginning of  Ocean Music Action,  and what an amazing start :
three days of  activit ies celebrating Earth Day weekend in Houston,  Texas,  including
two sold-out publ ic performances,  one volunteer bayou cleanup organized with the
Buffalo Bayou Partnership ,  and a publ ic lecture at  the Houston Museum of Natural
Science by renowned National  Geographic photographer David Li ittschwager .  These
events were by al l  measures a huge success,  a l lowing us to reach over 250 audience
members and join hands with over 30 volunteers in  helping to clean a local
waterway.  They also provided valuable feedback and guidance as we continue to
plan future Ocean Music Action concerts and community engagement activit ies .

I  am so grateful  to everyone who has helped make the Ocean Music Action dream
become a real ity .  I  want to offer  my deepest gratitude to the incredible women that
make up our board;  our musicians ,  including our student composer col laborators at
Rice University ;  our partner organizations,  who expand our community reach;  and our
audiences,  many of  whom joined us for  our f irst  community Day of  Action.  I  look
forward to more concerts ,  c leanups,  and connection!

With love and gratitude,  

Megan Conley 
President and Founder ,  Ocean Music Action 



OUR ‘WHY’
Mission :  We use the transformat ive power of  mus ic  to promote ocean

conservat ion .  We present  insp ir ing ,  wor ld-c lass  performances  pa ired

with educat iona l  mater ia l s  and vo lunteer  act iv i t ies ,  in  order to bu i ld

community  and connect  aud iences  to loca l  conservat ion ef forts .  

Vision :  We env i s ion a  wor ld  in  which mus ic  br ings  together  community

members  not  jus t  for  a  concert  but  for  the common good.  We see the

power of  mus ic  to transform popular  cu l ture ,  promot ing  ideas  and

pol ic ies  that  va lue people  and p lanet  over  prof i t .  

Values :  Ocean Mus ic  Act ion i s  centered around art i s t i c  exce l lence and

community  serv ice  focused on env ironmenta l  conservat ion .  We stand

aga inst  rac i sm,  and be l ieve that  d ivers i ty  and exce l lence go hand in  hand .

We are committed to work ing  toward a  wor ld  where the p lanet  and a l l

of  i t s  people  are treated as  prec ious .



OUR ARTISTS
Artist Collaborators

Musicians

Janavi Mahimtura Folmsbee

Megan Conley

David Li itschwager

Shawn Conley

Colin Jacobsen

Conservat ion Art i s t  and Wri ter

Harp is t

Photographer ,  Nat iona l  Geograph ic

Bass

Vio l in

Maile Okamura
Dancer ,  Pam Tanowitz  Dance

F lute  and Voca l s

Alex Sopp



OUR PARTNERSHIPS
Ocean Mus ic  Act ion co l laborates  wi th  conservat ion organ izat ions  and

presenters ,  us ing  our  concert  p la t form to support  and ampl i fy  the ir  work .  

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion mus ic ians  Megan Conley ,  Shawn Conley ,  and guest  art i s t  Abe

Lagr imas ,  J r ,  performed for  the opening  of  Backyard Adventures ,  an  interact ive

sc ience exh ib i t  engag ing  guests  wi th  the wonders  found in  the ir  own backyards .

Th is  exh ib i t  serves  to insp ire  the next  generat ion of  c i t i zen sc ient i s t s  whi le

emphas iz ing  the importance of  outdoor act iv i ty  and exp lorat ion .

The Bishop Museum

In  co l laborat ion wi th  the Buffa lo  Bayou Partnersh ip ,  Ocean Mus ic  Act ion

organ ized an Earth Day weekend vo lunteer  c leanup with  Buffa lo  Bayou .  Over

35 community  members  jo ined together  to he lp  rev i ta l i ze  the bayou ,  which

f lows through Houston and down to Ga lveston Bay .

Buffalo Bayou Partnership



Ocean Mus ic  Act ion was  proud to partner  wi th  the Museum for  A Deep

Dive :  Octopus ,  Seahorse ,  Je l l y f i sh  w i th  Dav id  L i i t t schwager .  L i i t t schwager

shared images  and s tor ies  of  h i s  decades  of  exper ience photograph ing

wi ld l i fe ,  answered quest ions ,  and s igned copies  of  h i s  book Octopus ,

Seahorse ,  Je l l y f i sh ,  recent ly  pub l i shed by Nat iona l  Geograph ic .  

Houston Museum of Natural Science

Megan Conley  prov ided beaut i fu l  harp mus ic  for  Malama Mauna lua ’ s  screen ing  of

Chas ing  Cora l ,  a  documentary  that  deta i l s  the mass ive  cora l  b leach ing  events  of  2014-

2017 and serves  as  a  ca l l  to  act ion in  defense of  the wor ld ’ s  ocean ecosystems .  

Mā lama Maunalua

Houston Arboretum & Nature Center

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion presented our f i r s t  ch i ldren ’ s  concert  a t  the

Arboretum.  The program,  Water  in  Harmony ,  inc luded a  nature- insp ired

chamber mus ic  performance ,  a  water-qua l i ty  lesson ,  hands-on art  mak ing ,

and pond-d ipp ing ,  where ch i ldren de l ighted in  d i scover ing  the var iety  of  l i fe

in  a  pond.  We are thr i l led to welcome Arboretum Sen ior  Natura l i s t  and

Ear ly  Chi ldhood Coord inator  Pat t i  Bonnin  to Ocean Mus ic  Act ion as  our

new Educat ion Adv isor .  



On Apr i l  23 ,  the Moody Center  presented Ocean Mus ic  Act ion in  an hour- long

tapestry  of  mus ic ,  ar t ,  and dance featur ing  l i ve  mus ic  performed a longs ide

stunn ing  ocean photography by Nat iona l  Geograph ic ' s  Dav id  L i i t t schwager .  The

mult id i sc ip l inary  showcase featured dancer  Mai le  Okamura as  wel l  as  works

composed and performed by s tudents  from the Shepherd School  of  Mus ic .

Moody Center for the Arts at Rice University

Over three weeks  in  Ju ly ,  members  of  Ocean Mus ic  Act ion worked with

over 150 Usdan s tudents  on themes of  susta inab i l i ty  and cross-d i sc ip l inary

art  mak ing .  Th is  cu lminated in  an or ig ina l  performance ,  premiered in  the

midst  of  a  g loba l  heat  wave ,  that  ce lebrated s tudent- led creat iv i ty  and pa id

tr ibute to the l i fe-g iv ing  powers  of  water  and i t s  ar t i s t i c  potent ia l .

Usdan Summer Camp for the Arts

Rothko Chapel

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion presented our f i r s t  pub l ic  performance at  the Rothko Chapel ,

in  Houston Texas ,  over  Earth Day weekend.  Th is  so ld-out ,  a l  f resco concert  took

place in  front  of  the Chapel  ref lect ing  pool ,  and featured ocean- insp ired mus ic  by

Takemitsu and Debussy ,  accompanied by dancer  Mai le  Okamura .  Artwork by

conservat ion art i s t  J anav i  Mahimtura  was  on v iew,  and p las t ic - free water  was

prov ided by HOW water  company .



2022 FINANCIALS
INCOME EXPENSES



IN THEIR WORDS
Rothko Chapel  comments :

“Beaut i fu l  mus ic  and dance in  a  wonderfu l

outdoor set t ing .  Thank you !”

“Grat i fy ing  exper ience of  beaut i fu l  mus ic

& dance outdoors .  Hope to f ind more l ike

events  in  the future .”  -Rothko Chapel

“Could not  have been more wonderfu l  to

hear  such creat ive  compos i t ions  p layed by

such incred ib le  mus ic ians .”

Moody Center  for  the Arts  comments :

“Everyth ing  was  so great .  The mul t imedia  aspect  of

the concert  was  incred ib le !”

“Truly magical .” 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Advisory BoardMegan Conley

Patti  Bonnin
Crystal  Dawli

Adrienne Correa

Pres ident

Educat ion Adv isor .  Sen ior  Natura l i s t  and

Ear ly  Chi ldhood Coord inator  at  Houston

Arboretum & Nature Center

Vice Pres ident

Sc ience Adv isor .  Professor  of  Env ironmenta l

Sc ience and Pol icy  at  UC Berke ley ;  Founder

and Co-Director  of  Berke ley  Center  for

Ocean Futures

Johnna Gluth
Treasurer

Secretary

Stephanie Bergeron



WITH GRATITUDE
Our work would not  be poss ib le  wi thout  the generous  support  of

our donors .  Thank you so much !

Samira  Bakht iar

Megan Conley

Nancy Conley

Col leen DiFonzo

Janav i  Mahimtura  Fo lmsbee

Mark Gr i f f i th  

Ronda Jones  Lev in

Cather ine Lanter i

Jaye Stepp

Donna and Ken Yanowsk i  

The Kn ights '  Carmela  S .  Hak l i sch Innovat ion Fund Grant

Rice Univers i ty ’ s  Arts  In i t i a t ive  Fund

Individuals

Grants
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