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Ocean Music Action is  dedicated to musical  excel lence and conservation action.
This year marked an important mi lestone:  the premiere of  our f irst  commission,  a
new work by the Syrian composer ,  c lar inetist ,  and educator Kinan Azmeh.
Commissioning composers to create new works for  our ensemble is  a  key part  of
our mission;  in  doing so we grow the repertoire of  music celebrating the
connection of  people and planet ,  as wel l  as supporting a diverse range of  voices ,
Kinan crafted a musical  love letter  to the ocean- a meditat ive journey for  clar inet ,
bass ,  and harp,  with improvisatory sections for  a l l  three instruments .  The premiere
of this  piece took place in Honolulu ,  Hawai i ,  and included an invitat ion to the
audience to write their  own love letter  to the ocean,  result ing in a  col laborative
testament to the deep sense of  connection that so many of  us feel  for  the ocean.  

As Ocean Music Action continues into its  second ful l  year ,  we look forward to
sharing our unique musical  programs with audiences across the country and
encouraging a deeper appreciat ion and connection to our oceans and waterways.  

With deep gratitude,  

Megan Conley 
President and Founder ,  Ocean Music Action 

LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT



OUR ‘WHY’
We use the transformat ive power of  mus ic  to
promote ocean conservat ion .  We present  insp ir ing ,
wor ld-c lass  per formances ,  each pa ired wi th  a
vo lunteer  ac t iv i ty,  to  bu i ld  community  and connec t
aud iences  to loca l  conservat ion ef for ts .

We env i s ion a  wor ld  where mus ic ians  regu lar ly  use
mus ic  to promote env ironmenta l  s tewardsh ip,  br ing
aud iences  together  and bu i ld  las t ing  connec t ions
with in  and across  our  communit ies .

Ocean Mus ic  Ac t ion i s  centered around ar t i s t i c
exce l lence and community  serv ice  focused on
env ironmenta l  conservat ion .  We be l ieve that
d ivers i ty  and exce l lence go hand in  hand .  We are
committed to work ing  toward a  wor ld  where the
p lanet  and a l l  of  i t s  people  are treated as  prec ious .



HOW WE WORK
Music  br ings  people  together.  By  present ing

un ique and engag ing  concer ts ,  we create

memorab le  exper iences  that  connec t  to

people’s  emot ions ,  and he lp  them,  in  turn ,

connec t  and t ake ac t ion in  the ir  loca l

community.  

For  each concer t ,  we par tner  wi th  a  loca l

conservat ion organ iza t ion and use our concer t

p la t form to promote the ir  work ,  organ ize a

community  day  of  ac t ion to bu i ld  the ir

vo lunteer  base ,  and prov ide resources  for

cont inued aud ience par t ic ipa t ion in  loca l

conservat ion ef for ts .  



OUR ARTISTS

Megan Conley

Shawn Conley

Kinan Azmeh

Abe Lagrimas,  Jr

Harpis t

Bass

Clar inet  and Composer

Percuss ion and Ukule le

Colin Jacobsen
Vio l in

Dancer

Maile Okamura



OUR PARTNERSHIPS

Susta inab le  Ocean Al l i ance i s  a  nonprof i t  that  works  to act ivate  young people ,  deve lop

and implement  innovat ive  so lut ions ,  and mobi l i ze  a  g loba l  movement  wi th  the goa l  of

restor ing  the hea l th  of  the ocean in  our  l i fet ime.  Ocean Mus ic  Act ion was  honored to

jo in  the Deep Sea Summit  in  Honolu lu  on Feb 19th ,  ra i s ing  awareness  about  the

potent ia l  damage caused be deep sea  min ing .  

Sustainable Ocean All iance 

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion was  a  featured ensemble of  the Honolu lu  Chamber Mus ic

Ser ies  on Apr i l  18th .  Members  of  the Malama Mauna lua  team at tended the concert ,

shar ing  educat iona l  mater ia l s ,  inc lud ing  l i ve  l imu (seaweed) samples  for  aud ience

members  to see ,  smel l ,  and touch .  Our program inc luded the wor ld  premiere of

K inan Azmeh’s  p iece ‘Dear  Ocean . ’

Honolulu Chamber Music Series (HCMS)

Ocean Mus ic  Ac t ion co l laborates  wi th  cu l tura l  ins t i tut ions ,

env ironmenta l  conservat ion organ iza t ions ,  and ar t i s t s  of  a l l  d i sc ip l ines ,

us ing  our  concer t  p la t form to suppor t  and ampl i f y  our  common purpose .  



Ocean Mus ic  Act ion harp i s t  Megan Conley  performed ‘Voice of  the Forest ’  by

Takuma I toh for  B i shop Museum’s  Kahu l i  Fes t i va l  in  September ,  and returned to

the Museum in  November to perform for  Ce lebrat ing  La Ku ’oko ’a .  Her

performance featured a  new arrangement  by  Hawai ian  composer Le i lehua

Lanza lot t i ,  commiss ioned through a  New Mus ic  USA Creator  Fund Grant .

Bishop Museum

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion harp i s t  Megan Conley  and ce l l i s t  Anna Ca l lner  Pare supported

Yogarden ’s  work and miss ion through a  performance of  ho l iday  mus ic  a t  the

annua l  Yogarden Hol iday  Market .  Th is  susta inab ly- focused market  took p lace on

the Yogarden 7-acre organ ic  farm and featured loca l  ar t i sans ,  farm-to-p late  food,

and nature-based ho l iday  craf ts .

Yogarden

Mā lama Maunalua

Ocean Mus ic  Act ion i s  thr i l led to cont inue our partnersh ip  wi th  Malama

Mauna lua ,  organ iz ing  a  vo lunteer  day  of  act ion in  con junct ion wi th  our  Honolu lu

Chamber Mus ic  Ser ies  concert  in  Apr i l .  Our vo lunteers  removed 1380 lbs  of

invas ive  seaweed,  which was  donated to the loca l  farm Ke ik i  & P low.  



2023 FINANCIALS

EXPENSES PROGRAMS VS OPERATIONSINCOME



IN THE PRESS Star Advertiser,  Apri l  2 2023

High l ight ing  our  Honolu lu  Chamber Mus ic  Ser ies

concer t  and vo lunteer  day,  the Adver t i ser  quoted

bass i s t  Shawn Conley  as  he descr ibed Ocean

Mus ic  Ac t ion :  “The idea was ,  ‘Can we do more

than jus t  p lay ing  mus ic . . .  can we harness  the

power of  that  fee l ing  [when]  you go to a  great

concer t  and i t  f in i shes  and you jus t  want  to hear

more? ’ ”

Is land Scene Magazine,

October 2023

Ocean Mus ic  Ac t ion was  the cover  s tor y  for

HMSA’s  I s l and Scene wi th  an ar t ic le  ent i t led

‘Water  Mus ic ’  tha t  inc luded an interv iew with

OMA founder Megan Conley.  The ar t ic le  i s

ava i l ab le  a t  ht tps : / / i s l andscene .com/water-mus ic .

https://islandscene.com/water-music


By the
Numbers

6      Live Performances

364    Audience Members Reached

1,380  Pounds of invasive seaweed

          removed
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WITH GRATITUDE
Our work would not  be poss ib le  wi thout  the generous  support  of

our donors .  Thank you so much !

Annonymous 

Kar im Al-Zand

Shayna Brown

Megan and Shawn Conley

Dav id  and Martha Hamamoto

Cather ine Lanter i

Susan Metter

L i l y  Pr imus

Gabr ie l le  and Jason Rhodes

Kelsey  Sham 

Fumiko Wel l ington

Bub and Pau let te  Wo

Individuals
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