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Reflections after readin@lorious
Contentment: The Grand Amy of the Republic,
18651900by Stuart McConnell, 1992
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2 would not have been possible without Bud

and Margaret Atkinson, the keepers of the

flame at GAR Museum and Archive. Moty

RAR (KS& LINRPOARS I 00Saa
collection, but they also put the author up at

their home on more than one research trip.

Bud and Margaret saved the Museum in 1958

and their legacy lives on today.

Most of the GAR Museum collection comes from Post 2 that was founded
on October 29, 1866. Post 2 was seen as a leader of charity efforts to aid
Union veterans burned out in Chicago (1871), to aid victims of the
Charlestown earthquake (188&nd to help those flooded out in

Johnstown (1889). They also helped to find jobs for orphans at the state
orpharsChome and sent relief to famine victims in Russia.

The death of a member of Post 2 was marked by symhotionsg

leavinga chair empty in the Post room or a page blank in the minutes,
draping the Post charter in crepe. The Post also paid funeral expenses
YR LINPOPARSR GKS D! wQa FdzySNIXf &SN
services. There was a pharmacy in their Memoridil Ha

The GAR was successful in their efforts to persuade Congress to pass the
Dependent Pension Act of 1890. It provided a limiedvice pension for
veterans, widows and children of deceased veterans of the Civil War, in


mailto:garmuslib1866@gmail.com

which payments were provided without requiring service connection of

the cause of the disability or death.

GAR membership as a whole cut across class boundaries. Anyone who

served honorably in the Union forces could join.

The GAR was successful in getting Memorial Day established to
commemorate the memory of their fallen comrades.

Joe Perry
Presidé&ritibrarian

Please renew your Museum membership! Keep history alive!

11%]

The Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum and Archive is the only museum in th
Philadelphiearea solely dedicated to preserving the history and telling the stotlgeoCivil War.

The collection is recognized for its historical importance and includes numerous artifacts of singular

historical significance. We wish to thank you for your memberahibfinanciakupport
that has given us strength and encouragement as we move forward
In our new and more accessildiestoriclocation.

Your continued membership will help maintain the legacy that has been handed down to u
by the veterans who gave their last full measofalevotion to our country.
If you have not alreadyahe so, fease renew your membership for 202
it is solely through your generous support that we can secure the future of the MRagitection.
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To those who have already renewed, we thagku!

VISIT OUR NEW YOUTUBE CHANNEL

TAKE A SHORT TOUR OF THE MUSEUM AND LISTEN TO HISTOR

PRESENTATIONS
www.youtube.com/@agarmuseum

IAN


http://www.youtube.com/@garmuseum

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBL|
CIVIL WARMUSEUMS. ARCHIVE &
FIRSBUNDAYROGRAMS
JOIN US THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EA
MONTH '
REGULARROGRAMBEGIN AT:00PM

These ard~REE virtugbrograms

UPCOMINGREEEOMMUNITY
PROGRAMS

Sunday, June 2, 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM

Speaker: Historian Hans Myers

G ¢ Ke§acy of the Left aGettysburg: Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, Strongséfin, and the
Abrogation of Historical Truth

It is a story everyone thinks they know: Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain and the 20th Maine stood alone,
against overwhelming odds, and saved the left flank of the Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg on July 2,
1863, on Little Round Top. This story is a lie2ta Maine represented only one part of the total Federal
defense of the left flank. How did myth come to dominate and suppress actual history? Based upon
original primary source material and leogerlooked records, learn how the history of Gettysburgwa
rewritten, and how it can still be saved.

Hans G. Myers is a doctoral student in the department of history at Case Western Reserve University in
Cleveland, Ohio. He studies the history of race and race slavery in British North America and the United
States as a foundation for understanding the @epments which led to the radical transformations of the
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the University of Indianapolis. His first bodke Lion of Round Top: The Life and Military Service of

Brigadier General Strong Vincent in the American Civil Wéar a finalist for the U.S. Army Historical
Foundation Distinguished Writing Awakdisarticle "Some Personal Coloring," in the Gettysburg College
Journal of the Civil War Era's 2020 issue challenged the assertion that Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain was
responsible for the defense of Little Round Top

Please send a request to reserve a virtual seat for this outstanding presentation to
garmuslib1866@gmail.com
The akadline for signingup is Friday, May 31, 2024 at Noon.
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Sunday, Jly 14, 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM

Speakes. HistorianWilliam Peck andAuthor Martha Gold

GCKEOAE 21 NJ {2t RAoBAeEnSYIvamidERIK 86 Ar{ UDtKI@ BIrffoégettable Story
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Featuringresearchfrom the only moderninvestigationoft Sy y a & fstaé systerofsacialrelief,
the{ 2 f RQArhaBRool{SOSprovidesalookat animportant point in CivilWar historyandits
aftermath. Whatbeganasa popularissueof the heartto carefor the orphansof the CivilWarr,
spearheadedy Gov.AndrewCurtin,becamedistorted by the politicsof seltinterest,the
stubbornnes®f inertia, and eventhe simplebut profoundlyunexpectediukesof history. Rockedoy
& (i Rcandabf 1886¢ accusation®f childabuseaswell asunspeakablectsof corruptionturned the
Nationagainstthis philanthropicenterprise.

Ultimately,t Sy y & & fcadofythk & & RokpSaNdvasunique,andone school,ScotlandSchool,
remainedin existenceuntil 2009. Today little remainsof the SOSvriginalpresenceexceptthe many
graduateswvho are a livinglegacyof this benevolentstate programwho serveasa testamentof the
originalvisionof this programin which a grateful state fulfilled their commitmentto carefor the
childrenof its veterans.

William Pecks alay historian associated with Scotland School since the early 60s to the present and
with a continuous line of ancestry 8icotland School graduates that traces to 1899

Martha Goldis coauthor with Dr. O. David Gold PhDoK S / A @A €t 2 NJ { 2f RASNAC
Pennsylvania 1864 1889.

Please send a request to reserve a virtual seat for this outstanding presentation to
garmuslib1866@gmail.com

THERE WILL BE NO PROGRAM IN AUGUST

Sunday, SeptembeB. 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM
Speaker: Local Historian Dan Cashin
G¢KS / AGAf 2 NI bl ge¢

SundayOctober 6 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM
Speaker: Local HistoriaR GAR Museum Research Administrator Walt Lafty
2t RASNRE 2F CIFIAGKY ¢KS [/ KILIXFAYya 2F (GKS |/ AQAf
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Sunday November 32024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM
Speaker: Esteemed Author and Historian Dr. Allen Guelzo

4! y OA SyLincol,IDambétaty y R G KS ! YSNAOIY 9ELISNAYSYIé

ProfessorAllen Guelzo serves as the Thomas W. Smith Distinguished Research &whalaector of

the Initiative on Politics and Statesmanship in the James Madison Program at Princeton UnDersity.

DdzSt la2 yiSa 26F (G KS bl iGA2yQa F2NBY2aid SELISNIa
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer

This program will be broadcast through ZOOMPlease note that participation will be limited to
the first 100 reservation requests.***

Reservations for a seat at our virtggbgramsmay be made by sending a request to
garmuslib1866 @gmail.com

Please make your reservation by the Saturday prior to the program

Email is not monitored on Sunday morning.

For additional First Sund&@ommunityprogramsfrom the Museum, please follow the Museum
websitehttps://garmuslib.org/for information as it becomes available.

2y

GARMUSEUM GIFT MEMBERSHIP

Looking for the ideal gift for someone who has everything? How about giving the gift of Ristoy

A membership in the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum and Arcéoreathing that is
special.

The Museum is the only Civil War research institution in Philadelphia and a treasure house
information found nowhere else.

¢CKS adzaSdzyQa | NIAFIFOGAEZ ftAONINEBES | NOKA@S
understanding of the Civil War era. Only members can get answers to their research question
are submitted via email free of charge.

of

e

a Iy
s that

Membership will help us to preserve the heritage of the men and women who sacrificed their lives

and fortunes to preserve the Union.

So much of our future lies in preserving our past.

Seeour websitewww.garmuslib.ordgo get a look at the Museum and to find a link to PayPal.
We have also attached our membership application.

XXPdOW2S t SNNE
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MUSEUMPEOPLE HAPPENINGS

Museum News XXXXXX by Joe Perry

Annual Membership Meeting

At the January 21, 2024 Annual Membership Meeting President Joe Perry reported that the visits
to the Museum continue to increase. There were two successfpkrson programs that were

also available on Zoom. More are planned this year.

The wheelchair accessible ramp at the front entrance is now available.

Volunteers are needed to open more than our Tuesdays from 11 to 4.

¢ NEFadzNENJ | SND Yl dzZFYlFyQa wSLEZ2NIY

Donations and grants funded ourlfouse programs, catalog computer and filming for our
YouTube channel.

Joe Perry, Herb Kaufman and Kyle Purchase were elected to aydmmederm.

The Board reelected Joe Perry, President; Mike Peter;Rfiegdent; Herb Kaufman, Treasurer
and Kyle Purchase, Secretary

Philadelphia Activities Fund Grant

Thanks to Councilperson Michael Driscoll, atlifee member of the Museum, we now have funds
to defray the cost of our Hmouse Sunday programs. Michael has been an active supporter of the
Museum since our move into his district. His efforts along shstaff members, Margie

Caputo, Tom Forkin and Stan Cywins$lave helped us establish our Museum in the safe and
inviting Holmesburg neighborhood.

MuseumHours

The GAR Museum and Archive is open for visitors and tours following the completion of the
construction of our new accessible first floor bathroom. Our regular hours are Tuesdays from
11:00 am to 4:00 pm, and by appointment. Please visit the Museum websiteore information
about scheduling a visit for tours and research.



YouTube Channel & Diggation

¢KS adzaSdzyQa ,2dz¢dzoS / KFyySfts aD! w adzaSdzy t k
lectures and other interesting presentations. Futlgetures will be added.

The collection catalog is coming soon. It will contain the location of Archive material, unit
histories, GAR Encampment Journadéographical vertical files and artifacts in the Museum. It
will be accessible from our website.

Digitizing our collection is an agoing process soon to be enhadogith the purchase of an
overhead document and book digital scanner.

The Museum continues its commitment to public access and digitizationisThesbest way to
share and preserve our collections.

L¥ @2dz R2y Qi KI @S |, 2dz¢dzoS | OO02dzyid > LJ SI &S
a dza Sdzy Qa LaraxysdEsdptions help the Museum and allow you to always see our
new videos pop up in your feed.

Here is a link tohe latestaddition to the Channgfa! { K2 NIi ¢ 2dzNJ 2 F (0 KS a dz
www.youtube.com/@garmuseum

Research Requests

The Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum's extensive archival and library resources are
highly soughiafter by researchers.

To effectively meet the requests in the overwhelming numbegrofilswe receive and

to providefinancial supporfor the Museumour Volunteer Research Associates and Historians
will work on GAR members' requests oyan-members will be asked to beconaemember
before theresearchwork begins.

Research will be limited to information relevant to GAR Post records and histories, records related
to the other Allied Orders of the GASuch as the Ladies of the GAR or Daughters of the Union
Veterans of the Civil War, etc., and military records for Civil War veterans, when pod&ble.

cannot conduct family/ancestral genealogy research.


https://d.docs.live.net/58e64f33165e85c5/Documents/GAR%20Scout%20-%20COPIED/www.youtube.com/@garmuseum

Call for Volunteers

One of the benefits the Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Archive provides is the
opportunity to volunteer. Volunteers are a necessary and desirable part of the museum
workforce. They expand our ability to do good work that reaches others.

Benefits of volunteering
1 Provides you with a sense of purpose
1 Provides a sense of community
1 Helps you meet new friends
1 Improves selesteem
1 Teaches you valuable skills
1 Provides job prospects
17 LGQa FdzyH
T You can make a difference.

If you are interested inolunteering at the Museum, 8110 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19136, please contact us garmuslib1866@gmail.coor talk directly to one of our Board
members.

d/ 2V VSOl A Y BampdgRCoritinlzésftorBenefit the Museum
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YouTube Channel and Websitdedia exposure to the widest possible audience will bring the
public closer to the Museum.

Thank you for donating to the Campaign!

Kammal Baker * John Beck * Richard & Carol Bennis
MichaelBorish * Dan Cashin * Edward Chambliss
Tedd Cocker * Gregory Coleman * Frank Czeiner

Steven Decker * Ed Duffy * Marilyn Goutmann

Ellen Higgins * Holmesburg Civic Association * Carol Ingald
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Gary Kaplan * General Meade Society of Philadelphia
Herb Kaufmari Edward Mikus
Military Order of the Loyal Legion
Randall Miller *Joe Perry Rajan Ramanujam
Walter Stewart* Michelle Wallenta

Jeffrey & Kim Williamson * Steve Wright

MuseumPeople

On April 2Mary Wible and Walt Laftyffered a presentation for the G.A.R. Civil War Museum for
the Artisans OrdeiMutual Protection Association in N.E. Philadelphia. It incluateoverview of

the G.A.R., the museum, and the Allied Orders of the G.A.R. who carry on their Tedgacy.
artisans plan omosting the visit to their Facebook page.

As a member of th&ucks

County Genealogical Society,

Mary Wible attended their

recent meeting at Bristol

Township to help with Civil War
research.While there Mary

was able to help a man find his
yOSaid2NRa LISyaai?
al NBEQa LK2G2 ¢l &
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Mary Wiblehas initiateda new column foffhe GAR ScoSty G A G f SR a! yOSad 2 NJ
will include the titlesand reviewof books thatmention the ancestors of Tent 58 sisters from the
DUVCWEFor the first installment, see page8-24.



On April 6, Mary Ann and John Hartregtended

a Civil War encampment at thigerks County
Heritage Center. The program on a nice but
chilly dayincluded a talk on General Hartranft
and one on the Exter Train WredWary Ann
notes that the Park is packed with historic sites,
and they plan on going back.

In recent monthsGAR Museum membeswho are also members of the Delaware Valley CWRT
have offeredree Zoom lectures under the auspices of the Del Val CWRgrams have been
presented by HertKaufman@ [ AG Gt S w2 dzy R), T RLY PKZPZG& | 6EHRKE RA
[ KFLIX FAya 27F iRKSY I/ AKZEAS Sy {NEIOND F ohe DISighetdH S | NI
| SNRE O O

Mary Wible and Walt Laftigave continued their GAR Museum Speaker Presentations to rave
reviews around the area. In recemionthsthey have spoken to the senior groups at St. Ephrem,
All Saints Episcopal, N.E. Council of Seniors, and Salem Harbor, &emaoug other groupsThe
duo was also highlighted in the January 10 issue of the Northeast Times of Philadelphia
newspaperPhoto was shared by Andy Waskie.

10



Programs
Sunday, January 14, 2024

G5dzStas> C22ftas U NWDAfFO2 dzNBRNBT &
Presented by Herb Kaufman, Museum Curator and Treasurer

Strangebut true; this axiom was never more relevant than when describing &
manyof the unusual and extraordinary occurrences during the four years of &
the Civil War. While much of our history is dominated by the miagdtles,
such as Gettysburg, and biographies of the key commanders, s&taas
and Lee, the four years of the Civil War also included a significant number o
strange and highlynusual personalities and incidents that have generally
escaped modern discussion.

This presentation focused on usual and often controversial incidents and events. Topics included the
fascinating story of murder and deceit of the incredible General Daniel E. Sickles, the strange case of
Ulric Dahlgrerand the plot to kill the Confederate President, the spy who was hung twice and buried
in three places, dueling generataurders, the plot to burn New York, sensational trials, and the

stories of eccentric and unusual genalities and events.

Sunday, February 4, 2024

~ ~ Ve A~
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Presented byames Paradis PR |
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This presentation examimkthe black residents of the town who lived i i'l 1
G2y GKS FlrdzZ d tAySé¢ o0SGsSSy afl 1
battle on them. Paradis gavan account of the unheralded, but =g
important, part played by the thousands of African Americans who
accompanied both armies to the battlefieltHe also toldhe little-
known story of Black volunteers from Pennsylvania who engaged the
Southern invaders in combat during the invasion. Finally, the response é)
African Americans who came forward during the aftermatihef battle was
considered. [Photosourcelinkedin.com]
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Presentedby Prof. NilgunrAnadolu-Okur, Temple University

Harriet Tubman has been known by maramesg Araminta, Moses,
conductor, secret agent, spy, scout, and nurse. Throughout her life she \’
made numerous sacrifices to help enslaved people reach freedom. Harriet
Tubman is the classic icon of not only the Black freedom movement, but the ™
SLIAO aevyozt 2F ! YSNAOI yaQ LJzNA dzA G YRSLISYF
NPEES Y2RSt F2NJ SOSNE ! YSNAOIY gK2 f20Sa f A0SN
lecture narrat@la 0 F 3Sa 2F ¢dzoYlFIyQa fAFTSQa 2NJ X KSNI TN
Raiload, while tracing her dangerous voyages, from Maryland to Philadelphia, towards her ultimate
RSaldAylrGAzys {Gd /T GKSNAYSQas Ay /[yl RI®

Sunday, April 7, 2024

NI VR ! Ny¥é 2F GKS wSLJzf A0
Presentedby KylePurchase, imperson and via Zoom

Thispresentation covesd the history, influe}nce/impact, and purpose é
of the Grand Army of the Republic (G AR)KS | YA Z2ZY @S
organization which existed for 90 years from April 18B86igust 1956. It .
also coveedthe auxiliary organizations of the Grand Army of the Republic
that are still active todayas well as the work and activities that these

organizations do. The program also highleghGAR posts in Philadelphif?hoto source Waltafty]

SundayMay 5, 2024¢ 1:00 PM via ZOOM

aThe Fight Against Jim Crow and the Grand Army of the Repgiblic
Preented byDr. Stephen A. Goldman

In this presentation, Dr. Stephen A. Goldman detdilow Union veterans
assumed critical interconnected roles as moral godtical forces,

LI NIIA Odzf N @8 OGKNRdzZAK (GKS DNJI yR !
prominent biracial postwar organization. tdéso showedow they fought
bigotry and racism in two major areas as Jim Crow took hold on both sides
the MasonDixon lineg quality public education, and social equality. Avowedly
apolitical, the GAR nonetheless remained a stalwart bloc in support of landmark
Republican initiatives on behalf of African Americans after the end of Reconstruction.
[Photo sourceq www.stephenagoldmanmd.com
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MuseumVisitors
OArchive Ancestors X X X Xt&xt and photdby Mary Wible

tKS2QNB ol Ol @ ¢tK2aS /AQGAET 2N IyOSaid2NaR Ay
descendants.

Meet Sergeant John Spink, Co. K, 72nd PA Infantry, known as Baxter's Philadelphia Fire Zouaves.
He later joined the 2nd Battalion, V.R.C.

Cousins Barbara Boston, Thomas Young and Jim Fitzpatrick met me at the GAR Civil War Museur

YR ! NOKAGS F2NJ I (2dzNW® 2S GKSY LINRPOSSRSR
great grandfather, John Spink.

They were excited to see his name listed in the GAR Post 63 Gen. D. B. Birney Descriptive Book.
W2KyQa SYyaNk |faz2 fAaiSR KAa Aya2daNRSa Id !yl
mentioned in his pension papers.

Barbara joined the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Tent 58, Mary Morris Husband,
PA, to honor Sgt. John Spink and her other great, great grandfather 1st Sgt. Joseph Hager, Sr. Co
F, 98th PAnfantry. She joins several other sisters from Tent 58 who are also members of the
museum.

Stop by to visit us if you have an ancestor who fought for the Union. You never know who might
be waiting for you in our archive.

The Spink Cousingeft to right - Jim Fitzpatrick, Barbara Boston and Tom Young.
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Civil War Round Table @éastern Pennsylvania

Walt Laftyconducted a special opening and tour of the GAR Museum & Archive on April 27 for
the Civil War Round Table of Eastern®alta K NSa GKFdG adKSe& | NB |
peopleg and that he really enjoyed théme spent with them at the Museum.

TheRound Tablewhich is headquartered in Allentown, P&ported on thegroup® visit to the
Museumin their June 2024 newster. The fdlowingarticle and phot are eproduced here,
coutesy of the newslettepof the Civil War Round Table of EastBennswania, IncThey also
reference the coll®doration of he GAR Mseum & Achivein procuring theCaptainlonathan
TaylorSword that will be permanenty housedhere in PhiladelphiaYou cameaddetailedarticles
about thework done by the Roundiable and the Museum in preserving the sword in the Summer
2023(September 2023ndWinter 20232024 (January 2024) issues of thand ArmyScout
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The G.A.R. Museum and Library contains an extensive collection of Civil War artifacts, batﬂ‘e relics
personal memorabilia, paintings, documents, and photographs initially assembled by veter

who formed Post 2 of the Grand Army of the Republic. It isrttyemuseum in Philadelphia
dedicated to the history of the Civil War erand, eventually, will become the permanent home
[ FLIGIFAY ¢lFef2NRa ag2NRD
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(standingsecond from right) served as tour guide for a recent visit by Round Table members.

[Reprinted ourtesy of the CWRT of East&tA]

We thank theEastern PRound Tabléor arranging the visit and fgoromoting the GAR Museum
& Archive to their membershlip

The Talor Sword
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Museum MembersAt Home,Out, and About

Community Outreach

Mary Wible Walt Lafty and Bryan Sigmund collaborated @heautiful, artisticposter to help
publicize theMuseum. When advertisingraipcomingpromotional program, itcan be updated
withd KS 3INR dzLIQA Y I YS |y Rorgahizat®xfor ladidrtising pBpbsest S v
Kudos to Walt, Mary, and Bryan for this fastic artwork!
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