
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the President é. 
 

Reflections after reading Glorious 
Contentment: The Grand Amy of the Republic, 
1865-1900 by Stuart McConnell, 1992 
  
¢ƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ D!w tƻǎǘ 
2 would not have been possible without Bud 
and Margaret Atkinson, the keepers of the 
flame at GAR Museum and Archive. Not only 
ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ 
collection, but they also put the author up at 
their home on more than one research trip.  
Bud and Margaret saved the Museum in 1958 
and their legacy lives on today. 

 
Most of the GAR Museum collection comes from Post 2 that was founded 
on October 29, 1866.  Post 2 was seen as a leader of charity efforts to aid 
Union veterans burned out in Chicago (1871), to aid victims of the 
Charlestown earthquake (1886), and to help those flooded out in 
Johnstown (1889). They also helped to find jobs for orphans at the state 
orphansΩ home and sent relief to famine victims in Russia. 
 
The death of a member of Post 2 was marked by symbolic actions ς 
leaving a chair empty in the Post room or a page blank in the minutes, 
draping the Post charter in crepe.  The Post also paid funeral expenses 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ D!wΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ tƻǎǘ н ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
services.  There was a pharmacy in their Memorial Hall. 
  
The GAR was successful in their efforts to persuade Congress to pass the 
Dependent Pension Act of 1890.  It provided a limited-service pension for 
veterans, widows and children of deceased veterans of the Civil War, in 
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which payments were provided without requiring service connection of 
the cause of the disability or death.  
 
GAR membership as a whole cut across class boundaries.  Anyone who 
served honorably in the Union forces could join. 
 
The GAR was successful in getting Memorial Day established to 
commemorate the memory of their fallen comrades.   

       Joe Perry 

President & Librarian 

 

 
Please renew your Museum membership! Keep history alive! 

 
The Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum and Archive is the only museum in the 

Philadelphia area solely dedicated to preserving the history and telling the story of the Civil War.  
The collection is recognized for its historical importance and includes numerous artifacts of singular 

historical significance. We wish to thank you for your membership and financial support  
that has given us strength and encouragement as we move forward  

in our new and more accessible historic location. 
 

Your continued membership will help maintain the legacy that has been handed down to us  
by the veterans who gave their last full measure of devotion to our country.  
If you have not already done so, please renew your membership for 2024. 

it is solely through your generous support that we can secure the future of the MuseumΩs collection.  
 

To those who have already renewed, we thank you! 
  

 

VISIT OUR NEW YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

TAKE A SHORT TOUR OF THE MUSEUM AND LISTEN TO HISTORIAN 
PRESENTATIONS 

www.youtube.com/@garmuseum 
 

 
 

http://www.youtube.com/@garmuseum
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GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
CIVIL WAR MUSEUM & ARCHIVE 

FIRST SUNDAY PROGRAMS 

JOIN US THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH 

MONTH 

REGULAR PROGRAMS BEGIN AT 1:00PM 

 

These are FREE virtual programs  
 

 
UPCOMING FREE COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS 

 
Sunday, June 2, 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM 
Speaker: Historian Hans Myers 
ά¢ƘŜ [egacy of the Left at Gettysburg: Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, Strong Vincent, and the 
Abrogation of Historical Truthέ  
 
It is a story everyone thinks they know: Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain and the 20th Maine stood alone, 
against overwhelming odds, and saved the left flank of the Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg on July 2, 
1863, on Little Round Top. This story is a lie: the 20th Maine represented only one part of the total Federal 
defense of the left flank. How did myth come to dominate and suppress actual history? Based upon 
original primary source material and long-overlooked records, learn how the history of Gettysburg was 
rewritten, and how it can still be saved. 
  
Hans G. Myers is a doctoral student in the department of history at Case Western Reserve University in 
Cleveland, Ohio. He studies the history of race and race slavery in British North America and the United 
States as a foundation for understanding the developments which led to the radical transformations of the 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊΦ IŜ ƘƻƭŘǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ƘƛŜƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ όΨмфύ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀǇƻƭƛǎ 
όΨнмύΦ aȅŜǊǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ DŜǊŀƭŘ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƧƻǊƛŜ aƻǊƎŀƴ DǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ in History at 
the University of Indianapolis. His first book, The Lion of Round Top: The Life and Military Service of 
Brigadier General Strong Vincent in the American Civil War, was a finalist for the U.S. Army Historical 
Foundation Distinguished Writing Award. His article "Some Personal Coloring," in the Gettysburg College 
Journal of the Civil War Era's 2020 issue challenged the assertion that Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain was 
responsible for the defense of Little Round Top. 
 

Please send a request to reserve a virtual seat for this outstanding presentation to  
garmuslib1866@gmail.com 

The deadline for signing-up is Friday, May 31, 2024 at Noon. 
 
 

about:blank
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Sunday, July 14, 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM 
Speakers: Historian William Peck and Author Martha Gold 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ hǊǇƘŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ of Pennsylvania Est. 1864 ς An Untold, Unforgettable Story 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊέ   
 
Featuring research from the only modern investigation of tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ state system of social relief, 
the {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ Orphan Schools (SOS) provides a look at an important point in Civil War history and its 
aftermath.  What began as a popular issue of the heart to care for the orphans of the Civil War, 
spearheaded by Gov. Andrew Curtin, became distorted by the politics of self-interest, the 
stubbornness of inertia, and even the simple but profoundly unexpected flukes of history. Rocked by 
άǘƘŜ Scandal of 1886,έ accusations of child abuse as well as unspeakable acts of corruption turned the 
Nation against this philanthropic enterprise.   
 
Ultimately, tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀΩǎ care of the ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ orphans was unique, and one school, Scotland School, 
remained in existence until 2009.  Today, little remains of the SOS original presence except the many 
graduates who are a living legacy of this benevolent state program who serve as a testament of the 
original vision of this program in which a grateful state fulfilled their commitment to care for the 
children of its veterans. 
 
 

William Peck is a lay historian associated with Scotland School since the early 60s to the present and 
with a continuous line of ancestry of Scotland School graduates that traces to 1899.  
 
Martha Gold is co-author with Dr. O. David Gold PhD of ¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ hǊǇƘŀƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƻŦ 
Pennsylvania 1864 ς 1889.  
 

Please send a request to reserve a virtual seat for this outstanding presentation to  
garmuslib1866@gmail.com 

 
 

 

THERE WILL BE NO PROGRAM IN AUGUST 
 
 
Sunday, September 8. 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM 
Speaker: Local Historian Dan Cashin 
ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ bŀǾȅέ 
 
 
Sunday, October 6. 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM 
Speaker: Local Historian & GAR Museum Research Administrator Walt Lafty 
ά{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊέ 
 
 
 

about:blank
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Sunday, November 3, 2024, 1:00 pm via ZOOM 
Speaker: Esteemed Author and Historian Dr. Allen Guelzo 
ά!ƴŎƛŜƴǘ CŀƛǘƘΥ Lincoln, Democracy ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘέ 
 
Professor Allen Guelzo serves as the Thomas W. Smith Distinguished Research Scholar and Director of 
the Initiative on Politics and Statesmanship in the James Madison Program at Princeton University. Dr, 
DǳŜƭȊƻ ƛǎ άάƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ 9ǊŀέΤ 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer 
 
This program will be broadcast through ZOOM. ***Please note that participation will be limited to 
the first 100 reservation requests.*** 
 
Reservations for a seat at our virtual programs may be made by sending a request to 
garmuslib1866@gmail.com. 
Please make your reservation by the Saturday prior to the program. 
Email is not monitored on Sunday morning. 
 
For additional First Sunday Community programs from the Museum, please follow the Museum 
website https://garmuslib.org/ for information as it becomes available. 
 

 
GAR MUSEUM GIFT MEMBERSHIP 

 

Looking for the ideal gift for someone who has everything? How about giving the gift of history? 
A membership in the Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum and Archive is something that is 

special. 
 

The Museum is the only Civil War research institution in Philadelphia and a treasure house of 
information found nowhere else. 

 
¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎΣ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

understanding of the Civil War era.  Only members can get answers to their research questions that 
are submitted via email free of charge. 

 
Membership will help us to preserve the heritage of the men and women who sacrificed their lives 

and fortunes to preserve the Union. 
 

So much of our future lies in preserving our past. 
 

See our website www.garmuslib.org to get a look at the Museum and to find a link to PayPal.   
We have also attached our membership application. 

 
                                                                                 ΧΧΦΦWƻŜ tŜǊǊȅ 

 

mailto:garmuslib1866@gmail.com
https://garmuslib.org/
about:blank
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MUSEUM PEOPLE & HAPPENINGS 
 

Museum News                                        ΧΧΧΧΧΧ by Joe Perry 
 
Annual Membership Meeting 
 

At the January 21, 2024 Annual Membership Meeting President Joe Perry reported that the visits 
to the Museum continue to increase. There were two successful in-person programs that were 
also available on Zoom.  More are planned this year. 
 
The wheelchair accessible ramp at the front entrance is now available. 
 
Volunteers are needed to open more than our Tuesdays from 11 to 4. 
 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ IŜǊō YŀǳŦƳŀƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΥ 
Donations and grants funded our in-house programs, catalog computer and filming for our 
YouTube channel. 
  
Joe Perry, Herb Kaufman and Kyle Purchase were elected to a three-year term. 
 
The Board reelected Joe Perry, President; Mike Peter, Vice-President; Herb Kaufman, Treasurer 
and Kyle Purchase, Secretary. 
 

 
Philadelphia Activities Fund Grant 
 

Thanks to Councilperson Michael Driscoll, a life-time member of the Museum, we now have funds 
to defray the cost of our in-house Sunday programs.  Michael has been an active supporter of the 
Museum since our move into his district.  His efforts along with his staff members, Margie 
Caputo, Tom Forkin and Stan Cywinski,  have helped us establish our Museum in the safe and 
inviting Holmesburg neighborhood. 
 
 

Museum Hours   
 
The GAR Museum and Archive is open for visitors and tours following the completion of the 
construction of our new accessible first floor bathroom. Our regular hours are Tuesdays from 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm, and by appointment. Please visit the Museum website for more information 
about scheduling a visit for tours and research. 
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YouTube Channel & Digitization 
 
¢ƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΣ άD!w aǳǎŜǳƳ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀέΣ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
lectures and other interesting presentations.  Future lectures will be added. 
 
The collection catalog is coming soon. It will contain the location of Archive material, unit 
histories, GAR Encampment Journals, biographical vertical files and artifacts in the Museum.  It 
will be accessible from our website. 
 
Digitizing our collection is an on-going process soon to be enhanced with the purchase of an 
overhead document and book digital scanner. 
 
The Museum continues its commitment to public access and digitization. This is the best way to 
share and preserve our collections. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭΦ  LǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΦ All subscriptions help the Museum and allow you to always see our 
new videos pop up in your feed. 
 
Here is a link to the latest addition to the Channel ς ά! {ƘƻǊǘ ¢ƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΦέ 
 www.youtube.com/@garmuseum 

 
  

Research Requests  
 
The Grand Army of the Republic Civil War Museum's extensive archival and library resources are 
highly sought-after by researchers.  
 
To effectively meet the requests in the overwhelming number of emails we receive and 
to provide financial support for the Museum, our Volunteer Research Associates and Historians 
will work on GAR members' requests only. Non-members will be asked to become a member 
before the research work begins. 
 
Research will be limited to information relevant to GAR Post records and histories, records related 
to the other Allied Orders of the GAR, such as the Ladies of the GAR or Daughters of the Union 
Veterans of the Civil War, etc., and military records for Civil War veterans, when possible. We 
cannot conduct family/ancestral genealogy research. 

 
 
 
 

https://d.docs.live.net/58e64f33165e85c5/Documents/GAR%20Scout%20-%20COPIED/www.youtube.com/@garmuseum
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Call for Volunteers 
 
One of the benefits the Grand Army of the Republic Museum and Archive provides is the 
opportunity to volunteer. Volunteers are a necessary and desirable part of the museum 
workforce. They expand our ability to do good work that reaches others. 
 

Benefits of volunteering 

¶ Provides you with a sense of purpose 

¶ Provides a sense of community 

¶ Helps you meet new friends 

¶ Improves self-esteem 

¶ Teaches you valuable skills 

¶ Provides job prospects 

¶ LǘΩǎ ŦǳƴΗ 

¶ You can make a difference.  

 
If you are interested in volunteering at the Museum, 8110 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 

19136, please contact us at garmuslib1866@gmail.com or talk directly to one of our Board 
members. 

 
 

ά/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎέ Campaign Continues to Benefit the Museum     
 
¢ƘŜ CǳƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦǊŀȅ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƭƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
YouTube Channel and Website. Media exposure to the widest possible audience will bring the 
public closer to the Museum.    

 
                                                   Thank you for donating to the Campaign! 
 

Kammal Baker * John Beck * Richard & Carol Bennis 
 

Michael Borish * Dan Cashin * Edward Chambliss 
 

Tedd Cocker * Gregory Coleman * Frank Czeiner 
 

Steven Decker * Ed Duffy * Marilyn Goutmann 
 

Ellen Higgins * Holmesburg Civic Association * Carol Ingald 
 

mailto:garmuslib1866@gmail.com
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Gary Kaplan * General Meade Society of Philadelphia 
 

Herb Kaufman * Edward Mikus  
 

 Military Order of the Loyal Legion 
 

Randall Miller * Joe Perry * Rajan Ramanujam  
 

Walter Stewart * Michelle Wallenta  
 

 Jeffrey & Kim Williamson * Steve Wright 
 

  
  

 
Museum People 
 

On April 29 Mary Wible and Walt Lafty offered a presentation for the G.A.R. Civil War Museum for 
the Artisans Order-Mutual Protection Association in N.E. Philadelphia. It included an overview of 
the G.A.R., the museum, and the Allied Orders of the G.A.R. who carry on their legacy. The 
artisans plan on posting the visit to their Facebook page. 

 

As a member of the Bucks 
County Genealogical Society, 
Mary Wible attended their 
recent meeting at Bristol 
Township to help with Civil War 
research.  While there Mary 
was able to help a man find his 
ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǇŀǇŜǊǎΦ 
aŀǊȅΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ CŀŎebook page. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mary Wible has initiated a new column for The GAR Scout ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά!ƴŎŜǎǘƻǊ .ƻƻƪ /ƭǳōέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
will include the titles and review of books that mention the ancestors of Tent 58 sisters from the 
DUVCW. For the first installment, see pages 23-24. 
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On April 6, Mary Ann and John Hartner attended 
a Civil War encampment at the Berks County 
Heritage Center. The program on a nice but 
chilly day included a talk on General Hartranft 
and one on the Exter Train Wreck. Mary Ann 
notes that the Park is packed with historic sites, 
and they plan on going back.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
In recent months GAR Museum members ς who are also members of the Delaware Valley CWRT ς 
have offered free Zoom lectures under the auspices of the Del Val CWRT.  Programs have been 
presented by Herb Kaufman (ά[ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻǳƴŘ ¢ƻǇΥ ²Ƙƻ /ŀǊŜǎΚέ),  ²ŀƭǘ [ŀŦǘȅ όά{ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ƻŦ CŀƛǘƘΥ The 
/ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊέύΣ ŀƴŘ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ {ƘŀǊŀŦ όάDŜƻǊƎŜ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ /ǳǎǘŜǊΥ The Maligned 
IŜǊƻέύΦ 
 
Mary Wible and Walt Lafty have continued their GAR Museum Speaker Presentations to rave 
reviews around the area. In recent months they have spoken to the senior groups at St. Ephrem, 
All Saints Episcopal, N.E. Council of Seniors, and Salem Harbor Seniors, among other groups. The 
duo was also highlighted in the January 10 issue of the Northeast Times of Philadelphia 
newspaper. Photo was shared by Andy Waskie. 
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Programs 
 

Sunday, January 14, 2024 
 
ά5ǳŜƭǎΣ CƻƻƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǳƴŘǊŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊέ 
Presented by Herb Kaufman, Museum Curator and Treasurer 
 
Strange but true; this axiom was never more relevant than when describing 
many of the unusual and extraordinary occurrences during the four years of 
the Civil War. While much of our history is dominated by the major battles, 
such as Gettysburg, and biographies of the key commanders, such as Grant 
and Lee, the four years of the Civil War also included a significant number of 
strange and highly unusual personalities and incidents that have generally 
escaped modern discussion. 
 
This presentation focused on usual and often controversial incidents and events. Topics included the 
fascinating story of murder and deceit of the incredible General Daniel E. Sickles, the strange case of 
Ulric Dahlgren and the plot to kill the Confederate President, the spy who was hung twice and buried 
in three places, dueling generals, murders, the plot to burn New York, sensational trials, and the 
stories of eccentric and unusual personalities and events. 
 
                                     

Sunday, February 4, 2024 
 

ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΥ ¢ƘŜ aŀƴȅ ²ŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ 
!ŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ²ŜǊŜ !ŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ DŜǘǘȅǎōǳǊƎ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴέ  
Presented by James Paradis       
 
This presentation examined the black residents of the town who lived 
άƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ƭƛƴŜέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
battle on them.  Paradis gave an account of the unheralded, but 
important, part played by the thousands of African Americans who 
accompanied both armies to the battlefield.  He also told the little-
known story of Black volunteers from Pennsylvania who engaged the 
Southern invaders in combat during the invasion.  Finally, the response of 
African Americans who came forward during the aftermath of the battle was 
considered.                                                                               [Photo source linkedin.com] 
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Sunday, March 3, 2024 - ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎΩ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ aƻƴǘƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
 
άIŀǊǊƛŜǘ ¢ǳōƳŀƴέ  
Presented by Prof. Nilgun Anadolu-Okur, Temple University 
 

Harriet Tubman has been known by many names ς Araminta, Moses, 
conductor, secret agent, spy, scout, and nurse. Throughout her life she 
made numerous sacrifices to help enslaved people reach freedom. Harriet 
Tubman is the classic icon of not only the Black freedom movement, but the 
ŜǇƛŎ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΩ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻƭŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅΣ ƘŜǊƻƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴƘƻƻŘΦ 5ǊΦ hƪǳǊΩǎ ǎƭƛŘŜ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
lecture narrated ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ¢ǳōƳŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
Railroad, while tracing her dangerous voyages, from Maryland to Philadelphia, towards her ultimate 
ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ǘΦ /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜΩǎΣ ƛƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ  

 
Sunday, April 7, 2024  
 
άDǊŀƴŘ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ !ǳȄƛƭƛŀǊȅ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎέ   
Presented by Kyle Purchase, in-person and via Zoom 

 
This presentation covered the history, influence/impact, and purpose 
of the Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) - ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ 
organization which existed for 90 years from April 1866 - August 1956. It 
also covered the auxiliary organizations of the Grand Army of the Republic 
that are still active today, as well as the work and activities that these 
organizations do. The program also highlighted GAR posts in Philadelphia.  [Photo source Walt Lafty] 

 
 
Sunday, May 5, 2024 ς 1:00 PM via ZOOM  
 
άThe Fight Against Jim Crow and the Grand Army of the Republicέ 
Presented by Dr. Stephen A. Goldman 
 
In this presentation, Dr. Stephen A. Goldman detailed how Union veterans 
assumed critical interconnected roles as moral and political forces, 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ !ǊƳȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
prominent biracial postwar organization. He also showed how they fought 
bigotry and racism in two major areas as Jim Crow took hold on both sides of 
the Mason-Dixon line ς quality public education, and social equality. Avowedly 
apolitical, the GAR nonetheless remained a stalwart bloc in support of landmark 
Republican initiatives on behalf of African Americans after the end of Reconstruction. 
[Photo source ς www.stephenagoldmanmd.com] 

www.stephenagoldmanmd.com
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Museum Visitors  
 
άArchive Ancestorsέ   ΧΧΧΧΧ text and photo by Mary Wible 
   
¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŀŎƪΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
descendants. 
 
Meet Sergeant John Spink, Co. K, 72nd PA Infantry, known as Baxter's Philadelphia Fire Zouaves. 
He later joined the 2nd Battalion, V.R.C. 
 
Cousins Barbara Boston, Thomas Young and Jim Fitzpatrick met me at the GAR Civil War Museum 
ŀƴŘ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƻǳǊΦ  ²Ŝ ǘƘŜƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IǳƎƘ .ƻȅƭŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜ ǘƻ άƳŜŜǘέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ 
great grandfather, John Spink.   
 
They were excited to see his name listed in the GAR Post 63 Gen. D. B. Birney Descriptive Book.  
WƻƘƴΩǎ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀǘ !ƴǘƛŜǘŀƳΣ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪǎōǳǊƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tŜŀŎƘ hǊŎƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ±! ŀǎ 
mentioned in his pension papers. 
 
Barbara joined the Daughters of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Tent 58, Mary Morris Husband, 
PA, to honor Sgt. John Spink and her other great, great grandfather 1st Sgt. Joseph Hager, Sr. Co. 
F, 98th PA Infantry. She joins several other sisters from Tent 58 who are also members of the 
museum. 
 
Stop by to visit us if you have an ancestor who fought for the Union.  You never know who might 
be waiting for you in our archive.  
 

 
The Spink Cousins - left to right - Jim Fitzpatrick, Barbara Boston and Tom Young. 
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Civil War Round Table of Eastern Pennsylvania    
 
Walt Lafty conducted  a special opening and tour of the GAR Museum & Archive on April 27 for 
the Civil War Round Table of Eastern PA. Walt ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 
people,έ and that he really enjoyed the time spent with them at the Museum. 
 

 
 
 

The Round Table, which is headquartered in Allentown, PA, reported on the groupΩs visit to the 
Museum in their June 2024 newsletter. The following article and photo are reproduced here, 
courtesy of the newsletter of the Civil War Round Table of Eastern Pennsylvania, Inc. They also 
reference the collaboration of the GAR Museum & Archive in procuring the Captain Jonathan 
Taylor Sword that will be permanently housed here in Philadelphia. You can read detailed articles 
about the work done by the Round Table and the Museum in preserving the sword in the Summer 
2023 (September 2023) and Winter 2023-2024 (January 2024) issues of the Grand Army Scout. 
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The G.A.R. Museum and Library contains an extensive collection of Civil War artifacts, battle relics, 
personal memorabilia, paintings, documents, and photographs initially assembled by veterans 
who formed Post 2 of the Grand Army of the Republic. It is the only museum in Philadelphia 
dedicated to the history of the Civil War eraτand, eventually, will become the permanent home of 
/ŀǇǘŀƛƴ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ǎǿƻǊŘΦ  
 

 
DΦ!ΦwΦ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ /ƛǾƛƭ ²ŀǊ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘΣ ²ŀƭǘ [ŀŦǘȅ 

(standing second from right) served as tour guide for a recent visit by Round Table members. 
[Reprinted courtesy of the CWRT of Eastern PA] 

 

 
We thank the Eastern PA Round Table for arranging the visit and for promoting the GAR Museum 
& Archive to their membership!    
 

The Taylor Sword  
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Museum Members At Home, Out, and About 
 

Community Outreach 
 
Mary Wible, Walt Lafty, and Bryan Sigmund collaborated on a beautiful, artistic poster  to help 
publicize the Museum. When advertising an upcoming promotional program, it  can be updated 
with ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ organization for advertising purposes. 
Kudos to Walt, Mary, and Bryan for this fantastic artwork! 

 

 


