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Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and 

Happy New Year to all our members and 

friends 
 

 

From the President é. 
 

 
άCŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ ς Abraham Lincoln 
 

From War Matters. Material Culture in the Civil 
War Era edited by Joan E. Cashin. The 
University of North Carolina Press, 2018 
 
ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŀǊ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŦŜǿ 
objects are as powerful as war relics when it 
comes to preserving or releasing memory.  
 

ΧǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ 
explain, remark on, interpret or complain about, we would stop talking. 
We would become as mute as things are alleged to be.   
 
Once they are put into circulation, objects consort with people on both 
sides of any political divide; their makers cannot control how they will be 
used or by whom. 
 
Artifacts present a view to the past. 
 
ΧǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
experience and establish dominion over time itself. 
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