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This is one of the many poetic names for winning hands in Mah Jong. 

Gerry, our inscrutable guru will guide new players through the intricacies 

of this somewhat mysterious game that has been played in China for 

many hundreds of years.  More to this story inside... 

Plucking  
the plum 
blossom  
from 
the 
roof 



Gerry Sleightholme  

WELCOMES YOU TO MAH JONG 
I became Group Leader when the previous leader, Ron Power, was no 

longer able to run the class.  Because there are many different ways of 

playing, with the help of some of the ladies in the class, we 

refined the various styles and produced 

one game book that everyone 

used.  This made the game 

selection much easier.   

Mah Jong is a game played 

with tiles and was developed 

during the Qing dynasty in 

China, it began to spread 

throughout the Western world in 

the 20th century. 

Usually, it is played by either 3 

or 4 players using: tactics, 

observation, memory and strategies.  

Mah Jong, like all games, has a 

set of rules regarding how to set up and play.  As far as winning is 

concerned, the idea is for players to complete a sequence from the 

same Games Sheet.  This means that all players on that table are 

following from the same source. 

The words Mah Jong mean Sparrow in Mandarin, because the tiles 

make a clicking sound.  When the game starts one Player has 14 tiles 

the rest 13.  A tile is discarded by the player with 14 and then in order 

round the table a tile can be taken from a made wall or the last 

discarded tile to make a valid winning hand of 14 tiles in all. 

I feel sure that our group of players that attend Mah Jong, enjoy 

each otherõs company, and always welcome new people to the group. 

So, if you are interested there is room for you on Wednesday or 

Friday mornings.  Please call Gerry on 0418 856 862. 

Friday afternoon talks. 
Following on from the very successful 

and entertaining talk by John Welford 

(pictured with our course coordinator, Luci 

Campestre) on his experiences of the 

Kokoda Track, we have two more one offs. 

Friday afternoon May 21 will be a 

discussion by David Kilner of Agatha 

Christie; her life, her writing, her favourite characters. 

Friday afternoon June 4, hear Dr Jeff Nicholas on the remarkable 

stories of the people named in Adelaideõs streets. 

All of these volunteers were 

invaluable in the smooth 

running of Registration 2021, 

often going above the call of 

duty.  Thank you so very much. 

Barbara and Kevin could not 

have managed this process 

without you. 

CAROLYN CLARKE 

MAUREEN OõDONNELL 

MOIRA SAYWELL 

SUE POLLETT 

JOYCE SMITH 

LINDA NEALE 

IMELDA TRAINOR 

MARGARET MITTIGA 

VERONICA BOSEWELL 

FRED SCHUMACHER 

JOY HASCH 

JUDY HEINRICH 

JOAN BAKER 

ANGELA ANESBURY 

MARIE JACKSON 

MARG THOMAS 

JUDY DELSAR 

CATHY PERONACE 

SANDRA CAVENEY 

Do you like riding bicycles 

along bike trails, gravel paths and 

fire trails around Adelaide? 

(Road riding will be minimal and 

expected distances approx. 30km) 

Would you like to join a fun, 

friendly, noncompetitive group to 

improve your fitness and skills? 

Basic bike riding skills are a 

necessity but the pace will be your 

own. Fitness levels will be 

considered and shorter distance 

options given. 

For more information contact 

Kevin Campbell 0410 201 956 

U3A Bike Riders Club 
Tuesday mornings  

Beginnerõs  

Ballroom Dancing 
Come and learn the basic steps 

of Cha Cha, Modern Waltz, Quick 

Step and Freestyle. 

Nelson Carney has been 

teaching dancing for 40 years, and 

as well as ballroom  will teach 

sequence dancing and square 

dancing if enough interest is shown 

by YOU. 

So come along in term 2 on 

Friday morning 10am-12 noon, in 

room 8/9 itõs an enjoyable way to 

exercise, a great way to keep 

physically fit and challenge the 

mind learning steps and having a 

good laugh! 



The Presidentõs report to the 

AGM is usually an opportunity to 

list a number of improvements 

over the previous year. 

Itõs proving somewhat difficult 

to put a positive spin on 2020. We 

closed our doors in mid March 

and were able to reopen for the 

start of the third term in July.  

Weõve had a COVID safe plan 

since July and have had about 8 

updates to this plan. 

We have spent upwards of 

$1500 on hand sanitisers and 

other cleaning products. There are 

automatic hand sanitisers at every 

entrance and outside the toilets, 

and hand gels and cleaning 

products in every classroom. To 

Group Leaders, please make sure 

you encourage your class to use 

this equipment as even without 

COVID itõs a great help with 

keeping colds and flu at bay. 

Thank you to Tony Mittiga our 

house services manager for 

setting all this up, constantly 

keeping the hand sanitisers filled, 

this isnõt just a one off, he has to 

check them several times a week 

every week since he and Mike 

Prus installed them July last year. 

Fortunately, weõve had only a 

couple of the room sanitisers walk 

out the door.  

Thank you to the fifteen 

members who did the online 

training to become COVID 

marshals. This was a requirement 

of one of the COVID safe plan 

updates last year. 

Again, it needs repeating that 

unless we have members who are 

prepared step up and volunteer to 

help, we simply will not be able to 

continue. 

There have been several 

classes where the Group Leader 

has reluctantly due to health and 

other reasons had to stand down 

from running their class, and in 

several cases none of their class 

has been able to take over so the 

groups have ceased. This is 

unfortunate, but I do want to 

thank those members who over 

the years have been able to take 

over their groups and allow them 

to continue. 

 

Well done to our Office 

Manager, Barbara Schumacher, for 

organizing the 

registration period 

so well. Despite the 

plug being pulled 

after only two days, 

she was able to 

continue in the new 

year, many thanks 

to Barbara and her 

band of merry 

helpers. 

At time of speaking, we have 

760 members registered, this is 

only 62 less than registered this 

time last year. So we havenõt 

dropped as many members as we 

probably expected. 

  

We are currently investigating 

a new computer system which will 

allow us online registrations. Mike 

Coleman, Committee member and 

our database manager is 

evaluating the system to see how 

it will fit with our current manual 

registration method. It will mean 

everyone will need to have access 

to a computer and email address, 

so at registration time we will 

need volunteers available to help 

those who arenõt able to register 

online. This system was written 

specifically for U3A and is in use 

by several Victorian U3As and one 

in SA. 

I might point out to those who 

are resistant to the idea of having 

to use a computer to register, that 

at the moment it is impossible to 

travel over the border to Victoria 

without first going online to 

register your details. Everyone 

who wishes to travel has to do 

this. What we are doing is simply 

what everyone will have to face in 

the future. 

The TTG Council will be 

erecting a sign by the northern 

entrance, so that hopefully we will 

be seen from the street a little 

easier. This sign will follow the 

design constraints designated by 

the Council so we havenõt been 

able to have much input as to its 

content. But itõs also at no cost to 

us.  

We are looking into the 

possibility of being able to put 

something up supplementary to 

this sign to explain what we do 

here.  

Presidentõs AGM Report 

Term dates for 2021  

Term I  Ends Friday 9th April  

Term 2 Tuesday 27th April ñ Friday  2nd July  

Term 3 Monday 19th July ñ Friday 24th September  

Term 4 Monday 11th October ñ Friday 3rd December  

KEVIN NEALE 
PRESIDENT  
U3A TTG 



6 stitches just kept rolling on during the 

year of the dreaded covid. 

Well, "that was the year that wasó to paraphrase a 

popular 60s TV show, but it didnõt deter us. 

No sooner has 6 stitches commenced their 2020 

programme making their usual craft contributions to the 

Womenõs and Childrenõs Hospital and Anglicare, when 

we were interrupted by the covid pandemic. Despite 

this, we kept in touch via email regarding U3A changes; 

personal stories of our new restricted lives, sending 

jokes to keep up our sense of humour and progress of 

our craft projects. 

Oh, what joy mid year brought, when we could all 

meet up again to continue our work and chatter. We 

enjoyed the change to our timetable albeit during the 

afternoon, which is to become permanent during the 

two Autumn/Winter terms, reverting to our evening 

sessions during the Spring and Summer terms. 

Despite the changes and interruptions, our members 

still made and filled 11 Library bags and 2 Dolls in 

Bassinettes for Anglicare. For Womenõs and Children 

Hospital, we also made 14 Trauma Dolls, 4 Single Bed 

Quilts, 12 Soft Toys, 6 Finger Puppets, together with 

making and filling 33 Female Toiletries Packs, 11 Male 

Toiletries Packs and donated 28 Baby items. The Toiletry 

Packs are given top parents accompanying their child by 

emergency services when they arrive at the hospital. We 

thank the U3A members, Terry White Chemist and 

Priceline Chemist both in Norwood, the Chemist 

Warehouse at the Pelican Shopping Centre, for all their 

generous donations, which helped us fill so many packs. 

The hospital is delighted to receive these donations 

which help both the patients and parents. 

Many of the 6 stitches members have been together 

for over 28 years. We are such a happy, friendly, 

productive and sometimes noisy group, and we are 

pleased to know our efforts are well received. We are 

looking forward to a New Year and continuing our work 

in 2021 and beyond. Jennifer Holland 

Thanks to Netflixõs òThe Queenõs 

Gambitó the game of chess is 

enjoying a surge in popularity. 
The series has become one of their highest rating with  

62 million tuning in during its debut. The success has seen 

suppliers of chess sets struggling to meet demand. Online 

retailer thechessstore.com sales have tripled over this time last 

year. One chess website recently reached 100,000 

simultaneous players online. 

Handmade chessboards which are featured in the series 

are produced 

by a small 

company in 

Spain. Usually 

producing 

20,000 boards annually, they had already received 40,000 orders by 

the end of February. 

If you want to experience what all this fuss is about call Joe 

Lamarca on 8264 7880. He has an open invitation to learn and 

play, have some fun and participate in a game that has kept people 

interested for thousands of years. 

Soft Toys 

Quilt 

Toiletries Packs 



A group of 15 from the Tuesday Acrylic Art 

class visited the David Roche Museum in 

Melbourne St, Adelaide ... even though the 

outside of the museum is stunning in itself, it 

doesnõt prepare you for the flamboyance and 

opulence on the inside.  The majority of the 

walls were decorated in brightly coloured silk 

and each room was furnished in rare and 

unusual furniture.  The amount of artworks by 

various artists was so vast and extremely 

interesting.  No money was spared to buy 

articles from all over the globe, and all the 

group found the tour of the house unbelievable 

and beautiful.   

This museum and exhibitions are well worth 

visiting it will astound you.  

Sue Green ð Group Leader  


