
 



 



 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: Christ has risen!  
People: Christ has risen indeed.  
Leader: Faith, hope, and joy are alive.  
People: A new age is dawning, and death cannot harm us. God of all creation, we praise 

you. God of resurrection and eternal life, we have gathered in this garden to 
worship you and celebrate your victory.  

WORDS OF WELCOME       

OPENING HYMN   . . . . . . . . . .  ”Christ the Lord is Risen Today” (Verses 1-4) — See Insert 

OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God, we gather in the early morning of your Resurrection. We have been mourning 
and weeping believing that you have been taken from us. Instead, you meet us in the 
garden of new life. Here, in this sacred place, we discover that you are alive, that sin and 
death cannot defeat you. Now our tears of sorrow turn to tears of joy as we experience your 
presence among us. Today, we begin to understand that joy comes from grief. You call us 
to go into the world to share this good news, and because we are not left alone, we can 
pray your prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #895 UMH 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

HYMN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ”In the Garden” — See Insert 

GOSPEL LESSON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John 20:1-18 NRSV 
1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  
2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, 

and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.”  

3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  
4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the 

tomb first.  
5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  
6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 

wrappings lying there,  
7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 

rolled up in a place by itself.  
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed,  
9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  
10 Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 

tomb,  
12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
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the head and the other at the feet. 
13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  
14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 

not know that it was Jesus.  
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which 
means Teacher).  

17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’ ”  

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she 
told them that he had said these things to her.” 

Leader: The word of God, written by the people of God, for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “In the Garden again!” — Rev. Beth L. Nelson 

UNISON PRAYER 
Lord, we have so much to be thankful for this Easter morning. In the chill of the morning air, 
we do feel the warm blessing of your Spirit. We can rejoice this day because our tendency 
toward disbelief is overcome by our capacity for faith. We are truly amazed that a cross of 
crucifixion has been transformed into a symbol of new life, a symbol of eternal life. We are 
thankful that you come to greet us in a garden of hope, trust, and faith. We thank you that 
a dark and empty tomb has emerged into a garden of light and living. In all our days, we 
shall live for Christ, the resurrected and risen Savior. Amen. 

HYMN   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ”He Lives” — See Insert 

RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION PRAYER   
Leader: God of Alleluias and empty tombs, God of garden plots and good news, it is 

Easter. It is finally Easter. 
People: In a world full of grief and heartache, in a world full of violence and oppression, in 

a world full of loss and separation, we long for this day because Easter sings a 
different song. Easter sings a song of hope. 

Leader: Easter sings a song of new life. Easter sings a song of love that makes you want 
to jump out of your chair and run barefoot to the tomb. 

People: Easter smells of fresh flowers and baked bread.  
Leader: It sounds like trumpets and laughter. It feels like a crowded table and a warm 

hug.  
People: Yes, Easter sings a different song. So in a world full of grief, help us to cling to 

Easter’s hope. In a world full of grief, help us hear this story of good  news. In a 
world full of grief, we’re ready to jump out of our chairs and run barefoot to the 
tomb. With hope we pray, with hope we listen, amen. 

BENEDICTION   

Please stand as you are able  |  Bold text is unison.  



 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 — EASTER SUNDAY 
• Easter Sunday Sunrise Service  |  7:00 AM  |  West End Overlook 
• Sunday Morning Cafe  |  9:30–11:00 AM  |  Chapel 
• Choir Rehearsal  |  10:00–10:30 AM  |  Choir Loft 
• Easter Celebration Service  |  11:00 AM  |  Calvary UMC 
• Communion  |  During Church  |  Sanctuary 
• A Time for Fellowship  |  Following Church  |  Chapel 
• AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)  |  8:00 PM  |  Fellowship Hall 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 
• Sleeping Bag Ministry  |  6:00 PM  |  Fellowship Hall  

TUESDAY, APRIL 7 
• Exercise Class for All Ages  |  9:00 AM  |  Chapel 
• Choir Rehearsal  |  6:00–7:00 PM  |  Choir Loft 
• NA (Narcotics Anonymous)  |  7:00–8:00 PM  |  Fellowship Hall 
• Hand Bell Rehearsal  |  7:00–8:00 PM  |  Music Office 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8 
• Iron City Squares  |  7:00–9:15 PM  |  Fellowship Hall 

THURSDAY, APRIL 9 
• Exercise Class for All Ages  |  9:00 AM  |  Chapel 
• Women’s Bible Study  |  10:00–11:30 AM  |  Parlor 

SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
• Sunday Morning Cafe  |  9:30–11:00 AM  |  Chapel 
• Opening Gathering  |  9:45–10:00 AM  |  Chapel 
• Bible Study — Spiritual Gifts  |  10:00-10:45 AM  |  Chapel 
• Sunday School (K–3rd, 4th–6th)  |  10:00–10:45 AM  |  Fellowship Hall 
• Sunday School (7th–12th)  |  10:00–10:45 AM  |  Christian Education Office 
• Choir Rehearsal  |  10:00–10:45 AM  |  Choir Loft 
• A Time for Fellowship  |  Following Church  |  Fellowship Hall 
• AA (Alcoholics Anonymous)  |  8:00 PM  |  Fellowship Hall 
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CALVARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Address: 971 Beech Ave, Northside, Pittsburgh, PA 15233 
Phone: 412-231-2007 
Email: calvarypgh@gmail.com 
Website: calvarypgh.com 

SOCIAL MEDIA — BE PART OF OUR COMMUNITY. FOLLOW US! 
Facebook: Calvary United Methodist Church, Pittsburgh 
YouTube: Calvary UMC Pittsburgh PA 
Instagram: calvaryumc_pittsburgh 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday: 9:00 AM—Noon 
Tuesday: 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
Thursday: 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

PASTOR 
Rev. Beth L. Nelson (412-398-7894 / revbeth@calvarypgh.com) 

CHURCH STAFF 
Music Ministry: Brian Burns 

Office Administrator: Mary Emili 

Family Ministry & Education: Megan Bova 

Communications: Karen Ferguson 

Lay Leader: Ken Elliott 

Treasurer: Georgia Brucker 

Assistant Facilities Manager: Susan Derouin 

Facilities Manager/Wedding Coordinator: Aleata Weis 

Queer Ministry Coordinator: Tim Napieralski 

Social Media Coordinator: Judith Melvin 

Worship Tech Coordinator: Aiden Weis 

Food Ministry Coordinator: Michael Schnitgen 
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