
 



 



 

SHARING PRAYER REQUESTS & JOYS 
If you have a prayer request or a joy to share, you have a few options: 

• Fill out a Prayer Request card located in the back of the pews and place it in the 
offering plate. 

• Contact the church office directly at 412-231-2007. 
• Submit a request online at calvarypgh.com/contact. 

We treat all prayer concerns confidentially, unless you indicate otherwise. 

Prayer concerns remain on our list for four weeks. Each week, the oldest requests are 
removed as others move up. 

If you’d like us to send a card or email to let someone know we’re praying for them, please 
include their mailing address or email. 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  
Philippians 4:6 

CONTINUING CONCERNS 
Paul Brucker 

Nathaniel Crum, friend of Judy Melvin 
Jeanne Dithomas  
Susan Gilliland 
Martha Helmreich 
Judy Melvin 
Sheila Molyneaux  
Marcia Webb, friend of Mark S. 
Venus W. 
Joyce Zimmerman, sister of Yvonne 

Hudson 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

IMMEDIATE PRAYER CONCERNS 
John Stavish and Kerry Wetmore, friends 

of Callie Buzard  
Nancy Richards 

Jeffrey Marsico, who recently passed 
away, cousin of David Rizzo  

Star Lawrance, friend of Bing's sister 

 



 

 

 
PRELUDE 

CHORAL INTROIT 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”  
People: We proclaim that God’s presence is real and alive and thriving!  
Leader: Evildoers declare through their actions, “We go through life alone.”  
People: But we see God’s grace, faithfulness, and steadfast love in our lives and in 

the world around us.  
Leader: Praise be to God!  

HYMN OF PRAISE   . . . . . . . . . . .  ”Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” — #139 UMH 

OPENING PRAYER   
God of abundant grace, may your Holy Spirit be with us now as we worship you this 
day. Open our eyes to truly see one another, that we might discover your presence 
in the smile of a neighbor. Open our ears to the needs of the world, that we might 
hear your wisdom in the words spoken around us. And open our hearts to your 
grace and love, that we might find guidance and strength for the journey, for 
ourselves and for one another. Amen. 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

COMMUNITY GREETINGS    

GATHERING SONG OF PRAISE   . . . .  ”O God Beyond All Praising” — #2009 TFWS 
O God beyond all praising, we worship you today  
and sing the love amazing that songs cannot repay;  
for we can only wonder at every gift you send,  
at blessings without number and mercies without end:  
we lift our hearts before you, and wait upon your word,  
we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.  

PSALTER LESSON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Psalm 14 NRSV 
1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” They are corrupt; they do abominable 

deeds; there is no one who does good. 
2 The Lord looks down from heaven on humankind to see if there are any who are 

wise, who seek after God. 
3 They have all gone astray; they are all alike perverse; there is no one who does good, 

no, not one. 
4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread 

and do not call upon the Lord? 
5 There they shall be in great terror, for God is with the company of the righteous.  

ORDER OF WORSHIP 



 

6 You would confound the plans of the poor, but the Lord is their refuge. 
7 O that deliverance for Israel would come from Zion! When the Lord restores the 

fortunes of his people, Jacob will rejoice; Israel will be glad. 

Leader: The word of God, written by the people of God, for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

SHARING PRAYER CONCERNS 

HYMN OF PRAYER   . . . . . . . . .  ”Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling” — #348 UMH 
You are welcome to come forward to the altar for prayer.  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  #895 UMH 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Renewal Choir 

GOSPEL LESSON   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Luke 15:1-10 NRSV 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him.  
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 

welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 
3 So he told them this parable:  
4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?  
5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.  
6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to 

them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost sheep.’  
7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?  
9 And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, 

‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’  
10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

who repents.” 

Leader: The word of God, written by the people of God, for the people of God. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

Order of Worship continued on following page. 
   Please stand as you are able  |   Words on screen  |  Bold text is unison.  



 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “Hail Mary!” — Rev. Beth L. Nelson 

WORDS OF COMMUNITY LIFE 

CALL TO GIVE 

OFFERING OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 

DOXOLOGY   . . . . . . . .  ”Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” — #94 UMH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose 
power uplifts! Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

OFFERING PRAYER  

CLOSING HYMN   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ”Marching to Zion” — #733 UMH 

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE  

 Please stand as you are able  |   Words on screen  |  Bold text is unison.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 



 

THIS WEEK AT CALVARY 
SUN A TIME FOR FELLOWSHIP 

 Following Worship (Weekly)  |  Sanctuary 

AA (ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS) — NORTHSIDE SUNDAY NIGHTERS 
8:00 PM (Weekly)   Fellowship Hall 

TUES EXERCISE CLASS FOR ALL AGES 
 9:00 – 10:00 AM (Weekly)    Chapel 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
6:00 – 7:00 PM (Weekly)   Sanctuary 

HAND BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
7:00 – 8:00 PM (Weekly)   Music Office (Upstairs in the Chapel) 

NA (NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS) — MANCHESTER 
7:00 – 8:00 PM (Weekly)    Fellowship Hall 

THURS EXERCISE CLASS FOR ALL AGES 
 9:00 – 10:00 AM (Weekly)    Chapel 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
10:00 – 11:30 AM (Weekly)   Parsonage 

OPEN SANCTUARY 
6:00 – 8:00 PM (Weekly)   Sanctuary 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
6:30 – 8:00 PM (Monthly)   Chapel 

SUN “UNCLOBBERED" – BIBLE STUDY LED BY TIM NAPIERALSKI 
 10:00 AM (Weekly)  | Parsonage 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
10:00 – 10:45 AM (Weekly)   Presbytery 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
10:00 – 10:45 AM (Weekly)   Sanctuary 

A TIME FOR FELLOWSHIP 
Following Worship (Weekly)   Fellowship Hall 

AA (ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS) — NORTHSIDE SUNDAY NIGHTERS 
8:00 PM (Weekly)   Fellowship Hall 



 



 

CALL FOR SINGERS! 
13TH ANNUAL HANDEL’S MESSIAH SING-ALONG CONCERT 
Sing with us this holiday season! Join Calvary’s Festival Choir for our 13th annual Messiah 
concert and be part of a joyful, welcoming community! Experience Handel’s timeless 
masterpiece by candlelight and Calvary’s stunning Tiffany stained glass. Sing alongside 
professional soloists and our orchestra, and lead the audience in eight festive sing-along 
choruses. No auditions needed, and singers of all voice parts and experience levels are 
welcome. Rehearsals begin Tuesday, October 7, from 7:30–9:00 pm. Celebrate the season, 
connect with fellow music lovers, and share your voice! 

13TH ANNUAL HANDEL’S MESSIAH SING-ALONG CONCERT 
Saturday, December 13 & Sunday, December 14    4:00 PM   Calvary UMC 
Tickets: $20 General Admission, $15 Students/Seniors, Free for children 10 years & under 
Celebrate the season with Handel’s inspiring Messiah surrounded by the glow of 
candlelight and Calvary’s magnificent Tiffany stained-glass masterpieces. Now in its 13th 
year, this beloved Calvary tradition is a family-friendly, interactive concert that draws 
audiences from across the region. Tickets go on sale October 1, 2025 at CalvaryPgh.com. 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Sundays    10:00 – 10:45 AM   Sanctuary 
Tuesdays    6:00 – 7:00 PM (6:00 – 7:30 PM from October–December)   Sanctuary  
All singers are welcome – no matter your experience or ability to read music! Whether 
you're a seasoned vocalist or just love to sing, we’d love to have you as part of our 
supportive and uplifting group. No audition is required – just bring your love for music and 
a desire to be part of something special. Contact Brian Burns at bsburns77@aol.com for 
more details. 

MESSIAH CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Tuesdays (Beginning October 7)   7:30 – 9:00 PM   Sanctuary 
No auditions are needed, and singers of all voice parts and experience levels are welcome. 
Celebrate the season, connect with fellow music lovers, and share your voice! Contact Karen 
Ferguson at karen.ferguson.15202@gmail.com for more details. 

HAND BELL CHOIR REHEARSAL 
Tuesdays (Jan – May, Sep)   7:00 – 8:00 PM    Music Office (Upstairs in the Chapel) 
Thursdays (Oct– Dec)    6:00 – 7:00 PM    Music Office (Upstairs in Chapel) 
No audition or music-reading skills required! Whether you’re a beginner or have prior 
experience, we welcome all who want to be part of this joyful and unique musical ministry. 
Come ring with us and share your love for music! Contact Brian Burns at 
bsburns77@aol.com for more details. 

MUSIC MINISTRY 



 

 SPECIAL EVENTS 
RUMMAGE SALE 
Saturday, September 27    8:00 AM – 2:00 PM    Lawn  
Join us for Calvary’s community rummage sale – RAIN OR SHINE! 
• Donations: Items may be dropped off at the church September 22–27, from 5–7 PM. 

(Call the church office if you need a different time.) 
• Reserve a Spot: Want to sell your own items? Spots are $10 each. Tables are available 

for an additional $10. 
• Food: Enjoy breakfast sandwiches in the morning and chicken lunches at midday. All 

food proceeds benefit the Revive & Renew Capital Campaign. 
Mark your calendars and come treasure-hunting while supporting Calvary! 

HEARTS & PAWS: NORTH SIDE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
Sunday, October 5   12:30 – 1:30 PM    Lawn  
Join Calvary UMC, the Humane Animal Rescue and the GBU North Side Neighborhood for a 
community event celebrating the animals we love and the neighbors we cherish! Enjoy a 
Blessing of the Animals, pet-friendly activities, a photo area, and opportunities to support 
local animal welfare. All are welcome – whether you bring a pet, are considering adoption, 
or just want to connect with neighbors!  

SILENT READING & PUZZLE NIGHT 
Monday, October 28    6:30 – 8:30 PM    Parsonage  
Looking for a cozy night out? Bring the book you’re reading and join other book lovers for 
an evening of quiet reading, conversation, and puzzles! Enjoy light refreshments and 
introductions, then settle into peaceful silent reading. A separate space will be available for 
jigsaw puzzle-building, and we’ll wrap up the night with more refreshments. Cost is $10 per 
person, with all proceeds supporting Calvary’s Capital Campaign.  

SPA DAY: SEE YOURSELF. BE YOURSELF. LOVE YOURSELF. 
Date TBD    Time TBD    Hugh Lane Wellness Foundation 
A day of self-care, affirmation, and joy for our LGBTQIA+ community. All are welcome! 
Whether you’re exploring your gender, in transition, or simply want a safe space to be 
yourself, Spa Day will offer: 
• Gender-affirming haircuts from stylists who understand and celebrate you 
• Makeup lessons tailored to your unique expression 
• Nail care to help you feel polished and confident 
This is more than a spa day – it’s a chance to be seen and supported just as you are. Come 
experience care, connection, and celebration in a loving, inclusive space. Stay tuned for 
details!  
 



 



 

"UNCLOBBERED" – OUR NEW FALL BIBLE STUDY 
Sundays   10:00 – 10:45 AM    Parsonage 
Wednesdays  7:00 PM    Parsonage 
This fall, Calvary launches its new LGBTQIA+ ministry led by Tim Napieralski with a powerful 
two-part experience. We’ll begin with a screening of 1946: The Mistranslation That Shifted 
Culture, a groundbreaking documentary uncovering how a 1946 Bible mistranslation fueled 
anti-gay theology. Featuring newly discovered Yale archives, insights from scholars, and 
personal stories, the film challenges long-held assumptions and invites fresh 
understanding. Following the screening, we’ll dive into UnClobber by Colby Martin. This 
thought-provoking study reexamines the six so-called “Clobber Passages” often used to 
exclude LGBTQIA+ people, revealing what Scripture truly says—and doesn’t say—about 
homosexuality. Through open conversation, biblical exploration, and Martin’s personal 
journey, we’ll move from bad theology toward deeper faith, compassion, and welcome for 
all God’s children. All are welcome!  

AA (ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS) — NORTHSIDE SUNDAY NIGHTERS 
Sundays    8:00 PM   Fellowship Hall 
Every addict in the world has the chance to experience their message, and find the 
opportunity for a new way of life. 

GA (GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS) 
Mondays (2nd Monday every other month)    6:30 PM    Chapel 
Next Meeting: October 13 
Through shared experiences, participants work toward recovery in a confidential and non-
judgmental space. 

NA (NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS) — MANCHESTER 
Tuesdays    7:00 – 8:00 PM    Fellowship Hall 
Every addict in the world has the chance to experience their message, and find the 
opportunity for a new way of life. 

EXERCISE CLASS FOR ALL AGES 
Tuesdays & Thursdays    9:00 AM    Chapel 
The program is targeted to "older adults", but great for people of all ages. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
Thursdays    10:00 – 11:30 AM    Parsonage 
Join us for our new study: Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus by Lois Tverberg. This 
engaging book brings the Bible to life by exploring the cultural context of Jesus’ teachings. 
Together, we’ll discover practical ways to live as His disciples and deepen our faith as we 
draw closer to God. Books are available. ALL women are welcome as we gather in 
community around God's Word at the parsonage during construction. 

SMALL GROUPS 



 

  

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Thursday, September 18 (3rd Thursday of each month)   6:30 – 8:00 PM   Chapel 
There will not be a meeting in December. 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Sunday, September 28 (Last Sunday of each month)   Following Worship 
Fellowship Hall 
This is an expansion on our normally scheduled fellowship time following morning worship. 
Please join us in the fellowship hall located downstairs following morning worship. 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
Sunday, September 28   Following Worship   Chapel 
Join us for a post-game celebration! The Steelers play at 9 AM in Ireland, and we’ll celebrate 
a festive finale to our Fall Football Series, featuring food, fellowship, and fun. The event will 
conclude with our Charge Conference, where we’ll discuss the year ahead for Calvary – 
everyone is invited to join the conversation! 

COMMUNION 
Sunday, October 5 (1st Sunday of each month)   During Worship   Sanctuary 
All are invited to the table of our Lord. You do not need to be a member of Calvary or any 
church to participate. The bread that we share is gluten free so that all may partake. 

NEW MEMBER GATHERING 
Sunday, October 5 (1st Sunday of each month)   Following Worship   Parlor 
We will gather in the parlor after enjoying some snacks. If you're interested, please inform 
Rev. Beth or Kenny, our Lay Leader. Feel free to reach out with any questions. 

GET CONNECTED 



 



 



 

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 
Daily Bread needs cookies! Please bring your baked goods and place them in the freezer in 
the Fellowship Hall kitchen. Questions? Contact Judy Flaherty (412-913-8250 / 
jakflaher1908@gmail.com). 

TOOTHPASTE & BAG COLLECTION CONTINUES 
Northside Common Ministries has asked Calvary to continue collecting toothpaste – 
donations can be placed in the collection bin in the chapel. We’re also still collecting cloth 
grocery bags. 

NORTHVIEW HEIGHTS FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Saturdays: September 27, November 1, November 29    9:00 – 10:30 AM 
Northview Heights, 533 Mount Pleasant Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15214  
There is a sign-up sheet in the chapel, and a written description of the work. Contact Linda 
Ehrlich at laehrlich927@aol.com with any questions. 

“CHANGE MATTERS” SPECIAL OFFERING 
Sunday, September 28 (Last Sunday of each month)    During Worship   Sanctuary 
Our children are collecting “change” – because when we all give a little, it adds up to make 
a big difference! These gifts help purchase food for Daily Bread. 

CALVARY UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH — SERVING DAILY BREAD 

Thursday, October 2 (2nd Thursday of each month)    11:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 616 W North Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
Calvary United Women in Faith organizes the meal preparation for Daily Bread, a ministry 
that provides meals three times a week to those who are unhoused or underemployed. 

SLEEPING BAG MINISTRY 

Mondays   6:00 PM    Fellowship Hall  
This group makes sleeping bags from recycled materials, filled with personal care items, 
and delivers them to local homeless shelters. No sewing experience is required! We 
especially need sheets, curtains, coverlets, and tablecloths. Contact Terri Howell (412-482-
2211 / trr_howell@yahoo.com) for further details. 

OPEN SANCTUARY 
Thursdays    6:00 – 8:00 PM    Sanctuary  
The sanctuary will be open for prayer or silence or meditation every Thursday evening. Feel 
free to pass through as our special guest, or return on Sunday to make us your home. 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 



 

 

PARENTS’ NIGHT OUT 
Friday, October 24  6:00 – 9:00 PM  Chapel  

Take a well-deserved break while we care for your little ones! Calvary is offering a night of 
free babysitting and dinner for children, giving parents a chance to relax and recharge. Kids 
will enjoy an evening of food, games, and activities. 

PARENTS’ DAY OUT 
Sunday, December 21  1:00 – 4:00 PM  Fellowship Hall  

Enjoy a daytime outing while we care for your little ones! Calvary is offering free babysitting 
and lunch for children, giving parents a chance to relax, finish last-minute Christmas 
shopping, or wrap presents. Kids will enjoy food, games, and a Santa Shop to pick out gifts 
for family and friends. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  
Sundays  10:00 – 10:45 AM  Presbytery 

Our Sunday School is divided into K–3rd, 4th–6th, and 7th–12th grades for age-appropriate 
learning, using Cokesbury’s FaithWeaver NOW series. 

FAMILY MINISTRY 



 



 


