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We were all very proud of   the references to the quality of support for 

our SEND students identified in the recent OFSTED report.   

This reflects the inclusive ethos that is embedded here at Padgate.  
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For parents and carers of students at Padgate Academy 

D 

Welcome to our first 
SEND newsletter! 
The purpose of this newsletter is to provide parents and 

carers of students at Padgate Academy with an overview of 

the support given to students with additional needs.  

As many of you are aware we have been holding after 

school information events for parents and carers for the 

past year, this newsletter will reinforce the information 

shared a these events, as well as giving us the opportunity 

to celebrate some of the achievements of our students. 

We hope you will find it useful! 

“Pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND), including those 
who attend the specially resourced provi-
sion for pupils with SEND (specially re-
sourced provision), are fully included in 
all aspects of school life” 

 
“Leaders have established rigorous sys-
tems for identifying pupils with SEND. 
Most teachers utilise the information 
that they receive from leaders to make 
suitable adaptations to the delivery of the 
curriculum, which meet the needs of pu-
pils well. Pupils who attend the specially 
resourced provision are supported by 
highly trained staff. Leaders are ambi-
tious for what these pupils can achieve, 
ensuring that they access the same high-
quality curriculum as their peers” 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our next Parents and Carers 

event will take place on Tues-

day 6th February 2024 4-5pm. 

Our focus will be on practical 

ways to support your child with 

school life at home. 

There will be top tips and ide-

as from members of staff and 

parents will share their own 

experiences. 

Designated Provision News 
 
The designated provision students 
have participated in two WASSP ability 
days at the Orford Jubilee Hub so far 
this year.  Students have enjoyed a 
range of sports such as table cricket, 
indoor rowing, football, karate, boccia 
and tag rugby.  All students enjoyed socialising with other students from designated 
provisions in Warrington and participated fully in the activities.  The students were 
amazing and represented Padgate Academy with pride!  
  
The designated provision students have also participated in the SEND student re-

wards trip to Gravity Trampoline Park in 
Warrington.  This reward trip recognised 
and celebrated the students' impecca-
ble behaviour, attendance, and punctu-
ality.  Following the trip, students were 
able to enjoy an ice cream at a local 
restaurant.    



Key members of SEND staff  

 

❖Director of Studies-Student Support – Mrs J. Hawley 

❖SENCO- Mrs K Bretherton 

❖Lead Teacher Designated Provision – Miss J Smith 

❖Student Support Hubs- Mrs C Houghton, Miss S McKittrick and Miss Burns 

 

Your child’s pastoral lead will remain an important point of contact. They are 
able to discuss any concerns you may have and will pass these onto the 

SEND team. 

 

How do we support our 

SEND students in the 

classroom?   

At the Academy, we are committed to the 
statement that ‘every teacher is a teacher 
of SEND’ with quality first teaching a pri-
ority for all of our students. 

Staff are trained in evidence-led practices 
that assist students with additional 
needs. 

Resources are adapted to accommodate 
students who need, for example, col-
oured paper or a large font, while staff 
use the student passports to ensure that 
barriers to learning are lifted. 
Teaching Assistants are often used within 

a classroom to support students with 

additional needs. 

How does Padgate Academy 

adapt the learning environ-

ment for every student?  

Our learning environments aim to be 

pleasant and welcoming for all of our 

students. We try to diminish sensory 

overload and we make sure students with 

SEND are in an appropriate place in the 

classroom for their needs. For example, a 

child with a hearing impairment might 

need to sit at the front of the class while 

a child with high anxiety might prefer to 

sit next to a wall etc. 

 

Further Support  

There are a number of intervention pro-
grammes to support students who have 
additional needs. Where possible, these 
will take place during tutor time and any 
interventions that take place during cur-
riculum time are arranged to ensure that 
students miss as few lessons as possible. 

We do not believe in students missing 
their break and lunchtimes to complete 
intervention activities as these are the 
times when they can socialise and reduce 
sensory and cognitive overload. 

Interventions currently offered include 
the following: 

• Lexoniks 

• IDL 

• Drawing and Talking Therapy 

• ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support 
Assistant) 

• Speech and Language 

• Phonics 

• Social skills 

• EBSA (Emotional Based School Avoid-
ance) 

How do we support      

students at Padgate 

Academy? 



ACCESS TO ADDITIONAL SUPPORT 

There are times when we all may need a little extra help and 

support. Here at Padgate Academy we work closely with the 

Early Help services to ensure that our parents and carers re-

ceive any additional support that they might need. 

This is a message from the Warrington Early Help team who 

presented at our last Parent and Carer event in October:  

“Sometimes a child, young person and their family 
may need a little extra support. 
Early Help aims to ‘give the right support at the 
right time’.  
Early help support is there to try 
and prevent those extra needs getting so big that 
a higher level of support is needed later on. 
  
Early help services are aimed at supporting chil-
dren and families without a social worker.  
Social workers are not involved in providing Early 
Help Services or completing an Early Help Assess-
ment. 
  
Early Help connects families with services that can 
support them.  

Asking for help and support is a strength and a pos-
itive step in parenting and helping to make sure 
your child/young person has the chance to achieve 
their potential”. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Families can ask for support from professionals in 

health, school/nursery or they can call 01925 443136 

or email earlyhelpsupport@warrington.gov.uk 


