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• This presentation outlines the plans for the full re-opening of the Academy for all students

• All schools in England must welcome all students on site in September 2020

• Our primary focus is the safety of our students and staff, whilst ensuring we offer a broad and 

balanced curriculum for all students

• We will take every reasonable precaution to ensure that social distancing and hygiene measures are 

implemented throughout the academy

• We aim to support student’s emotional well-being as they re-connect and re-engage with education.

• We are also sharing our robust risk assessment with parents and carers. 

Welcome
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• The current Government guidelines allow us to plan for the full return of the Academy in 

September, which we are very much looking to.  The safety of our students, staff and school 

community has been our number one priority whilst preparing the re-opening plan.

• To ensure students are aware of the new guidelines and our academy expectations in September 

and to assist with new year 7 transition, the first week will be as follows:

September re-opening arrangements

Monday, 31st

August

Tuesday, 1st

September 

Wednesday, 2nd

September

Thursday, 3rd

September

Friday, 4th

September

Public Bank Holiday Staff Inset Day Year 7 Only Years 8 - 11 All Students
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The timetable model has been revised to accommodate the following:

• Year groups have been separated into different areas of the Academy, called ‘bubble zones’

• Year group bubbles will use different gates/door entrances as well as different zones for break/lunchtime

• Students will be mainly taught in their year group areas to minimise movement between classrooms, but having specialist 

subject lessons outside of these areas

• Classroom layouts will change so that all desks are forward facing with one-way markings within the academy as appropriate

• Staff will move between classes to teach groups of students

• Break and lunch times have been staggered, with bubble groups always in separate areas at any one time

• Extra-curricular/enrichment activities will be specific to each year group

• Students/parents will be guided to walk/bike to school where possible

• Parents who are able to bring their child to school via car will be encouraged to

• A map of the area will be used to guide parents as to how students should travel to the Academy

• Grab and Go sandwich bags will be available at lunch as phase 1 of our catering offer.  This will minimise queues, cleaning 

requirements and maximise the amount of social time for students

Strategies to reduce mixing of groups



Bubble Zone Overview
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Colour Code
Block 

Location
TA Base Food Serving Social Area Toilets Bike Storage

Arrival / 

Dismissal Area

Year 7 Brown K Block K9 Restaurant
Rear of K 

Block
K Block

K Block Old Chicken 

Coop
K Block

Year 8 Green
N Block 

Downstairs
N8 Restaurant

Front of K 

Block
E Block Bike Store Main Entrance

Year 9 Orange
N Block 

Upstairs
N15 Gym

Rear 

Playground
N Block

Compound Next to 

N Block Entrance
Station Road

Year 10 Purple D/G Block D4 Gym Cage C Block
Behind old pond (C 

Block)
C Block

Year 11 Red B Block Bag Room Phoenix
Canopy 

Playground

L Block (Outside 

PE Changing)

Enclosed old bin 

store behind 

canteen

Canteen Fire door



Year group bubble zones / site map

Key to site plan

Entrance / Exit Points

First Aid - General

First Aid - COVID

Bubble group colours & locations

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11
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• The doors to our Academy building will not be opened until 8.30am.  

• For social distancing we have allocated different entrances and exits according to Year groups.

• Parents / carers / visitors are unable to enter the Academy site.

• Year 7 students – should enter via K Block

• Year 8 students – should enter via Main Entrance Gates

• Year 9 students – should enter via Station Road

• Year 10 students – should enter via C Block Stores

• Year 11 students – should enter via Canteen Fire Door

Arrival at school
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• We have created a series of videos, which explain how students enter and exit school and what 

their year group zones will look like.  You can view these by visiting the links below:

• Year 7 https://youtu.be/qaOvOQq2Uo8

• Year 8 https://youtu.be/Bgc54XX2z3s

• Year 9 https://youtu.be/DZWeQAW033I

• Year 10 https://youtu.be/H1lqmMpHIAI

• Year 11 https://youtu.be/40yXmxNDeWE

Information videos for students and parents

https://youtu.be/qaOvOQq2Uo8
https://youtu.be/Bgc54XX2z3s
https://youtu.be/DZWeQAW033I
https://youtu.be/H1lqmMpHIAI
https://youtu.be/40yXmxNDeWE


Timings of the Day

Form Period 1 Period 3 Period 4 Period 5

8:40-8:50 8:50-9:50 09:50-10:05 10:05-10:50 10:50-11:05 11:05-12:05 12:05-1:05 1:05-1:20 1:20-1:35 1:35-1:50 1:50-2:05 2:05-3:05

Year 7 FORM P1 BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Year 8 FORM P1 BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Year 9 FORM P1 BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Year 10 FORM P1 BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Year 11 FORM P1 BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Form Period 3 Period 4 Period 5

09:40-9:50 09:50-10:05 10:05-10:50 10:50-11:05 11:05-12:05 12:05-1:05 1:05-1:50 1:50-2:05 1:05-1:50 1:50-2:05 2:05-3:05

FORM BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

FORM BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

FORM BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

FORM BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

FORM BREAK P3 P4 AR P5

Monday - Thursday

Period 2 / Break

P2

P2 LUNCH

P2

P2

Friday

Period 2 / Break

LUNCH 

LUNCH

Year 10 P2

Year 11 P2

Lunch / Academic Review

Lunch / Academic Review

LUNCH 

LUNCH 

Year 7 P2

Year 8 P2

Year 9 P2

P2

LUNCH 

LUNCH

LUNCH 

LUNCH

LUNCH 
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• Students and staff will use hand sanitiser on entering each lesson during the day

• All classrooms will be arranged in rows with 2m between teacher and student desks, students must sit 

in the same place at all times. Desks and chairs must not be moved from their location

• To maximise social distancing, teachers will avoid movement during lessons and stay near the front of 

the class

• Windows and doors should be left open during the lesson

• Group activities and any close contact between individuals will be avoided

• Stationery and equipment will not be shared

• Teachers in IT rooms will wipe the keyboard and mouse at the start of each lesson

• An enhanced cleaning regime is in place at the Academy with cleaning staff active throughout the 

school day and an antibacterial fogging machine will be used regularly to clean all areas of school

Arrival at school
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Students must follow the rules and expectations outlined below.  This will help to maintain the health and 

wellbeing of everyone in our Academy and wider community:

• Arrive at the Academy and leave via the designated point.  Students must not congregate in any 

area of the Academy at the end of the day

• Use sanitiser to disinfect hands on entering and leaving the Academy and at the start of each 

lesson, as well as before and after eating.  They must wash hands regularly during the day

• Avoid physical contact at all times. No hugs, shaking hands etc.

• In the classroom, sit in the same place at all times. Do not move the table or chair

• Maintain a safe distance from others between and during lessons

• Follow guidance from staff at all times. 

• Remembering to be polite and respectful at all times

Behaviour and Attendance
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At lunchtimes, go outside in your designated social area.  Students must maintain a safe 

distance from others at all times.

Students must :

• Not share belongings (stationery, food etc.) with others

• Use the toilets designated to their bubble. Only enter the toilets if there is a free cubicle.

• Report immediately if they experience COVID-19 symptoms

• Follow the directions of staff at all times

Behaviour
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Uniform

• Students are required to attend each day in full Academy uniform. 

• We have made this decision so that they are visible to all in the local community and it creates greater awareness of the 

need to socially distance. 

• Our uniform standards can be found on our website by visiting https://padgateacademy.co.uk/uniform-policy

Physical Education & Changing Facilities

• Changing facilities will not be available in school for PE lessons.

• Students should attend school in their PE kit on days in which they have PE, they will remain in their kit for the duration 

of the school day.

• Blazers should be worn over their PE kit outside of their PE lessons.

• Plain black, unbranded joggers can be worn.

• Girls can wear plain black, unbranded leggings, however PE shorts must be worn over the top.

Uniform

https://padgateacademy.co.uk/uniform-policy
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Face coverings

• Nationwide, the government is not recommending face coverings are necessary in education settings generally because 

a system of controls, applicable to all education environments, provides additional mitigating measures.  Schools, 

however should take additional precautionary measures in areas where the transmission of the virus is high. These areas 

are defined as areas of national government intervention.

• From Tuesday, 22nd September 2020, Warrington is classed as an area of national government intervention. Therefore, 

this means that face coverings must be worn in corridors and communal areas from Tuesday, 22nd September 2020.

• Essentially, when students are in the building and moving around they must wear one. If the students are inside at break 

or lunch buying food they have to wear one. The only time that a student will not be required to wear a face covering is 

in lessons or when they are sat down inside eating. The moment they stand up to move around, a face covering must be 

worn. They will not be required to wear one outside at break and lunch. This unfortunately is not a choice, (unless 

exempt) it is mandatory.  Staff will be observing the same rules. 
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Face coverings

• Some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings. For example people who cannot put on, wear or 

remove a face covering because of a physical or mental illness or impairment, or disability, or if you are 

speaking to or providing assistance to someone who relies on lip reading, clear sound or facial expression to 

communicate. The same exemptions will apply in education settings.

• A fabric covering can act as a barrier to prevent the spread of the virus. However, it must be used correctly and 

always combined with other measures to protect yourself and everyone else. Here is how video showing how 

to wear a fabric covering safely:

• A face covering can act as a barrier to prevent the spread of the virus. However, it must be used correctly and 

always combined with other measures to protect yourself and everyone else. Here is a how to video showing 

how to wear a fabric covering safely:  https://youtu.be/9Tv2BVN_WTk

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
https://youtu.be/9Tv2BVN_WTk
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Face coverings
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• Where possible, students should walk or cycle to school

• Parents/carers have been instructed not to enter the Academy but to make contact via 

phone or email should they need to

• Students will receive information and guidance on how they should socially distance 

themselves on public transport

• Students over the age of 11 must wear face coverings on public transport

• The bus companies operate their own risk assessments and will take responsibility for 

wiping down seats and railings regularly

Transport
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School attendance is mandatory from September.  Usual attendance rules also apply 

including:

• It is the parents/carers duty to ensure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is 

a registered pupil at school, and they are of compulsory school age

• It is the responsibility of the Academy to record attendance and follow up absence

• The Academy can issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with Local Authorities 

codes of conduct

• It is the parents/carers responsibility to report any student absence by 8.30am by calling 01925 

822632 and choosing option 1

• The parent/carer must call before 8.30am on each day of the student absence and state clearly 

the reason for the absence

Attendance
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• If a student is unable to attend school due to them complying with clinical and/or public 

health advice the Academy will offer them access to remote education and will monitor 

engagement with this activity.  Please note that medical evidence will be required

• Where any students are not able to attend school as parents/carers are following clinical 

and/or public health advice, the absence shall not be penalised.  Please note that medical 

evidence will be required

• All students must attend unless a statutory reason applies

Attendance
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From September, government guidance stipulates that you should not send your child to school if:

• the household is self-isolating

• your child or a household member has just tested positive for Covid-19

Please contact your child’s head of learning to inform them of the situation.  If your child displays any 

symptoms or they inform us that they have symptoms whilst in school, we will take swift action.  Your child 

will need to be collected as a matter of urgency and must then be tested for COVID-19.  It will be vital that 

we have the correct contact details so that we can contact you in this situation.

We have strict procedures in place if any member of academy staff tests positive for Covid-19.

Government Guidance
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We are aware that there are a number of students who fall into the categories below:

• your child is classed as clinically extremely vulnerable. You will know this as you will have a letter 

to direct your child to shield.

• your child is clinically vulnerable AND has medical advice advising to shield.

• a member of your household is classed as extremely clinically vulnerable.

If your child is in any of these categories, please contact info@padgateacademy.co.uk or call us on 01925 

822632.  We will then get in touch with you regarding how we can work together to get your child back 

into school in September.  

There is an expectation that ALL students will return to school from September 2020.

Government Guidance
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Anyone who develops symptoms of COVID-19, or whose household member develops symptoms, should 

immediately self-isolate. They should not attend the Academy and should follow the steps below:

• Parent/Carer should notify the Academy of the student absence by phone on 01925 822632 and 

choosing option 1.

• The Academy will record and keep a minimum dataset: Reason for absence, date of onset of 

symptoms, symptoms, class etc.

• The Academy will direct to Stay at home guidance for isolation advice for child/staff member and 

their households. The person with symptoms should isolate for 7 days starting from the first day 

of their symptoms and the rest of their household for 14 days

• Advise that the child/staff member should get tested via NHS UK or by contacting NHS 119 via 

telephone if they do not have internet access.  This would also apply to any parent or household 

member who develops symptoms

Prevention & Control

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
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If anyone becomes unwell with a new continuous cough, a high temperature or a loss of or change in their 

normal sense of taste or smell they must be sent home as soon as possible.

• If a student is awaiting collection, they will remain in the allocated room where they can be isolated behind a 

closed door.

• If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, a toilet at the front of school will be used and 

cordoned off to other staff and students.  It will be cleaned and disinfected using standard cleaning products 

before being used by anyone else.

• PPE will be worn by staff caring for the child whilst they await collection ONLY if a distance of 2 metres cannot be 

maintained (such as a child with very complex needs).

The Academy will record and keep the details of the incident in case it is needed for future case or 

outbreak management.

Prevention & Control
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It is important that the Academy is aware of any positive Covid-19 cases at the earliest opportunity.

• The Academy will communicate with parents to inform them of what the expectations are if their child is 

needing a COVID-19 test and what to do if it is positive.

• If a child who attends or staff member who works at the Academy tests positive for COVID-19 then the 

Academy will be contacted by a contact tracer

• The Principal or appropriate member of the Senior Leadership Team will be asked to work with the 

contact tracer to identify direct and close contacts of the case during the 48 hours prior to the child or 

staff member falling ill.  This is likely to be the class bubble and teacher of that class.  The social 

distancing measures, put in place already, should reduce the number of other direct/close contacts

Management of a confirmed case
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Thank you for your continued support, this has been an unprecedented time for us all.

Thank you for engaging with the home learning throughout this unusual period.

Staff at Padgate Academy are looking forward to welcoming your child in September and 

working with you all in the Autumn Term.

We wish you a restful and superb summer.

Thank You


