
 

 
 

 

Online learning at 
Padgate Academy 

 
 

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency 
to students and families about what to expect from remote 
education where national or local restrictions require entire 

cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  
  
  



Our remote curriculum: what is taught to students at home 
 
A student’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 
standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period 
of remote teaching. 
 
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first 
day or two of pupils being sent home? 
 
It may be that initially your child is sent home with paper-based work for the first day 
of their home learning. Students are asked to follow their normal timetable, including 
academic review sessions. All lesson resources are accessible via Microsoft Teams. 
Staff deliver lessons via Zoom. Students can access their Zoom lessons through the 
link in their class Microsoft Teams page. 
 
Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught 
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school? 
 
Yes, we teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school, so it is essential that 
your child follows their normal timetable and accesses all their lessons. 
 

Remote teaching and study time each day 
 
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day? 
 
We are following the usual Academy day. Students need to access all their lessons 
between 8:40 and 3:05. Break and lunchtimes are scheduled as normal. 
 

Accessing remote education 
 
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing? 
 
All lesson materials are available through your child’s class Microsoft Teams pages. 
Lessons are delivered through Zoom.  
 
If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 
 



We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We 
take the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 
 
If you do not have access to a laptop, tablet or internet connection then please 
contact us to let us know. We are able to provide laptops for students to use at 
home. We can support you in accessing the internet by providing a dongle or 
working with your mobile provider to extend your data allowance through the 
government scheme. 
 
We can also support by providing paper packs. Work completed can be returned to 
school at left at reception. Work can also be photographed and emailed to your 
child’s teacher. 
 

How will my child be taught remotely? 
 
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 
 

• live teaching (online lessons) students have their exercise books at home 
to support their learning 

• recorded teaching - video/audio recordings made by teachers 
 

Engagement and feedback 
 
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that 
we as parents and carers should provide at home? 
 
We expect all students to attend every day, to every lesson. If your child is unable to 
access their learning for any reason, please contact your child’s Pastoral Leader. 
 
It is crucial that students adopt healthy habits to support them during this time and 
in readiness for their return to school. Break times and lunchtimes are scheduled as 
normal and students should use these as an opportunity to take a break from their 
learning. 
 
We also start as normal at 8:40 with form time. We expect students to attend this 
session. This means that they need to keep to the normal routine in terms of 
bedtimes and getting up and ready for school. 
 
As ever, if you have any concerns or require support, please contact your child’s 
Pastoral Leader. 
 



How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will 
I be informed if there are concerns? 
 
We have asked staff to take a register at the start of every lesson. This register is 
monitored by the pastoral and senior leadership team. Students who are not present 
will be contacted to see if there are any barriers to accessing online learning. If there 
is a concern around lack of engagement, class teachers and the pastoral team will 
contact you to see if there is any support that we can provide to getting your child 
engaged. 
 
Where there are serious concerns around lack of engagement the pastoral team will 
endeavour to contact families to discuss these including home visits and letters. 
Please be aware that we may need to contact external agencies to raise our concerns 
if we are unable to contact families. 
 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
 
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written 
comments for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes 
marked automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, 
amongst many others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 
 

• Individual contact from staff though email or the class Microsoft Teams 
page 

• Responses to assignments set through individual or whole class feedback 
 
Frequency of feedback follows the schedule in the planned curriculum. Please 
contact your child’s class teacher if you have any subject specific questions. 
 

Additional support for pupils with particular needs 
 
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support 
from adults at home to access remote education? 
 
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without 
support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on 
families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the 
following ways: 
 



• Teaching Assistants will contact students (daily if needed) to discuss and 
support learning and to help access online learning 

• Students are able to contact staff to ask for extra help and support 
• Teaching Assistants will still be supporting in online lessons and will be 

continuing to provide intervention sessions 
• Parents and carers are encouraged to share any concerns via telephone or 

email 
 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
 
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate, but the majority of their peer group 
remains in school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the 
approach for whole groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at 
home and in school. 
 
If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their 
remote education differ from the approaches described above?  
 
We will continue to make resources available for students though their Microsoft 
Teams pages. Staff will also invite students to their live lessons using the Zoom links. 


