
 

SAFEGUARDING 

              NEWSLETTER 
Autumn half-term one 2023/24 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY NUMBERS 
Anyone can contact the services below directly, regardless of whether you are a child, parent, carer or 

a member of staff. If you have a safeguarding concern, please ensure you pass it on: safeguarding is 

everyone’s responsibility. 

 

01925 443322 
(Option one, followed by option one) 

 

Warrington Multi-Agency 

Safeguarding Hub (MASH) 

 

For urgent safeguarding 

concerns about a child  

01925 443322 
(Option two) 

 

Out of Office Emergency 

Duty Team 

 
For urgent safeguarding 

concerns about a child 

outside of office hours 

0808 800 5000 
 

 

NSPCC 

 
 

For adults who are worried about 

a child 

 

0800 1111 101 999 

Childline Police Non-Emergency Emergency Services 

For children who are worried 

about their own safety or 

need some advice 

For reporting any crimes or 

concerns 

For anyone in immediate danger 

(including if you are worried about 

the immediate risk to a child) 

Welcome to the first safeguarding newsletter of the year. It has been lovely to welcome the 

students back to school after the summer holidays – and it has been a delight to get to 

know all of the new year 7s! 

 

In this newsletter, there are the details of several services which may be of use, including a 

drop-in service for parents/carers, information regarding online safety, vaping and World 

Mental Health Day. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Ms Jones and the Keep Kids Safe team. 



 

Support Services 
 

 

Early Help Advice Sessions 

We are pleased to announce that a representative from Early Help will be based in school on a regular 

basis to offer appointments for parents/carers who need advice regarding the support available for their 

child, without requiring a formal Team Around the Family meeting.  

Early Help provides a range of support and signposting to families regarding variety of different 

situations. We are often asked what Early Help actually is, and it is often confused with social care. 

Early Help means taking action to support a child, young person and their family early on when a  

situation emerges. It can be required at any stage in a child’s life from pre-birth through to adulthood  

and applies to any situation or need that the family cannot deal with or meet on its own. Early Help is a  

strength-based approach enabling families to develop the skills to prevent issues from getting worse by  

offering the right support at the right time. 

If you would like to book an appointment with our Early Help representative, please contact Ms Jones on 

kjones@padgateacademy.co.uk. These advice sessions will be available during the following dates/times: 

 

10th October between 2pm-4.30pm 

14th November between 9.30am-12pm 

12th December between 9.30-12pm 
 

Youth In Mind 

Youth In Mind is a free and discrete service offered by 

Warrington Youth Zone. It is available seven-days a week, 

offering early intervention support for young people 

experiencing problems with their mental health or emotional 

wellbeing.  All sessions are open to 7–19-year-olds, or up to 25 

with additional needs.  No referral or appointment is 

necessary, and young people do not have to be members of 

the Youth Zone to attend. Drop-in sessions run from 3.30pm 

to 7.30pm, Monday to Sunday. The key workers will support 

the young person to create a support plan of wellbeing 

activities, which they can access in the Youth Zone, or through 

other services in the community. 
  

Occupational Therapy 

The Speech and Language Team often work with young 

people who have sensory needs, or who display some sensory 

behaviour but aren’t necessarily aware or do not want an 

actual referral to Occupational Therapy.  

The Children’s Occupational Therapy service have an advice line, which could be a useful way for 

parents to get some general advice about managing a young person’s sensory needs, or any other 

issues relating to their child in their daily activities/function.  

The advice line is open Wednesday mornings 9am to 11am on 01925 946097.  Parents can call for advice 

for young people up to the age of 16. 

Their website also has some videos and advice around sensory needs in the resources section: Children’s 

Occupational Therapy – Warrington – Bridgewater Community Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 

mailto:kjones@padgateacademy.co.uk
https://bridgewater.nhs.uk/warrington/paediatricoccupationaltherapy/
https://bridgewater.nhs.uk/warrington/paediatricoccupationaltherapy/


 

Keeping Kids Safe 

 

Online Safety 

This half-term, all students have had assemblies about keeping safe online. This topic is something that 

is addressed throughout the year across various areas in the curriculum as it is so vast and there are lots 

of areas to consider, such as password safety, sharing pictures, cyberbullying, and fake news to name a 

few. It is an issue that the majority of children and parents/carers have consider.  

The NSPCC website has some useful advice regarding talking to your children about online safety: 

NSPCC - Talking to Children about Online Safety 

Below are some apps for parents/carers to be aware of which may be of concern (Wizz, Wink and 

Yubo). These are set up to mimic dating apps such as Tinder, and children can use them in a similar way. 

Age verification restrictions are easily bypassed, and children can easily be contacted by adults posing as 

teenagers. We recommend that parents/carers regularly monitor their child’s phone, and ensure these 

apps are not installed*: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This is not an exhaustive list of apps with this function, however they are some of the most popular with teenagers. 

 

Vaping 

Data has recently been published which has shown that the numbers of young people (aged 11-17) 

trying vaping has risen by almost 50% in the past year; with 11.6% of children in this age bracket having 

experimented with it. This is a concern, as there are many unknowns about the short and long-term 

health effects of vaping.  

At the end of this newsletter, there is an information sheet with further details about vaping, including 

the risks and effects. If parents/carers wish to learn more, there is an online parental information webinar 

by Livewire Stop Smoking Service being held on 11th October at 6pm-7.30pm. To book your place, visit:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parental-vape-education-session-tickets-663522974077 

 

World Mental Health Day 

It is World Mental Health Day on 10th October, and the theme this year is 

‘Mental health is a universal human right’. This has been chosen as the 

theme by the World Federation for Mental Health because statistically, 

people who struggle with poor mental health, are more likely to suffer from 

poor physical health and at a greater risk of being discriminated against due 

to harmful stereotypes. 

In school, we will be raising awareness of this through assemblies and a 

competition open to all students which is an opportunity for their work to be 

published in a booklet by the Mental Health Support Team. We are asking 

students to produce a poster which tells other young people what they can 

do to help themselves feel better when they are struggling. These will then 

be submitted to the MHST who will announce the winners in due course. 

Good luck to all who enter! 

We hope you have found this newsletter useful. For further safeguarding information, please visit the school website: 

https://padgateacademy.co.uk/safeguarding 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/talking-child-online-safety/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/parental-vape-education-session-tickets-663522974077
https://padgateacademy.co.uk/safeguarding


 

 
 
 



 

 


