Introduction to the Hebrew Noun, Adjective and Construct
A noun is a person, place or thing. Ex: Abraham, Sarah, Jerusalem, Sinai, king, queen

A pronoun ‘stands’ for a noun. Ex: I, you, he, she, they, them, we, mine, his, theirs

(Note: a noun used in its various forms is declined, and the forms are called declensions; verbs,
on the other hand, are conjugated.)
Ex: the pronoun ‘me’ declined with various prepositions. In Hebrew these are one word:

73 in-me; 722 like-me; ’7_7 to-me; 2773 from-me; ’7757 above-me; ”7?{ toward-me)
An adjective describes a noun. Ex: good, bad, many, few, new, old, holy, profane

A participle in Hebrew is a verbal noun, made from a verb that ‘participates’ in
another grammar form (note: a Hebrew participle is somewhat different from a participle in
English). Ex: guard/guarded-one, savior/saved-one, helper/helped-one

In Hebrew, all nouns have p-g-n:
person (1%, 2", 3)

gender (masculine, feminine)
number (singular, plural).

In Hebrew, all nouns are either masculine or feminine (a few are used as both,
as with the 1%t person common pronouns, see chart below).

There is no ‘it’ in Hebrew.

Here is a chart of the ten Hebrew p-g-n, with pronoun examples
(note: the first persons, I, me; we, us, combine gender in common)

plural singular
1t person common  Ex: we, us 1%t person common Ex: |, me
2"d person masculine Ex: you-all (m) 2"d person masculine  Ex: you (m)
2"d person feminine  Ex: you-all (f) 2"d person feminine  Ex: you (f)
3" person masculine Ex: they, them (m) | 3" person masculine Ex: he, him
3" person feminine  Ex: they, them (f) | 3" person feminine  Ex: she, her

How to tell the difference between a masculine noun and a feminine noun:

Most (but not all!) feminine nouns end in - or N-
Most (but not all!) of the other endings are masculine.



Most (but not all!) masculine plural nouns end in O°-
Most (but not all!) feminine plural nouns end in N3-

Adjectives
On the other hand, in Hebrew, the adjective, which describe a noun, always agrees

with the noun in gender, number, and if applicable, definiteness.
(These three things make a noun definite (it describes the noun as opposed to just a noun)

1. if it has the definite article ‘the’ - 1 in front of it

2. it has a possessive suffix after it
3. it is a proper noun.
Ex:

]QW?DB the-tabernacle (definite article 17)
70X your-brethren (possessive suffix )

ﬂW?J Moses (proper noun))

Adjective chart

plural singular
no- (all other masculine
endings)
ns- S feminine
- -
Ex: 270 (good)
plural singular
akmhlo 23y masculine
niaiv peije feminine
Ex: ¥ (bad)
plural singular
Akl v masculine
ﬂWW_ HU_'W feminine




Ex: X711 (fearsome)
plural singular

K713 X913 masculine
niR791 a1 | feminine

There are two types of adjectives:

Descriptive adjective:

1. simply describes the noun (large, small, light, dark)

2. in Hebrew, always agrees with the noun in gender, number and definiteness

3. in Hebrew, always comes after the noun.
Ex:

X135, 0237 9737 ORD

and- the fearsome the-mighty the- great the- God

nn R, NINAY

intact Sabbaths

allytfakhyids

others gods
Nin?Y 0712
complete stones

Predicate adjective:

1. predicts something about the noun (is-large, is-small, is-light, is-dark)

2. in Hebrew is used in a verbless clause (noun + implied verb +adjective)
3. the implied verb in English is a form of ‘is’

4. in Hebrew, usually (but not always) comes before the noun

EX:

AR INGT 77N

the ground (is) exposed

IRN Y, AW UORD)

very humble (is) Moses and-the-man

377 W) POTY

He (is) and- uprlght rlghteous

The Construct Chain
Is a chain of describers (nouns/adjectives) strung together showing possession.



The first describer(s) in the chain is in construct state (CS), and has the possessive
word -of attached to it.
The last noun in the chain is called the absolute, and is the possessor of the

previous construct state noun(s).
Ex: noun chain
a-sword-of (CS) a-worker-of (CS) a-king (absolute)

TR T 20
king worker-of sword-of

In the Hebrew construct chain, the masculine plural (’ < - D%andthe

feminine singular (N< = 17) describers change their endings.
Ex: with descriptive adjective

kings-of great cities

niviTy oMY Ivn

great cities king§-of

Ex: with predicate adjective
Torah-of Hashem is perfect

AR Ay iR

perfect (is) YHVH  Torah-of
youths-of the-king are mighty
07123 70 W

mighty (are) tﬁe-l.dng youths-of

mighty are youths-of the-king
700 Y1 07

the-l.<ing youths-of (are)  mighty

Construct chart
Note: masculine plural and feminine singular change endings when in construct state
plural singular

(same as adjective: all | masculine
9 other endings)

(same as adjective) feminine

n3- n-




Ex: 270 (good)

plural singular
"3y 23y masculine
Good(or'{es)-of (m) good-of (m) _
niafy naiv feminine
Good(ones)-of (f) good-of (f)
Ex: Y7 (bad)
plural singular
’3]1 yj masculine
bad(ones)-of (m) bad-of (m)
niyvA nya feminine
bad(ones)-of (f) bad-of (f)
Ex: X711 (fearsome)
plural singular
W33 N3 masculine
fearsome.(.or:es)-of (m) fearsom;-of (m) _
.m.NjiJ ﬂ?;(ji] feminine
fearsome(ones)-of (f) | fearsome-of (f)




